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  Anna Karenina
Reddit Chapter Discussions

This ebook contains chapter-by-chapter discussions from the
r/yearofannakarenina subreddit's 2023 read-along.

The discussions include reader insights, historical context, literary analysis,
and reactions to each chapter.

About This Collection

Parts: 8

Chapters: 235

Comments: 2351

Happy reading!

Part 1 - Chapter 1

    Discussion from r/yearofannakarenina (2023)

Welcome to the 2023 reading of Anna Karenina by Leo Tolstoy. We're glad to have you join us. I have compiled three possible reading schedules for us to follow throughout the year that we may need to hold a poll for because the good news is that we'll finish earlier than December, no matter which schedule we choose. But until then, we'll be following 1-chapter-per-day.
 What frightens or excites you about reading Anna Karenina?
 The epigraph is "Vengeance is mine; I will repay", from Romans 12:19. Then the first sentence of the novel is "Happy families are all alike; every unhappy family is unhappy in its own way." What do you think Tolstoy was trying to say with these introductory quotes?
 Prince Stepan Arkadyevich Oblonsky ("Stiva") is introduced. What do you think of his initial reaction to the letter's discovery and his behavior 3 days later?
 The children are running wild, the governess is arguing with the housekeeper and is looking for a new position, and a few servants are ready to leave. Do you think this dysfunction is caused by the discovery or has it always been there?
* Is there anything else you'd like to discuss from this chapter?
Last lines:


"But what's to be done? What's to be done?" he said to himself in despair, and found no answer.



34 Comments


    
        zhoq (+1)

        Past years discussions:
- 2019-07-23
- 2021-01-01


    


    
        coltee_cuckoldee (+3)

        Joining this challenge a bit late. I tried to read this book last year but the sheer volume just scared me so I'll be starting all over again. I'm excited to read this book as so many people consider this book to be the greatest novel written.
I think the quote regarding happy families refers to how families that can get along tend to be happier than those  that cannot. In the next paragraph, Tolstoy mentions that two strangers who met by chance at an inn would get along better than Stiva and his wife. In my opinion, this is explicitly specified in order to explain why the Oblonsky family is unhappy at the moment.
Stiva clearly is more distraught about being caught having an affair rather than hurting his family. I think when Stepan was shown the letter, he kind of expected his wife to forgive him immediately and that's why he was very lax about it and had smiled at her. Three days later, he seems to be angry about the fact that he smiled instead of pretending to apologize, etc. He's just upset/annoyed that his wife has a valid reason to want to do nothing with him.
I think this dysfunction was always there. The servants might have been completely handled by Stiva's wife and since she has locked herself in her room, the responsibility of running the house has fallen on them and they clearly don't get paid to work that much. This also makes me wonder: Since Stiva had an affair with his French governess, did he ever hit on his other servants? The female servants might want nothing to do with Stiva IF he had hit on any of them previously. And since Stiva's wife is not currently managing them, the  environment might be a bit uncomfortable for them.


    


    
        tiny-human-healer (+7)

        Hello everyone and thank you for hosting!
I'm so excited about this book club. There have been so many comments already that sum up my views as well, but something I would like to add is that maybe the stuff isn't falling apart due to the cheating or whatever but there is something else going on at the same time we don't know about? Servants have lives too after all


    


    
        shivsi2092 (+6)

        Joined this community only yesterday and I see that ch2 discussions are just a few hours away, hope I catch up. In any case, just finished ch1 and here goes:
 While the length of the book does frighten me, I am more afraid that I might not be able to keep up with the style of writing or the book may be too slow and I might lose interest. 
 The quote on happy families - I pondered on this quite a bit. I agree with previous comments that no family is completely happy however you can still characterise a family as  being overall a 'happy' one despite having its own share of problems. I do not think problems are what makes a family unhappy or lack of problems a family happy. Being able to love, trust and support one another is what makes  families happy and I think Tolstoy was saying that all happy families have this or other attributes on the same lines which are common in happy families. Unhappy families on the other hand not only lack these attributes but also have their own oddities in ways the members deal with the lack of these attributes. 
 Stiva - His character is interesting and at this point we have no insight into any other character so he is intriguing. His thoughts on the matter 3 days later reveals that he believes that he could have contained the situation if he only behaved differently when confronted. He seems to have no remorse for his actions that caused the rift but only for his actions that failed to contain the situation. It could also be the case where he wants his wife to make peace with the situation so everyone can go back to their lives. 
 The chaos in the house - I think that the peace of the household was already on a delicate threshold and the situation just pushed things over the edge. it could be the case that there was no real cohesion or understanding between the family members and everyone does whatever they want to unless restricted.


    


    
        helenofyork (+7)

        Prince Stepan is an aristocrat. He and his wife have 5 children together. She is trapped.


    


    
        Chance_Pilot (+6)

        First time reading and excited to get started, also I’ve never tried a book club before so looking forward to reading with you all! I’m looking forward to the complexity and depth of this book. Hopefully I can keep up with the schedule, this first chapter was very short!
- vengeance is mine: I will repay. Don’t know what this is about but sounds interesting! The second quote suggests this family might have some dark secrets lurking
- Stiva’s reaction was sad but kinda humorous, already we can empathise with him a little! Also I wanna know all the spicy goss about this affair
- if they left that quickly it might have been the straw that broke the camels back..!


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+3)

        I am new to this book and Russian literature. It has been on my list for the past two years and I was too intimidated to start it. So excited to read with you all!
 The Happy families quote, I agree with an earlier comment that happy families don’t really exist and so one could say that they are all the same in that they are just a facade. And underneath is an unhappy family with its own unique story.
 As a nervous smiler as well, I can identify with Stiva’s reaction.  Is he just upset that he didn’t react with more contrition so his wife would be less upset and forgive him? Or did he wish he would have been able to have a less nervous reaction and come up with a story to brush it off?
* Seems like it was already a dysfunctional family environment if people are having such an extreme reaction in 3 days. Like perhaps the concept of the couple separating and living with just the mom and kids is too overwhelming for them. He did after all have the affair with their governess.


    


    
        tonyabbottsbudgie (+5)

        Thanks for setting this up and posing some questions to get us thinking. This is my first time taking part in anything like this - hoping I’ll be able to stick with it throughout the year although I know there’ll be times I’ll have to step back and catch up at a later point.
Q1. I’ve owned AK on my kindle for years and have never really progressed past the first few chapters. I’m excited about not only finishing the story, but also taking part in these discussions to make sure I’m actively reading (I’m guilty of passive reading)
Q2. Like another commenter, my copy unfortunately doesn’t contain epigraphs. My fairly literal read on the epigraph and the introductory sentence is that Tolstoy is simply telling us this will be a story of revenge and either how revenge causes or is sought due to unhappiness in the family. 
Q3. Stiva seems like a man-child to me, and I could feel my frustration rising picturing the scene between he and his wife. I could imagine absolutely losing my shit at my cheating partner smiling foolishly at me.
Q4. I would say the dysfunction has always been there, possibly exacerbated by the current situation.


    


    
        Feisty-Source (+6)

        This will be my first read along, excited to be part of it! Thanks for organising it!
I have basically no background with the book. I have started War and Peace by Tolstoy several times, but never finished it. It hope that I won't have the same experience now, this read along will certainly help with that!
The line that stuck out to me with this chapter was that his smile was to blame for it all. Interesting that Stepan feels the action itself was not wrong, but his reaction to it. Alternatively it could mean that his smile had played a role in the cheating as well.


    


    
        LiteraryReadIt (+3)

        Ooh, that's a good observation about his smile.


    


    
        crisinho67 (+4)

        Yay, I'm excited to finally read Anna Karenina and to have some kind of urgency to keep reading (because I tend to struggle with that, especially with big books). I was already a couple of pages in at some point but life got in the way and I forgot everything. I just remember that I was surprised by how easy and nice it was to read.
 I always love quotes that try so simplify things even if they might turn out to be false in the end. It's provocative and gets you thinking. My interpretation of the "happy and unhappy families" quote is this: Happy families seem comparatively similar. Everyone is happy, nothing is troubling them and in general everything is set for them. There is not much to tell about them other than they are happy. Whereas with unhappy families, the only thing they share is being unhappy. The source of their unhappiness though is always different. The reason for people being unhappy is mostly a very personal story only experienced by that individual.
Also, misery makes things interesting. There is a reason why there are virtually no stories that have zero problems in them. Tolstoi probably put this quote here to take us on a journey with these characters whose lives are all troubled in a distinctive way.
 Stiva sounds like an interesting character. I'm looking forward to hear more about why he cheated and how he deals with this situation. I kind of sympathise with him when it comes to his smile because I have a similar problem: I can't keep a straight face when I have to tell the truth about something important. Then it always looks like I'm lying. Honestly, I'm not but I can't help it!
* I like the way the chaos at the house is described. From a present-day perspective I can't imagine to have this many workers around the house just for a family of four. Whenever I hear about things like this I think these workers can't be thrilled to see the wealth of their superiors compared to them. So I tend to think that there always was some kind of imbalance and dysfunction. It also seems like the family recently turned very cold which is never nice.


    


    
        CoolMayapple (+2)

        I'm really excited about this read-a-long! After reading the first chapter, I'm not scared at all. The writing is so engaging, and Stiva is such a deliciously imperfect character to follow.


    


    
        forestfaey (+4)

        I am excited to read AK but always been daunted by its size and I've heard there is a bit of content on Russian agriculture.
I was pleasantly surprised by how easy the chapter was to read and Tolstoys writing was engaging. I feel like the Stiva's character is well written already - he seems like an interesting character: now he is slightly regretting his actions, but it's clear he didn't when his wife found out?
Edit: I have recently read Yplatoys's notes from underground, that is partially a philosophy book  where he argues that causing others pain and revenge gives one pleasure. I wonder if this is why Stiva smiled?


    


    
        AishahW (+2)

        I'm BEYOND happy!!!
Will catch up w/you all & participate more next time.
This time round I'll read Rosamund Bartlett's translation.  The 1st translation I read was Garnett's which I loved.


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+3)

        I've heard the "families" quote forever, and never agreed with it. There are happy families, and they can't be all alike. So maybe Tolstoy didn't know any and either assumed they were all alike (and thus boring) or assumed they didn't exist. Whatever the case, I think he's telling us that this is an unhappy family, and they're going to be interesting.
I loved the description of the chaotic household. The children are running wild, probably because neither parent is there to provide stability. The father is certainly out a lot, but their mother does not usually refuse to leave her room. And in the midst of the chaos, the staff foresees nothing good and each is plotting to leave. Maybe they've been aware of Stiva's dalliance with the French girl all along, and anticipated how it would end.
And then we meet Stiva, and are provided with an excellent introduction to him and his state of mind. A man who's accustomed to being comfortable and getting his own way, who doesn't know how to proceed now.
I'm looking forward to this. Thanks for choosing the book, and for providing the poll on schedule choices.


    


    
        Pythias (+2)

         I'm coming into Anna Karenina mostly blind. I don't know anything about it except that it's a Russian classic and that I've yet to hear any negative reviews about it. I've been wanting to read this for ages so thank you such for putting together.
 My copy didn't have the Epigraph. :( But maybe this will be a revenge tale like The Count of Monte Cristo. If so I'm all for it!!
 Stepen already seems like quite a character and I'm already instantly interested. Did he cheat? Is it worse than cheating? I will say this when I'm annoyed or mad my fiance tends to joke around and it only makes me more pissed off. It's not his fault but I can totally see where Dolly is coming from. She seem frustrated and maybe the last thing she wants to her husband smiling at the situation.
 Oh...yes maybe. Maybe a big scandal is in the works and the servants want to get out before it's too late.
* I'm pretty bad at taking notes because I got in the habit of thinking "I'll just come back and make it" and continue reading. If I remember correctly this book has a lot of characters that go by multiple names and maybe I should take extensive notes. Is anybody else reading this on a kindle and if not, would you recommend getting a physical copy just to make it easier to flip back to your notes?


    


    
        Chance_Pilot (+3)

        I’m reading an ebook as well but might switch to hard copy cause I prefer to take a break from screens! But the note taking is a good point as well


    


    
        Pythias (+3)

        I might get a copy later this month or year.


    


    
        xiaolongbaokitty (+2)

        first of all, thank you for hosting this read-along! secondly, thank you for running a poll so that we can vote on the schedule. i hope we can all agree on something and finish this mammoth of a book lol
- what frightens me is the length of this book. i’ve only ever read one book that was over 800 pages in my life. but i was able to do it. so i believe i can do this too, especially if i have people to talk to about the chapters/parts.
- it’s definitely very interesting to see these side by side. it makes very excited because i’m anticipating tons of family drama lol
- i’m sure this dysfunction has always been there. kids will be kids, people will always want to quit their jobs, etc. however, i feel like this event has kind of allowed everyone to express themselves freely- after all, the household is being torn apart by the two most prominent members. if the heads of the household can’t control themselves, then what else really matters?


    


    
        SnoozealarmSunflower (+3)

        Hello, everyone! So glad that we’re doing this…
- I’ve had 2 or 3 failed starts with Anna Karenina, so it’s intimidating (but also exciting) to think about actually completing it. I think the length is the most overwhelming aspect. I have a vague idea of the plot in general from pop culture references and whatnot, but I’m excited to know it more in-depth
- The “happy families” quote is definitely one of those famous first lines that recognize even to those that haven’t read the book. I think at face value it means just that- all happy families must be content with their relationship, finances, jobs, children, etc.. (basically, everything), while unhappy families are unique as they may only be lacking / struggling in one or a few of these categories. Obviously that isn’t true about happy families, but it probably seems that way from the outside and from those that are unhappy.
- Stiva just seems like someone who has always gotten away with things and expects that he will continue to do so. There’s some rational part of him that realizes he was wrong / is guilty, but that doesn’t actually translate into feeling any remorse or learning how to adjust his behavior in the future. The smile made me think of a sheepish, little-boy grin that knows he did something wrong and is trying to be “cute” to get out of it.
- I think there’s probably always been some baseline dysfunction (as in all houses with young kids running around) but the increased friction between Dolly and Stiva is being felt by everyone in the household and amping the chaos up a few notches.


    


    
        [deleted] (+7)

        Could he be saying that happy/perfect families are all alike because they don’t exist, because theres always someone/a few who are unsatisfied? While unhappy families are always unique in their own imperfections?


    


    
        CoolMayapple (+3)

        I really like this interpretation of the quote. It's the only way I'd agree with it. I believe happy families do exist, but are rare. I don't believe perfect families exist. I'd be curious about the original russian word and if it implied perfect or just happy.


    


    
        teedyroosevelt3 (+2)

        Sorry, First time doing a Reddit read along thing. I saw a comment saying this was starting tomorrow? Will chapter 2 be tomorrow or the next day? Just so I know how this works


    


    
        LiteraryReadIt (+4)

        We're going by Pacific Standard Time, so where I am it's currently 7:10 p.m. on Friday January 6th. That's the only certainty we have right now and so we're definitely reading Part 1, Chapter 1 today.
I posted a poll a few minutes ago to see which schedule is the most preferable for the readers. It'll only be up for a day, so be sure to choose an option.


    


    
        teedyroosevelt3 (+3)

        Awesome, didn’t want to get behind from the beginning. Thanks for putting this together!


    


    
        LiteraryReadIt (+2)

        You're welcome!


    


    
        DernhelmLaughed (+2)

        Thanks for running this readalong. Re: the reading schedule - Yeah, a poll would probably be best. Could we have one option be a weekdays-only schedule, or have a break after each part so that people can catch up if they fall behind?
To the questions:
 I vaguely know the plot from a movie version of the book, but I have a feeling that the book has a lot of subtext that doesn't translate easily into a 2-hour movie. I'm excited for that.
 I've heard the "happy families" quoted elsewhere, and it's like the famous opening line of Pride and Prejudice, you can't tell if it is being stated in earnest or if it's meant to be satirical.
 Stiva seems like he is accustomed to being indulged in many things, and is very quick to forgive himself. It must be infuriating to be wronged by him and have the only response be an idiotic smile. 
 I wonder if the opening lines may be qualified with "Not every member of a happy family is happy all the time. Some members might suffer unhappiness to keep the others happy."
* I love the name "Oblonsky" for no other reason than it sounds like "oblong".


    


    
        LiteraryReadIt (+4)

        

Could we have one option be a weekdays-only schedule, or have a break after each part so that people can catch up if they fall behind?

Sure thing. I just need to figure out how to make and post a poll because the 2-chapters-1-day-to-rest sounds good, too.


    


    
        DernhelmLaughed (+3)

        Yes, that second option also sounds good.
You can create a poll by going to "Create Post" and one of the options should be "Poll".


    


    
        LiteraryReadIt (+2)

        Thank you, it looks like I can access it through New Reddit. The poll should be up shortly.


    


    
        escherwallace (+4)

        Hi, glad to be here. I was pleased with how quickly I was able to read this first chapter.
 I’ve read some Russian lit before -both Dostoevsky- and either generally liked it but didn’t finish (The Idiot) or super hated it even tho I did finish it (The Brothers Karamazov). Don’t think I’ve ever tried Tolstoy tho, so hoping maybe this one goes better for me! I’ve heard good things about AK and am generally familiar with the story after seeing the play.
 Some shit about to go down.
 Stiva is the type of person who apparently laughs when he gets nervous! Oopie! I liked that he woke up on the couch after a fight with his wife; relatable.
 The dysfunction was probably already there to a milder degree and has now perhaps come to a boiling point with the discovery of the affair. But as they say, if mama ain’t happy, ain’t nobody happy. And it sounds like Dolly is super duper (understandably!) unhappy now.
* Curious if we will find out what was actually said in the note, or not! I also like the absurdity of his little dream, also relatable.


    


    
        DernhelmLaughed (+3)

        

The dysfunction was probably already there to a milder degree and has now perhaps come to a boiling point with the discovery of the affair. 

That's fair. Dolly has every right to be angry, but I wonder that she is not used to the idiotic smile by now. Stiva thinks that it was a meaningless nervous reaction, but she took it as confirmation that he felt guilt. Or does she know something that we don't? Perhaps she has borne a dislike for his self-indulgence long enough, and this was the final straw.


    


    
        escherwallace (+3)

        I think this was probably the last straw!
In my translation he thinks “The worst thing about it is that it’s all my own fault - my own fault; and yet I’m not guilty!” - I don’t know if this means he doesn’t feel guilty about what he has done wrong, or, that he hasn’t actually done anything wrong at all.
What led you to interpret that his smile was taken by her as confirmation that he feels guilt? I thought the opposite.


    


    
        DernhelmLaughed (+3)

        I thought that after being around Stiva so much as his wife, Dolly would probably be familiar with what sort of situation would trigger Stiva's idiotic smile.
One possibility is that he smiles idiotically like that when he is guilty of something, so Dolly recognizes this expression as confirmation of the contents of the letter.
Another possibility is that he uses the smile to indicate he does not care much. Does he have that expression for small discomforts? Dolly might have become even more upset that confronting her husband with proof of marital infidelity does not elicit a more serious response than a dumb smile.


    

Part 1 - Chapter 2

    Discussion from r/yearofannakarenina (2023)

 Two new characters have been introduced: the valet Matvey and the nurse Matryona Filimonova. What does their dialogue about/with Stepan and Darya differ?
 We've seen Stepan's unflattering characterization of his wife, Darya Aleksandrovna, and yet indirectly, we've seen a sad characterization of her through Stepan's flashback and the servants' interactions. What's your preliminary opinion of Darya?
 Anna Arkadyevna Karenina is coming and she'll be alone! Darya says she's leaving when Matvey tells her the news. What do you think this says about Anna Karenina and Stepan, if anything?
 Anything else you'd like to discuss?


27 Comments


    
        zhoq (+1)

        Past years discussions:
- 2019-07-24
- 2021-01-02


    


    
        coltee_cuckoldee (+3)

        It seems like Stepan has a very friendly/informal relationship with Matvey but is quite formal with the nurse. However, the servants seem to be quite fond of him as it is specified that they (including Darya's best friend, the nurse) side with Stepan.
I feel bad for Darya. She has given birth to 7 kids (of which 2 haven't survived) and her husband has a poor opinion of her- he thinks she's old (she's only 33) and unattractive. Also, he seems to only regret the fact that he's been caught having the affair and is still thinking about the French governess. Seems like Darya got little to no affection from Stepan and she just kept herself busy with her kids. Sounds a lot like an arranged marriage to me.
I think that Darya knows that Anna will support Stepan and is therefore not interested in entertaining her. She seems to have virtually no support in her current household (her  servants are on her husband's side). Hopefully, her family supports her.


    


    
        Feisty-Source (+7)

        I imagined what would happen if I walked to the window and rang loudly. I doubt that anyone would come to dress me and give me the news ;)
Darya, only 33 and with seven children. My goodness, I can't even imagine. Also, I find it interesting that Stepan negatively characterizes her as (amongst others) "merely a kind mother for the family", where in my book that has nothing but positive vibes.


    


    
        Chance_Pilot (+8)

        Darya has had seven kids and she’s only 33, jeez, exhausting! I feel sympathy for her, it sounds like she’s had to do most of the child rearing. Stepans given her “freedom” to run the house as he likes apparently, that’s his perspective.? But he’s probably treated her pretty badly and doesn’t appreciate her..


    


    
        shivsi2092 (+6)

        To start off with thoughts on the chapter - the chapter throws hints at a deeper co-relation between the characters which deviate between the usual equations, like equation of a butler and his master, equation of the nurse and his master? (what does Tolstoy mean when he says that although Matryona was Darya's chief ally she was on Stiva's side? because he controlled the finances of the house perhaps?) equation between sister and brother and sister and sister in law. There is also an unfinished sentence and reference to the carriage jobbers and the subsequent reaction that are still unclear. This chapter reveals that there is a lot of unravelling of background and history that we can expect from the upcoming chapters.
 Matvey seems a bit condescending with an air of him knowing exactly how all of this unfold and he does not really seem to have empathy for the situation although it is clear that he is very close to Stiva. Matryyona is the sensible one where she knows people need to get themselves together for the greater good of the house and although she disapproves of what Stiva does, she is thinking about how to contain the situation and make amends. She gives her honest suggestion to Stiva and Stiva as expected is dense to say  - "but Darya wont see me". Come on Stiva, you need to grovel a little. 
 Darya - so far, she seems to be fitting into the stereotypical victim of patriarchy and misogyny at the point and has my sympathies as a reader (although I hope there is a lot more to her character where she has some agency over her life instead of her narrative only being driven by actions of others around her). I saw other comments on how Darya's statement that she would leave upon hearing of Anna's arrival may not be the connected and she is just saturated, although I partly agree - I feel there is something to Stiva's reaction to Anna's arrival and the way Matvey informed him of this news that indicates that there is some history between Anna and Darya and she is not particularly up to host the sister at this point in time. 
* The interaction between Matvey and Stepan has already revealed that Stepan maybe the man of the house, but he is clearly lost and his reaction towards news on Anna gave me the impression that she is someone he may look up to? someone who knows what to do at all time?


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+5)

        Matvey's interaction with Stepan convinces me that Stepan is really rather stupid and relies on others to make things go smoothly for him. He must be quite likable and is not accustomed to being accused of wrongdoing; even now when he's clearly at fault others want to help him out of this fix. Matvey is probably more helpful in that regard; Matrona offers conventional advice and prayers. So far more the stereotypical nurse.
Darya is tired. She's 33 and has borne seven (!!) children. It's not surprising that she would look older than her years. She probably has been reasonably satisfied with her conventional role and is devastated to receive the letter. I think that's why she's going away; I didn't see that as a reaction to Anna's arrival. I'm really sympathetic to Darya.
And I'm wondering about that letter. Who wrote it? What does it say? Is it to her, informing her of Stepan's affair? Or is it an intercepted letter to Stepan from his lover? Did she really believe Stepan hadn't had affairs, or is this one especially bad?
Finally, there's Stepan's musings about Mlle. Roland.  "And the worst of it all is that she's already...." Already what?


    


    
        escherwallace (+13)

        I know people live a lot longer nowadays so to some extent this is just a sign of the times, but Stepan’s thoughts about Darya “already growing elderly” at the ripe ol age of 33 was just too much. Stepan, “a handsome and amorous man of 34” is just such a ridiculous fool so far. I can only assume Tolstoy knows what he’s doing here, but yuck.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+2)

        Oh my!


    


    
        ChelleFromOz (+9)

        Yes woooooow what a paragraph… tell us how you really feel Stiva. If Dolly is elderly at 33 is Stiva ancient at 34 then? Lol!
Also the couple have five living kids, two passed on. So Dolly has had to endure at least seven pregnancies and the death of two of her kids. That would tear you up physically and emotionally beyond words, I don’t blame her one bit that she is “worn out” (in Stiva’s words which may or may not be an accurate picture of her!)


    


    
        escherwallace (+2)

        Exactly!


    


    
        DernhelmLaughed (+7)

         I can tell right now that Matvey is going to be our source of color commentary and side-eye.
 Stiva uses very forgiving language to describe his own awful behavior. It follows that his wife is probably a good person whom he treats badly, and now Stiva cannot understand why she does not want to be treated badly. So it must be a fault of his wife.
* We know too little to infer too much from Dolly's insistence at leaving. All we know is that Anna might appeal on Stiva's behalf, and Dolly wants none of it.


    


    
        helenofyork (+3)

        Stepan knows that "he could not now be repentant..." This bodes ill for poor Darya. I shudder at what is coming in this book.


    


    
        SnoozealarmSunflower (+2)

        - Mayvey seems like he knows Stepan pretty well and has a good grasp on the situation and how it will play out, possibly more than Stepan does. In spite of this, he still uses discretion and hints at things without being confrontational or blunt (“Darya Alexandrovna?" Matvey repeated, as though in doubt. “Yes, inform her. Here, take the telegram; give it to her, and then do what she tells you."”You want to try it on," Matvey understood, but he only said, "Yes sir."…. Also, “she’ll come around”). He’s a man of few words but still gets his intention across — Matryona is more open about discussing the situation and offering advice, discussing how the children are suffering and things are “topsey-turvey in the household”
- I feel terribly for Darya. It seems she was blind sided by her husbands affair, as well as his poor response to her finding out. She has been doing her best to care for the house, her husband, and their children (as was expected; so, doing everything “right”), and this was returned with betrayal. I think she’s still grieving the loss of the relationship with her husband and may not have a great plan for how to proceed from here.
- Matyrona seems the think that Anna can help reconcile the marriage, and I think that Darya may also feel this could be true. She wants to get out of there so that there is no possibility of her feelings regarding the situation to be swayed. She has been with this husband who gets away with things for so long with his sheepish grin and she doesn’t want this affair to be another of those things. She likely still loves him and doesn’t trust herself to be around him and Anna and possibly agree to a reconciliation.


    


    
        Pythias (+2)

         Matvey and Stepan seem to be so close that they can communicate with just a glace. Stepan seems to respect him. It really does convey that the seem close friends instead of a valet and his master. Stepan seems short with Matryona right off the bat and I think it's because she's closer to Dolly/Darya.
 Darya seems like the typical mistress (is mistress the wrong word because she's the wife not the mistress, I mean mistress of the house) of a huge estate. I imagine her as Rebecca (from the novel Rebecca) but not beautiful, only because Stepan's description. Darya probably had a firm hold of how the household is ran and takes care of all the house hold affairs. Which for an estate that large (I imagine it's large), it's not easy and probably a full time job.  Also, she maybe very well beautiful and this is just Stepan's view of her.
 I don't think Anna has anything to do with Darya's wanting to leave either. But if she does it's probably because she doesn't want to have to pretent to be civil in front of guest to her husband. Her husband cheated and screwed up, Darya's allowed to be pissed and she should have the freedom to do so, but it's considered rude to fight/argue in front of guess so I imagine that's why she really wants to leave.
 I feel like there's already too many characters to keep track of, though I have no problem atm, I feel like taking a lot of notes is helping so far. I love the writing so far and am very interested to see where this all goes.


    


    
        BrettPeterson (+5)

        In War and Peace, Tolstoy never fleshed out the servants as characters, so I don't expect to get to know them very well. Although this is a different novel, he may take a different approach this time.
I hope we get to really meet Darya. I don't like only getting one side of the story. We haven't seen much from her point of view.
If Darya leaving is related to Anna coming, I would guess it says more about Darya’s feelings about Anna than about Anna and Stepan.
I wanted to mention that if this is your first Russian novel, you may want to look up an article about Russian naming conventions. It can be confusing at first, but after spending a year in War and Peace, it is pretty much second nature. I'm not sure if this book is as full of princesses as War and Peace, though.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+3)

         I feel for Darya who was oblivious to the affair going on and her husband is a total clod thinking she already knew about it and was okay.  I also find it interesting that the servants are on Stephan’s side and that Matryona wants him to make amends for the sake of the children.  Is she really just a tyrant?
 When Matryona says  “They’ve sent from the carriage-jobbers” what does he mean? Or is this to be revealed later?


    


    
        SnoozealarmSunflower (+3)

        I’m reading the P&V translation, and the “carriage-jobbers” quote is translated as “Someone came from the owner of the livery stable” and then later goes on to say he told them not to come until Sunday. Since Stepan was asking if there were papers from the office just prior to that, I interpreted it to mean that there was a representative from a horse stable coming to ask a favor or discuss some sort of business? Guess we’ll have to stay tuned!


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+3)

        Ah thank you!


    


    
        ChelleFromOz (+5)

        My translation (Maude) had it as “jobmaster’s” and that also didn’t help me understand it hahaha.


    


    
        AishahW (+5)

        Matvey reminds me of the friend (in this case servant) who knows his bud better than his bud knows himself, & because of this, can accurately predict the outcome of family crises & other would-be disasters.
I like Darya: there's a quiet depth to her character.  I think she's more than the overwhelmed mother & betrayed wife.  There's real substance there.
I don't think Anna's coming has anything to do with Darya wanting to leave-I think she wants to put as much distance between her & Stiva (Stepan) as she can.
So far loving the Rosamund Bartlett translation!!!


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+2)

        I agree with you that it seems Anna’s coming doesn’t have much to do with her leaving. Though it was interesting that Matvey seems to think Anna can help them reconcile and appears excited about it. So I picture her as more of a peacekeeper?


    


    
        AishahW (+2)

        Very perceptive insight :)


    


    
        scholasta (+8)

        Hello all! I was abroad and missed the first discussion thread, but I have caught up and will be participating henceforth
1. On the valet Matvey and the nurse Matryona Filimonova: I perceived a humorous juxtaposition between the hopeful and earnest Matryona and the more taciturn and perhaps sceptical Matvey
2. On Darya: my patience is minimal for men who lose interest in their wives once they become the mother of their children. Tolstoy seems to be positioning Stiva as a funny and relatable character, which irks me. My heart goes out to Darya and every woman who has been in her position


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+7)

        I didn't get "funny and relatable." So far he comes across to me as simply a fool.


    


    
        Pythias (+8)

        I do wonder if Tolstoy is positioning Stiva as funny and relatable vs him being more of a clown and women being stuck in this position because men hold the power even when they are clowns. We haven't had Darya's point of view yet, and I wonder if we will get one.


    


    
        escherwallace (+4)

        He does have a very hyuck-hyuck-oh-golly-gee quality about his “fretting” (I use the term loosely) that is really childish/clownish. Good word choice (re: clown).


    


    
        Pythias (+4)

        Yes, exactly.


    

Part 1 - Chapter 3

    Discussion from r/yearofannakarenina (2023)

Taken from this post 2 years ago.
1) What a dilemma. Stiva needs to sell the forest on his wife's property but he cannot do so without speaking to her. Was this the sole reason for him resolving to go and see her or do you think he wants to apologise?
2) We observe some interactions between Stiva and his children, and I found this bit quite touching:
"Well, is she cheerful?" The little girl knew that there was a quarrel between her father and mother, and that her mother could not be cheerful, and that her father must be aware of this, and that he was pretending when he asked about it so lightly. And she blushed for her father. He at once perceived it, and blushed too.
What did you learn about the character of Stiva from both the interactions between him and his children, and also with the petitioner?
3) Stiva seems to go with the flow regarding politics, and takes the side which best suits his lifestyle at the time, absorbing the views of those around him. Is this so different from most people? Are you finding him quite a relatable character?
4) Any other thoughts you'd like to express?
Final line: "He squared his chest, took out a cigarette, took two whiffs at it, flung it into a mother-of-pearl ashtray, and with rapid steps walked through the drawing-room, and opened the other door into his wife’s bedroom."
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        zhoq (+1)

        Past years discussions:
- 2019-07-25
- 2021-01-03


    


    
        coltee_cuckoldee (+3)

        1. I think Stiva knows he has to apologize to his wife (the nurse had hinted this last chapter) but he doesn't want to apologize right now. However, he seems to want to sell the forest property ASAP and since he requires his wife's permission, he knows that he has to apologize now in order to finish the sale. I think this was the sole reason for him resolving to go and see her NOW.
2. Looks like Stiva is closer to his daughter than son. Even when he gave her the chocolates, he chose the pieces she liked best and his daughter had to ask if he had any for Grisha. 
3. I think he's relatable when it comes to his political preference. He doesn't seem to be interested in actual politics and just wants to live an easy life like most of us.
4. I wonder what the dynamics are like between Stepan and his wife. He is clearly hesitant to talk to her again but refuses to admit his mistake to himself. He clearly does not love his wife but I wonder if she loves him? Did she lock herself up because she loves him and his hurt by his betrayal or because the servants likely know of the affair and she's humiliated?


    


    
        [deleted] (+2)

        Yes, I agree with point number one-and he is quite aware that is the reason he’s going to resolve the matter with her-though it pains his sense of perfection to think that that would be the reason he would go. He is an unbearable hypocrite. I think too, he went to her, so that he he may resolve the unbalance of his life-for it is clear he likes the same monotony of everyone else, and he can’t bear things out of the ordinary, though, later in the book, when the man is killed at the train station, though he is initially horrified, he shortly gets over it and is replaced with the ordinary emotions of an individual. So, he doesn’t really care anyway the affairs at home and the unbalance, because he manages to forget about the lack of ordinariness when he is involved in the ordinary-work, etc. It is hard for me to write my thoughts, so this is really just a train of disjointed pondering, though I am sure I could express it clearly in words


    


    
        coltee_cuckoldee (+1)

        Agreed, Stiva is an extremely selfish man. He seems to have no interest in being a good husband/father/brother and is too busy having fun with his friends and mistresses.


    


    
        BrettPeterson (+1)

        I’m behind, but here are my thoughts:
1. I don’t think he wants to apologize to her. He just needs her permission to sell the forest.
2. He seems like a good father. I liked the part where he says he’s conscious he loves his daughter more. I feel similar in that I try not to play favorites but there’s definitely a different bond with my daughter. His interaction with the petitioner is very cordial and he does all he can to help her. I just wish he could do that for his wife.
3. I don’t find him relatable at all. I’ve never been a go with the flow type though so I guess that’s understandable. He keeps trying to justify his affair, which I find very off-putting.


    


    
        Feisty-Source (+5)

        I don't think the forest is the only reason, but that he "should" do so because it is expected. The same reason he reads the news and forms opinions, because it is expected. I laughed at the line "having views was as necessary as having a hat".
Entirely to the persona we have seen of Stepan up to now, "it was impossible to make her attractive and arousing of love again" is the reason there could be only falseness and that their relation was impossible. Quite shallow..


    


    
        Chance_Pilot (+4)

        1. I think he wants to make amends, for his own convenience and to sell the forest and continue his comfortable life, but has no intention of genuinely apologising. He’s not taking accountability for his actions and is instead focused on resolving things, and his wife sees right through this.
2. Stiva has a soft side for his kids which is quite sweet and gives his character another dimension of depth. He helped the petitioner too.


    


    
        josyane108 (+4)

        1. I don't think the forest is the sole reason he want to apologise, but it does play a role. I feel like Stiva needs to apologise and reconcile with his wife, because his society does not approve (yet?) of divorce and he doesn't want to damage his image.
2. It's a bit paradox to me because on one hand he does notice the nuance of his daughter being uncomfortable about the situation with the mother and on the other hand he seems so naive and ignorant about his sons feelings


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+6)

        Good to see that people’s political interests (or lack thereof) seem to remain unchanged for 150 years!


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+5)

        I still don't find him relatable, but he's smarter than I thought; he actually does read the papers and has "characteristic quickwittedness" to catch all the innuendoes.  He conducts business and provides some helpful direction to the widow. His motivation in pretty much everything is self interest.
He doesn't really want to apologize to his wife because he doesn't want to acknowledge that he was in the wrong. He'd rather believe that the only problem was getting caught in what for him was perfectly normal and understandable behavior. But he has to, because of the forest. And he has debts. I am getting the sense that most of the money is his wife's, or her family's, and she could cause him serious problems if she doesn't forgive him.
He has a favorite child, and I like her more than I like him. She makes sure to tell him that the chocolate is for Grisha, which I don't think was her father's intent.


    


    
        scholasta (+2)

        Ugh, parents having favourite children rubs me the wrong way. In fact, many aspects of Stiva’s character rub me the wrong way, but yet, I sort of like his funny internal monologues


    


    
        Pythias (+2)

        1) I'm liking Stiva (gods why are there so many names for this guy) less and less. I'm hoping that it's not the only reason why he decided to try to make up with his wife (I say try because hopefully she does not forgive him), but I'm not giving him the benefit of the doubt because he seems like the type of person who does not deserve the benefit of the doubt.
2) I understand loving you kids for different reasons but having a favorite does seem so wrong (I wouldn't know I don't have kids nor intend to). Especially because kids are not stupid and they can tell when they are not the favorite.
Besides having favorites he does seem to care for his children and that at lease is respectable.
3) I'm taking this as Stiva likes to do things that benefit him and nothing else. From this passage alone I wouldn't be surprised if he came off as two faced and hypocritical, which is funny because there was a small passage I highlighted about how lying and hypocrisy repulses him.
"...and family life certainly afforded Stepan Arkadyevitch little gratification, and forcedhim into lying and hypocrisy, which was so repulsive to his nature."
4) I have nothing to add at the moment.


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+2)

        He thinks it's repulsive to his nature because if he admitted that it wasn't he'd have to revise his entire self image.


    


    
        Pythias (+3)

        He sounds like a lovely person. /s 
I'm very much disliking his character.


    


    
        DernhelmLaughed (+6)

        1. I think it's that the sale of the forest has made him realize that he is not the sort of man that jibes with his mental image of himself. He doesn't like the idea that his financial interests are more important to him than sincerely reconciling with his wife. The language he uses to talk to himself to downplay his marital infidelity, for example, is very forgiving and quite at odds with how his wife regards the affair. But we don't see Stiva change to become the desired version of himself. Instead, he makes excuses for his behavior.
2. His interactions with his children, and with the widow, show him in a bit more sympathetic light. A bit of a well-meaning bumbler, who will try to be helpful so long as it doesn't require too much work. If he has the perceptiveness to understand his daughter's blushes, how is he able to let his young son see his favoritism and not try to rectify the son's impression of him? Stiva doesn't care enough, is my guess. Seems in line with much of Stiva's character.
3. On the surface, it does seem like a criticism of Stiva's lack of independent thought. He, like many people, is told what to think. But this newspaper also can be thought of as a guide to understanding the majority opinion, and so one can use this to blend in and be acceptable to society.


    


    
        scholasta (+3)

        That’s an interesting thought about the newspaper being a guide to majority / socially acceptable opinions. I had originally taken the scene as mostly humorous/satirical but maybe it’s actually a legitimate endeavour on Stiva’s part


    


    
        DernhelmLaughed (+3)

        That's in interesting suggestion, that Stiva might be actively, deliberately trying to gauge the majority opinion and change to better fit in. I'd pegged him as a passive man of malleable opinions thus far. The newspaper tells him that marriage is obsolete, and Stiva has an affair, and thinks himself dissatisfied with his marriage. There certainly seems to be a disconnect with his idea of what he should be.


    


    
        SnoozealarmSunflower (+4)

        1. I think he knew deep down that at some point he would have to go to her and apologize, but just doesn’t know how given he is more upset about being caught than the affair otherwise. However, the situation with needing to sell the forest on the property is expediting things. He also did not seem to enjoy that it would seem like this business is the reason for his attempt at reconciliation. I’m not sure if it’s because he would truly like to apologize and doesn’t want it to be interpreted as being done only to discuss the selling of the wood (and therefore cheapening the apology), or if he doesn’t really want to apologize but knows he has to in order to discuss the selling with her.
2. I think he tries to be a good father, but there are still flashes of the “real” Stiva who does whatever he wants without considering the consequences or affect on his loved ones (favoring one child over the other and not doing a good job of hiding it).
3. I think is “go with the flow” politics is pretty similar to a majority of the American population, especially those who are quick to share their views on social media and declare their opinions loudly. The vast majority of those people likely cannot explain the reasoning behind their views or really understand how the government / politics work — they just want to be part of the “in” crows and loudly declare their opinions to start argument with anyone against them…. Stiva is not relate-able to me personally, but I certainly know people like him.


    


    
        josyane108 (+3)

        

The vast majority of those people likely cannot explain the reasoning behind their views or really understand how the government / politics work — they just want to be part of the “in” crows and loudly declare their opinions to start argument with anyone against them…. 

I am very curious to see if that will be the case with Stiva as well when he interacts with people outside his household


    


    
        sula73 (+9)

        Hello everyone! I’m catching up on the last couple days; glad the chapters are so short!
1. I think he wants to apologize to her because he feels bad, not just because of the forest business. I think it’s perhaps, if not likeable, respectable at least that he recognizes that he won’t be able to love her if that’s what she truly wants. He recognizes that any love he felt for her is long gone, which is causing his apprehension. It makes me wonder what he’s going to say to her, since he seems like he’s more sorry that she found out/was hurt by the affair than sorry he had the affair. 
2. Even though I don’t find him that likeable, I thought his interaction with his daughter was quite sweet. I think these interactions with his kids and his interaction with the petitioner reveal his internal sense of duty. Though he did not want to help her and prefers his elder daughter over his son, he finds it important to show up as a father and citizen, at least on the surface. Though he clearly doesn’t do a great job of hiding his true emotions given that his son notices his coldness. 
3. I found the section about his political beliefs quite amusing. I don’t think it makes him more relatable for me personally, but I think it makes him more real, if that makes sense. I feel like you can log on twitter or interact with a lot of people who approach politics like this. I think this speaks to Tolstoy’s astuteness in terms of observing how people interact with politics and the world at large.


    


    
        DernhelmLaughed (+7)

        

he seems like he’s more sorry that she found out/was hurt by the affair than sorry he had the affair.

Yes, it does feel like he is more put out by the inconvenience of her discovering the affair and leaving, than he is feeling genuine remorse for a moral failure, or causing her pain.


    

Part 1 - Chapter 4

    Discussion from r/yearofannakarenina (2023)

 Darya is packing things up, but she's indecisive in whether or not to actually go to her mother's place. What do you think she's going to choose to do?
 Stiva and Darya are near opposites of each other in this scene. He's well-groomed and being lighthearted, and she has "a sunken, thin face and large, startled eyes" trying to keep it all together. Any quotes that stuck out to you?
Last line:


And Darya Alexandrovna plunged into the duties of the day, and drowned her grief in them for a time.



22 Comments


    
        zhoq (+1)

        Past years discussions:
- 2019-07-26
- 2021-01-04


    


    
        alreadyasleepy (+1)

        Did anyone understand the “joke” about the German working on the clock?


    


    
        Timtimistsuper (+1)

        I think it's about Germans being regarded as punctual and efficient. The "joke" is that the German watchmaker functions just like a watch's clockwork itself in his efficiency


    


    
        [deleted] (+1)

        No though I wondered about it. Could you explain it?


    


    
        coltee_cuckoldee (+3)

        I think Darya will choose to stay with Stiva. She's tried to pack up a few times but was unable to do so. At the end of the chapter, she resumes her household chores and it looks like that kept her mind off the entire situation. She's mentioned that she feels humiliated by the betrayal so I wonder if she'd go to her mother's place as she'd have to give some reason as to why she was there and I don't think she'd want to explain the entire situation to her family.
I feel bad for Darya. She's clearly in a marriage with a man who doesn't really care for her. He's just upset that he was caught red-handed. She even mentions that he remembers their kids only when he wants to play with them while she always has their best interest on mind. Looks like she's been raising those kids by herself (with the servants, of course). The servants also keep asking her questions regarding the kids (feeding, etc) and it's specified that they went without food the day before so I wonder if they've eaten properly since Darya discovered the affair.


    


    
        Pythias (+2)

         I think Darya really wants to go. I think she's fed up and done with the whole situation. However, I think that she's hesitant because of what it could mean if she actually does leave her husband. I'm 100% sure their high society and the circles the run in could turn on Darya (even though none of this is her fault) and it could end poorly not just for her but her children as well.
 "I think of the children, and for that reason I would do anything in the world to save them, but I don't myself know how to save them. By taking them away from their father, or by leaving them with a vicious father - yes, a vicious father..." I think it's really sad for Darya because she's in this horrible situation because of her cheating husband and her worries are about her children. Not for herself but for her children. I feel so much for her.


    


    
        DernhelmLaughed (+10)

        This chapter made me recall that Stiva's newspaper supported the obsolescence of marriage. Stiva has perhaps interpreted that as leeway to have an affair. But here, we see that marriage has not been good for Dolly. She is trapped by her role as a married woman with children, and seemingly immobilized because there are no good avenues of escape for her.
Stiva and Dolly's internal mental states match their external appearances. Stiva looks fresh and healthy, even though he puts on a "subdued and timid" act when he goes to Dolly so that he can appear as anguished as she is. Dolly, on the other hand, is under tremendous emotional strain, and her outward appearance is likely indicative of this internal turmoil. She tries to put on a severe face, but Stiva can see her vulnerable state.
It's telling that Stiva is not actually making any effort to address the cause of this problem, i.e. his affair. We can see that Stiva's not actually troubled by his infidelity, only by the inconvenience of his wife having found out. He doesn't say that he has broken off his affair, or how he will change in the future, because he doesn't actually care that Dolly is distressed and heartbroken. His main takeaway from Dolly's screaming is that the maids might have overheard. Stiva just wants Dolly to "come around" so that he can get back to life as normal with his coffee and newspaper, and no change required of him.  Dolly, on the other hand, is left wondering if Stiva has left to go meet his mistress.


    


    
        Pythias (+3)

        Dolly also wants whats best for her children so if she thinks that it's to stay with her cheating husband I think that she may in fact do so because she loves her children so much she's willing to suffer for them.


    


    
        overlayered (+3)

        Hi all. One line that particularly struck me was towards the end of the chapter, he calls the shouting trivial, "Terribly trivial! Terribly!" I was wondering if this was a quirk of the P&V translation, as that's a weirdly dismissive word to use in that context, even for him?


    


    
        escherwallace (+3)

        In my translation (I don’t know what mine is, it’s an e-book with very little info in it) I think the line you’re referencing is translated “it is dreadfully banal, dreadfully!” And when I read that, I also thought the word banal was super weird used in this context! Possibly even weirder than “trivial!”


    


    
        scholasta (+3)

        The Russian word used is actually «тривиально» (trivial’no). “Trivial” is about as close to a direct translation as you can get
I think Stiva is feeling very frustrated and overwhelmed in that moment


    


    
        unendlichkafkaesque (+2)

        If i correctly understood what part they were talking about, you’re wrong. It is “Это ужасно! Ужасно! — проговорил он.” and i found in one translation the word was Awful and in another one - Terrible. i think the best fitting to this word (uzhasna) is awful. and that terribly trivial is really lousy and extra. This line was kind of reminiscent of that line in the heart of darkness - the horror, the horror!


    


    
        scholasta (+2)

        No, it’s a few paragraphs down from that. P&V translate the line you quoted as: ”This is terrible! Terrible!” he said
The complete “trivial” line from Stiva’s inner monologue is:


«И как тривиально она кричала, — говорил он сам себе, вспоминая ее крик и слова: подлец и любовница. — И, может быть, девушки слышали! Ужасно тривиально, ужасно».

P&V translation:


”And what trivial shouting,” he said to himself, remembering her cry and the words “scoundrel” and “mistress”. “And the maids may have heard! Terribly trivial, terribly!”



    


    
        unendlichkafkaesque (+2)

        i stand corrected


    


    
        overlayered (+2)

        I feel like I've read in the past some criticism of P&V, that they can be a little too tight about their translations. Some of the other commenters here have the word "vulgar," which is also not laudable sentiment from him, but probably closer to something you'd hear in English.
But that's often the challenge with translation I'd assume, fidelity to the source in terms of exactly what was written, versus fidelity to the source in terms of how a native reader might have received the original.


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+7)

        Not relevant to the narrative, but thinning hair and large startled eyes? She probably has a thyroid condition.
This is the first time I fully understood how much of a crisis the household is in. The cook quit, and the children aren't getting fed. Stiva is probably eating at his club and hasn't noticed, but Darya is at her wits' end. That's why I think she'll take the children to her mother's. Not for good, but for some peace, and time to decide what she really wants to do.
Darya is real. Stepan's shallow nature comes through; he's concerned with "how vulgarly she shouted," and that the maids will hear. As if they didn't already know.


    


    
        Pythias (+3)

        Nice catch. It is a sign of a thyroid problem. 
I do agree with your descriptions of them both.


    


    
        scholasta (+2)

        Great comment, you worded my feelings much better than I could. Darya is real — precisely


    


    
        SnoozealarmSunflower (+2)

        - I do not think she will go to her mother’s. She is rightfully and understandably upset and on some level wants to get out of dodge, but admits to herself that she still loves him and is also not keen on the idea of being a single parent (even if Stiva does not add much to the parenting now). They may remain separated in the house for a while, but I don’t think she’ll actually leave. Or maybe he’ll leave instead so she can stay with the “help”?
- I agree with another commenter that the line about “you think of the children when it comes to playing with them…” stuck out to me the most in this chapter. I don’t have children myself, but this is still something that causes tension in some parenting relationships.


    


    
        xiaolongbaokitty (+6)

        - i think she will not go to her mothers, but it’s hard to tell. at this point and time in history, having a husband is kind of essential. so i know deep down, even if she doesn’t still love him, she probably knows it’s best to stay with him.
- “You think of the children when it comes to playing with them, Stiva, but I always think of them, and I know that they’re lost now.” get his ass girl


    


    
        scholasta (+3)

        That line that you have quoted was bang on, and remains a true representation of some mothers and fathers to this day. Though it is outside of my ordinary parlance, “get his ass girl” indeed


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+3)

        To me, Darya seems pretty convinced she doesn’t want the life of a single mom. But she had a pretty angry temper with Stiva so she may find strength to leave him. Such a tough place to be especially for a woman during that time in history.
I think if he tries to show her he loves her and is truly sorry and that it was only a one time thing she might forgive him. But based on his inner dialog I don’t see him doing any of that and if he did it would be a bunch of BS. I hope she stays strong!


    

Part 1 - Chapter 5

    Discussion from r/yearofannakarenina (2023)

Sorry I'm late, everyone, I was watching TV and got distracted.
 Stiva got his job (a government board president) from his brother-in-law Karenin, and is well-connected through his own personality and life. Do you think this overly cheerful attitude towards his work is a smokescreen or does he really have a handle on things?
 We meet Konstantin Dmitrievitch Levin, a landowner from the country and in love with Stiva's sister-in-law Kitty Shtcherbatsky. What are your first impressions of Levin? What are your thoughts on his friendship with Stiva?
 Stiva describes Levin's occupations, hobbies, familial connection to an author to his friends. But Levin quickly announces he's no longer a district councilor. Stiva then implies he has new phases now and again, "a conservative". How does this contrast with Stiva's liberalism?
 Anything else you'd like to discuss?
Last line:


“Ah, yes, I’m in a poor way, a bad way,” said Stepan Arkadyevitch with a heavy sigh.



11 Comments


    
        zhoq (+1)

        Past years discussions:
- 2019-07-27
- 2021-01-05


    


    
        coltee_cuckoldee (+3)

        I think Stiva does have a handle on things. He seems to get along well with his colleagues and is clearly respected by them. He also is well acquainted with almost everyone so even if he did not have a handle on things, I don't think he'd be fired.
Levin seems to be a shy, hard working young men who almost seems to be uncomfortable with himself. Stiva and Levin seem to be polar opposites - if they had not met in their childhood, I don't think they would be friends (specifically, Levin would not be interested in his freindship).
It looks like Levin seems to know what he's comfortable with and since that changes with time, he has his new phases. Stiva supports liberalism because it makes his life easy. I don't think he puts much thought/emphasis on politics.


    


    
        Feisty-Source (+2)

        I'm catching up so missed some chapters. I highlighted the lines that Stepan treats everyone in a perfectly equal and identical way, and that this is equated to a perfect liberalism. I found it interesting that these two were equated, while I always learned that liberalism is about equal individuals rights, but not necessarily about equal treatment.


    


    
        helenofyork (+2)

        "He had been born into the milieu of those who were or had become the mighty of this world."
I'd argue that this still exists!
Stiva was the worst student in school and yet can claim an executive position as his birthright. (Crazy-making.) And he does well in his job too because he can take the right approach and keep a distance from it when needed.


    


    
        ChelleFromOz (+6)

        The description of his outside life was fascinating. He has so many friends and relatives in high society, he makes friends with everyone high and low society (so much that each set would be shocked to know they have a friend in common with the other set, it says). He is polite to everyone regardless of their station, people love talking to him and they feel friendly and cheerful after seeing him. Yet somehow he can’t spare a scrap of human decency towards his wife.
Favourite line: “He was on familiar terms with everybody he drank champagne with, and he drank champagne with everybody.”


    


    
        helenofyork (+3)

        Tolstoy's "The Kreutzer Sonata" comes to my mind. Stiva doesn't really see his wife as a separate human being with agency and feelings that run deep. Since he could carry on an affair without feeling destroyed internally, Darya should learn to live with it. He knows she has nowhere to go and cannot leave him.


    


    
        Chance_Pilot (+3)

        Yes!! Giving me “snake oil salesman” vibes. He seems untrustworthy.. or like he is trying to compensate for something.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+4)

        I like to think Stiva has a good handle on his job.
Levin seems pretty rural but wants to make his own name contrasted with Stiva in this chapter who piggy backed off the Karenins.
Interested to learn more about liberal vs conservative during these times.


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+4)

        Stiva seems quite comfortable in his work and probably has a good handle on it since he's been doing it for awhile. It would be a board commensurate with his abilities, carefully chosen by the brother-in-law. Note that Levin doesn't understand any of it, seeing that the board is overwhelmed with work but there's "nothing to it."  I still am not confident about how intelligent Stiva really is. He "learned easily" and had "excellent abilities," but didn't perform well because he goofed off too much. Is this true, or just an excuse and he's not really as intelligent as we're told?
I was delighted to meet Levin, who's apparently an honest man not interested in impressing people. He and Stiva are old friends and their friendship has continued despite their obvious differences. It speaks well of both of them, I think.
Without knowing what "conservative" and "liberal" meant in Russia at the time, it's hard to comment on it. There has apparently been a recent change in the way local government is structured. Levin prefers the old way (warships, courts of Justice) and chose not to participate in the district council any more. Basically I think Stiva goes along with the way things are, and Levin might be found at a protest.
Also, in this chapter we receive further confirmation that the money is in Darya's family, not Stiva's, and he doesn't control the greater part of it. He's in debt.


    


    
        Pythias (+5)

         I think that work personality and home personality can be two different things. Stiva may have things handled at work but his private life is a mess atm. If work is stressful for him (which I don't think it really is because it seems dull and his job was handed to him), Stiva hides the stress well. 
 My initial thought wasn't so much of the character but (oh great another long hard to pronounce name with potential nicknames). But as to the character Levin, I like him so far. Much more likable than Stiva. I also found it amusing that he was disgusted with Stiva's colleague's long nails and hands.
 Levin and Stiva seem to have pretty different views which also seems to describe their personalities. I like it, they're both so different but seem to have a pretty close and intimate friendship. It feels real and gives the characters life. 
 It seems to me that news of Stiva's affair hasn't reach his work life and I think he likes it that way. I wonder if and when it does how it will effect Stiva's work life.


    


    
        SnoozealarmSunflower (+2)

        Based on what we know of Stiva so far, I wouldn’t be surprised if it’s a smokescreen. He cares about the way he is perceived by others (being upset about Dolly being overheard in the last chapter, etc…) and would want to give off the impression he has a handle in things and is happy with his work even if he does/is not.
It’s sweet that they’ve remained friends for so long when they are so different. I find Levin much more likeable than Stiva. He gives off a “country bumpkin” vibe, preferring his rural home to the city and forgetting his manners when leaving.


    

Part 1 - Chapter 6

    Discussion from r/yearofannakarenina (2023)

 Levin has come to Moscow to ask for Kitty's hand in marriage. How are the Shcherbatska sisters going to react? How do you think he's going to behave?
 This is the first chapter where a character doesn't have any dialogue and it's all history to  a character's relationship to other characters. How do you feel about this kind of chapter compared to the more action-focused chapters?
 What translation/audiobook are you reading/listening to?
 Anything else you'd like to discuss?
Last line:


Or... he could not conceive what would become of him if he were rejected.

See you for Chapter 7 on Monday!


12 Comments


    
        zhoq (+1)

        Past years discussions:
- 2019-07-28
- 2021-01-06


    


    
        coltee_cuckoldee (+3)

        I think the Shcherbatska sisters are going to be surprised as there seems to be quite an age gap between Levin (32) and Kitty. They might find it weird as he was their brother's friend and likely knew Kitty when she was a child. I don't think the sisters are going to behave rudely with him but they're definitely going to show their disapproval in one way or another. I think Levin will get the hint and will run back to the country.
I liked this chapter. We got to know a bit about Levin and his thought process.
I'm reading the 1995 Wordsworth Classics version.
Levin seems a bit weird. I don't think he's in love with Kitty- he just craves for a family as he doesn't have one of his own and since the Scherbatsky family seems perfect to him, he wants to be a part of it. He fell in love with Dolly and then Nataly and he's currently in love with Kitty. I also find it weird that he admits he could only love "beautiful mysterious exceptional women" - it seems like he goes after women who are out of his league (he doesn't have a proper job, is not the most fun person to hang around, etc) and then resents the fact that they're out of his league and that he'd probably be rejected.


    


    
        ChelleFromOz (+4)

        I know it was different times but for him to initially fall in love with Dolly, then once she gets married fall in love with Nataly, then repeats again with Kitty! My question is does he actually love Kitty as a person, or was she just around and available so “good enough”. Since we see that he has placed her on such a high pedestal I think he loves the idea of her.
“Kitty seemed to him so perfect in every respect, so transcending everything earthly…”


    


    
        escherwallace (+3)

        Yes, I agree with your last sentence. It sounds like he idolized the entire family, and simply wanted to find a way to be a part of it.


    


    
        xiaolongbaokitty (+10)

        - it kinda seems like he’s too shy to propose in the first place. he couldn’t even tell Stiva he wanted to without getting embarrassed. this guy just seems like a boy trapped in a man’s body.
- i liked it, although i’m not usually a fan of chapters like this. at this point we need to know who’s who, and it’s very helpful.
- i’m reading the Pevear and Volokhonsky translation. i feel like it’s the easiest translation to understand… like it’s the closest to plain english.
- “An ugly, good-natured man, as he considered himself, might, he supposed, be liked as a friend…”
i thought it was really funny how Levin kept describing himself as unattractive and putting kitty on a pedestal. it made me realize how “nice guys” and friendzoning isn’t a modern thing lol (at least, that’s how i’m interpreting this)


    


    
        SnoozealarmSunflower (+2)

        - We don’t know enough about Natalie 
to guess how she would react to the engagement of her sister to Levin. I think given the current state of Dolly’s marriage, she may not be too positive regarding her sister being engaged to anyone, but not necessarily specifically about Levin… Based on what we’ve seen if Levin so far, IF he goes through with the proposal, I’m sure it will be awkward and unconventional.
- I didn’t mind it in this chapter, partly because it was a shorter chapter and it also felt necessary to understand the history of the characters. It can become tedious if it’s the prime storytelling method, though, and I prefer more action filled chapters.
- I’m reading the Pevar and Volokhonsly translation (penguin classics), and I haven’t had any issues with it so far. It just happens to be the one I picked up at a book sale years ago, I didn’t choose it for any specific reason.


    


    
        overlayered (+4)

        Levin comes across as a far more nuanced and conflicted character in comparison with Oblonsky, we gain insights into Stiva's thinking and it's almost as though he works to be a middling as possible. Perhaps the entire chapter dedicated to Levin's mindset contributes to the impression, but it's also not as though we've lacked for exposure to Oblonsky either.
EDIT: Forgot, I'm also reading the Penguin Pevear and Volokhonsky. Used at Myopic Books maybe six, seven months ago, 9.50 USD. (Sorry love my used book finds 😆)
Also doing The Master and Margarita right now with r/classicbookclub, and it's also P&V. They do sometimes seem to have a bit of a clipped style.


    


    
        ChelleFromOz (+3)

        Love second hand books!


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+3)

        I'm not even convinced he's going to do it. He intended to propose once before, and couldn't bring himself to step up. If he does, I think he'll make a speech he's prepared. Maybe he'll ask Stiva to help him.
And I confess I've no idea what response he'll get. The older sisters seem to have gotten engaged pretty quickly, but Kitty hasn't. Who knows, maybe she's been hoping he'll ask.
I'm not much of a fan of telling readers about a character's mindset rather than showing, but apparently the background was necessary. The previous chapter wasn't exactly action focused but we learned more about the characters through their conversation, and I prefer that approach.
Stepan called Levin a conservative, but now I think he's more of an idealist or perhaps a romantic. He quit the district council because it didn't live up to what he thought it should be. He idealizes the Shtcherbatskys and especially the sisters. What would happen if they were to disappoint him?
I don't know what translation I have. I downloaded it to my iPad from Apple books.


    


    
        scholasta (+8)

        

Levin has come to Moscow to ask for Kitty's hand in marriage. How are the Shcherbatska sisters going to react? How do you think he's going to behave?

Based on how Dolly’s marriage has panned out, I’m not sure that she will be counselling Kitty to accept


This is the first chapter where a character doesn't have any dialogue and it's all history to  a character's relationship to other characters. How do you feel about this kind of chapter compared to the more action-focused chapters?

I loved this chapter. Throughout the reading of this book I have been underlining lines that I like, and this chapter has the most underlining of them all so far. That’s saying something, particularly given how short it is. I love when authors get inside a character’s head and aren’t afraid to show their flaws, here being Levin’s idealism of women.
(On that note — I understand that Levin is supposed to be a reflection of Lev Tolstoy himself to some extent. I wonder whether any of Levin’s traits expressed here are reflective of Tolstoy‘s own character)


What translation/audiobook are you reading/listening to?

I am reading P&V in the Penguin Classics version. I understand there is some criticism associated with their translations but I really like it so far.
(I also have a copy of Anna Karenina in the original Russian which I occasionally refer to. I obtained a degree in Russian several years ago. I don’t keep up the spoken language but I can still read it okay)


Anything else you'd like to discuss?

I just thought the following line was so perfect:
He had heard that women often love unattractive, simple people, but he did not believe it, because he judged by himself, and he could only love beautiful, mysterious and special women.
Very true of many low-self-esteem men that I have engaged with.


    


    
        ChelleFromOz (+2)

        Yeeeeep I marked that plain/beautiful men/women line as a standout too hahaha! So iffy, like he thinks of himself as a plain man and still only goes for women “out of his league”.


    


    
        overlayered (+2)

        Fantastic that you're able to compare with the original, I looked at trying to do some work on Russian at one point, just on my own, and it's not an easy transition from English.


    

Part 1 - Chapter 7

    Discussion from r/yearofannakarenina (2023)

 Koznyshev and a professor of philosophy are arguing about how conception of the external world derives from perception or vice versa. Where would you stand?
 How does Levin's question impact the conversation?
Last line: >Levin listened no more, and simply waited for the professor to go.


9 Comments


    
        zhoq (+1)

        Past years discussions:
- 2019-07-29
- 2021-01-07


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+8)

        I'm not a philosopher but I was surprised that they morphed seamlessly from "perception of the external world" to "existence." I think it is the senses that provide our perception of the external world. But if a person somehow had no senses they would exist and know they existed, even though they had no sense of the world around them. It would be a hellish existence, but it would be an existence. So I would agree with Sergey Ivanovitch.
Now comes Levin, who takes it even further to "if the body is dead" can there be existence. The professor clearly is not prepared to talk about the soul (for that's what remains when the body is dead). He still wants to make his case about perceptions of the external world. Maybe that's what Sergey Ivanovitch means by "we have no right to answer as yet."
So what is the purpose of this chapter? I suppose it's to point out that Levin is a thoughtful man who has his own ideas and doesn't feel the need to agree with others. That is a strong contrast with what we've seen so far of Stepan Arkadyevitch Oblonsky.


    


    
        [deleted] (+1)

        I agree with you, this is exactly how I perceived it. I had read somewhere that this was the discussion going on quite avidly in Russia at the time, and perhaps this was the reason why Tolstoy included this, as to give his opinion, which is as well Levin’s opinion, Tolstoy and Levin being the exact same. So perhaps that was the point of the chapter?


    


    
        escherwallace (+2)

        I appreciate your concise summary and interpretation. I found myself a bit confused during this chapter, and reading this helped. I also shared your thought “what is the purpose?”- I wonder if this is a bit of foreshadowing for a problem or theme in the book that will arise again.


    


    
        Pythias (+3)

        I don't know if there was a purpose to this chapter but I did enjoy it. I agree with your statement about Levin being thoughtful and a man of his own ideas. Maybe that's what this chapter serves, to give us a bit more insight to Levin


    


    
        scholasta (+11)

        Levin asks the most interesting and most unanswerable question, and is made to look like a fool for asking. I feel sorry for him


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+2)

        I was looking forward to hearing their analysis. Clearly they wanted to stick to empirical data which seems contradictory to philosophy. But fitting none the less to show how Levin is treated by these arrogant men.


    


    
        Pythias (+3)

        Yeah, it was pretty irritating that a teacher of philosophy would treat someone this way.


    


    
        Pythias (+8)

         I think that perception of the world is what makes reality to us. But not just perception of our senses but of words and language as well. I believe that the way we speak and our understand of language(s) makes a big difference on how we interpret the world. I think that different languages can give of different perspectives of life and reality as well.
 Levin's question is (in my translation at least) "Consequently, if my senses are destroyed, if my body dies, no further existence is possible?" I think it's a valid question. And I wonder about it because, is existence still possible? We know nothing of the after life and have no idea if we can even experience anything after death either. So the question, I believe is valid.


    

Part 1 - Chapter 8

    Discussion from r/yearofannakarenina (2023)

 What trouble would Nikolai Levin have gotten himself in, and why do you think his brothers think he wants to offend them?
 [Not a question] Political discourse has appeared in every conversation in the book so far and the following Wikipedia paragraph is the non-spoiler historical context they're discussing:


The events in the novel take place against the backdrop of rapid transformations as a result of the liberal reforms initiated by Emperor Alexander II of Russia, principal among these the Emancipation reform of 1861, followed by judicial reform, including a jury system; military reforms, the introduction of elected local governments (Zemstvo), the fast development of railroads, banks, industry, telegraph, the rise of new business elites and the decline of the old landed aristocracy, a freer press, the awakening of public opinion, the Pan-Slavism movement, the woman question, volunteering to aid Serbia in its military conflict with the Ottoman Empire in 1876 etc. These contemporary developments are hotly debated by the characters in the novel.

 Levin is off to see Kitty. Are you excited or no?
 Anything else you'd like to discuss?
Last line:


From his brother's, Levin went to Oblonsky's office,  and on getting news of the Shcherbatskys from him, he drove to the place where he had been told he might find Kitty.



14 Comments


    
        zhoq (+1)

        Past years discussions:
- 2019-07-30
- 2021-01-08


    


    
        coltee_cuckoldee (+2)

        I think Nikolai Levin might be suffering from alcoholism. Koznyshev talks about rascality so I think Nikolai might also be engaging with prostitutes and petty crime (theft).
I'm excited to meet Kitty but I think Levin is going to end up disappointed and he'll probably run back to the country.
I kind of got the feeling that Koznyshev considers himself to be a bit superior to Levin. Levin noticed the patronizing tone in which his half brother talked to him and he's not comfortable telling him about Kitty. I wonder if Levin has told anyone about his feelings for Kitty (we know that Oblonsky figured it out himself).


    


    
        escherwallace (+3)

        1. I have no idea what Nic has done, but I love Koz’ use of the word “rascality” in the second to last paragraph.
2. Go get ‘er, tiger!


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+2)

        Interested to find our more about Nikolai.
Thanks for the context on political situation. I am getting the feeling these Boards are ways to make the different changes come to life. I wasn’t clear what they were saying in their conversation about how Russia is given these rights but seems to be shooting itself in the foot because they can’t realize them. I need to go back and re read unless anyone has additional insight?
I am nervous for him to see Kitty! I fear she won’t appreciate his rural ways.


    


    
        Stained_Glass_Eyes (+2)

        I think he is possibly riddled with financial and mental issues.  Gambling and alcohol is my guess.  I am interested to see what Tolstoy has in mind for this character.
I love the historical deep dive within Tolstoys writing.  I’m excited to learn about this period of intense cultural and sociopolitical growth.
I’m always a bit on edge with 19th century romance so I’m going to say not at the moment.  I think Levin is a bit ahead of himself but 🤷‍♂️.
First post!  Glad to be here!  I was apart of 2021 r/ayearofwarandpeace so I’m super excited to dive into A.K.


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+4)

        Nikolai has done something awful but isn't in jail. Perhaps some financial crime, with restitution costing him most of his fortune. It's only Koznishev who thinks Nikolai wants to offend him; Konstantin Levin doesn't say that. He would naturally be closer to Nikolai, being a full brother, where Koznishev is only their half brother. Maybe Koznishev thinks Nikolai intends to offend him by rejecting his desire to help, but that isn't clear.
I am more impatient and apprehensive than excited about the impending encounter with Kitty, because I don't think it will turn out as Levin hopes. I want to get to it so we can go on with the story. I also note that Levin intended to ask his brother for advice but didn't. Maybe he was distracted by the news about Nikolai, or maybe he thought his brother would try to discourage him and he didn't want to hear it.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+2)

        I was also wondering why he didn’t talk with his brother about Kitty. Either he would be getting advice he didn’t want to hear or I wonder if it has something to do with the fact that Levin seems to manage both of their money and so Koznishev thinks of their relationship in more of a professional way not in a brotherly advice way?


    


    
        SnoozealarmSunflower (+2)

        - I have a feeling Nikolai’s trouble is related to his finances and why he lost money. It may be something that would be embarrassing to their family, such as drugs, alcohol, gambling, or women.
- I don’t know much about Russian history but am excited to explore this throughout the year while getting to know these characters. Although I’m nervous that some of it may also go over my head or be difficult to understand
- I’m excited for Levin, but also nervous. Like others have already commented, I get the feeling that he has built Kitty and their relationship up in his head quite a bit and may not get the reaction / response from her that he wants.
-


    


    
        Pythias (+3)

         It's stated that Nikolai Levin lost a big portion of his fortune. So maybe it's money related and he's brothers are just tired of his irresponsible ways of dealing with money. They probably don't think the best of him and that's why the think Nikolai means to offend them. 
 There's a lot to unpack here and I'm interested how it will shape the ideas and character of our characters. 
 I don't know. I like Levin so far and I want him to be happy. But I know nothing about Kitty. What if I don't like her. I'm more apprehensive than excited. 
 Nothing to add at them moment.


    


    
        AishahW (+2)

        I'm definitely excited for Levin, although I feel he isn't in love with the real Kitty, but the one he has romanticized in his head. And for such a serious step as marriage, that's not a good place to begin.
As for Nikolai, I think he's deliberately trying to push his brothers away because there's something very serious happening in his life, something potentially dangerous.  In a way, he may be trying to protect them both.  Time will tell :)


    


    
        FuzzyLandPotato (+2)

         I'm not sure why Koznyshev would feel offended by the letter from Nicholas unless he's hurt that his brother doesn't want their help and doesn't even want to see them.
 I am excited for Levin to see Kitty because I love love and the nerves that come with it. But I'm also worried for Levin because I feel like he has romanticized Kitty in his head too much. It seems that he has built up too much hope and expectation and will be crushed. It's so easy to get caught up in his emotions and excitement, though!
* I got the impression from an earlier chapter that Levin didn't really care for Koznyshev, but here we see his brother ask about Levin's work, even if it's only to be polite. He even disagrees with Levin when he calls himself incapable with trying to be a Zemstvos member. Koznyshev may seem a little pretentious and aloof, but I think deep down he cares for his brothers.


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+2)

        I went back to the earlier chapter to make sure, and it seems that Levin has no problem with his half brother but it annoys him when people see him primarily as the brother of the famous Koznishev.


    


    
        FuzzyLandPotato (+2)

        I reread that section and I can definitely see that now. When I first read through these chapters I felt like Levin is closer to Oblonsky than his half-brother and values Oblonsky's opinion more. I just get the feeling that he's more excited and animated when he speaks with Oblonsky and more reserved with his brother. I may just need to reread these chapters again and think about these relationships more.


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+2)

        Oblonsky is his childhood friend, he loves him as a friend, and perhaps relies on him for what the popular opinion is. But he thinks Oblonsky's job is mostly busywork and doesn't think he's much of a thinker. I'm remembering how Oblonsky heard Levin's dissatisfaction with the district council (the Zemstvo) and assumed he was a conservative who liked the old ways (serfdom?) better, when Levin's real objection was that they weren't fulfilling their promise.


    

Part 1 - Chapter 9

    Discussion from r/yearofannakarenina (2023)

Prompts:
1) We finally met Kitty. What were your first impressions of her?
2) Based on what we saw in this chapter, what do you think are Kitty’s feelings towards Levin, and would she want to marry him?
3) We also met Kitty's mother. She invited Levin, but she was quite cold towards him. Did Kitty talk to her mother about Levin, or why do you think was the mother so distant?
4) Do you have any impressions you want to share about the setting of the chapter?
5) Favourite line / anything else to add?
Past years discussions:
- 2019-07-31
- 2021-01-09
Final line:


‘What?’ asked Levin. ‘Turbot? Oh yes, I’m awfully fond of turbot.’

Next post:
Thu, 19 Jan; tomorrow!


10 Comments


    
        coltee_cuckoldee (+3)

        Kitty seems like a sweet girl. It was sweet how she noticed that her mom was being a bit rude to Levin and tried to counteract her mother's rudeness.
She clearly cares for Levin but it looks like she thinks of him as a brother. I don't think she'd like to marry him. She was clearly weirded out when Levin told her that the duration of his visit depended on her.
I don't think Kitty talked to her mother about Levin. I'm sure the mother kind of understands that Levin is interested in her daughter and she disapproves of this match. She was distant as she wants to make it clear to Levin that she will not entertain the thought of him being her son in law.
Favorite line: "He stepped down,avoiding any long look at her as one avoids long looks at the sun, but seeing her as one sees the sun, without looking."


    


    
        escherwallace (+2)

        

‘And I am confident of myself when you lean on me,’ he answered, and was immediately frightened of what he had said, and blushed. And in fact, as soon as he had uttered these words her face lost its kind expression—as when the sun hides behind a cloud—and Levin noticed that familiar play of her features which indicated an effort of mind: a wrinkle appeared on her smooth forehead.

I was confused by this section and wondering what everyone else’s take was. Why does Kitty get upset when he says this? Is it simply because she realizes his feelings for her, and she doesn’t feel the same?


    


    
        littlerchef (+2)

        Two years late, but I am rereading this currently! It’s as simple as this:
Levin was a brother figure her whole life and hasn’t been in Moscow for a while. She’s 18 and not to mention being “courted” by someone else. She’s got her eyes on someone else and nobody likes having to say no to a proposal. It’s fun for no one. Plus, Levin’s shyness doesn’t make his advances all that “dreamy.” I think the “effort of mind” is Kitty is beginning to feel anxious about what’s to come knowing she’d say no if he gets the courage to ask.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+5)

        I liked this chapter and the imagery of the ice rink. Kitty seems young and as others suggest may defer to her family on who to marry. She seems confused how this brother figure is flirting with her. Though it does say earlier he watched her in society and then left so maybe she noticed this.
I suspect the Princess may have enough of Levin who earlier in the book said he wanted each of the other daughters. Almost just to become part of this family.
Also as Levin mentions earlier he doesn’t really have a role in society and her family may see this as a barrier.
I wonder what Princess thinks is going on with Dolly? ( she inquires of her health… )


    


    
        forestfaey (+3)

        Loved this chapter! Weather made it seem cold, but there was warmth with the skating and whatnot.
Kitty seems nice but our view of her is under Levin's Rose tinted view. She does not seem interested in marrying him though. Her mother may suspect levin's feelings towards her daughter and also doesn't want him to marry her: is it a class issue?


    


    
        Pythias (+3)

        1) I was extremely nervous about meeting Kitty because I was afraid I wouldn't like her and I do like Levin, and I just want Levin to be happy. I'm happy to say that I like Kitty and she seems kindhearted. I do worry that Kitty's family may believe that Levin is not good enough for Kitty or that Kitty will not reciprocate Levin's feelings.
2) I don't think Kitty feels the way about Levin as Levin does about Kitty. She seems to care for him in a brotherly/friend fashion but not beyond that. I hope that can change.
3) I don't like Kitty's mother. She seems to not like Levin and I can only assume it's because she knows how Levin feels about Kitty and probably doesn't think he's good enough for her daughter. 
 
4) I love how nervous Levin is around Kitty. It's very reminiscent of teenage/first love. It's just so pure and sweet. It makes me really want to root for Levin.
5) I love this quote about Levin looking at Kitty...
"He stepped down, avoiding any long look at her as one avoids long looks at the sun, but seeing her as one sees the sun, without looking."


    


    
        escherwallace (+3)

        I agree with everything you said, and I also was struck by (and highlighted) that same passage in the book!


    


    
        SnoozealarmSunflower (+4)

        - I did not think Kitty would be as young as she is behaving; I’m not sure what age she’s supposed to be and if she’s actually that young, or just immature and inexperienced. She seems like she means well and wants to do the right thing, but is young enough to also want to enjoy herself and have fun.
- I think she enjoys Levin’s company and has fun with him, but is uncomfortable with his displays of affection towards her. I initially thought this could just be nerves or embarrassment, but then she had the thought about not loving him. So it seems to be more friendship or even something like a sibling relationship… I think if there is societal / family pressure to be married she will say “yes” to him, but if she listens to her true feelings she will say “no”.
- It’s hard to judge the behavior of Kitty’s mother since we do not know her baseline attitude or how she is with other suitors. I do not think Kitty spoke with her mother about him, but a “mother’s intuition” is making her suspicious about Levin’s intentions. She is either acting distant because she flat out does not like Levin, or is behaving that way as a front to not seem too eager to marry her youngest daughter off / try to scare him or make him prove that he is worthy of Kitty.


    


    
        Pythias (+2)

        I was curious about Kitty's age as well. I do wonder exactly how young is she.
I agree with you about what Kitty's response would be to Levin if he did ask her to marry him. But since it's so early in the book, I do hope that she can grow to love Levin as he loves her.
I really hope that Kitty's mother is distant because she doesn't want to seem to eager to marry her youngest daughter off. I didn't think of this scenario and I'm all for it.


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+6)

        Kitty seems like a sweet young woman, quite proper. I am wondering how old she is, and why they're talking about how well she's learned to skate. I would think someone growing up in this winter wonderland would have been skating well since childhood. I hope Levin isn't fancying himself in love with a fifteen-year-old girl.
Kitty clearly likes Levin and admires him (the best skater) but "I know it's not he that I love." Interesting choice of words, hinting that there's someone that she does love. She's uncomfortable with his hints at how he feels.
Kitty's mother (Princess Shtcherbatskaya) does seem rather distant and proper; without knowing her usual manner it's hard to say whether she's unusually cold toward Levin. Maybe that's her normal manner toward someone who isn't a prince or princess.
The setting sounds pretty and very busy, apparently where Moscow society gathers. This isn't the first time I've thought that readers familiar with the time and the setting would immediately picture what was going on.
Favorite line: “The old curly birches of the gardens, all their twigs laden with snow, looked as though freshly decked in sacred vestments.”


    

Part 1 - Chapter 10

    Discussion from r/yearofannakarenina (2023)

 While eating at a restaurant, Levin is surprised at Oblonsky's luxury to eat for as long as he wants and mentions how countryfolk never let their fingernails grow long because it'll interfere with work. In combination with their characterizations from previous chapters, how does this duality fit into each of their worldview and experiences?
 Oblonsky and Levin subtly show how they each view women, particularly the woman in their lives: Darya and Kitty. What healthy or unhealthy views have they expressed?
* Oblonsky tells Levin that Dolly predicts he (Levin) will marry Kitty and Levin is overwhelmed with happiness at the 'news'. Do you think it'll come true?
Final line:


That's the only way she'll forgive me.



14 Comments


    
        zhoq (+1)

        Past years discussions:
- 2019-08-01
- 2021-01-10


    


    
        coltee_cuckoldee (+3)

        Levin seems to be a very simple man- he's almost judgemental when he comes across ideas that he does not support/believe in. Oblonsky, on the otherhand, seems to be very easy going and we can see this in the manner in which he reacted to the discovery of his affair. Levin's world seems to revolve around his work (but if he does marry, I'm sure it will revolve around his wife and kids) whereas Oblonsky is more interested in his friends and comforts (eating out, etc).
Levin has an unhealthy obsession with Kitty. I wonder what  he'd do if she rejects him- would he marry another woman (who he thinks is inferior to Kitty)? Oblonsky seems to be ungrateful about Dolly especially when he mentions that he has " the present but even that only half-and-half".
I do think Kitty and Levin will end up married but this marriage will take place after some initial troubles (possibly resistance from Kitty's mother). Levin seems to have a serious madonna-whore complex so I'm a bit worried for Kitty. I hope Levin realizes that his way of thinking is wrong and grows as a person.


    


    
        arinkaa (+4)

        Levin and Oblonsky are an interesting pair: every view they each have seems to contradict the other’s, including their opinions of women. Oblonsky views women as objects for his own entertainment (the French woman in the restaurant) or to suit his needs (Dolly). On the other hand, Levin idealizes the women he’s interested in - as Oblonsky puts it: “While [the woman he loves] - herself alone - had no weaknesses and was superior to all humanity.” Interestingly, while these views appear to differ at face value, both Levin and Oblonsky fail to see the women they’re interested in as, well, people.
I’m wondering if this could be true of all their differing opinions and that’s how they manage to get along so well?


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+4)

        *Definitely interested in more backstory on this odd couple and how they found each other.
*Regarding their views on women - in this chapter it was telling how Levin found the French woman cheap/unappealing and Stiva wanted to flirt/chat her up.  Levin definitely has an imagine of a perfect, virgin wife who likely can never live up to the pedestal he has built her while Stiva seems to just generally enjoy the ladies?
*I sure hope for Levin’s sake that Dolly’s prediction comes true but I am guessing it may not.


    


    
        ChelleFromOz (+5)

        Honestly not a fan of Levin! He seems judgy. I won’t comment further on his extreme (unhealthy) worship of Kitty, as I have elsewhere. But also just like he doesn’t care for Stiva taking him to a fancy restaurant and just wants his plain old buckwheat and cabbage soup, for some reason he’s offended by the Frenchwoman just sitting there, offended by the whole room. I think it’s one thing to be out of place, it’s very much being portrayed as a city v country thing, but another to be judgy about it. Like offended? What did it do to you? But I know this is just my interpretation.
I’m wondering if anyone has insight into the French and Russian thing. I’m currently also doing a year of war and peace and learned the aristocracy spoke French instead of Russian. So I’m wondering if here it’s a class thing, the fancy waiter insists on speaking French.


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+4)

        The waiter is a Tatar, apparently considered lower class. Doing the best he can to fill his role, likely proud of knowing all the French names and annoyed that his customer won't use them.


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+6)

        We see again that Levin and Oblonsky belong to different worlds, and this doesn't appear to affect their friendship. Levin acknowledges this: “You know we're utterly unlike each other, different tastes and views and everything; but I know you're fond of me and understand me, and that's why I like you awfully.”
Note that Oblonsky is not so immersed in fashion that he doesn't recognize the absurdity of "poor Grinevitch's nails."
We know from Levin's first appearance that they are childhood friends, and I wonder how this happened. Clearly their worlds intersected then, but now neither would be comfortable for long in the other's lifestyle. I also wonder how Kitty would fit into country life.
We see again that Levin idealizes Kitty, and Oblonsky knows it. He has more experience with women and I don't know if he's being honest or just kind when he gives Levin encouragement. It's a little amusing that he says Darya has a "gift of foreseeing things" and "sees right through people," when all we've seen so far is that she was blindsided by his affair.


    


    
        overlayered (+8)

        Oblonsky and Levin do make a bit of an odd couple, I'm hoping we learn more about their shared past to help explain the connection.
Can't help but feel a bit uncomfortable with Levin's deification of Kitty; the manner in which he's consumed by these wild swings of passion (such as his experience of seeing her at the rink being comparable to seeing the sun)... it's not even so much the inevitability of some sort of disappointment, but it's as though he's seeking a relationship with an ideal rather than a human. And the age difference isn't helping either.


    


    
        ChelleFromOz (+6)

        Yeah his attitude towards Kitty is so worrying. No real person can stand up to this image he’s created that can do no wrong. Even Stiva can see it, I think this line sums it up:
“He understood that feeling of Levin’s so well, knew that for Levin all the girls in the world were divided into two classes: one class including all the girls in the world except her, and they had all the usual human failings and were very ordinary girls; while the other class - herself alone - had no weaknesses and was superior to all humanity.”
A bit much!!


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+5)

        At first I thought "deification" might be too strong a word, but maybe not. He's talking about how his past sins make him unworthy of her, and quoting the prayer about forgiving according to your lovingkindness, which of course refers to God and not another person. Definitely not a healthy attitude.


    


    
        overlayered (+2)

        And here's an area where I'm maybe a little uncertain about the translation's impact, with P&V seeming to have a pretty rigorous "direct" translation style, maybe some of the sense is a little too sharp for what Tolstoy intended. But nevertheless he does seem to be approaching this... in a certain way haha.


    


    
        Pythias (+6)

         Oblonsky comes off as so pretentious. Even at his job, he doesn't seem to have ever really worked a day in his life. Everything is just handed to him and because of that I don't think he can handle any real problems. Like the problem of his marriage potentially failing. Levin, on the other hand seems to value hard work and it makes him seem more respectable. I feel as though Levin doesn't expect anything to be handed to him let alone work out in his favor unless he really puts work into it. Which maybe why he's so nervous about proposing to Kitty. In his mind, there's a chance he's not good enough. 
 Levin seems to put Kitty on a pedestal and that's not a good thing. At that point he maybe over looking her flaws and fall an imagined version of her instead of Kitty's true self. 
 I still like Levin at this point and I want him to be happy. Oblonsky may see the chances of the marriage happening as a sure thing but life has a way of disappointing expectations. I don't know if it'll come true but I sure hope it does.
 I'd like to add that I very much enjoyed the exchange between the waiter's insistence and Oblonsky's reluctance on the French pronunciation of the dishes. "But Oblonski evidently did not want to give him the pleasure of calling the dishes by their French names..." "The waiter, remembering Oblonsky's way of calling the items on the French menu by their Russian names, did not repeat the words after him, but afterwards allowed himself the pleasure of repeating the whole of the order according to the menu: 'Potage printanier, turbot, sauce Beaumarchais, poularde a l'estragon, macedoine de fruits...'"


    


    
        escherwallace (+7)

        To your first point - yes, totally agree, and you made me realize that Oblonsky believes he deserves everything, and Levin believes he deserves nothing.
And yes, I also got a real kick out of that dynamic with the waiter!


    


    
        CoolMayapple (+3)

        This sums up their characters so well:


Oblonsky believes he deserves everything, and Levin believes he deserves nothing.

I would also add that the way they view women seem to be similarly at odds: Oblonsly treats his wife poorly while Levin puts Kitty on a pedestal.
I wonder if this is Tolstoy's commentary on men in the city vs. the country? Or if he's just showing two very different ways that men treat women? I'm curious to see how Anna K will be portrayed/treated when she shows up.


    

Part 1 - Chapter 11

    Discussion from r/yearofannakarenina (2023)

 Oblonsky says there's another man pining for Kitty, Vronsky, an intelligent and well-connected son of Count Kirill Ivanovitch Vronsky, but he believes the chances are in Levin's favor. Do you agree?
 Oblonsky quotes a short German poem, references Charles Dickens' Harold Skimpol or Podsnap, and uses the Magdalen as an exception to Levin's reasoning. And Levin, in turn, uses Plato's Symposium about different kinds of love. Why do you think they, or better yet Tolstoy, use literature now instead of earlier in their conversation?
 Despite having dinner together and they've known each other for a long time, they end with "an extreme sense of aloofness" that Oblonsky is glad to get away from. What do you think are the main topics (or history) that could've lead to this feeling of exhaustion instead of relaxation?
 Anything else you'd like to discuss?
Final line/paragraph:


When the Tatar appeared with a bill for twenty-six roubles and odd kopecks, besides a tip for himself, Levin, who would another time have been horrified, like anyone from the country, at his share of fourteen roubles, did not notice it, paid, and set off homewards to dress and go to the Shtcherbatskys’ there to decide his fate.

See you on Monday for Chapter 12!


9 Comments


    
        zhoq (+1)

        Past years discussions:
- 2019-08-02
- 2021-01-11


    


    
        coltee_cuckoldee (+3)

        It depends on how Kitty feels about Vronsky. If she does like him, I believe that the chances are not in Levin's favor as she seems to consider him as a brother/friend.
I think the topic about women caused the sense of aloofness. The two seem to have different opinions- Oblonsky doesn't care for his wife and wants to leave her whereas Levin mentions that he cannot imagine having an affair with another woman. Both seem to judge one another for their opinions and I think Oblonsky wanted to get away as he knew that Levin did not share the same opinion.


    


    
        Feisty-Source (+3)

        I wonder what the chances are for Levin, given the background of nobility we have seen until now it seems to me that Levin is at a disadvantage of Vromsky, not because of who they are but because of their status.
I thought the use of literature was interesting. I don't think it was to convince each other by expertise / knowledge (they spoke plainly before). Maybe it is a way to communicate through words of others, so that if the argument isn't liked by the receiving end it least it weren't your own words


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+3)

        Vronsky sounds like the kind of suitor who would be expected to win Kitty's favor, and I don't know why Oblonsky thinks Levin has the advantage. We will soon see, I'm sure.
This is the first time in the book that I rather dislike Levin. He despises what he considers "fallen women" and even calls the Frenchwoman "vermin." To him, it seems, they are barely human. Women, apparently, are either angels (Kitty) or disgusting creatures. Oblonsky disagrees. I think he likes women, and loves some of them, and has gotten himself in a terrible fix because of it. He doesn't sound willing to give up the French governess, even though it's ruining his marriage. He even feels for her, or so he says.  And these opposing views are what leads to the aloofness. It's a real disagreement between them, and Levin in particular is having a hard time getting past it.
The literary references seem to be a way of addressing the issue politely, using indirect references. If you use German poetry, or Dickens, or the Bible, it keeps the discussion sounding quite high-minded and you get your point across without being impolitely direct.


    


    
        Pythias (+2)

         From the description of this Vronsky guy, I think the odds may be more in his favor. Though I don't want that to be true. Vronsky seems like the type of guy that Kitty's mother would approve of.
 I think literature is widely accessible and a perfect means of getting your point across. 
* Oblonsky seems heavy with guilty about cheating on his wife. Levin's problems seem to lack severity in light of Oblonsky's situation. 
*Nothing to add at the moment.


    


    
        xiaolongbaokitty (+2)

        - honestly, i agree the chances are in Levins favor. i just can’t explain it, but these past few chapters have convinced me that Kitty would prefer a man like Levin over the handsome, rich dude. it seems like Levin has more heart, although we don’t rlly know anything abt the other guy…
other thoughts: Levin is rlly cute with how in love he is with Kitty and he’s grown on me lol.


    


    
        brioche_01 (+8)

        • Kitty has mentioned that it was not he (Levin) that she loved, implying that she loves another, I wonder if the one she loves is Vronsky or if there is a third man. I don’t think the odds are very good for Levin.
•I suppose both men try to use the greats of literature to convince the other man that he is right in his thinking though neither succeeds.
•They both finish their dinner feeling aloof because their personal problems have not improved from the conversation. Oblonsky worried Levin by mentioning the rival (and what a great man he is) and Levin could not understand Oblonsky’s disrespect of his marriage vows.
•Other thoughts: Vronsky seems a very interesting man, I hope we meet him.
Favorite quote: “Women are the pivot on which everything turns!”


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+6)

        Great assessment - I agree with your thoughts. Love the idea of a 3rd man to add to the drama.
*I found it interesting that Levin had no interest in Oblonsky’s advice on how to approach the situation since Oblansky is the one with all the inside information.
It also felt like they were just taking in two different parallel conversations - only covering their own views and not listening to what the other person was trying to express. I suppose this happens in most conversations there days anyway…
 Levin hinted at some past sins and inner conflict he had lived through. Interested to know what this is about?


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+3)

        I assumed the “past sins” were just Levin being insecure and overly critical of himself. But now that you mention it, maybe not — maybe there’s really something there.


    

Part 1 - Chapter 12

    Discussion from r/yearofannakarenina (2023)

 Do you think the princess is right in her judgment of Levin and Vronsky?
 The princess and the prince have been fighting over the difficulty of marrying off their 3 daughters, particularly with Kitty because the culture around marriage is changing. What's your opinion on the three cultures' practices described in the book, French and English and Russian, around marriage?
 Do you sympathize with or disregard the princess' fears for her daughter?
 Kitty promises her mother that she wouldn't keep secrets from her and the princess believes her. Do you believe Kitty or not?
Last line:


The princess smiled that what was taking place just now in her soul seemed to the poor child so immense and so important.



16 Comments


    
        zhoq (+1)

        Past years discussions:
- 2019-08-03
- 2021-01-12


    


    
        [deleted] (+1)

        I find Vronsky, though not exactly as Stiva, similar to him in some ways-so I think the princesses opinion was mis-led, and should kitty marry Vronsky it shall only be a reflection of Stiva and Dolly’s marriage. Later in the novel, you see Vronsky really isn’t serious, so yes, I think the princesses view is foolish, as well as with this information.
  I find matchmaking a most ridiculous way of planning a marriage, especially as the matchmaker may be biased and see only what they want to see in the person, and not perceive deeply the person they fancy for the match. I think it ought to be the choice of the child to chose, but for the parent to supervise and guide them as best as they can, as to not make a major mistake and throw their life down the toilet, as it would be if Kitty married Vronsky.
  I believe Kitty. Kitty is raised like Dolly, who later in the novel calls herself innocent and stupid. I think Kitty would collapse keeping secrets for too long, if she ever endeavored it.


    


    
        coltee_cuckoldee (+3)

        I get where the princess is coming from. She wants the best for Kitty but seems to have mistaken Levin's shyness for condescension.
I think the English way seems to be the best (give your daughter complete freedom in choosing her husband) however, I understand that it would be controversial in a society that values virginity/purity. I think the next best option would be the Russian practice of hiring a matchmaker-  Kitty would get to spend time with her potential suitors in meetings that are supervised by her mother.
I sympathize with the princess. I wonder if Dolly and Oblonsky met via matchmaker and if the princess supported this match. It looks like she's upset with Dolly's situation and wants Kitty to avoid a similar fate.
I believe Kitty. She seems very childlike (although she's 18) and she's moved to tears in this very conversation.


    


    
        CoolMayapple (+5)

        I think it's really interesting to see how many women on here (myself included) are reflecting on their own experiences in love due to this chapter.
This chapter reminded me of the Matchmaker song from Fiddler on the Roof,  as well as the mother from Pride and Prejudice.
I think it was interesting that the mother is more interested in Kitty's love life than Dolly's. Poor Dolly. But it makes me think that there's an aspect of living through one's own children.
It must have really sucked for the generation in between: those whose parents chose their own marriage and their children chose who they themselves would marry. They must have felt out of control in their own families.
Do I believe that Kitty will keep her promise to her mother? I don't know enough about their relationship to say, but I doubt it.
I'm excited to meet Vronsky. I don't know that a marriage with Levin would be a good one. How will he act when he discovers that Kitty is not an angel but a human who gains weight and gets old just like everyone else? I mean, that's Oblonsly's excuse, right? Dolly got old after having so many kids, and he still has his "vigor"?


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+2)

        I didn't get the idea she was more interested in Kitty's love life than Dolly's, but that she feels that Kitty has a chance to avoid Dolly's fate. She doesn't know how to help Dolly, but she hopes she can do her part to help Kitty. And all the changes occurring in the culture make it even harder for her. I wonder if Oblonsky was her choice for Dolly, or if she and her husband disagreed about it.


    


    
        CoolMayapple (+3)

        This is the quote I was thinking about when I said she was more interested in one daughter's love life than the other:
"Painful as it was for the princess to see the unhappiness of her eldest daughter, Dolly, who was preparing to leave her husband, her worry over the deciding of her youngest daughter’s fate consumed all her feelings. " Chapter 12, pg 65


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+2)

        I see what you mean. My thought was that if Kitty really consumed all her feelings, Dolly wouldn’t have been mentioned at all.


    


    
        tottobos (+2)

        Interesting that the Princess is ignoring her nagging worries about Dolly’s marriage but is barreling ahead trying to get Kitty matched up with Vronsky though she doesn’t really know Vronsky’s intentions or character. She also seems to ignore Levin’s awkward sincerity because she finds him unsophisticated. Kitty seems to have more on her mind than she’s willing to admit to her mother.


    


    
        Pythias (+4)

         I don't think she's right when it comes to Levin. He's shy and he didn't mean to seem so aloof with Kitty. That being said, Kitty is so young!! Levin is 32 if I remember correctly and she's just 18. I know it was a different time then but it's still inappropriate to me. I know nothing of Vronsky yet and I didn't trust the princess judgement of Levin so it's really hard to trust her judgement on Vrosky. 
 I feel like the English way (letting the woman choose) is the right way. I get that it was a different time and it's probably especially important in high society to think about whom your children are going marry. But high society needs to chill out and just let their children be happy. 
 I don't sympathize at all with the princess' fears. But I'll never know the pressures of keeping up an image and keeping my name unspoiled because of my rank in society. I can't imagine the politics. 
 Yes I do. I want to root for Levin and Kitty but like I stated, their age gap kinda ruined it for me and now I can't in good conscience root for Levin.


    


    
        CoolMayapple (+2)

        

high society needs to chill out and just let their children be happy. 

This is so true. I think it sums up every moment in history.
You're right about the age gap being ick. I try not to think about it too much because it can be very distracting.


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+3)

        Well, we finally know her age. She is eighteen. Levin is 32, as I recall. Apparently he was so in love with marrying one of the three Shtcherbatsky daughters that when the older girls married elsewhere he waited forever for the child to grow up. I know we're supposed to like Levin, but this seems creepy to me. Vronsky sounds closer to her in age as well as being of course a brilliant match; if I were the princess I'd prefer him too.
The culture change makes me think of "Fiddler on the Roof," and Tevye singing "Tradition!" when his oldest daughter chooses to marry a man who is not the one the matchmaker found for her.
I do sympathize with the princess, who wants nothing more than for Kitty to be happy. She wishes she could make everything turn out perfectly for her. But then she reflects on Darya's marriage to Oblonsky, which did have parental involvement and at this time is certainly not making her happy.
From my perspective today, the "English" system is the only one acceptable, but the old ways worked out for some people. I think the evolution of the marriage process is going on in India today, and the old style with parental involvement seems to work for some people, as long as the parents respect their children's wishes and don't force a marriage their daughter doesn't want.
I believe Kitty about secrets, at least about important secrets. Kitty believes it, too, I think, but she's so young and that may change.


    


    
        LiteraryReadIt (+2)

        It's ironic that you mentioned India because according to their own cultural tradition in Hinduism, there are 8 recognized forms of marriage ranging from the most auspicious/preferable (parents choosing the spouse after considering each of their backgrounds) to the least auspicious/demon-like (a man raping an incapacitated woman and forcing her to marry him as to preserve her honor). And these date back thousands of years, too.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+3)

        I do think the princess is right about Levin and found it interesting he came across pompous in taking his time when he was just being insecure. It makes sense she would see it that way.
I wonder what Kitty’s secret is and what she holds out hope. Maybe she does like Levin and not Vronsky and her mother is just an unreliable narrator of those feelings because she wishes the opposite?


    


    
        scholasta (+8)

        I do sympathise with the elder princess’s concerns for Kitty.


It was very easy for anyone who had no daughters [to say that daughters should be able to marry as they choose] but the princess realized that in the process of getting to know each other, her daughter might fall in love, and fall in love with someone who did not care to marry her or who was quite unfit to be her husband. And, however much it was instilled into the princess that in our times young people ought to arrange their lives for themselves, she was unable to believe it, just as she would have been unable to believe that, at any time whatever, the most suitable playthings for children five years old ought to be loaded pistols.

If I were a teenaged or early 20s woman this would have repulsed me, but the older I get the more I understand it
As a woman who has been a bit unlucky in love (plans to marry two different men were both cancelled by the man in question), and particularly as a woman who would have been less unlucky had I taken my mother’s advice on both occasions, I am growing to learn that in many cases mothers have in fact seen it all and have accrued some wisdom over the years. Some women (of course not all) do fall in love with the wrong men, and some mothers are blessed with being discerning about it. If only the daughters would listen!
(Of course this is all predicated on having a loving and thoughtful mother, which I know is not a privilege shared by all women)


    


    
        tottobos (+3)

        This is a good point! I do wonder if the princess is also quite shallow and focused on how Kitty’s choice will reflect upon her rather than just how happy it would make Kitty.


    


    
        SnoozealarmSunflower (+7)

        - We haven’t met Vronsky yet, so it is difficult to say if she is correct in her judgement of him. Based on what we know of him, though, I think that the Princess probably isn’t too far off in her judgments.  Levin is obviously in love with Kitty and anxious to propose. His intentions are good. Vronsky seems to be stalling, using the excuse of waiting for his mother to come. It seems like a delay tactic, which could be because he is courting other women and not serious about Kitty enough to propose at the moment. In spite of this, the Princess believes that Kitty loves Vronsky and seems content for her to wait for him to “come around”, rather than be married to the man that truly loves her.
- It was interesting to read of the 3 cultures’ practices. The French continue to decide who their daughters will marry, while the English leave it completely up to the girls and the Russians are trying to fall somewhere in the middle with their matchmaking. They are trying to find the “best of both worlds”, which seems to cause much anxiety for all involved. Of course, it’s hard for me to imagine living in any society with customs other than the English method of allowing the women to chose for themselves.
- As a child-free American woman, its hard for me to to sympathize with the Princess’ fears on the surface but I can’t quite disregard them either. I think at the core her fears are about a mother wanting what she believes is best for her child and not knowing how to facilitate that appropriately or in a way acceptable to society, which is understandable.
- I do not believe Kitty. The blushing and making a point of looking her mother in the eyes makes me believe there’s already something she’s hiding (perhaps a 3rd suitor that her mother is unaware of?).


    

Part 1 - Chapter 13

    Discussion from r/yearofannakarenina (2023)

 Our first Kitty-centric chapter! What do you think was similar and different from Kitty's dilemma of Vronsky vs. Levin compared to her mother's?
 Given Kitty's own reasons, how much do you think her choice was influenced 'correctly' by them?
 How did the chapter's length and focus help build tension for this scene? Do you think it should've been longer?
 Anything else you'd like to discuss?
Last line:


And, bowing, he prepared to leave.



15 Comments


    
        zhoq (+1)

        Past years discussions:
- 2019-08-04
- 2021-01-13


    


    
        ChelleFromOz (+4)

        Not me super late and catching up haha!
I appreciated reading other comments on how Kitty feels about Levin and Vronsky because it seemed a little muddled to me. For Levin, "she felt herself quite simple and clear" however the future was "wrapped in mist". Vronsky is of course the opposite, "uneasiness... in herself" however the future was "a brilliant vision of happiness". I would initially assume the feeling of feeling light and true to yourself would accompany visions of happiness.
I also like her thoughts to herself when thinking of letting down Levin. They go from pain of hurting him, to "I have done nothing wrong. I'll tell him the truth, come what may!" It seems very modern almost, like worry about what you can change (your feelings) and not what you can't (others' feelings).


    


    
        coltee_cuckoldee (+4)

        It looks like Kitty is very comfortable around Levin (does not feel the need to be anyone but herself) but with Vronsky, she does care about his opinion, is self-conscious and therefore does not feel completely at ease. She, however, realizes that she would probably be happier with Vronsky. I think Kitty seems to be more understanding of Levin when compared to her mother. She also does not seem to be worried about the delay of proposal from Vronsky unlike her mother.
I think Kitty is able to clearly envision a comfortable future with Vronsky but not with Levin and this has influenced her choice.
I'm glad the chapter was short and that Levin got the answer he needed. It looks like he'll go back to the country and maybe marry someone there?.


    


    
        [deleted] (+2)

        Yes, I agree. I think the influence of her mother and other forces makes her believe her future with Vronsky would make her happy, and her future with Levin cloudy because his world of the country, his difference in life are different to hers. Yes, I agree with you.


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+3)

        I wonder if Kitty is feeling the pressure of having to choose somebody when she's just eighteen and this is the first year she's been out and eligible.
Her thoughts of her two suitors are no surprise, and consistent with the chapter at the skating rink. Her conclusions are the same as her mother's, but for different reasons.
In any case, she clearly knows Levin well and loves him in a way; she has fond memories of childhood and the good times with him as her brother's friend. [And having written that, I'm starting to doubt how well she really does know him. She probably doesn't know how he views women; she may not have ever had an adult conversation with him. I wonder how often she's even seen him in recent years.] in any case, she knows he's going to make an offer and she dreads it because she doesn't want to hurt him, but faced with having to answer she says it cannot be. A funny way of putting it, but there it is.
We have yet to meet Vronsky, but we know he'll be dashing and romantic. Kitty knows him much less well than she knows Levin; I get the impression she's encountered him only at parties. But she believes she loves him, and I assume she expects to accept his offer if he makes one.
Given the topic of the chapter, it's a good length. We wouldn't want to dwell on Levin's misery any longer.


    


    
        Pythias (+4)

          Kitty's clearly cares more for Levin than her mother does. She sees him as a childhood friend and therefore doesn't want to hurt him. Kitty seems to recognized that a future with Levin would be unclear where as a future with Vronsky would be secure and prosperous. 
 I think even though she loves Levin it only extends to a sibling love where as with Vrosky she actually loves him intimately. And because of that I think she made the right choice to deny Levin and not run away from denying him, even though she knows it hurt him dearly. 
* I think the chapter was perfect. It build it up and was over in the same manner that the question was proposed.


    


    
        SnoozealarmSunflower (+5)

        I think Kitty’s decision to say no to Levin is influenced by her previous discussion with her mother. She is still so young and enjoying the “attention” she is receiving from a Levin. The love she knows that he has for her, plus their history together (his being friends with her dead brother, etc…), makes it difficult for her to hurt him by rejecting his proposal. She does have SOME feelings for him, but is drawn to Vronsky/being pushed in that direction from her mother… I do feel bad for Levin, but their age difference and the fact that he knew her as a child (plus she’s his third option after the oldest two got married!) gives me the ick.


    


    
        overlayered (+3)

        This chapter had me again wanting to nitpick P&V's translation, for example, a paragraph pretty near the beginning:
Going upstairs to dress for the evening and glancing in the mirror, she noticed with joy that she was having one of her good days and was in full possession of all her powers, which she so needed for what lay ahead of her: she felt in herself an external calm and a free grace of movement.
I don't have a terribly specific issue beyond some of the writing seem to be a little bloodless; if she's feeling joy here then why do I feel like I'm just reading a list of the actions she's taking.


    


    
        scholasta (+5)

        I don’t know if that’s a translation issue; I mean, that’s really just how the Russian is written. Compare Garnett:


When she went upstairs to dress, and looked into the looking-glass, she noticed with joy that it was one of her good days, and that she was in complete possession of all her forces,—she needed this so for what lay before her: she was conscious of external composure and free grace in her movements.

(Though I do prefer Garnett’s “forces” to P&V’s “powers”)


    


    
        overlayered (+2)

        Yeah I don't know what else I was looking for, other than the language seeming a little dry in places.


    


    
        xiaolongbaokitty (+4)

        i’m so relieved we get to hear from kittys point of view! everyone’s so focused on her but we never really get to know what she’s thinking until now
i think kittys choice is 100% influenced by her mother. clearly she likes him, judging by how happy she gets.
i loved the length. i thought it was perfect for tension building. to be continued…….


    


    
        DernhelmLaughed (+6)

        

So it is to be,” thought Kitty, and all the blood seemed to rush to her heart. She was horrified at her paleness, as she glanced into the looking-glass. At that moment she knew beyond doubt that he had come early on purpose to find her alone and to make her an offer. And only then for the first time the whole thing presented itself in a new, different aspect; only then she realized that the question did not affect her only—with whom she would be happy, and whom she loved—but that she would have that moment to wound a man whom she liked. And to wound him cruelly. What for? Because he, dear fellow, loved her, was in love with her. 

Kitty's thought process here is devastating, and we know how keenly Levin will feel the wound. We have only just met Kitty, but she and Levin are strangely alike in this respect -  they both recognize the depth of Levin's attachment to her. And he quickly accepts her rejection, proven right that it was hopeless.
None of the other characters describe their love for another with such vulnerability. (Whether this is healthy is another matter entirely.)  It's all flirtation, duty, social advantage, or the feeding of some other appetite.


    


    
        CoolMayapple (+3)

        



None of the other characters describe their love for another with such vulnerability. (Whether this is healthy is another matter entirI noticed this, too! And while I agree that it's not necessarily healthy,  I see it as a sign that they might actually be good together.
It's hard to decide without meeting Vronsky, though.


    


    
        DernhelmLaughed (+3)

        

I see it as a sign that they might actually be good together.

I agree, and I sympathize with Kitty because almost everyone around her is trying to influence her decision, with good intentions, no doubt.


    


    
        CoolMayapple (+5)

        I was so excited to hear Kitty's perspective after spending so much time in Levin's and her mother's heads.
It's hard to ignore the ick factor when she mentions that she's known Levin for years, but it also seems that she genuinely loves him.
I'm curious about the hint of awkwardness and potentially falseness she senses from Vronsky, but I'm holding onto any judgment until we meet him.
I think Kitty's decision to turn down Levin has a lot to do with the conversation she had with her mother.
I enjoyed how the chapter ends on a bit of a cliffhanger. Levin was just about to leave when...


    

Part 1 - Chapter 14

    Discussion from r/yearofannakarenina (2023)

 Levin stays only because he can't escape unnoticed. Do you think he did the right thing staying or could he have left sooner than he did?
 We meet Vronsky for the first time. First impressions?
 Vronsky and Countess Nordston "Masha" gang up on Levin about his disbelief in the then-popular spiritualism, which he compares to electricity. What's your opinion of Levin's argument against spiritualism?
 There's a winter ball next week. Who do you think is going to show up?
* Anything else you'd like to discuss?
Final line:


As soon as the old prince turned away from him, Levin went out unnoticed, and the last impression he carried away with him of that evening was the smiling, happy face of Kitty answering Vronsky’s inquiry about the ball.



8 Comments


    
        zhoq (+1)

        Past years discussions:
- 2019-08-05
- 2021-01-14


    


    
        coltee_cuckoldee (+3)

        I think Levin did leave as soon as he could. If he had left earlier, the princess and Kitty's friend (Countess Nordston) would have some unpleasant things to say.
Vronksy seems like a nice man. I wonder why the Prince does not like him? Is it because he prefers Levin or some other reason (he heard some rumors about Vronsky or knows he won't marry Kitty)?
I think Levin had a sensible argument against spiritualism (especially the point he made about electrical phenomenon being known for centuries before being applied).
I think Kitty and Vronsky will definitely be at the ball. I'm sure Levin won't be there.


    


    
        Pythias (+4)

         I don't know the rules of etiquette, especially etiquette of the late 1800s. I imagine those rules are stiffer and more rigid than today's etiquette rules for high society. That being said I think he could have made a better effort to leave if he really wanted to.  
 So far I do like him. What's not to like he's polite, well mannered, and (in Levin's eyes) seems to greatly care for Kitty. I'm bummed for Levin but if Kitty loves Vronsky then she's doing the right thing. 
 So I like Vronsky so far, he has made a good first impression on me. Countess Nordston on the other hand. I don't like a single thing about her. Her bringing up the subject of spiritualism seemed planned because she knows Levin and likes to embarrass him. Which she successfully did even though I believe Levin made a valid point. Levin should have just dropped the subject and he was given an out by Vronsky.
 Off topic, anytime I hear the word ball (for a formal dance) I'm always reminded of Giselle from Enchanted. In the middle of a song there's a sign for A Kings Queens Ball and Giselle gaps and says "A Ball, oh that would be fun." I just love that break in the middle of the song and it makes me happy every time. Back on topic, I think that everyone we've met so far, with the exception of Stiva coworkers, will be there. Hopefully Levin will be there too, but I'm not holding my breath for him.
* I really feel for Levin (even though I still have issues with the age gap), but I'm happy Kitty seems happy and I really do feel that she did the right thing. I also can't wait to get back to Stiva not because I like him but because I'm curious to see how things have panned out for his wife.


    


    
        SnoozealarmSunflower (+5)

        - There wasn’t an opportunity for him to leave without being seen by someone else and having to explain himself. I’ve definitely been stuck at a party because there’s no way to leave without it being awkward, so I understand his staying and felt a little bad for him. I do think it was good that he was able to stay and see Kitty’s response to Vronsky’s presence- it may help him get some kind of closure and move on from her now that she’s rejected his proposal.
- Vronsky seems like a typical social man, lively , jovial, and a positive presence, trying to get along with everyone. We didn’t get much of a reaction from him towards Kitty, and I’m worried that he may really be leading her on, as we speculated in a previous chapter. It’s almost like he’s putting on a happy show for everyone.
- I think his argument makes sense. If “spiritualism” really is a natural, then it would have been discovered sooner and then the world figures out how to use it, not the other way around.
- For the ball, I think Kitty and her cousin and Vronsky for sure. We still haven’t met Anna Karenina but know she is supposed to be on her way, so maybe she will finally make an appearance.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+2)

        I agree.  I am worried he is leading her on too!


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+5)

        He stayed to be polite, and he got to meet Vronsky. I think that was a good thing; it's good to know the competition.
I did not expect Vronsky to be "not very tall" with "small broad hands." He must be substantially smaller than Levin. He seems to be a typical socially adept gentleman: confident, polite to everyone, and keeping the conversation going. I don't see that he paid particular attention to Kitty other than hoping she'd be at the ball, but his presence was enough to delight her. His reaction to the old prince was significant: "amiable perplexity ... as though trying and failing to understand how and why anyone could be hostilely disposed towards him."
Levin's argument addresses one particular aspect of the spiritualism fad: apparently some people consider it a natural force. I thought it was one of those things that depended on the whim of the spirits, but apparently not. In any case, Levin makes an excellent point in comparing it to electricity; if it's a natural force it should be more predictable.
The winter ball: I certainly expect Kitty and Vronsky to be there, but I think Levin will choose to pass on it. And of course Countess Nordstrom will attend. I really want to know why the delightful Kitty has such an unpleasant friend.


    


    
        DernhelmLaughed (+9)

        I really loved this wordless exchange:


Kitty got up to fetch a table, and as she passed, her eyes met Levin’s. She felt for him with her whole heart, the more because she was pitying him for suffering of which she was herself the cause. “If you can forgive me, forgive me,” said her eyes, “I am so happy.”  
 
“I hate them all, and you, and myself,” his eyes responded, and he took up his hat.

There is a bit earlier on where he can tell how happy she is because her eyes are brighter. Lots of descriptions of eyes in this chapter.


    


    
        CoolMayapple (+6)

        I don't know whether or not Levin did the "right" thing, but his behavior was soooo relatable. I have felt that way before, like how can I leave in the least awkward way possible. I felt so bad for him in this chapter, especially after Masha showed up.
I like Vronsky so far. Attractive and smooth... I can definitely see why everyone in Kitty's orbit is hoping she chooses him over Levin.
Regarding spiritualism, my copy has this interesting footnote: "Tolstoy was very interested in the fashion of spiritualism, which reached Russia in the 1870s. His earliest criticism of it appears here in Levin’s argument with Vronsky"
All I know about this ball is that Vronsky and Kitty are very likely to be there.


    

Part 1 - Chapter 15

    Discussion from r/yearofannakarenina (2023)

 How would you comfort Kitty in this moment?
 We see Prince Alexander Dmitrievich Shcherbatsky (Kitty's father) behind doors for the first time. Do you think his suggestion of this romance being the princess' constant pushiness is accurate, or could he be wrong about some things that he said?
 None of the women (who are all related to each other so far) seem to be in, or are entering into, happy marriages. What do you think are the causes of this unhappiness for them?
 What do you suppose is the significance of Princess Shcherbatsky and Katerina's prayer being the same?
* Anything else you'd like to discuss?
Last line:


And returning to her own room, in terror before the unknown future, she, too, like Kitty, repeated several times in her heart, “Lord, have pity; Lord, have pity; Lord, have pity.”



10 Comments


    
        zhoq (+1)

        Past years discussions:
- 2019-08-06
- 2021-01-15


    


    
        helenofyork (+3)

        The Princess, Kitty's mother, reminds me of Mrs. Bennet from "Pride and Prejudice." She is sheltered, a well-married female member of the upper-class and lacks necessary information. To me, the Princess sounds as ignorant as Mrs. Bennet!
Prince Alexander has probably known of the exploits of countless Vronskys and knows he is not going to be a good husband - if he becomes a husband to Kitty. Dolly's own husband sounds like he was a more cleaned up version of Vronsky who cover his tracks better.


    


    
        coltee_cuckoldee (+2)

        I would tell Kitty that she did take the correct step. She clearly envisions a future with Vronsky and is not romantically interested in Levin. I just hope that Vronsky is not leading her on.
I think he might be correct about Vronsky having no intentions of marrying Kitty. However, I think it was wrong of him to call the ball vulgar. I get that he doesn't like Vronsky and prefers Levin but I think there were also other suitors at the ball.
I think the women don't have much of a choice. Dolly is miserable in her marriage because her husband has cheated but she cannot leave him. The princess has noble intentions for her daughter but her husband seems to be annoyed by the fact the she has a suitor that she prefers for her daughter (Vronsky) when the prince himself prefers Levin. Kitty is young and I don't think she is clear with what she's looking for. I think she is naive with respect to the future she imagines with Vronsky. The ladies don't seem to have the complete choice of choosing or leaving their husband.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+5)

        It seems like the Prince’s reaction indicates that he doesn’t want them to seem like an old fashion family who is finding suitors on the spectrum of arrange marriages whereby he suggests they have open parties to let Kitty decide which is a more modern approach.
Also it is interesting that he like Stiva brings up what society will think. The men are concerned about this. It was mentioned that using a intermediary match maker was “ridiculed” by society so the Princess’ approach is just one step from this.
It sounds like he may also be reacting to some poor matchmaking (possibly by Princess) that was done for Dolly in the past too. Earlier we learn that they had “ disputes” over marrying their two older daughters.
I am not clear if Princess is unhappy in her marriage. Only that it was arranged and that she and the Prince have had disagreements over the marriage arrangements of their daughters.


    


    
        forestfaey (+3)

        Honestly, I don't know what to think at this moment. We are getting many peoples views of who kitty should end up with and it's hard to know yet (at least for me) who is objectively correct, if anyone!
However it does seem at least that everyone wants the best for kitty, they just each seem to think that looks like something different.
That being said, I am confused by the prince's reaction, as it does seem to be that the Princess does consider Kitty's happiness. His reaction to me seemed a bit out of the blue and over-sensitive. I wonder if their disagreement over kitty's marriage is more reflective of their own relationship  rather than kitty's future?


    


    
        scholasta (+5)

         How would you comfort Kitty in this moment?
By reminding her that one is never to feel bad for not being romantically attracted to someone
 What do you suppose is the significance of Princess Shcherbatsky and Katerina's prayer being the same?
Perhaps to show that daughters tend to imitate their mothers. Reminds me of a quote by Oscar Wilde: “All women become like their mothers. That is their tragedy. No man does, and that is his.” (From The Importance of Being Ernest)
Or perhaps to hint that Kitty rejecting Levin was in error because it has sent the entire household into despair …?


    


    
        DernhelmLaughed (+2)

        

Perhaps to show that daughters tend to imitate their mothers. Reminds me of a quote by Oscar Wilde: “All women become like their mothers. That is their tragedy. No man does, and that is his.” (From The Importance of Being Ernest)

That's a great observation. Kitty and Dolly have probably only had role models from marriages their social class, and their mother did so as well. Almost everyone is doing what their parents did.


    


    
        DernhelmLaughed (+2)

        I didn't really get the prince's objection to his wife hunting for a husband for Kitty. This is, after all, what the women in this social strata are expected to do - make a good match. It makes no sense to object to his wife's efficient matchmaking.  Perhaps all he objected to was her lack of tact, or perhaps he was miffed that his preferred pick, Levin, had been supplanted by Vronsky.
I do wonder if Dolly is being pitied because they knew Stiva was a bad match before they got married, or if this is simply a reaction to Stiva's infidelity leading to marital woes in the Oblonsky household.


    


    
        Pythias (+3)

         I would assure her that she made the right decision because she did what felt right. And what's right is not always an easy thing to do. 
 Prince Alexander Dmitrievich has put doubt in me about Vronsky. Before this chapter I was fully confident that he reciprocated Kitty's feelings. But Prince Alexander is a guy and and I feel like he knows how men's minds may work. After all he was young once.  I don't know if I trust his judgement and I hope that he's just being overprotective. But I can't help to believe that he may have a point and knows Vrosky's true intentions. 
 High society seems to gravitate toward marriages that will best suit their reputations. I don't think that happiness is a top priority with high society though Alexander seems very concerned with Kitty's happiness and I appreciate that. 
 That they are very much alike and that they both have the same doubts or that they both sense something bad may fall upon Kitty's future marriage opportunity. 
* I'm really enjoying this novel. I'm reading Don Quixote as well and I do like it and find it amusing but I'm enjoying Anna Karenina more so. I'm fully invested in these characters and they seem so real to me.


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+3)

        How would I comfort Kitty? I suppose I would tell her that she can't base her decisions on not wanting to hurt someone; the man she accepts must be one she truly loves. (Whether this turns out to be Vronsky is a separate issue.)
The prince could be wrong, of course, but he seems to be stating facts, and his wife doesn't contradict him. If he's correct, and the Princess has been pre-selecting the young men invited to her parties, he has a point. I would see that as pushing Kitty toward marriage at eighteen, when perhaps she could take more time to know people better.
We've only seen a few marriages so far, and Dolly's is the only one I'd characterize as unhappy. Was that the result of the Princess preselecting suitors, and was Oblonsky like Vronsky? We don't know. The elder Prince and Princess may not be unhappy at all; they're having a fight now, but married couples do that.
The prayer (Lord, have pity) is the Kyrie Eleison, otherwise translated "Lord, have mercy." It's a standard part of the liturgy in the Catholic and Eastern Orthodox churches, and is like the prayer in Psalm 51: "Have mercy upon me, O God, according to thy lovingkindness: according unto the multitude of thy tender mercies blot out my transgressions." This would be a natural prayer for someone who thinks she's perhaps done something wrong and even hurt another person, and both Kitty and her mother are troubled about that. [Edit: I just realized that the passage from Psalm 51 is the same one quoted by Levin at the end of Chapter 10. It must be one of Tolstoy's favorites.]
For some reason, my favorite thing in this chapter is “the prince, waving his arms, and at once wrapping his squirrel-lined dressing-gown round him again.” I can just picture him.


    

Part 1 - Chapter 16

    Discussion from r/yearofannakarenina (2023)

 Vronsky is courting Kitty without intention of marrying her. What do you think could be driving this disconnect in Vronsky?
 Vronsky appears to have left a life, or part of a life, behind in Petersburg since he's been in Moscow; by the way, the cities are hundreds of miles/kilometers from each other. What other comparisons have we seen between the two cities so far in regards to the characters?
 He feels that a step should be taken to the 'strong spiritual bond' between him and Kitty, but he is unsure how to do it. What do you think he's going to do?
 He believes he's growing better by simply being at the Shtcherbatskys'. Do you believe him?
* Anything you'd like to discuss?
Final line:


He went straight to his room at Dussots’ Hotel, ordered supper, and then undressed, and as soon as his head touched the pillow, fell into a sound sleep.

See you all on Monday for Chapter 17!


18 Comments


    
        zhoq (+1)

        Past years discussions:
- 2019-08-07
- 2021-01-16


    


    
        coltee_cuckoldee (+5)

        It's mentioned that Vronsky's previous love interests were not women in society. I guess this means that he had affairs with working women and since he wasn't expected to marry a working woman, he has no qualms about courting Kitty in a similar fashion. It reminds me of Anthony and Sienna's affair in Bridgerton. Men are allowed to court poorer women but it's expected that they would not marry that woman. I think Vronsky realizes that Kitty loves him but he just prefers to spend time with her and refuses to think of her as a love interest while enjoying the intimacy their relationship grants. In short, he's taking advantage of her.
I think Vronsky might think about proposing to Kitty. I'm unsure if they would actually marry, though since the prince does not like him.
I believe that Vronsky enjoys going to the Scherbatsky's house as he never had a family of his own and is now able to spend time with her family. I think he craves the close relationships one has with their parents/siblings and that's why he enjoys visiting Kitty's house.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+4)

        

I believe that Vronsky enjoys going to the Scherbatsky's house as he never had a family of his own and is now able to spend time with her family. I think he craves the close relationships one has with their parents/siblings and that's why he enjoys visiting Kitty's house.

Isn’t it interesting that Levin was also drawn to Kitty for similar reasons - because he wanted to be part of the Scherbatsky family?


    


    
        coltee_cuckoldee (+4)

        Yes, it is! However, it seems like Levin is being his own awkward self whereas Vronsky is putting on a nice gentleman act.


    


    
        Pythias (+12)

         I cannot emphasis my level of disappointment with Vronsky. I wasn't sure that Kitty's father had any evidence to back up is doubts so I was really hoping that he was just paranoid. But he turned out to be right and I hate it. Vronsky is described to not being a family man and I think that his mother's causal love life really did a number on Vronsky. I don't believe he's a bad guy for it because he's not fully aware of the whole situation. It's just a terrible situation for Kitty to be in. 
 I have not been paying enough attention to catch any comparisons between Moscow and Petersburg. But it does seem that specifically in Moscow among high society, that you only court a woman if you intend to marry her. Which would make sense to me as to why Vronsky doesn't seem to think what he is doing with Kitty is a big deal, why Kitty and her mother believe Vronsky does mean to propose and finally why Kitty's father understood Vronsky's true intentions. 
 Will he change his mind about proposing? I honestly don't believe that to be likely. Is sleeping with someone with out marring them a thing that's accepted in Petersburg but not Moscow? If so is that what Vronsky intends? 
 Well he maybe growing better but I don't think he's got the full extent of etiquette in Moscow just yet. 
* Vronsky knows Oblonsky. Is that why Oblonsky was so confidant about Levin marrying Kitty? Does Oblonsky know Vronsky's true intentions and for that reason believes that no matter what happens between Vronsky and Kitty, Vronsky will not want to marry Kitty and for that reason Levin will as have a chance? That is something I would like to know.


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+3)

        We actually don't know what Petersburg high society is like in terms of courting, because Vronsky's "love affairs" were with women of another class. Why he didn't continue that pattern in Moscow is anyone's guess. Unless perhaps Oblonsky introduced him to the family, and he met Kitty, and enjoyed being with her.


    


    
        Pythias (+2)

        Yes, I like your theory.


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+6)

        Well, it seems that the Prince is right about Vronsky. His life experience has been predominantly among men, mostly military men; his mother and her many affairs; and the women with whom he's had affairs. "Although he did go more or less into Petersburg society, his love affairs had always hitherto been outside it.” Presumably this means with women of the lower class whom it would never occur to anyone that he would marry.
His musings about Kitty don't make a lot of sense, possibly because he hasn't gotten to know anyone like her before. In fact, he can't conceive of someone so different from himself, who would be unhappy if they didn't marry. This doesn't really explain his hints to Kitty about waiting for his mother's arrival... to do what, if not propose to Kitty? Whatever "step" must be taken, it's outside his experience, and he's very clear that he doesn't plan on marriage.
His feeling about "growing better" sounds rather like a fantasy, making him feel good about himself. I believe that he thinks that, but it may be that he's simply modifying his act in order to fit in, and at heart remains (to use the Prince's words) a "peacock," a "feather-head," and a "Petersburg swell."
I haven't seen much of a comparison between the two cities so far. St. Petersburg was the capital then,and apparently had more of a military presence. But was the "society" much different? I can't tell from what I've read so far.
At the end, he decides to go home, but not before evaluating his other options. One is "Chateau des Fleurs; there I shall find Oblonsky." Are he and Oblonsky accustomed to partying together?


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+6)

        

At the end, he decides to go home, but not before evaluating his other options. One is "Chateau des Fleurs; there I shall find Oblonsky." Are he and Oblonsky accustomed to partying together?

I was also wondering this! It did seem Oblonsky knew him but I also found it interesting that we discover that Oblonsky hangs out at the bar regularly - poor Dolly.


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+6)

        I just reread the section where Oblonsky describes Vronsky to Levin.
Vronsky is one of the sons of Count Kirill Ivanovitch Vronsky, and one of the finest specimens of the gilded youth of Petersburg.  I made his acquaintance in Tver when I was there on official business, and he came there for the levy of recruits. Fearfully rich, handsome, great connections, an aide-de-camp, and with all that a very nice, good-natured fellow.  But he's more than simply a good-natured fellow, as I've found out here—he's a cultivated man, too, and very intelligent; he's a man who'll make his mark."
....he turned up here soon after you'd gone, and as I can see, he's over head and ears in love with Kitty, and you know that her mother…"
Oblonsky may be overestimating Vronsky juuust a little.


    


    
        SnoozealarmSunflower (+5)

        I don’t think Vronsky is intentionally leading Kitty on. Without having a solid example of a marriage as a child, it just isn’t something that crossed his mind. He was having fun and enjoying the attention of Kitty and assumed that she felt the same. Is that selfish? Sure. It doesn’t seem like he ever truly considered her feelings or asked her. Whether it’s intentional or not, the outcome is the same (potential heartbreak for Kitty). I think part of him wants to be better, he just doesn’t know how.


    


    
        AishahW (+5)

        I believe Vronsky is a pure narcissist, & he's completely incapable of both grasping the utter selfishness of his actions & their potential consequences.  He's a very dangerous person to be associated with because on the surface, all seems benevolent & attractive, but internally there's plenty of emotional underdevelopment & the potential of destroying another's life irrevocably. NOT feeling Vronsky at all!!!


    


    
        Pythias (+3)

        I'm with you completely.


    


    
        AishahW (+2)

        Thanks fellow reader-I really appreciate it!!


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+9)

        Vronsky’s worldly ways from St Petersburg and his upbringing (he has had affairs and mostly been independent his whole life) seems at odds with sweet, naive Kitty.
Though they may feel like soulmates, he is like a wild stallion not wanting to be tamed into marriage. I cannot wait to see how he works through this conundrum. He seems to realize some merit to being tamed by the end of the chapter.
I am loving Tolstoy and his work so far. It’s my first. What excellent set ups for all the characters so far. I am excited to read on.


    


    
        Pythias (+3)

        It's also my first Tolstoy novel and I'm loving how real the characters are to me.
The only way I'll accept and forgive Vronsky is if he changes his mind and marries Kitty.


    


    
        DernhelmLaughed (+9)

        Vronsky mentions that he and Kitty understand each other without speaking:


what is so exquisite is that not a word has been said by me or by her, but we understand each other so well in this unseen language of looks and tones, that this evening more clearly than ever she told me she loves me. And how secretly, simply, and most of all, how trustfully!

I thought it was a great contrast to the wordless exchange between Kitty and Levin earlier. Whereas Kitty and Levin really do seem to have understood each other without the need to speak, Vronsky here seems to be deliberately leaving things unsaid todeceive Kitty into thinking he has sincere matrimonial intentions.


    


    
        Pythias (+3)

        Yes, I love that you pointed this out because it's so true and made me do a complete 180 on my feelings towards Vronsky.


    

Part 1 - Chapter 17

    Discussion from r/yearofannakarenina (2023)

I'm sorry for missing yesterday.
 What do you think Vronsky means by saying Alexei Alexandrovitch Karenin is "not in my line"?
 How do you think Vronsky is going to behave towards Levin and Kitty now that he knows he proposed to her?
 What sensory effect does the description of the train's arrival have on the scene and you, the reader?
 What do you think is the cause of this animosity Vronsky feels toward his mother?
* Anything else you'd like to discuss?
Final line:


He did not in his heart respect his mother, and without acknowledging it to himself, he did not love her, though in accordance with the ideas of the set in which he lived, and with his own education, he could not have conceived of any behavior to his mother not in the highest degree respectful and obedient, and the more externally obedient and respectful his behavior, the less in his heart he respected and loved her.



8 Comments


    
        zhoq (+1)

        Past years discussions:
- 2019-08-08
- 2021-01-17


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+3)

        He says "not in my line" in English, and I don't understand why. He might simply mean that he has had no occasion to meet Karenin in the course of his business. Or, since he has just described him as "clever, learned, religious somewhat," he might mean that he isn't really interested in associating with someone like that.
I think Vronsky is not likely to behave any differently towards Levin and Kitty. His manners in society are superficial and set to give a good, sociable impression.
I loved the description of the train's arrival. Busy, noisy, people everywhere.
I suspect the Countess Vronskaya was not much of a mother to her son, and probably entrusted him to nannies and governesses before going to the Corps of Pages to prepare for his military career. We've already been told of her many affairs. She may not have done much of anything to cause him to love and respect her.
Oblonsky is becoming ever more unlikeable to me. The superficial quotes that he repeats, probably to sound educated; the way he eagerly told Vronsky all about Levin and his love for Kitty -- he really isn't much of a man.
And I am curious about Oblonsky "collecting subscriptions" in connection with "a supper on Sunday for the diva. What's that about?


    


    
        coltee_cuckoldee (+2)

        I think Vronsky was trying to say that he knows that Karenin is religious and therefore they have little in common (or are completely unalike).
Vronsky was commenting on how abruptly Levin left so it seems like he knows that he was rejected by Kitty. I don't think Vronsky considers Levin to be his rival/competition as he may be aware that the princess prefers him to Levin. I think Vronsky's ego has received a boost knowing that Kitty has rejected Levin as she wants him.
The descriptions made the train scene very easy to visualize.
A previous chapter had mentioned that Vronsky's mother had had several love affairs (even while she was married) and this was known to everyone. I'm sure Vronsky resents her for this- I cannot imagine the talk he might have had to hear. This is just speculation on my part but it might be that Vronksy has no problem leading Kitty on as he might expect all Society women to have affairs like his mom.
Favorite line: "That is why so many prefer women of the demi-monde. If you don't succeed in that case, it only shows that you have not enough money, but in this case one's pride is in the balance."


    


    
        SnoozealarmSunflower (+2)

        I fell a few days behind in reading, but getting caught up now. I agree that Vronsky doesn’t consider Levin to be his rival, and therefore probably won’t act any differently towards him. I want to believe that knowing Kitty turned down Levin’s proposal in favor of him will make Vronsky evaluate how serious he is about her and act accordingly, but I don’t think it will.


    


    
        Pythias (+3)

         I'm not sure how to take this. Maybe that he's not well acquainted with her like he is with Oblonsky.
 He doesn't strike me as one to be jealous or mean spirited. I feel like he may actually take pity on Levin.
 It feels lively and like your actually there. I can see why this book is a classic. Everything about it is just so easy to love. 
 Vronsky's mother was probably neglectful and considering he didn't have a father growing up, he probably needed more attention than his mother provided.  I would not be surprised if his mother probably abandoned him to his nannies and boarding school. It would easily make any child resentful. 
* The last paragraph of the chapter really made me feel for Vronsky. As I said I think he resents her more than actually hates her. The thing is usually in a situation like that, as an adult you can cut your parents out of your lives. But Vronsky seems stuck because of his position and reputation, so I do feel for him.
"In the depths of his heart he did not respect his mother and (although this he never acknowledged to himself) did not lover her, but in accordance with the views of the set he lived in, and as a result of his education, he could not imagine himself treating her in any way but one altogether submissive and respectful; the more submissive and respectful he was externally, the less he honored and loved her in his heart."
No worries about yesterday. You do more than enough by running our discussion and I appreciate it.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+3)

        Thanks for running our discussion. No problem missing yesterday.
* “not in my line” maybe means he does not have a basis for opinion?
I wonder if Vronsky will finally see that Kitty is turning down proposals in hopes of being with him. And will take the relationship more serious.  Though I have some serious doubts about him when he was excited to hear the news “He felt himself a conqueror.” I have been giving him the benefit of the doubt all along. But this is just a bizarre comment in light of his lack of committing.
  I found the description of the train’s arrival beautiful and haunting. It really showed he diversity of Tolstoy’s writing not just if dialog and characters but description of the scene as well.


    


    
        CoolMayapple (+6)

        

In his soul he did not respect her and, without being aware of it, did not love her, though by the notions of the circle in which he lived, by his upbringing, he could not imagine to himself any other relation to his mother than one obedient and deferential in the highest degree, and the more outwardly obedient and deferential he was, the less he respected and loved her in his soul.

I don't know if he felt "animosity" towards his mother. I interpreted it as indifference. Either way, I'm definitely curious to find out more about their relationship.
As someone who went NC with their own mother recently, this quote really spoke to me.


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+3)

        I think it was a little more than indifference, but not as strong as actual animosity. Resentment, maybe, for not being much of a mother.


    

Part 1 - Chapter 18

    Discussion from r/yearofannakarenina (2023)

 What a way to almost begin February with a book of romance; we've met Anna Karenina! First impressions?
 Vronsky's mother doesn't seem too bad. Do you think Vronsky exagerrated how his mother is, or are we going to see more true to his words?
 How do you suppose the guard's death is an omen of evil?
 Anything else you'd like to discuss?
Final line:


On reaching home Oblonsky helped his sister out, sighed, pressed her hand, and set off to his office.



16 Comments


    
        zhoq (+1)

        Past years discussions:
- 2019-08-09
- 2021-01-18


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+4)

        I'm glad to finally meet the lady the book is named for! She's beautiful and sociable, but we don't really know her yet. She has a young child whom she adores. And we get clear indications that something's likely to happen between her and Vronsky. That was a surprise to me.
About the Countess: I want to know how old Vronsky is if his mother is a "dried-up old lady?" I had thought of him as being closer to Kitty's age than Levin is, but maybe not. Also, I think we see one reason Vronsky doesn't care for her: he's not her favorite child. She's telling him all about his older brother (favored by the Tsar) and his children. And she addresses him as "vous," not "tu," so it doesn't seem they're very close. I actually don't expect her to play a big part in the story, good or bad.
The "omen of evil" tells us that Anna is a person who thinks there are such things as omens, and that events have significance outside their plain meaning. Maybe we'll find out later what significance she attaches to this awful death.


    


    
        coltee_cuckoldee (+4)

        Anna seems like a lively young woman who's devoted to her son.
I think we might see scenes in the future that prove that Vronsky's description of his mother was correct. I wonder if she'll be as involved in his life later on. I was also wondering if Vronsky is close to his brother- his mother mentioned how the Emperor showed his brother a special favor but Vronsky had no reply/reaction to it.
I think Anna has realized that something will happen in the near future that will wreck her life. She's trying to help her brother with his domestic life but I think something bad will happen to her or her son.
I found it amusing how Oblonsky was moved to tears when he found out about the accident and the family the victim left behind but he did not donate anything (but Vronsky did)? I know that Oblonsky is in debt but he has no qualms having these fancy dinners. Also found it funny how Oblonsky dropped Anna at his home before driving to his office- why does she need to clean up his mess?


    


    
        helenofyork (+2)

        "Oblonsky dropped Anna at his home before driving to his office" Oblonsky is such a jerk and Tolstoy tells us in so many little ways!


    


    
        Pythias (+5)

         I like Anna Karenina way more than her brother. She seems to have all the heart of the two siblings. 
 People can change and what you are now doesn't always represent what you were in the past. Vronsky's mother can be a saint right now, she could be the most amazing women but we don't know just yet why Vronsky feels the way about his mother. Maybe she wasn't there for him when he needed her the most. Kids don't always understand why parents do things they do and sometimes kids can hold certain things against their parents. I see nothing wrong with her as of yet. But I liked Vronsky when I first met him and now I'm not fond of him. So I will hold my judgement on his mother till I get more info. 
 I like what u/DernhelmLaughed said about the death being a theme of the book. It very well could be (I came into this book completely blind). I agree with u/DernhelmLaughed said. 
 I like how Anna unintentionally had Vronsky react after the accident by giving the widower 200 roubles. All Anna asked was "Can nothing be done for her?" and Vronsky immediately went to donate money to the widow. Is Vronsky so easily charmed by pretty women or is Anna just so unintentionally charming? Is it a bit of both?


    


    
        DernhelmLaughed (+5)

        I thought Vronsky's gesture was kind, especially since he seemed to have given the money quietly. And the rest of his party would not have learned of it, had not the station-master come up to them. So, it was not done to impress Anna, at least. Does that imply sincerity on Vronsky's part?


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+3)

        Or did he arrange for the station-master to come up and ask that question? Vronsky really doesn't seem the kind of person to do good quietly, but he wouldn't want to be the one to announce what he'd done, either.


    


    
        SnoozealarmSunflower (+2)

        At first I thought it was sweet, although out of character, that he gave the money quietly without any fanfare, but you’re absolutely right. He may have arranged for it to play out that way!


    


    
        Pythias (+3)

        I think it does imply sincerity but I wonder if he would have done it without Anna's question.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+8)

         I find Anna delightful. At least through Vronsky’s and his mother’s eyes. Her actions seem tender and kind.
 His mother seems kind and cultured. I imagine there is something in his lack of respect for her that will come out when they are not in public.
* I find it interesting that now Oblonsky is fully on Vronsky’s side. “You know we’re hoping he will marry Kitty.”


    


    
        helenofyork (+3)

        Vronsky's mother was probably neglectful and had nannies raise him and then boarding school while she amused herself. He feels he "should" love her because she is his mother but hasn't developed the feelings enough to do so.


    


    
        SnoozealarmSunflower (+3)

        Yes I also found his comment about “hoping he will marry Kitty” interesting. He seemed on Levin’s side before, but now that he is pretty sure the proposal was rejected, he’s team Vronsky.


    


    
        DernhelmLaughed (+6)

         Anna Karenina seems socially adept and seems to have charmed the Vronskys. It remains to be seen if she is truly able to maneuver difficulties, or if she is simply someone who never encounters difficulties because of her status. As Vronsky noted, "from one glance at this lady’s appearance Vronsky classified her as belonging to the best society."
 She seems nice... in public.
* That line sounded so superstitious when Anna says it, but the death probably represents a theme of this book - is a quick death better than a slow agonizing one?


    


    
        CoolMayapple (+5)

        I was surprised it took us so long to meet her, but I am so glad we got there! I found her delightful.
Did Vronsky say anything bad about his mother? Or did he just talk about how he personally felt about her? She seemed okay to me.
I'm 100% sure the guard's death was an evil omen.
On a side note, I LOVE riding trains, and after hearing how far away Moscow and St Petersburg are from each other,  I wonder how long Mrs. Vronsky and Anna rode together. I annually take a train about 250 miles, and it's a 7-8 hour train ride. Apparently, now there's a really fast train in Russia that makes this trip in 3.5 hours! Anyway, all that to say that I wish we'd seen a little bit of their actual train ride together.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+4)

        Too funny - I also used the exact same word to describe Anna “delightful”. Very Mary Poppins.


    


    
        DernhelmLaughed (+5)

        I like riding trains too! I've always wanted to take the Trans-Siberian railway, but maybe not when that country is at war with the rest of Europe.


    

Part 1 - Chapter 19

    Discussion from r/yearofannakarenina (2023)

Copy and pasted from 2021:
 Do you think Anna offered Dolly good advice?
 Why do you think Dolly finds the Karenin household artificial, and what does this tell us about Anna?
 Do you think Anna’s words and empathy are genuine, or does she simply tell people what she thinks they want to hear like her brother?
 Has Anna’s and/or Dolly’s behavior in this chapter changed your view of them?
 With Anna's advice in your mind: would you forgive Stiva and forget about the affair, if you were in Dolly's situation?
 Favorite line / anything else to add?
Final line:


I’m so glad that you have come, my dear, I really am. I feel better, so much better.



23 Comments


    
        zhoq (+1)

        Past years discussions:
- 2019-08-10
- 2021-01-19


    


    
        NoMilkNoSugarCoffee (+3)

        Hi, I have a question. Can we participate in these if we are ahead but make sure we clear of spoiling? I am on part 6 atm.


    


    
        Kleinias1 (+2)

        I think you should participate but my suggestion would be to avoid the speculative questions (to which you now have some knowledge of) and instead focus on the “favorite line/anything else to add” part. Mention your favorite parts of the chapter, anything that interested you or that surprised you… things like that. I usually have at least one favorite part of each chapter and I bet you do as well.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+2)

        This is an interesting question.  I have a tough time answering the questions if I get ahead even one chapter as we mostly are speculating on the characters as we meet them - providing our opinion as we watch them unfold.  So additional knowledge to me feels like spoilers. I would be interested to know if there are others responding who are ahead or re-readers. I may be totally wrong because no one has provided anything that feels spoiler so far.
In this weeks questions at a minimum It seems that the last two questions are spoiler proof?


    


    
        NoMilkNoSugarCoffee (+2)

        Understandable. I think I will just enjoy reading the discussions and I am sad I didn’t find this subreddit when I first started.


    


    
        coltee_cuckoldee (+6)

        I don't think Anna's advice was helpful to Dolly. It's clear that she is biased when it comes to this situation. Also, it looks like Anna has not been in a similar situation so she should just keep out of it.
It seems to me that Anna does not get along well with her husband but the two try to maintain a facade of a happy family. I was a bit annoyed that Anna was advising Dolly on this situation. It looks like Dolly and Stepan were a love match (not arranged via matchmaker or fell in love quickly during their courtship/early days of marriage) but there is no love between Anna and her husband. If my assumption is true, that means that Anna herself does not know much about marital love and therefore since cannot understand Dolly's pain, she should not be advising her.
I think Anna's words and empathy are somewhat genuine but she also does tell people what she wants to hear. In my copy of the book, it mentioned that Anna said this line as she guessed that it would touch Dolly the most: "what moved me most is that two things tormented him .. "
I feel bad for Dolly. She has virtually zero support from her family and her husband has no remorse at all. It also seems like Dolly was completely clueless about relationships/sex before Stepan and this was her only romantic relationship which is why she's devastated by his betrayal. I did not like Anna in this chapter. This situation has nothing to do with her and she should stay out of it (unless she actually wants to support Dolly). I wonder if Anna will ever have to deal with betrayal in the future as she speaks about how she'd react to it (there was a bad omen in the previous chapter so I'm sure Anna will have to deal with death in some way- it could be the death of a relationship).
No, I would not forgive Stiva or forget about the affair. I know divorce/separation was probably not an option in those days, but I would cut all romantic ties with him but stay with him for the kids (I'm assuming he's the financial provider). If Dolly's parents agree to support her and the 4 kids, I would suggest her to move back home (although there would be gossip and Dolly would likely become a societal outcast).
Favorite line (don't agree with this but I just like the way it's written): It's worse for the guilty than the innocent one if he feels that the misfortune all comes from his fault.
Also, I felt really bad when Dolly was talking about losing her looks and youth to provide Stiva with kids and how she was insecure that they may have talked about her.


    


    
        DernhelmLaughed (+7)

         That's a loaded question. For whom is Anna advocating? Her brother, of course. Anna has twisted the perspective into how bad it has been for Stiva, "He’s to be pitied, he’s weighed down by remorse" etc. Anna is trying to make Dolly accept her husband's infidelity. It's of secondary concern whether staying in the marriage is detrimental to Dolly.
 As Dolly herself says, she entered this marriage naïvely, and she is starting to realize that even her own husband has put on a false face. Dolly has been, and is being, manipulated by her husband. Now Dolly worries that Anna has likewise put on a facade.
 Anna does seem manipulative here.
 We see Anna in a different context here. When we meet Anna at the railway station, you can understand that she might be only speaking lightly and charmingly for the sake of social niceties among strangers, even when someone died horribly nearby. But here with her sister-in-law in distress, Anna is still using charm to defuse the situation.
* Does Dolly have any good alternatives? She's bemoaning her lost youth and beauty having been consumed by her husband and children. And she's still paralyzed with inaction, evident from the fact that she hasn't packed and left already. I think she already knows she's trapped, but there's no way for her to remain married to Stiva and preserve her dignity. And she recognizes Stiva might be unfaithful again. No wonder she's so crushed.


    


    
        helenofyork (+2)

        Dolly does not have any good alternatives. Not one. The best she can hope for is a reconciliation and to put the adultery behind them.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+2)

        So…you are not a fan of Anna? I am a bit more optimistic.  I want her to just be a people pleaser and not so manipulative.  Maybe they are just the two sides of the same coin though.


    


    
        DernhelmLaughed (+2)

        It's too early to tell from just these 2 chapters. But I think a character's likeability isn't necessarily linked to how interesting they are to the reader.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+2)

        Well said! Can’t wait to see how things unfold.


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+7)

        Anna's goal was to get Dolly to forgive Stiva, and keep the family together. Given the times they lived in, that was probably good advice, with the other options being (1)Dolly leaving with the children and (2)staying together without forgiveness.
Anna says what she has to in order to accomplish her goal. It isn't entirely true, of course; Stiva told us almost from the start that he doesn't love Dolly. But Anna is a good salesperson, and she achieved the result she wanted. I think Dolly is happier too, at least for now. If I were in Dolly's situation I would try to forgive him, though it would be hard, but I doubt I'd be able to forget about the affair. She won't either. It's changed her entire worldview, which was previously so trusting and naïve.
Vronsky has a "vague recollection of something stiff and tedious" associated with the Karenin name, so Dolly isn't the only one. Anna is neither stiff nor tedious, so it must be her husband who gives that impression. A marriage of convenience, most likely, with Anna's marriage arranged in the old style, for social standing and financial benefit.
And now we know more about the letter! If it had been a letter to Dolly accusing Stiva of having an affair, he could have denied it, and she might have believed him because she loved him and had no hint of his relations with other women. But it was actually a letter he himself had written to his mistress the French governess. Yikes! How in the world did that wind up in Dolly's hands?


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+2)

        

And now we know more about the letter! If it had been a letter to Dolly accusing Stiva of having an affair, he could have denied it, and she might have believed him because she loved him and had no hint of his relations with other women. But it was actually a letter he himself had written to his mistress the French governess. Yikes! How in the world did that wind up in Dolly's hands?

Good callback. I forgot that we didn’t know details about the letter yet.  I had been thinking I just missed it in my reading.


    


    
        Pythias (+3)

         I don't know. It's clear that Dolly still loves Oblonsky. But I don't know if I could do the same if I were in her shoes. She does seem to be trapped and Anna's advice seems the best for the situation that Dolly's in. 
 Probably because the home is all based on keeping up with a certain image. I'm just speculating here. 
 Anna seems more genuine and empathic than Oblonsky. To me, so far, she seems kindhearted. 
 I still like both women but I feel even more so for Dolly. I feel as though her only choice is to forgive Oblonsky for the sake of her family and her well being. I feel as though she already knew this but Anna just made it more clear to Dolly. 
* I would not. Social life be damn.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+5)

        I am getting the feeling Anna puts on a good show like Stiva by telling people what they want to hear. She comes in telling Dolly to forgive Stiva  and show how hard it has been on him.  Once Dolly tells her she is not thinking of her side, Anna switches her story.  None of it seems malicious but it’s like she just sides with whomever she is talking to in that moment much like Stiva.
I am impressed by Dolly in this chapter. She does see his side of things, listens to Anna’s input yet also vents her side and makes strong arguments for her points.  It was very level- headed and the most painful issue seemed not that it happened but that he was “deliberately, slyly deceiving me...” That will be the toughest part to forgive.
I feel so sad for her and women during this time as they really had no good options for support from society if they were to leave their husbands. At the same time it feels very modern and like she does feel somewhat empowered to make a decision to leave him and not just rely on Anna’s input and pretend that the affair was meaningless to his heart and won’t happen again.
I do agree that if she is to forgive him, she needs to forgive him fully as though it never happened. Otherwise it will forever haunt their marriage.
(Side note - I am loving that Tolstoy writes great women characters.)


    


    
        SnoozealarmSunflower (+3)

        - I think viewing it from a 2023 perspective, it’s terrible advice. However, for the time period in which this is set, it’s probably the only acceptable thing for Dolly to do.
- I wonder if there is similar cheating occurring in Anna’s marriage and that’s why Dolly finds it superficial and why Anna is so keen to manipulate Dolly’s feelings in favor of her brother. In a way, it may be legitimizing her feelings towards her own marriage to know someone else is in the same boat.
- I think that Anna genuinely believes that the best thing for Dolly to do is forgive her brother, but I do not think that all of the positive things she said about him are genuine. They are just a way for her to manipulate Dolly into doing what her brother wants.
- We haven’t known Anna long enough to have a solid view on her, so I can’t say that anything has changed. It is interesting to get to know her deeper through this interaction. Dolly seemed so set on leaving Stiva in the beginning, so it’s a little concerning that this short conversation with Anna might have her second-guessing her decision.
- It’s hard to say what I would do, since I’m biased by living in 2023 in a world where divorce is not uncommon.
- Favorite line: “But as if on purpose, each time she softened, she began to speak of what irritated her.”


    


    
        josyane108 (+2)

        

I wonder if there is similar cheating occurring in Anna’s marriage

After the encounter in the train with Vronsky, Anna did not seem to like it when her brother said, that they're all hoping he will marry Kitty. This scene plus the assumption that Petersburger society may be more open-minded when it comes to "love" affairs I wondered if it is Anna herself who has spent some thoughts on cheating on her husband and is trying to convince herself that cheating is forgivable.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+3)

        Yes, I too wondered if Anna has similar cheating when Dolly was explaining how it make her feel and Anna replied “Oh, yes, I understand! I understand! Dolly, dearest, I do understand,”


    


    
        CoolMayapple (+5)

        It's hard to say whether or not Anna's advice was "good." It reflected her goal, which was to get Dolly to forgive Stiva. I wish Anna had a more stern talking to with Stiva than she did.
She definitely said what Dolly wanted to hear, especially when she made stuff up. But also, what is Dolly supposed to do? This is 19th century russia. It's not like she can take the kids and get alimony.
I think I would've felt better about her advice if I was mire sure that Stiva wouldn't do it again, that he actually had remorse for his actions and cared about how his actions affected Dolly. Like when she said that her youth is gone because of the years she spent serving Stiva, which is a fact that I think Stiva himself needs to hear.
Ugh, this chapter left me feeling frustrated...


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+2)

        Her social position would be problematic, but she wouldn't need alimony; the money is in her family. Stiva is in debt; I suspect the reason he's so desperate to be forgiven is that he needs access to her money.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+2)

        I agree that he only seems to show remorse at being caught not that is happened. I am afraid he will just do it again.


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+3)

        Not just do it again. Based on his conversation over dinner with Levin, I think he's still involved with the governess.


    


    
        CoolMayapple (+2)

        Right? He has spent way more time feeling sorry for himself than for Dolly. I was hoping Anna would shake some sense into him.


    

Part 1 - Chapter 20

    Discussion from r/yearofannakarenina (2023)

 Anna and Kitty meet each other formally for the first time. Do you think Kitty's naivety is fueling her immediate infatuation with Anna?
 Do you see Kitty's new friendship with Anna as turning into something good or bad?
 Anna's physical beauty and charm are her most described attributes so far. Do you think this is the real Anna, or are there flaws we've yet to see?
 How do you think Kitty would've reacted if she learned that Vronsky gave Anna 200 roubles (which is $2.85 in today's US dollars)?
Final line:


“All together,” said Anna, and she ran laughing to meet them, and embraced and swung round all the throng of swarming children, shrieking with delight.



15 Comments


    
        zhoq (+1)

        Past years discussions:
- 2019-08-11
- 2021-01-20


    


    
        DernhelmLaughed (+5)

        Anna's arrival at The Oblonsky household made me think of the opening lines of the book: "Happy families are all alike."
The family has become happier with her arrival. The kids crowd around their aunt in playful enjoyment, and Anna has managed to broker a detente between Stiva and Dolly. Anna has even made Kitty happily hopeful by praising Vronsky. But Anna hasn't actually addressed the root of the underlying unhappiness in Dolly's situation, nor of Stiva's infidelity. Anna also does not mention Vronsky and the 200 roubles to Kitty because she senses it is at odds with the happy picture that she wishes to paint.
So, the happiness of the family is very much a conventionally-accepted happiness, and some of it is performative - the need to outwardly seem like everything is just A-OKAY. At the same time, they are very much unhappy in their own way.


    


    
        coltee_cuckoldee (+5)

        Yes, I do think that Kitty's naivety is fueling her immediate infatuation with Anna. It seems like Kitty has heard a lot about Anna and admire her but at the same time she realizes that Anna's life isn't as happy/easy as it seems.
I don't think Kitty and Anna will be close friends. It looks like Anna treats her as a child as she understands that Kitty is naive and hasn't seen much of the world. I think they'll be acquaintances and maybe Kitty will learn a few things from Anna which will help her later on in life (such as advice on choosing the correct man for her, etc).
I think we've yet to see some flaws regarding Anna. I wonder if Anna is proud of her physical beauty/charm as she knows the effect it has on men (and women). She did not mention the 200 roubles to Kitty because she did not want Kitty to become jealous/insecure. I think Anna suspects that Vronsky finds her attractive and wanted to impress her. It also looks like she isn't the happiest in her life and only her eyes seem to betray this fact once in a while.
I think Kitty would have reacted with jealousy if she learned about the 200 roubles. She knows that Anna is an attractive woman admired by any and would wonder why only Vronsky would give money while Oblonsky and Anna (who are both richer than Vronsky) did not.


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+2)

        Interesting point about why did nobody else give money. Vronsky is wealthy though; Stiva described him earlier as “fearfully rich,” and Stiva himself is in debt. Anna may be questioning herself, for simply wondering if something could be done, while Vronsky took some action.


    


    
        coltee_cuckoldee (+5)

        Stiva is in debt but I expected him to give some money as he was moved to tears when he heard about the accident and the victim's family situation. H
Also, I just found out that 200 roubles was a lot of money back then (equivalent to an annual salary worker's annual income- https://www.reddit.com/r/answers/comments/2smo9u/how\_much\_would\_6000\_russian\_rubles\_in\_the\_1870s/). No wonder Anna thinks that Vronsky was trying to impress her.


    


    
        Pythias (+4)

         I don't think so, I think everyone is so taken by Anna because she does seem to be kindhearted, sweet, and beautiful (there is such a thing as pretty privilege). 
 I think that their budding relationship can be a good thing but I wonder if Kitty will be jealous that it Anna has a certain holdover Vronsky. It seems that way to me at least. I don't know just yet if Vronsky is curious about Anna.  
 No, I really doubt it's the real Anna. I mean I don't know if she's two faced or anything of that sort but all of Tolstoy's characters seem real and life like. There's more to Anna than meets the eye we just haven't seen it yet. My money is on that she puts up a front of being happy and stable but is really depressed about her life and just goes with the flow as much as she can.
 I thought Vronsky gave the money to the widow. But I do think that there's something about Vronsky's mannerisms towards Anna. I wouldn't be surprised if he became smitten with Anna and Kitty becomes jealous because of it.


    


    
        [deleted] (+2)

        Agreed with everything, however I do think a bit of Kitty’s innocence may play in with her infatuation, but it is very true Anna has an effect upon everyone


    


    
        Pythias (+1)

        Kitty is pretty innocent, and I guess naivety does come with that. So yes, it does have to be a bit of both.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+5)

        Question for the group - what does Tolstoy mean by this?
“..his wife, speaking to him, addressed him as “Stiva,” as she had not done before.”
Is it the tone of her voice or the use of the nickname she doesn’t normally use?


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+6)

        I think calling him Stiva means she's forgiven him. When she's angry with him she calls him the formal "Stepan Arkadyevitch."
When Dolly was talking to Anna earlier, she said "I knew nothing.  I know they say men tell their wives of their former lives, but Stiva"—she corrected herself—"Stepan Arkadyevitch told me nothing."


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+2)

        Ah! This makes sense. Thank you so much.


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+4)

        Kitty admires Anna and is described as being "in love with her, as young girls do fall in love with older and married women.” "In love" is an odd description; maybe it's that the older woman is a role model. People do seem to naturally like Anna, and the children are all over her. She is clearly lovely and very charming; there hasn't been time to reveal whatever flaws she must have (being human, after all.) I think that she, like her brother, knows how to make people like her, and to get them to agree with her.
Kitty also notices “a serious and at times mournful look in her eyes, which struck and attracted Kitty.”  Kitty might be unusually perceptive here; we haven't seen that serious/mournful reference in previous descriptions of Anna. Or maybe it's seeing Kitty that gives Anna that somewhat sad look, 
and maybe it has to do with Vronsky.
I wouldn't expect Kitty's friendship with Anna would be long lasting, since Anna will be returning to her distant home, so it might not be either good or bad.
Vronsky didn't give Anna money; that was meant for the widow of the man killed at the train station. Kitty would have thought it was wonderful and would have loved Vronsky even more. Only Anna has a suspicion that he did it to impress her, and that concerns her a little.
I was wondering how much that 200 roubles was worth. It's a little over three percent of Stiva's 6,000-rouble annual salary, and that's supposed to be good, so it would have been a meaningful amount for the widow (though maybe not to the wealthy Vronsky.)
I was surprised that Anna thought Vronsky was his mother's favorite, since earlier we saw the Countess talking about his older brother and his family, described as "what interested her most." From what she told Anna, she's very proud of Vronsky and considers him exceptional. That must be an interesting family dynamic.


    


    
        SnoozealarmSunflower (+3)

        - I think her naivety is part of the reason. Kitty seems to admire Anna in a childish or immature way. However, Vronsky’s mother and Dolly both seem practically smitten with Anna also, and I wouldn’t call them naive. I think Anna, like her brother, is skilled at social interactions and knowing what to do or say to make people like her. Kitty’s naivety just makes her easier pray.
- I can’t imagine anything “good” coming from the friendship at this point, especially knowing there was some flirtation between Anna and Vronsky and the love triangle that seems to be forming with the 3 of them. Kitty is infatuated with Anna and Vronsky both. She is a child ill-prepared to be playing this game with adults and will potentially get her heart broken by both Vronsky AND Anna, depending on how this plays out.
- We barely know Anna, so I am certain there are faults we haven’t seen. She definitely enjoys the recognition of her physical beauty and seemed to enjoy behaving in a patronizing way towards Kitty when talking about the hall. Neither of those are great attributes.
- Did Vronsky give Anna 200 roubles? I thought that’s what he gave the widow at the train station? I think Kitty would think highly of Vronsky for giving the money to the widow and wouldn’t be able to see it in any negatives due to her infatuation with him, as well as her naivety. If I read it wrong and he did give Anna money, then I guess she’d probably still find it noble of him to give someone money (presuming she needed it for something) and although she might instinctively feel jealous or “some type of way” about it, she’d ignore it and not want to believe anything could happen between Vronsky and Anna.


    


    
        coltee_cuckoldee (+2)

        I think the 200 roubles was for the widow at the station. Vronsky is familiar with Karenin so he probably knows that the family is well off and they definitely are not in need of  such a small sum.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+5)

        It is becoming more clear that Anna is used to the attention of her physical appearance and she makes leading comments for Kitty to give her more compliments. She enjoys the attention. So far she seems to lack depth of character in her interactions other than to illicit compliments or people liking her.
We see that Alexey is not seen as someone Anna would have a “romantic” path with - I am still wondering if she is having/had an affair.
I am getting a bad feeling about how things will go down at the ball as Kitty has high expectations of Vonsky’s intentions (and everyone else now seems to be in on it), Kitty presses Anna to attend, Vronsky seems to have the hots for Anna, and Anna now sees that he only gave the money to the station master to impress her (and is displeased).


    

Part 1 - Chapter 21

    Discussion from r/yearofannakarenina (2023)

 Are you happy or somewhat not that Stiva and Dolly are reconciled?
 What did you think of Anna's relationship with her son, Seryozha?
 Why do you think Vronsky was there?
 Anything else you'd like to discuss?
Final line:


Above all, it seemed strange and not right to Anna.



18 Comments


    
        zhoq (+1)

        Past years discussions:
- 2019-08-12
- 2021-01-21


    


    
        [deleted] (+1)

        Stiva and Dolly’s reconciliation I think was only required as a matter of course. Stiva isn’t truly repentant, but he is only glad that life is back to normal again, and that Dolly is no longer a problem. There was no love I think in the reconciliation, but just the understanding that there is duty in a marriage that must be fulfilled, that they must carry on with this vow, and it would be better to be on pleasant rather than unpleasant terms


    


    
        Kleinias1 (+5)

        First, just want to say I'm excited about joining everyone here and participating while we read through the novel. It's my first time reading "Anna Karenina" and I've caught up to the current chapter and plan to stay the course here with you all.
&#x200B;


Why do you think Vronsky was there?

I think Vronsky was there for Anna, he may have had only the faintest idea that she might be there.. but he was there for her. Nothing ostentatious was said between them, quite the opposite, but you can sense the incipient turmoil forming between the two of them. So few words on the page convey so much happening under the surface.
"When Anna was half-way up the top flight, he lifted his eyes and saw her, and a look of something like embarrassment and fear came into his face. She bowed slightly and went on."


    


    
        coltee_cuckoldee (+6)

        I'm not happy with the reconciliation but it seems to be the only choice Dolly has. I hope Stiva does not betray her again in the future and starts to genuinely love her.
Anna seems to be a devoted mother. It looks like her life revolves around her young son as there were hints in the previous chapter that pointed towards an unhappy marriage.
Initially, I believed that Vronsky's excuse but now that the question has been asked, it looks like he might have wanted to see Anna and used any excuse he could come up with.
I feel bad for Kitty. She's busy imagining a future with Vronsky but looks like Vronsky will dump her as he is now interested in Anna.


    


    
        Kleinias1 (+3)

        

I feel bad for Kitty. She's busy imagining a future with Vronsky but looks like Vronsky will dump her as he is now interested in Anna.

Yes I too am wondering how this will play out and I'm interested in how Kitty will react if she realizes that Vronsky has become enamored with someone else.


    


    
        coltee_cuckoldee (+3)

        I think Kitty will be miserable when he leaves her. She might also become jealous of Anna if she finds out that Vronsky is into her.


    


    
        Pythias (+3)

         I'm not happy that they made up because it just feels like it's reinforced that Dolly is in fact stuck and I hate that for her. It really does seem like it was the only option for her.
 Anna seems to be a caring and loving mother and how could you not love that about her. At the very least we know she loves her kid.
* I have no idea. I really want to know. But I don't think he was expecting Kitty to be there. I did find it entertaining that everyone had a theory for what he was there.


    


    
        takethatwizardglick (+2)

        Stiva has been skating through life with no real consequences and all the reconciliation is going to teach him is to be more discreet, I think


    


    
        Pythias (+2)

        I think it's a valid theory.


    


    
        Kleinias1 (+4)

        

I did find it entertaining that everyone had a theory for what he was there.

Same here, some humor in each one of them having some thought about Vronsky's actions here. Stepan Arkadyevitch thinks he's acting oddly when he doesn't come up, Kitty blushes and thinks she knows the real reason why that occurred.. and Anna senses things are not as they should be.


    


    
        SnoozealarmSunflower (+4)

        - I think given the circumstances and the time period, the big picture of them reconciling is overall positive. Staying married is really the only socially acceptable option Dolly had, and it’s at least better to be reconciled and not spend every day arguing and with tension in the household / in front of the kids. However, I’m sure that for Dolly (somewhere deep down, or maybe not so deep down) it feels terrible to have to accept this man’s cheating and continue to at least put on a happy face, and I don’t like that for her.
- We don’t know much about her son yet. I do not have any children, but she seems to love him just like any mother would and misses him while she’s away. If there IS something “off” in her marriage (whether it’s coming from her or her husband), her son may be the only thing keeping her happy at home.
- I think the reason of inquiring about dinner plans is what he said to make the visit seem legitimate. I think he was hoping to catch a glance of Anna and either got nervous when he saw her, or was taken aback when Kitty was also there. I did enjoy this scene and everyone’s reactions to Vronsky at the door.


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+4)

        I suppose I'm happy that they're reconciled, because the alternative would leave Dolly in an awkward position for the way society was arranged at the time. I was amused to find that Dolly is accustomed to being "a little mocking in her tone to her husband." Stiva can't enjoy that, but he has to put up with it, now even more than before.
Anna loves her son as any mother would, and doesn't like being away from him. We haven't met the child yet, of course, or seen how they relate in person.
I think Vronsky was there on a legitimate matter. He and Stiva talked about the "supper for the diva" at the train station, and he's following up. I was surprised that he seemed dismayed to see Anna; I thought he knew she was staying there. I don't know if he saw Kitty or not.


    


    
        Kleinias1 (+2)

        

I was amused to find that Dolly is accustomed to being "a little mocking in her tone to her husband." Stiva can't enjoy that, but he has to put up with it, now even more than before.

Well said and I noticed this as well. Stiva now more than ever has to endure Dolly's intonation. If anything, I bet he's relieved (some sense of normalcy) but I do wonder if Dolly has truly forgiven him. It's one of the things I'm eager to pay attention to as the next few chapters unfold.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+6)

        I can not wait for the ball! Should be an interesting show of poor Kitty watching Vronsky lusting after Anna.  Yikes.
Side note - I would have loved to have “kids” tea time while growing up. Super fun.


    


    
        escherwallace (+3)

        

I can not wait for the ball! Should be an interesting show of poor Kitty watching Vronsky lusting after Anna.  Yikes.

I’m also 👏🏼 
here 👏🏼 
for 👏🏼 
the DRAMA! 👏🏼
Desperate Housewives of Imperial Russia 🍿


    


    
        DernhelmLaughed (+5)

         How could they have made up so quickly? It's nice that they are not on the brink of divorce, but I have a bad feeling Dolly had no other choice.
 Anna seems like a very devoted mom. It's a wonder she's traveled so far without her son.
* That was a insightful little scene, with all the members of the household (mis)interpreting Vronsky's visit based on their presumptions.


    


    
        Kleinias1 (+2)

        

How could they have made up so quickly? 

Yeah it's as if they've just sort of resumed their typical cadence of normal life without any of the expected discussions that would lead to a resolution.. they just assume their usual roles and go. Curious if Dolly really has forgiven Stiva though..


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+2)

        No doubt!- “There was nothing either exceptional or strange …but it seemed strange to all of them.”


    

Part 1 - Chapter 22

    Discussion from r/yearofannakarenina (2023)

 What did you think of this chapter’s setting? Tolstoy’s descriptions of the ball, the sights, the sounds, what Kitty and Anna are wearing, various high society people we don’t know . . .
 What did you think of the ball director, Korsunsky?
 What do you think Anna was referring to in the half-conversation that was overheard by Kitty?


‘No, I will not cast the first stone,’ she was replying to him about something, ‘although I do not understand it,’ she continued, shrugging her shoulders

 “years later that look full of love which she gave him, and which he did not reciprocate, would still tear at her heart with an agonizing sense of shame.” -- what do you think lies in Kitty’s future?
* Anything else you'd like to discuss?
Final line:


"Pardon, pardon! The waltz, the waltz!" Korsunsky shouted out from the other end of the ballroom, and, taking hold of the first available young lady, he started dancing himself.



7 Comments


    
        zhoq (+1)

        Past years discussions:
- 2019-08-13
- 2021-01-22


    


    
        DernhelmLaughed (+2)

         The descriptions of the ball show us that there is another dance that propels the attendees, not just the waltzes. There is a hierarchy of importance being demonstrated by the women who have to wait to be asked to dance, versus someone like Kitty whose dance card is easily filled, and who is even whisked into a dance as soon as she enters the room. Kitty's dress and hair are a proxy for demonstrating her desirability, her importance. And you can see it's required some contrivance, whereas Anna seems effortlessly more elegant. 
 He shows that the dancing is a way of steering one's societal ambitions. He literally steers Kitty to where she wants to go.
 Sounded like a retort to unpleasant rumors.
 I loved this line. I wonder about that Kitty of the distant future, "several years after". Does future Kitty feel the sting of Vronsky's rebuff still? Or Is future Kitty ashamed that she was so enraptured with an unworthy man?


    


    
        [deleted] (+1)

        Agree. The explanation for the last statement, I think, your second one is correct, for Tolstoy even uses, “agonizing sense of shame.”


    


    
        coltee_cuckoldee (+3)

        I love the vivid descriptions. I always imagine the balls to be as fancy as the ones shown in Bridgerton.
At first, I thought that Korunsky was interested in Kitty but then it turns out that he has a wife. I'm assuming that ball directors are like choreographers and decide the dance orders.
I thought the conversation was insignificant but now I wonder if it has something to do with Vronsky. We know that Anna was trying to understand his intentions behind the 200 roubles so maybe she's talking about that. Maybe someone asked her to speak to him and she replied that she would not initiate the conversation?
I think Vronsky is going to dump Kitty soon. I think she has realized that he no longer loves her but I'm pretty sure she'll attribute it to a misunderstanding (before he actually dumps her).


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+2)

        The quote about Vronsky not reciprocating love broke my heart. So sad.
I wonder if the years later means they end up together just in a loveless marriage like Stiva and Dolly?


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+3)

        This chapter was interesting and a little unsatisfying for me since it introduces an obvious change in the relationships among the characters but leaves it to be developed in later chapters.
The description of the ball was wonderful, and I have a clear picture of Kitty in her gown and partially supplemented hairdo -- compared to Anna in her black gown and fully natural hair. I picture a huge room and wonder how many were actually in attendance.
I like Korsunsky very much. This is the first I had thought of there being a professional director of balls, but of course there had to have been -- sort of like a wedding planner, I suppose. He seems to do an excellent job, keeping it all going and wanting everyone to have a good time. And I really got a kick out of “There—incredibly naked—was the beauty Lidi, Korsunsky's wife.” Pictures, please!
I didn't take much meaning out of Anna's conversation; I assumed someone was trying to engage her in gossip and she wasn't having any of it.
The "years later" quote is so sad. Clearly Vronsky is not going to propose, which isn't surprising to me. But that she would be torn by it years later? Unrequited love isn't all that uncommon, and people who move on to a happy life don't usually have an "agonizing sense of shame" over it. Maybe she'll be embarrassed that she was so naïve as to be entranced by a cad, but agonizing? Maybe she never feels really in love again.


    


    
        Pythias (+3)

         I thought it was beautiful. I know it's a translation but I love Tolstoy's descriptions and details. Not only is he so good at writing real like characters but he really does know how to set a scene to make you feel as though you're in the middle of it. 
 I liked him as a host he seems polite enough. 
 I have no idea but we know that she's not going to judge someone else on their sins whiles she believes herself to be a sinner as well. "Let he without sin cast the first stone."
 I think that this means Vronsky will not be proposing. :(
* I'm still just so disappointed with Vronsky. Even more so now because now he seems very taken with Karenina despite the fact that she annoyed? (I don't know if that's the right word) with him.


    

Part 1 - Chapter 23

    Discussion from r/yearofannakarenina (2023)

 What did you think of Kitty’s reaction to what she saw between Anna and Vronsky?
 Is Kitty right about Anna? What do you think is going on in Anna’s mind right now?
 What will Kitty do after the ball? Will she confide in her mother? How will she face Anna?
 Do you think Levin will come back into the picture, and if so, how?
* Anything else you'd like to discuss?
Final line:


Anna Arkadyevna did not stay to supper, but went home.



20 Comments


    
        zhoq (+1)

        Past years discussions:
- 2019-08-14
- 2021-01-23


    


    
        [deleted] (+2)

        Unrelated to the chapter but I don't know where else to ask this question. Apologies!
I'm excited to have found this subreddit, and have begun reading AK after putting it off for decades. I downloaded a copy from Project Gutenberg, but I'm concerned the edition I have might not be the preferred translation?
AK has a humorous edge that was unexpected, and I'm really enjoying it, but I feel like I could be missing out on a more evocative language use?
Constance Garnett's translation seems to be the choice of the auto-mod here? Would this mean it's the best edition. or just most freely available?
Thank you!


    


    
        LiteraryReadIt (+2)

        All translations, including the original language, are welcomed here.
For me as a mod personally, Garnett's translation is the most available because I have a physical and ebook copy of hers, but I sometimes listen to Nathan Haskell Dole's translation for change of pace.
Garnett's word choice (especially with descriptions) is a little bit too un-Tolstoy-an IMO, but other times her translation is easier than other translations.


    


    
        coltee_cuckoldee (+3)

        Kitty is clearly devastated as she has realized that Vronsky has fallen for Anna. It also looks like Anna is proud of the fact that Vronsky is interested in her (a married woman).
I think Kitty is right when she believes that there is something strange and enchanting about Anna. She is the belle of the ball but is not doing anything to discourage Vronsky/remind him that he's being inappropriate by going after a married woman. I don't think Anna is satanic, however. She seems to be in a loveless marriage and her only priority is her child. Now that she's away from her husband and son, I think she's able to enjoy the ball and reminisces about the time when she was unmarried.
I think Kitty will break down at her home. I don't think she will confide in her mother but her mom will be able to put two and two together. I don't think she has to face Anna in the near future as Anna is leaving the very next day. If she does come across Anna later on, I think she'll run away from having conversations with her- she'll just speak a sentence or two.
I think Levin will come back in the future as it was now mentioned that Kitty loved him but trusted Vronsky. I find it weird that she chose trust over love- especially when Vronsky showed no signs of proposing to Kitty.
I loved the drama in this chapter (especially when Kitty realized that Anna was delighted by Vronsky's attention). I also loved the lines when Kitty recognizes that Anna is enjoying the attention she's getting.


    


    
        [deleted] (+2)

        I agree very much, I refrain from writing my opinions because I see you have already written it! I am caught between whether Kitty will break down at home, whether she will confide in her mother, or keep it with herself. It seems that she wouldn’t confide in her mother, because I doubt her mother would believe or handle her attacking two respectable people-Anna, who people love, and Vronsky, but I see her so shocked, so overwhelmed with sorrow, that though she will be altered, I don’t know if she will break down-I doubt that her mother would summon the exact situation in her mind, the people involved in it too lofty for her to piece together, though she might have vague suspicions.
 I too love the drama, it was involving, and intriguing, and the detail was rich and very, very natural, far from flowery-let’s say it painted a smooth picture in my mind.


    


    
        Kleinias1 (+2)

        

I loved the drama in this chapter (especially when Kitty realized that Anna was delighted by Vronsky's attention). I also loved the lines when Kitty recognizes that Anna is enjoying the attention she's getting.

Yes, same here, the wrting was so good and I felt like I was right there with Kitty when that realization of what's happening between Vronsky and Anna, hits her!


    


    
        Kleinias1 (+3)

        

What did you think of Kitty’s reaction to what she saw between Anna and Vronsky?

When we first meet Kitty, she is young (18yrs), excitable and head over heels for Vronsky. So I was struck with how discerning she is when she sees Vronsky and Anna interact with one another. Kitty has some breathtaking insights into how intoxicated Anna is by Vronsky, and in turn how infatuated Vronksy is with Anna.
” Every time he spoke to Anna the joyous light flashed into her eyes, and the smile of happiness curved her red lips. She seemed to make an effort to control herself, to try not to show these signs of delight, but they came out on her face of themselves. “But what of him?” Kitty looked at him and was filled with terror. What was pictured so clearly to Kitty in the mirror of Anna’s face she saw in him. What had become of his always self-possessed resolute manner, and the carelessly serene expression of his face? Now every time he turned to her, he bent his head, as though he would have fallen at her feet, and in his eyes there was nothing but humble submission and dread."


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+5)

        I have a hard time believing Kitty is so perceptive as to know just what Anna is thinking and feeling. She's projecting how she would be, and Anna's a much different person. I think Anna is likely flattered by the attention but also uncomfortable, because Kitty is probably right about Vronsky.
Kitty has observed Vronsky closely for months, and she sees a very clear difference in his demeanor. “What had become of his always self-possessed resolute manner, and the carelessly serene expression of his face?  Now every time he turned to her, he bent his head, as though he would have fallen at her feet, and in his eyes there was nothing but humble submission and dread." Something is clearly going on.
I don't think Kitty will tell anyone what happened; she'll most likely go home and cry. She doesn't have to face Anna, and I don't think she will. She will avoid going to the Oblonsky residence.
Of course Levin will be back; Tolstoy wouldn't have spent so much time showing him to us if he wasn't going to be a main character. How, I'm not sure. I suppose Kitty will accept him if he asks again, but I don't know that I'm happy about that given what we know of his overly idealistic attitude and view of women.
Also: I'm glad to see Countess Nordston being empathetic and helpful, rather than the rather waspish and unlikeable persona we saw in the earlier chapter.


    


    
        Kleinias1 (+2)

        

I don't think Kitty will tell anyone what happened

This rings true to me, my guess is she will feel some sense of embarrassment that her adoration of Vronsky turned out to be unreciprocated.


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+3)

        Although I've just remembered her mother was there and would have seen what happened (or didn't happen) during the mazurka. I still don't think she'll want to talk to her mother about it though.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+7)

        We got the impression when it was Anna’s POV that she was annoyed by or agitated by the appearance of Vronsky.  I wonder if Kitty is just making up things in her mind about Anna to support that Vronsky clearly likes Anna and so she thinks it must be returned. It seems Anna thrives on attention so it makes sense she would like the attention.  I am just not convinced Anna is enamored with Vronksy just yet.
Anna is a bit of a weasel in that she knew Kitty was expecting a proposal (if I remember correctly) and yet she didn’t seem to throw her any sympathy when Vronksy was dancing with/paying attention to Anna.
I sure hope Kitty reconciles with Levin. I hope he forgives her.


    


    
        Kleinias1 (+3)

        

I sure hope Kitty reconciles with Levin. I hope he forgives her.

That was something I thought about after the chapter concluded. Is Levin completely out of the picture for Kitty now or is there some possibility of them becoming reacquainted again..


    


    
        Pythias (+5)

         I mean most of us saw it coming so as a reader I was surprised. That being said I felt so bad for Kitty. I think she was right to feel the way because Vronsky did unintentionally get her hopes up for a proposal.
 I think Kitty is right about Anna which bugs me about Anna. She's married and I get that she can be in an unhappy marriage but she's married. Anna's probably the type that does what she wants no matter what? Idk.
 I have no idea what Kitty will do.  However, I don't think she'll blame Anna.
 I do believe we will see Levin again. And I think he still may have a chance with Kitty.
*


    


    
        DernhelmLaughed (+3)

         Kitty is so observant, and too honest to lie to herself. You can see her struggle with the disappointment and betrayal she feels from Anna and Vronsky.
 Kitty is probably right. She has paid such close attention the Anna previously, she can recognize in Anna the same emotional responses she would feel herself - to be admired by one particular man, and to accept his admiration.
 Kitty does not strike me as the sort to continue her admiration of Anna, but neither does she seem to have any experience with disappointment, having led such a cossetted life. I would expect Kitty to distance herself from the two people who are the causes of her unhappiness, and reassess her choice of a role model.
 Kitty's already regained some clarity and realized that she crushed a man she probably loved. I can see her and Levin making up.
* The description of Kitty's stricken realization was a series of sharp cuts of the knife. This line was just gorgeous:


But while she looked like a butterfly, clinging to a blade of grass, and just about to open its rainbow wings for fresh flight, her heart ached with a horrible despair.



    


    
        Kleinias1 (+2)

        

Kitty is so observant, and too honest to lie to herself. You can see her struggle with the disappointment and betrayal she feels from Anna and Vronsky.

I was pretty floored with this... how astute Kitty turns out to be, wow!


    


    
        Cautiou (+12)

        A few years ago, in the first iteration of Year of Anna Karenina, I posted this explanation of why mazurka was such a special dance for Kitty. I think it's interesting.(Source: 19th century dance manuals. I research and teach historical dance as a hobby).
Why the mazurka was such a big deal for Kitty and why Vronsky was expected to dance this specific dance only with her?
The mazurka at 1870s Russian balls was not danced as a single dance. Instead, all couples would sit on chairs in a big circle and only a few couples at a time would dance in the middle. When it’s not your turn to dance you can watch those who dance or talk with your partner. And this could go on for an hour or two! Of course young people in love would use such an opportunity to talk with each other without the supervision of relatives.
The figures of mazurka that were danced by couples in turns were usually like mini-games with a chance to exchange partners for the duration of the figure. Here are some examples (from French dancing teacher Henri Cellarius’s book Fashionable Dancing).


The Chair  
 
The gentleman conductor sets out and causes his partner to sit on a chair placed in the midst of the ball-room. He subsequently takes two gentlemen and presents them to her, who must select one of the two. He then makes the gentleman refused sit down, and proceeds to take two ladies, whom he presents to him, that he might also choose one. The ﬁrst gentleman retains the lady refused, and reconducts her, in dancing, to her place.Flowers  
 
The conductor selects two ladies, and requests them to name to him, in a low voice, each a ﬂower. He proceeds to present the two ladies to another gentleman, and names to him the two ﬂowers, from which he has to choose one. The second gentleman dances with the lady represented by the ﬂower which he has named, and the gentleman conductor dances with the other lady. The lady of the ﬁrst gentleman executes the same ﬁgure with the two gentlemen chosen by her.
The Cushion  
 
The ﬁrst gentleman sets out by holding in his left hand a cushion. He makes the tour of the room with his partner, with whom he leaves the cushion, which she must present to several gentlemen, inviting them to place a knee on it. The lady should withdraw it quickly from the gentlemen she intends to deceive, and let it fall before the one she intends to select.
etc. etc.


There were hundreds of various figures and the master of ceremonies  (AKA conductor of dances) could compose his own.


    


    
        [deleted] (+2)

        Very helpful, very interesting, many thanks!


    


    
        helenofyork (+2)

        

mazurk

Thank you!!!
The 1st thing that came to mind reading this is the Wednesday dance from the Addams family series in the 1960's. Morticia makes a comment about the mazurka! https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=F3jnymeJof4


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+3)

        Thank you! I looked up a YouTube of the Russian mazurka and saw only a very enthusiastic dance. I wondered how couples managed to have a meaningful conversation during all that activity.


    


    
        DernhelmLaughed (+4)

        That's very interesting! All those social opportunities presented by the mazurka.


    

Part 1 - Chapter 24

    Discussion from r/yearofannakarenina (2023)

 From the glamour of the ball, we are taken to the squalor of Nikolai's hotel room. What are your first impressions of Levin's somewhat challenging brother?
 Levin was feeling quite down on himself after leaving the Shcherbatskys. Why do you think he wanted to visit his troubled brother?
 What do you make of Nikolai’s friend, Kritsky? Nikolai’s description of him makes him seem like a good person trying to help the less fortunate, getting kicked out of places for no good reason. Do you think this is a good man kicked down by society, or, like Nikolai, there’s something off?
 What is your opinion about Masha, and the relationship between Nikolai and her?
 It seems like a bit of a dead end, what can Levin possibly hope to do here?
 Anything else you'd like to discuss?
Final line:


"Well then, Masha, ask them to bring supper: three portions, vodka and wine . . . No, wait . . . No, never mind . . . Off you go."



11 Comments


    
        zhoq (+1)

        Past years discussions:
- 2019-08-15
- 2021-01-24


    


    
        [deleted] (+1)

        Levin is a contemplative man, who feels responsible for everything, as said coltee_cuckoldee, levin feels responsibility towards his brother. I think now, he feels genuinely guilty-he is tearing himself to shreds-to offer him peace of mind, he needed to visit his brother, demonstrate his love which he didn’t demonstrate before, and to show sympathy and understanding for Nikolai, to ease his conscience. Levin thought to himself on the way to his brother’s words that support my point; “I’ll tell him everything, I’ll make him tell everything, and I’ll show him that I love him and therefore understand him.”


    


    
        coltee_cuckoldee (+6)

        It looks like Nikolai deals with some mental health issues and since he was mocked by others (called a monk,etc), he has now become a recluse.
I think Levin felt that he has some responsibility towards his brother but he always prioritized Kitty over Nikolai. Now that he has been rejected, he's trying to make himself feel better about not being close to his brother by visiting him. I remember that he mentioned that he did not want to visit Nikolai but considered it his duty to do so in a previous chapter.
I think there is something off about Kritsky. I'm sure his intentions are good (wanting to help the unfortunate) but he probably uses some scrupulous methods to achieve his goals. I think he might be like Robinhood (who robbed the rich to help the poor) but he's actually being held responsible for his crimes.
I understand that Nikolai met Masha at a brothel and is now living with her. Nikolai might claim to love and respect her but when I first read about her, I thought she was a maid since he was ordering her around. I wonder what Levin thinks about Masha considering that he was unable to tolerate the Frenchwoman who was just minding her own business while he was eating dinner with Oblonsky.
I think Levin could help Nikolai financially. It seems like Nikolai has no interest in working/studying so I don't think Levin could help him out there.


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+3)

        Good point about Masha and Levin's view of women. He referred to women like that Frenchwoman as "vermin."


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+3)

        "From the glamour of the ball..." we are actually taken back in time a few days or longer. This is “as he came away from the Shtcherbatskys," having just been rejected by Kitty. Levin had intended to visit his brother that evening, and he's proceeding with his plan. Does that mean we'll be spending more time with Levin now, before going back to Anna, Vronsky and the Shtcherbatskys?
My first impression of Nikolay isn't what I expected. When they referred to him earlier as "utterly ruined" I thought of him being disgraced over some kind of financial malfeasance, but he seems to be a violent alcoholic, possibly mentally ill; someone who might be on the street if he didn't have some family money. He seems unstable and more than a little scary.
Levin isn't scared, of course. This is his brother, they grew up together, and he loves him. That's why he wanted to visit.
I am pretty sure Kritsky is some kind of organizer. The timing is years before the Russian Revolution, but there were early developments that led up to it, and that's what Kritsky is a part of. He may be a good person or he may just be the sort who always feels that he's been disrespected, but the result is the same. He wants to work for societal change.
I'm willing to believe Nikolay when he says he loves Masha, and she's just like a wife to him. He may not act as if he respects her himself, but he's sure to tell other people they are to respect her.
What can Levin hope to do? He wants to make sure Nikolay knows that he loves him and will be there for him no matter what. He seems to be making some headway in that as the chapter ends; at least he hasn't been thrown out.


    


    
        DernhelmLaughed (+2)

         Certainly, the squalor here stands in stark contrast to the glamor of the previous scenes, but there are more similarities than not. There's a social hierarchy present in Nikolai's quarters, and he spells out that disrespect to Masha will not be tolerated. There's an awareness of the broader social class structure, but Nikolai and his companions (who are not benefiting from the class structure) seem to have a different attitude than the aristocrats with whom Levin has been rubbing elbows. I bet the thing that make Nikolai a "challenging brother" is that he would make it difficult to maintain the happy family facade that the rest of society seems to want to adopt.
 Levin might have felt guilty for preferring the company of the glitzy aristocrats, who have let him down in the end. Perhaps Levin feels the need for genuine connection after the ballroom full of posturing.
 We know too little of these new characters to make an objective assessment, but Levin's description of his trouble-making brother is probably reliable, if biased towards his desire for respectability. I wonder if Nikolai and Kritsky's angry demeanor is because Levin looks like he represents the oppressor class of rich aristocracy? The fact that Nikolai feels the need to spell out that his companions deserve respect speaks to their expectation that they would be treated badly by a new acquaintance, such as Levin.
 I would hope that the relationship is as Nikolai portrays it, and that Masha is not being exploited by him. She is being ordered about by him, so I do wonder if this is a better situation than the "bad house" she was previously in.
 Levin cares about his brother.
 The patronymics used in Russian names really help outline the family relationships. It's easy to see How Nikolay Dmitrievitch Levin is related to Konstantin Dmitrievitch Levin, and to the other (half) brother, Sergey Ivanovitch Koznishev.


    


    
        Kleinias1 (+2)

        

What is your opinion about Masha, and the relationship between Nikolai and her?

In a very limited amount of time with Nikolai Levin and Masha, we quickly learn with whom Nikolai Levin's sympathies lie...
"Nikolay Levin interrupted him, pointing to her, “is the partner of my life, Marya Nikolaevna. I took her out of a bad house,” and he jerked his neck saying this; “but I love her and respect her, and anyone who wants to know me,” he added, raising his voice and knitting his brows, “I beg to love her and respect her. She’s just the same as my wife, just the same. So now you know whom you’ve to do with. And if you think you’re lowering yourself, well, here’s the floor, there’s the door.”


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+2)

        Something is definitely off with Nikolai. I wonder if he has some form of mental illness.
And Kritsy seems to be described as a fallen angel but it seems like he could have been involved in something nefarious.
I am confused about Nikolai’s relationship with Masha. He seems to treat her like a slave but maybe that was just the way certain men of his situation spoke to their wives?
It seemed like Levin really wanted to visit his brother in the earlier part of the book so maybe he just wanted to do something to keep his mind off Kitty.


    


    
        DernhelmLaughed (+2)

        

I am confused about Nikolai’s relationship with Masha. He seems to treat her like a slave but maybe that was just the way certain men of his situation spoke to their wives?

Same here. That struck me as weirdly contradictory to his statement about how Masha was to be respected, and that he had saved her from a "bad house". Yet he is not being respectful to this woman. It made me doubt his view of the world, that he was somehow a heroic figure being persecuted.


    


    
        Pythias (+4)

         I can easily say that I do not like Nikolai. That being said he has to be a product of his environment. No one just learns that it's okay to beat up your student because you lost your temper. I wonder what his home life was like in order to lead him to where he is now. I pity him but I also do not like him. I personally have extreme anger issues that I've been working on my entire life but I've never hit a person due to my rage.  
 Part to feel better about himself (because it's easy to feel good about yourself when someone you know has it worse off) and part because he really sis want to see his brother. When Konznyshev first showed the Nikolai's note to Levin in chapter 9, Levin's first intention was to visit Nikolai despite Konznyshev's warnings not to see their brother. 
 I think we're missing part of Kritsky's story, but from what we have now he does seem like a decent person with terrible luck. I'm holding my judgement off for him at this moment.
 Nikolai sounds a bit counter culture. If he really means that Masha is and should be treated and respected as his wife then why doesn't he just marry her? Maybe he doesn't want to get married or sees no point in doing so and that's why he made the announcement of how Masha should be treated. 
 I have no idea what Levin intends to do but I feel like he should just leave his brother to do his own shortcomings.
 I really can't wait to see what Levin does after he finds out that Vronsky does not intend to propose to Kitty.


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+2)

        Nikolay's home life would have been pretty much the same as Levin's; I don't think they're that far apart in age, and Levin seems to feel a strong connection to him. But Nikolay got a different draw from the gene pool -- alcoholism, maybe even schizophrenia. I don't think he thought it was okay to beat the boy; he lost control. And the ascetic period was really strange.


    

Part 1 - Chapter 25

    Discussion from r/yearofannakarenina (2023)

 What do you think of Nikolai’s political views?
 What is your opinion about Nikolai's intention to found a locksmith's association?
 Do you predict we’ll be seeing much more of Nikolai in this book, and what will his role be?
 Levin appears to be the bridge between the socialist world, embraced by his brother Nikolai, and the capitalist world, where he feels himself to be a misfit. If he succeeds in marrying Kitty, in which society would they live?
* Anything else you'd like to discuss?
Final line:


Masha promised to write to Konstantin in case of need, and to try and persuade Nikolay Levin to go and live with his brother.



16 Comments


    
        zhoq (+1)

        Past years discussions:
- 2019-08-16
- 2021-01-25


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+3)

        I think Nikolai is at least a little crazy, and his political views are informed by (1)his resentment of his current situation and (2)Kritsky. I don't know that he's able to do much more than parrot the party line in his current condition.
Konstantin Levin isn't all that interested in the substance of his views either: he "saw that this association was a mere anchor to save him from self-contempt."
The locksmith's association is an interesting choice, and doubtless it is Kritsky's idea. Is he a locksmith, or does he know one? It's not exactly organizing the masses; there can't be all that many locksmiths. Start small, I guess. (Or maybe, since I am suspicious of Kritsky, maybe he intends to collect the dues and abscond with the treasury.)
I don't think Konstantin Levin thinks in terms of socialist/capitalist. He is a property owner and businessman, and I'm sure he treats his employees as he thinks is right. The world he feels a misfit in is the aristocratic social life, and it contrasts not with any economic system, but with his simpler, more straightforward country lifestyle. If he marries Kitty, they would surely live in the country. I wonder how she would fit in there.
I do think we will see more of Nikolai; these last two chapters are just to set up the character. He's in bad shape, apparently has TB, and his brother is quite worried about him. Levin wants Nikolai to come to him -- live with him, perhaps -- so he can be properly cared for.
I notice Masha is called "Marya Nikolayevna" near the end of the chapter, which if I understand the naming conventions correctly, is what she'd be called as Nikolai's wife? (Or am I wrong and it just means her father is named Nikolai?) Levin does accept her as his brother's partner, it seems, and is glad to have the connection with her so he will know if he's needed. And she promises to persuade Nikolai to go live with his brother.
Also: “your little Vanya's with me, a clerk in the countinghouse at Pokrovskoe.” Who in the world is that?


    


    
        samole (+2)

        

Or am I wrong and it just means her father is named Nikolai?

Yes, Nikolayevna is a patronymic, not a last name.


    


    
        coltee_cuckoldee (+4)

        I do agree with Nikolai's views on capitalism but I'm worried as to what methods he'll use. He's currently struggling with mental health issues and obsessing about politics is just making him more agitated.
I don't think Nikolai will actually execute his plan. He's an alcoholic and from what we've read, it's difficult to spend time with him. He clearly cannot execute his plan entirely by himself and I don't think anyone will step up to help him.
I think Nikolai might end up in a grave situation and require Levin's help in the future. I wonder if Kitty will observe Levin helping Nikolai and fall in love him again.
If Levin marries Kitty, I think they'll live in the socialist world.
Thoughts: I feel like Tolstoy is setting up Levin to be the "nice guy" as compared to Vronsky. It seems to me that this is another story which follows the "nerd getting the hot girl" trope. I hope I'm proved wrong because Levin's views on women disgusted me. I hope Kitty finds a better man in society who loves her and takes care of her.


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+3)

        I don't think it's Nikolai's plan at all. It's Kritsky's.


    


    
        coltee_cuckoldee (+3)

        Now that you mentioned it, I think you're right. Kritsky might be using Nikolai since it was mentioned that the police were after him (Kritsky).


    


    
        Pythias (+2)

        I comepletely agree with you on Nikolai. I do find him interesting and would like to see more of him, and I hope that he has a good character arch because he does need some work.


    


    
        coltee_cuckoldee (+2)

        I do think we'll see more of him but my gut says that he'll have a sad fate.


    


    
        Pythias (+2)

        I'm okay with that too, but it'll make me sad and I always end up crying when reading tragic/sad fates.


    


    
        DernhelmLaughed (+5)

        I wonder if this little scene with Nikolai is meant to give us further contrast with the carelessly happy aristocrats. I can agree with Nikolai's stance that capitalists oppress the workers, and  his attempt to help workers with his locksmith association. But are these noble aspirations negated by his personal failings? He is drunk, belligerent and incoherent, and his disorganized approach will render his anti-capitalist efforts futile.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+5)

        

I wonder if this little scene with Nikolai is meant to give us further contrast with the carelessly happy aristocrats.

I agree these last two chapters presented a contrast that was quite stark in terms of living conditions and problems they each endure.


    


    
        Pythias (+2)

         A quote from Nikolai that I 100% agree with: "You know that capitalism oppresses the workers. Our workmen the peasants bear the whole burden of labor, but are so place that, work as they may, they cannot escape from their degrading condition. All the profits on their labor, by which they might better their condition, give them some leisure, a consequently gained some education, all the surplus value is taken away by the capitalist. And our society has so shaped itself that the more people work the richer the merchants and landowners will become, while the people will remain beast of burden forever."   It's sad because this was in the late 1800s and we are no better off now than we are then. Wealth desperately needs to be redistributed more so now that AI is coming and WILL take over some blue collar jobs. 
 I think I support him but I can totally see some people thinking of it as socialism (which isn't necessarily a bad thing).  
 I hope so, I may not like him completely, but I do find him fascinating and I do agree with some of his ideas. I'd like to see more of him especially if changes for the better. 
 High society is 100% part of the capitalist world. I know that you can be a socialist and high society but it's so rare.
Edit
I'd really like to know why I'm being down voted, instead of prompting a question as to why someone may disagree with me. Is it because I said socialism is not a bad thing? I do stand by that. I mean that to an extent because there are great examples of socialism in America (where I live I don't know about other countries) that work. For example:
 Public Transportation
 Public Schools 
 Postal Service
 Public Parks
These are all examples of socialism. So I would like to engage in conversation with someone who does disagree with me instead of just down voting me because maybe they disagree with me.


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+2)

        "Some people thinking of it as socialism...." 
It was certainly socialism, unless they were calling it communism; I understand that Marx used the terms interchangeably. And of course eventually it led to the Russian Revolution. I'll be interested to see if Tolstoy spends much time on this or if it's just a way of showing who Nikolai is.


    


    
        Pythias (+2)

        I've still yet to read much on Marx but I know he wrote The Communist Manifesto and was a German? philosopher. I did not know that he used socialism and communism interchangeably and can see why socialism may have gotten a bad reputation because of that.
I do think that socialism to better the public does work as in the examples I aforementioned.
I do hope that Tolstoy spends more time on these ideas, because I do always find them interesting.


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+3)

        And I hope he doesn't, because I'm more interested in the people and why they behave as they do. (Psych major, hated economics.) If the political environment affects that, as it does here, that's good, but I don't look forward to lengthy discussions of political and economic systems.


    


    
        Pythias (+3)

        I do love the characters. It's so far my favorite part of the novel. Tolstoy has such a talent for making the character so real and making me so invested in them.
I've never enjoyed economics but I do find interesting in the novel and it came up so naturally I could not help but be fascinated by it.


    

Part 1 - Chapter 26

    Discussion from r/yearofannakarenina (2023)

 Congratulations on surpassing 100 pages read of A.K.! Constance Garnett's translation says that page 109 is the last page of chapter 26. What does your chosen translation say how many pages you've read so far?
 How has Konstantin's visit with Nikolai affected the former's thoughts when he comes back home?
 What do you think the point was with Pava the cow calving?
 Anything else you'd like to discuss?
Final line:


He went straight from the cowshed to the office, and after a little conversation with the bailiff and Semyon the contractor, he went back to the house and straight upstairs to the drawing room.

See you all on Monday!


21 Comments


    
        zhoq (+1)

        Past years discussions:
- 2019-08-17
- 2021-01-26


    


    
        [deleted] (+1)

        The calf had significance, I think, in the comparison of city to country life-his simplicity versus most of the characters he has come across.


    


    
        helenofyork (+2)

        Pava's protectiveness over her calf made me feel sorry for eating meat. Such a brief passage and yet Tolstoy makes you feel her ear.


    


    
        coltee_cuckoldee (+6)

        I've read 93 pages of my copy so far. I have the 1995 Wordsworth classics edition translated by Louise and Alymer Maude.
Levin wants a new life and is now determined to work on himself. He's decided to ignore passion/love and accept responsibility towards his brother.
Levin admits that he's been viewing marriage as a milestone that will give him infinite happiness. That make me wonder. Was he in love with Kitty or did he just think she would be the perfect wife for him and the resulting marriage would give him unlimited happiness?


    


    
        [deleted] (+2)

        It does rather seem that way. I would rather think that he loved her-i am hopelessly romantic-but the fact that he was going to marry her elder sisters-he felt it right to be a part of her family in an earlier chapter-it rather seems the happiness theory more sensible and strong.


    


    
        coltee_cuckoldee (+1)

        Exactly. I think he idolized the family dynamics and wanted to be a more intimate part of the family (he was previously the friend of Kitty's brother). I don't think he loved Kitty- he just loved the idea of being with her.


    


    
        [deleted] (+2)

        This is an odd question considering, but people have been annoying me recently, saying I can’t possibly understand Anna Karenina, because I’m only 13 years old. Do you think I’ve a solid grasp on it?


    


    
        coltee_cuckoldee (+1)

        You seem to have a pretty good grasp on what's happening. I don't think there's anything too complex in this book (other than the length) - it primarily deals with human emotions and anyone can understand that. 
I would just ignore the others if I were you. You have access to so many perspectives in the comment section so if something does go over your head, you can read about other people's interpretations.


    


    
        [deleted] (+2)

        Thank you so much! That was unnerving me-so thank you.


    


    
        [deleted] (+2)

        I am glad you agree with me.


    


    
        Pythias (+3)

        

Levin admits that he's been viewing marriage as a milestone that will give him infinite happiness. That make me wonder.

I do wonder that as well. While describing what marriage would have been like he seem as though he would have put his wife on a pedestal. Which is just setting himself up for failure in a marriage. Maybe it is a good thing Kitty rejected him.


    


    
        coltee_cuckoldee (+2)

        

Maybe it is a good thing Kitty rejected him

Yes, however now that Vronsky's infatuated with Anna, I'm sure that Kitty and Levin will get together. Since Levin is interested in socialism and Kitty's lavish life goes against it, I wonder if Kitty will abandon her balls and settle down in the countryside with Levin. I don't think Levin is going to change and adjust to the city life.


    


    
        Pythias (+2)

        I agree, but I worry for Kitty and wonder if she does give up the lavish lifestyle for Levin if she will be happy.


    


    
        DernhelmLaughed (+3)

         I'm reading the Constance Garnett translation too, but in a single page with a continuous scroll. 
 Konstantin simultaneously wants to break free of this sameness of the past, which he finds restrictive. Yet he is soothed by the safe familiarity of the farm when he comes home licking his wounds. Konstantin can exert control over the situation at home, in contrast with his inability to control the situations with Kitty and Nikolai. It also seems to be a less complicated life at the farm.
* Possibly a small triumph for Konstantin, who seems to view the glass as half full with most situations.


    


    
        Pythias (+3)

         My translation says 108 pages. Out of all the books I'm reading it's tied as my favorite so far.
 He seems to give off a feeling of melancholy. I do wonder how it will motivate him in the future. I do hope he doesn't go through limiting his luxury because I don't think that's good for anyone.
 New life has to signifies new hope. Hopefully it's a sign that things are going to look up for Levin.
 There's something so peaceful about Levin's life and there seems to a little more meaning in his life than both of his brothers IMO.


    


    
        DernhelmLaughed (+1)

        

There's something so peaceful about Levin's life and there seems to a little more meaning in his life than both of his brothers IMO.

I was thinking that too. The aristocratic life seems to care too much for outward appearances and social maneuvering. And Nikolai seems to live a life of strife and discontent.


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+3)

        My version (downloaded from Apple Books) says I've completed 94 of 809 pages.
Levin seems to be always thinking of his own inadequacy and vowing to do better. Now, he's vowing to be more concerned about his brother Nikolai and to be ready to help him. As far as Nikolai's political talk, Konstantin recognizes the difference between his own privileged situation and the poverty of the peasants. But, oddly, it doesn't seem to occur to him to do something for the peasants; he vows to make his own life more unpleasant with harder work and less luxury. (I begin to wonder if mental disturbances run in the family.) He definitely does not accept Nikolai's talk of communism; he "considered a revolution in economic conditions nonsense."
This is our first introduction to Levin's country life, and we see that he's not just an uninvolved owner. He's closely involved with the operation, and even "partly invented" a new machine. He may even be a micro manager. (“Levin was firmly convinced that if the buckwheat had been scorched, it was only because the precautions had not been taken, for which he had hundreds of times given orders.")
I think the description of Pava and her calf was meant to show us that he really enjoys his country life.


    


    
        DernhelmLaughed (+5)

        

He's closely involved with the operation

That's a good point. Levin's been acting like an outsider at the Scherbatzky's and at Nikolai's. We haven't actually seen him feel at home, not even with the people he feels close to, like Kitty and Nikolai.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+3)

        Love this book more and more! I am on an e-reader so no page numbers just 12% done.
Levin wants to feel better about his privilege after the visit with Nikolai and I found his logic bizarre on how he would reconcile his lifestyle to those of peasants. 


”…he would now work still harder, and would allow himself even less luxury.”

Maybe the point of showing Pava and her calf is that this is Levin’s family. He doesn’t need a wife and children.


    


    
        DernhelmLaughed (+5)

        

I found his logic bizarre on how he would reconcile his lifestyle to those of peasants.

Me too, I was wondering if he was self-flagellating out of guilt. Nikolai probably made him feel like the capitalist class is something to be ashamed of. But Levin's just come back from proposing to a princess, so...


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+2)

        Ha ha right! The Princess would fit right into those visits.


    

Part 1 - Chapter 27

    Discussion from r/yearofannakarenina (2023)

 What do you think of Levin’s daydreams and vision of his future?
 What do you think about Levin's views on marriage?
 While he reads, Levin is interrupted by thoughts of his stock. He also attentively watches his dog’s movements beside him, and it appears to calm his erratic mind. What do you think of the importance of animals in Levin’s life?
 In the last chapter there was quite a detailed description of the cows, and in this of his dog, Laska. What do you think of Tolstoy’s description of animals?
* Anything else you'd like to discuss?
Final line:


Nothing’s amiss.... All’s well.



9 Comments


    
        zhoq (+1)

        Past years discussions:
- 2019-08-18
- 2021-01-27


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+5)

        Levin badly wants a family and his wife is just a part of that picture.  It seems a good thing that he isn’t just interested in having a wife but also in the entire family scene. It seems he will be a good dad and support the family. He purposely picked the Shtcherbatsky family girls since they have been part of a well adjusted family.  Nothing wrong with picking a mate who has come from a good home environment.
Contrast that with Siva who seems selfish and just outsources his kids to Dolly and doesn’t care if there is a fun family vibe.
All that being said, Levin seems to want a robot of a wife who will just play a part in his fantasy. And yikes when she doesn’t live up to his memory of his mother.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+2)

        Side note, when Levin watched his dog’s movements closely and the dog became content after being stroked by him, I wondered if he got the idea that he just needed to mentally stroke Kitty a little more so she would like him??


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+3)

        We’ve known from our first encounter with Levin that he’s an idealist, and now we see that he has an ideal of marriage and family. He scarcely remembers his mother, so he must have been very young when she died. He imagines, rather than remembers, the life his parents led, and that’s what he plans for himself. He’s getting used to the possibility that it may not be with Kitty.
That’s not too surprising, since we learned in an earlier chapter that he had idealized the Shtcherbatsky family and had thought himself in love with each of the daughters in turn. Apparently he would have proposed to Dolly if she hadn’t married Oblonsky before he got around to it. So now he envisions his idealized future “with her (Kitty) or with another.”
Daydreams are fine as long as you can deal with reality when it inevitably proves different from the dream. If he’s moved along so quickly from a Kitty-specific dream, maybe he’ll be able to adjust to other realities that are presented. I hope so.
I didn’t think the emphasis on animals was unusual; it’s a farm, after all. And Tolstoy’s descriptions are vivid, of animals as well as people. It’s easy to visualize the scenes.
I like Agafea Mihalovna. An old family retainer, apparently. Levin seems surprised at how well she detected his mood.


    


    
        coltee_cuckoldee (+4)

        Levin seems to have a particular vision for his future (marriage to a chaste woman, living in the countryside, etc) and I don't think he'll be happy if something doesn't go entirely his way. Also, he currently doesn't seem to want to compromise at all so I wonder if his character will make compromises for his wife/family in the future?
Levin's views on marriage (and women) worry me. He clearly has a Madonna-wh\*re complex and he's admitted that he'd like his wife to be just like his mother. That's way too much pressure and if Kitty does end up marrying him, I wonder if they'll be truly happy? I don't think Levin will be happy in the city and dragging Kitty to the countryside might end up isolating her (she's grown up in the city and I'm sure she's unfamiliar with farming, etc). Levin also seems too eager to get married- he talks about working to improve himself but we haven't seen that happen yet.
Levin's life revolves around his farm. His only acquaintances seem to be his farm help and his animals. I think these are the only beings that he truly enjoys being around. It was mentioned in a previous chapter that Oblonsky and Levin were friends just because they had known one another in childhood - they have so little in common.
I enjoy Tolstoy's descriptions but I prefer the ones concerning the balls, dresses, feelings, etc.
Levin is my least favorite character at the moment and I'm glad that the next chapter surrounds Anna.


    


    
        DernhelmLaughed (+3)

         Levin is counting his cows before they hatch. It sounds fun, honestly.
 There's a bit of ambiguity here. Levin seems to want a family above all else, no matter who his wife may be, yet he seems to have given up on marriage after Kitty's rejection. This implies that Levin does only want to marry Kitty and no one else.
 Notably, they do not talk back. Levin seems to not be at ease when it comes to conversing.
 I wonder if there is some sort of pastoral ideal that is meant to serve as a contrast to the messiness of urban life.


    


    
        Pythias (+4)

         Levin's daydreams make me concerned for him. I don't think Levin will be happy until he is married. I wonder what will happen once he learns that Vrosky has no intention of proposing to Kitty. And I wonder if Levin still has a chance. 
 Levin seems to have an unhealthy view on marriage. Granted Levin is a product of his time but the whole "All that interest him interest me..." he imagines his daydream wife saying is just too submissive to me. It reminds me of the scene from Coming to America where the Prince ask his would be wife what she likes and she just keeps responding with "whatever you like."
 I think they're part of his family. I don't think he sees his animals as just as products for living but as part of his family as well.  
 I just learned this, Tolstoy was a vegetarian. Which I thought had some influence to this chapter. But Anna Karenina was first published in 1878 (if I have my facts correct) and it took him four years to write the book. Tolstoy did not become vegetarian until 1885. So that theory is not valid. Now my guess is that animals have a closer connect to nature than humans do. But Levin is more about living a simple life and maybe closer to nature (or in the country) than his counter parts. I very much love Tolstoy's description of not just the animals but everything and this book continues to be one of my favorites.


    


    
        coltee_cuckoldee (+4)

        

but the whole "All that interest him interest me..." he imagines his daydream wife saying is just too submissive to me

I agree. Looks like he has his eyes set on Kitty as she reminds him of his mother and is young and therefore, malleable. I wonder if we'll see any character growth when it comes to Levin or if his marriage will meet his rigid expectations.


    


    
        Pythias (+2)

        I wonder as well. I hope Levin does grow as a character because I do like him despite not agreeing with him.


    

Part 1 - Chapter 28

    Discussion from r/yearofannakarenina (2023)

 Why do you think the children changed their behavior around Anna?
 What do you think about Anna's confession and the decision to tell Dolly? What do you think of the relationship between these two? Has this chapter altered your view of their characters?
 Why did Anna frown at being compared to her brother?
 Now that Anna is departing, how do you think things will go between Dolly and Stiva?
* Anything else you'd like to discuss?
Final line:


Good-bye, my darling!



13 Comments


    
        zhoq (+1)

        Past years discussions:
- 2019-08-19
- 2021-01-28


    


    
        [deleted] (+1)

        Quite simple, the children changed their behavior around Anna, because they saw she would offer them no enjoyment whatsoever, so why ever should they care?
  I don’t know what to think about Anna’s behavior. It seemed she wished to display what was in her heart, what she felt, and though she mightn’t have meant to tell Dolly, I think she was overwhelmed. I think this, because I have had similar experiences, where I had no intention of saying what was inside of me, and I do, in a somewhat enigmatical fashion.
  This is silly, plausibly not true-Anna is worrying, is attempting to get over what seems this feeling of passion for Vronsky. She doesn’t want to be compared to Stiva, because she feels as an adulterer, wrong, already on such a path as Stiva was with his governess.
   I am but to my silly part. I know most people reading this comment probably already read the book, but I include spoilers of the next chapter. When she is reading the book, she is annoyed that she is not performing the actions of the characters within the book. I think she attempts to make herself believe, through her fervent passion to her little boy, and her “love” to her husband, that she lives an exciting life. It dawns on her that she doesn’t, but she attempts to push it in the back of her mind, with being particularly grateful for the life that she has. Perhaps, she doesn’t like being compared to Stiva, because his affair was of low, really pointless quality. All affairs are vulgar, but there are some that are exciting, intense, intriguing. Stiva’s was a ridiculous little stray from what is good-nothing exciting, passionate about it. She, I think, wants to believe her love for Vronsky, that should she have an affair with him, to be true-exciting-passionate.
  I can’t express it so well in words. Comprehend my silly idea as you can.
  Stiva is a flat character, he doesn’t change, and I think the same cycle will happen again, Dolly will pretend to leave, but someone will interfere.


    


    
        DernhelmLaughed (+7)

        Dolly's right. Anna's pretending that she is not culpable, in the same careless way that Stiva did. But Dolly says this as someone who forgave Stiva for his infidelity, so she's treating this like a minor failing.


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+3)

        The children were enraptured with Anna when she'd just arrived and paid a lot of attention to them. Now she's been there a week or so, plus she's distracted and thinking about other things.
Dolly is grateful to Anna for helping her forgive Stiva. I'm not sure she really believes that he's going to change his ways, but Anna's "sales pitch" somehow gave her a way to forgive him anyway. I thought at that time that Anna shared some qualities with her brother -- they can both come up with a rationale to justify something even though it may not be strictly true. But Anna doesn't like to think of herself as being like Stiva, who's such a cad, and it bothers her when Dolly perceived it in that little turn of phrase.
I wonder if Anna is deceiving herself about her actions with Vronsky, or whether she's just lying when she says she "only meant to be matchmaking." By Countess Nordston's account, when Vronsky asked Anna for the mazurka, she said “Why, aren't you going to dance it with Princess Shtcherbatskaya?" If this was her version of matchmaking, it was a pretty poor one, since she then accepted his invitation and danced it with him.
Dolly and Stiva will probably go along as they were before, with him always out, socializing and likely carrying on affairs, and her taking care of the household. The only difference is that she knows more of what he's like, and has decided to forgive him.
Also -- why was Dolly not at the ball? Stiva was.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+3)

        Good catch - why wasn’t poor Dolly at the ball?


    


    
        coltee_cuckoldee (+3)

        Anna seemed to be a bit lost in thought and the kids might have sensed that and therefore changed their behavior around Anna. They knew that she was no longer in a playful mood and would therefore not entertain them.
Anna was clearly troubled and when Dolly sensed that and tried to make her feel better, she probably felt like an imposter (especially when Dolly mentioned that her soul was clear and good). I don't think Anna really confessed what was really on her mind. She seems to be struggling with her feelings for Vronsky but she did not admit to them. Instead she talked about how Kitty might have misunderstood the entire situation. She knows that Kitty has realized the feelings that exist between Vronsky and Anna and she was trying to cover up her tracks in case Kitty mentioned this to Dolly. I don't think Dolly and Anna are close- they seem to be friendly but they are not comfortable sharing everything with the other. This is the first time we've seen Anna agitated- she's always so charming.
I think she did not like that comparison because Stiva has actually cheated on his spouse. She's currently infatuated with Vronsky but doing everything in her power to stay away from him. She's worried that she might give in to the temptation and cheat on her husband.
I think Stiva will cheat again but Dolly won't be as devastated as he has done this before.


    


    
        Pythias (+3)

         I think children are a lot smarter than most adults give them credit for, and I believe that they probably sensed Anna was troubled and therefore didn't want to bother her. 
 Anna and Dolly seem to have a healthy relationship. They seem not just in laws but actual friends that confide in each other. I think Anna confiding in Dolly about what happen with Vrosky shows that maybe she really didn't mean dance with Vrosky it just happened to end up that way. 
 I believe because as of now just dancing with Vronsky isn't all that bad but Stiva actually cheated. And maybe Anna is feeling guilty because she finds Vronsky attractive and hurt Kitty. 
 I think that things will go well for a little while but Stiva doesn't seem the type to change and I do believe it's a matter of time before he cheats again.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+4)

        I find it odd that Anna is saying she was just trying to play match maker - how?
Also I agree with Dolly that Vronksy is probably not a keeper for Kitty if he fell in love with Anna in a day.


    


    
        Kleinias1 (+4)

        

I find it odd that Anna is saying she was just trying to play match maker - how?

Yes, I tend to agree with you here.. Anna (not unlike many of us) appears to be deluding herself here, unable to face what is transpiring with her feelings towards Vronsky.


    


    
        Pythias (+2)

        I believe that the "match making" may have occurred off scene. Maybe Anna was talking to Vronsky about Kitty and really trying to get him to dance with her. Maybe Vronsky made a comment about how he'd much rather dance with her (Anna) and Anna was so taken by surprised that she didn't know how to respond to the comment except to just go with it. All this is just my speculation.


    


    
        SnoozealarmSunflower (+3)

        - When she first arrived, Anna was an exciting new person to them and they wanted to be around her. Now she has been there a few (?) days and the excitement has worn off. Kids have short attention spans and quickly and easily move on to the next thing all the time. They may also know she is packing to leave and don’t see a reason to be around her since she will be gone soon. I suppose they may also be picking up on her changed mood and are avoiding her, as they’ve already been dealing with intense adult emotions in the home.
- At this point, Anna seems to recognize her inappropriate behavior and is trying to get away from the situation as quickly as possible. She is feeling guilty and may be hoping for Dolly to alleviate some of this guilt. Which she actually does, by saying she didn’t really like Vronsky as a match for her sister anyway. Their (Anna/Dolly) relationship is interesting. We don’t know much about Anna’s life away from this setting, but she may not have many close friends and Dolly is a friend by default due to being her sister in law. They know what the other person wants to hear and what to say to make the other feel better. Dolly will now forever be grateful to Anna for “fixing” her marriage. I am at least a little proud of Anna for feeling guilty and trying to leave the situation, but am disappointed that Dolly didn’t stand her ground with Stiva and leave.
- Anna is aware of her brothers behavior and certainly Dolly’s feelings about it, so it is only natural for her to take offense to being compared to him.
- I think Stiva will continue to have affairs and Dolly will continue to forgive him and stand by him. Which is sad and disappointing.


    


    
        Kleinias1 (+3)

        

I think Stiva will continue to have affairs and Dolly will continue to forgive him and stand by him. Which is sad and disappointing.

Stiva seems relatively unrepentant and I think we can see he's likely to continue to act out what is now part of his character... but (and I'm guessing here) I'm unsure if Dolly really has forgiven Stiva for this past transgression and (judging by the way she has reacted to it) I do wonder if she will be able to truly forgive him for any future affairs. She may stay with him.. but forgive him?


    


    
        SnoozealarmSunflower (+3)

        Fair point. She can stay with him and accept the circumstances (or not accept and just deal with them for appearances sake) without actually having to forgive him.


    

Part 1 - Chapter 29

    Discussion from r/yearofannakarenina (2023)

 What do you think of the parallels between the last chapter and this one -- characters trying to read and being distracted by thoughts and daydreams?
 What do you think of Anna’s thoughts on books; finding it unpleasant to read because she’d rather do all the things herself than read reflections of other people’s lives?
 Anna’s own feelings seep in to the book she is reading, like in a dream. Then she seems to detach from reality. What is it that happens to her?
 Anna fidgets a lot with her ‘paper cutter’: a small knife used to separate joined pages in a book, like a miniature letter-opener. What role does it serve in the telling of this chapter?
 What did you think of the mood in this scene?
 What is Anna going to do now? What would you do if you were in her place?
* Anything else you'd like to add?
Final line:


Standing near the car, she watched the platform and the station gleaming with lights.



11 Comments


    
        zhoq (+1)

        Past years discussions:
- 2019-08-20
- 2021-01-29


    


    
        [deleted] (+3)

        Is her odd nervous breakdown perhaps a vision of her guilt, damnation, hell, etc, or am I being dramatic?


    


    
        rubix_cubin (+1)

        No, I think you're correct! Maybe a manifestation of her guilt is a better way of putting it to me. Overwhelmed by her thoughts, emotions and guilt. That was an interesting scene. The hallucinatory feel was quite unexpected but fun.
Btw, I'm reading through here with you as well. I'm a hair behind you at the moment but chugging along. Cheers!


    


    
        [deleted] (+1)

        Quite cool! Once you’ve finished part one, please do tell what is your favorite part!


    


    
        DernhelmLaughed (+3)

        For the first time, I think we are seeing the real Anna, sans the social graces used to deflect unpleasantness like water off a duck's back. Arguably, Anna flirting openly with Vronsky is also the "real Anna", but here we see her struggling to reconcile what she wants with her shame for her desire.


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+5)

        Levin was reading a "Treatise on Heat," which wouldn't be my choice but apparently it interests him. Then he's distracted by pleasant thoughts of his actual life; the feel of the scene is very peaceful.
Anna is reading, possibly because there's no one to talk to and nothing else to do on her journey. She doesn't really like reading, though, and she'd rather be doing everything she's reading about. I disagree with her about finding reading unpleasant, of course, I enjoy reading about lives different from my own. (I certainly wouldn't want to be on that train with her. I might have enjoyed the ball, though.)
I found her mental state pretty disturbing, and at one point she actually seemed to be hallucinating. “That peasant with the long waist seemed to be gnawing something on the wall, the old lady began stretching her legs the whole length of the carriage...." I thought she might be on the verge of a nervous breakdown, but maybe she was just half asleep and half dreaming. In any case, the mood of the chapter was distressing and almost chaotic.
I didn't get the paper cutter at all. She seems to be fidgeting with it, but if Tolstoy intended it to have meaning, I missed it.
What will she do now? She intends to go back to her normal life with her husband and son, and that's probably what I would do as well. If that's what really happened, though, the book probably wouldn't be named for her.


    


    
        coltee_cuckoldee (+2)

        I think Levin and Anna were reading for different purposes. Levin was trying to improve himself- he's trying to build a new life but getting distracted by his current one (which revolves around his animals and staff). Anna, on the other hand, is trying to read to push her guilty feelings aside. She's knows that she's infatuated with Vronsky but does not want to admit this to herself.
It seems to me that the book is not distracting her from her thoughts. Maybe she'd be distracted if she was actually doing something instead of reading about other people.
I wonder if Anna is having a nervous breakdown. She's unable to distract herself from the thought of Vronsky and this fact is troubling her.
Now that Anna's stepped out of the train, I wonder if she'll find another bad omen at the station (similar to the one when she met Vronsky for the first time at the station). I think she'll try to get some fresh air.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+4)

        I enjoyed the tone of this chapter and the trippy day dreaming.
She knows that Vronksy looks at her with slavish adoration and yet she doesn’t see that she did anything wrong with leading him on or just not buying into his attention. She seems very self centered in this way. Unable to see the pain she causes.
I felt like the paper cutter (paper knife in my version) was her connection to the outside world. Keeping the day dream separate.
I feel like there is much to unpack about Anna in this chapter but I need time to think about it.


    


    
        [deleted] (+1)

        Yes! I couldn’t figure it out the paper knife-thank you! It makes most perfect sense!


    


    
        SnoozealarmSunflower (+2)

        I couldn’t figure out the meaning of the paper cutter/knife at first, but I think you are write that it served as a way to differentiate between reality and the dream.


    


    
        Pythias (+2)

         I thought that this was funny because I was reading this while the car and it was raining.  I really like that Tolstoy adds the day dreaming parts for our characters. It feels so relatable. Both Anna and Levin seem to be unhappy with their situations and which I believe leads them to day dream of hopefully better times to come.  
 I really felt for her. It seems obvious that she loves her family but it seems like see doesn't feel like she's living. Just going through the motions of life and it's a big difference. 
 I'm not sure but I would very much like to hear other's opinions on this. 
 The snow on the windows, the gust of winds so strong it nearly pushes Anna away (I really feel that), it fits so well with the turmoil that Anna seems to be experiencing within. 
* I think she's going to go home and just try to put the whole thing behind her. I don't think it will be that simple. If I were Anna I would not be in that position because dancing with someone who is not my SO would make me super uncomfortable (that's just me).


    

Part 1 - Chapter 30

    Discussion from r/yearofannakarenina (2023)

 Anna’s “magical state” in the last chapter, culminating in this one in unexpectedly encountering Vronsky -- what did you think of her reaction to seeing him?
 What do you think about Vronsky following Anna? How did he know when she was going and where to meet her? How did he even get there -- was he on the train?
 How serious are Vronsky's intentions? Does he just want to mess around, like in the case of Kitty, or is it different this time?
 At the end of the chapter we meet Anna's husband, Alexei. What are your first impressions of him? What were your thoughts when reading their conversation?
 What did you think of what was going on in Anna’s head upon seeing her husband again?
 Anything else you'd like to add?
Final line:


“And is this all the reward,” said he, “for my ardor? He’s quite well....”



13 Comments


    
        zhoq (+1)

        Past years discussions:
- 2019-08-21
- 2021-01-30


    


    
        PADULKROS (+1)

        this chapter is so dreamy i can’t even tell which is real


    


    
        coltee_cuckoldee (+4)

        Anna was excited to see him but at the same time, she dreaded the encounter as she was trying so hard to forget Vronsky and go back to her old life.
I think Vronsky was on the train - he wasn't able to meet Anna as her servant Anushka was right next to her. He waited until she was alone to approach her. I'm sure he just casually asked Oblonsky what train Anna would be taking and Oblonsky wasn't able to figure out his intentions. I think it's weird that Vronsky is putting so much effort in following Anna- he hardly knows her. I wonder if he's going to string her along like he did with Kitty.
I'm unsure about Vronsky's intentions. We haven't seen him pursue Kitty so I can't tell if he's serious this time. I do think that he is not in love with Anna, he just feels lust for her. However, I do think that Anna is falling in love with the idea of being with him- she wants to escape her boring life and do something exciting for herself.
It looks like Alexei and Anna are not in love but they get along fine (looks like they're more suited to be acquaintances than lovers). I think Alexei might enjoy her company but Anna seems to be disgusted by him when she seems him again.
I think Anna was trying to get her mind off of Vronsky by reminding herself that she has a husband and a son. It looks like she was trying to think good things about her husband and had built a certain image of him in her mind. However, when she sees Alexei she realizes that her husband does not compare to the image she had built in her mind and is therefore disappointed. She seems to realize that she's not interested in him or attracted to him.


    


    
        [deleted] (+1)

        Quite, quite true.


    


    
        Cautiou (+6)

        How did he know when she was going and where to meet her?
Didn't he ask her directly?
Chapter 23


“No; why, as it is, I have danced more at your ball in Moscow than I have all the winter in Petersburg,” said Anna, looking round at Vronsky, who stood near her. “I must rest a little before my journey.”  
 
“Are you certainly going tomorrow then?” asked Vronsky.  
 
“Yes, I suppose so,” answered Anna, as it were wondering at the boldness of his question; but the irrepressible, quivering brilliance of her eyes and her smile set him on fire as she said it.



    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+3)

        This is another wonderful description of the chaotic environment of a train station. Tolstoy seems to do chaos very well, including the chaotic state of Anna's mind.
So here she is, and suddenly there's Vronsky too. I couldn't tell from her reaction if she was really all that surprised. His adoring look was just the same, and it made her feel the same as before. Perhaps she'd been hoping she wouldn't have the same reaction, that he would be just like the other young men she knew, and she wouldn't face the conflict any more. She tries to discourage him ("If you are a good man...") but he isn't having any of that. I don't think he's thought of himself as a good man previously, so why start now?
But other than his continued lack of consideration for what's the right thing to do, Vronsky seems to be entirely different from his previous devil-may-care attitude. He had always avoided complications by conducting his love affairs away from Petersburg society. Here he is expressing devotion to a married woman who's definitely part of Petersburg society, and following her when she goes home.
As to how did he know she was going -- he probably ran into Stiva somewhere, or maybe he even tried to call on her. In any case he decided to follow, and caught the next train. Maybe happenstance that it's the same one, or maybe there is only one a day. Meeting her when she got off at the rest stop was coincidence.
I think he is entirely serious, because he's taking a huge risk. His reputation and career could be ruined.
And finally we meet Karenin.  Ears that stick out, big tired eyes, high pitched voice. Not a very attractive picture -- real, or just the way Anna is seeing him? Same with the conversation -- is it really as sarcastic as it sounds or is this just a teasing manner, like some couples have with each other? I'm pretty sure she doesn't love him. Does he love her? Hard to say.


    


    
        DernhelmLaughed (+3)

         "She was panic-stricken and blissful" says it all.
 The most striking thing to me is that they both have taken this train ride covertly. Anna's snuck away from St. Petersburg earlier than planned because she wants to avoid Vronsky's flirtations. She feels she cannot return his affections without creating a scandal. But she does not want to explicitly tell him she is not interested. Because she absolutely is interested. She does not want to discourage him, for her own vanity, perhaps. Oh, Anna.
 Anna and Vronsky might both be interested in each other, and he certainly seems more interested than she does. But it's not as simple as all that because their respective risk is not the same. Vronsky risks nothing but train fare and maybe a rejection. Anna has much more to lose - her reputation and social standing, perhaps even her husband and son. I get the feeling Vronsky's not too bothered as he goes from woman to woman, but Anna's ego would be bruised if Vronsky rejected her.
 Perhaps he's gotten comfortable in the marriage, but it says something that his wife's first thought upon seeing him is "Ugh!" She's comparing him to the attentions and flirtations that she received in St. Petersburg, but it remains to be seen if her dissatisfaction is justified. Is her husband's unvarnished familiarity worth more than empty flattery in a ballroom? Or is he an unappreciative husband? I bet it's not that cut and dried.
* Loved the description of mingled familiarity and revulsion:


She was especially struck by the feeling of dissatisfaction with herself that she experienced on meeting him. That feeling was an intimate, familiar feeling, like a consciousness of hypocrisy, which she experienced in her relations with her husband. But hitherto she had not taken note of the feeling, now she was clearly and painfully aware of it.



    


    
        Pythias (+4)

         I was a bit disappointed. I really believed that she didn't mean to steal Vronsky's attention from Kitty. But from her initial reaction to seeing Vronsky is joy. I can't help but be disappointed by both of them. 
 I wasn't entirely sure Anna was just imagining Vronsky but I believe he really is there and it makes me feel a bit uncomfortable. Isn't that a bit stalker-ish? I really hope it's just Anna's imagination. 
 I think Vronsky is just infatuated with Anna. And I think only trouble will come of it. Anna is already married. And it maybe an unhappy marriage (I'm convinced it is an unhappy marriage) but she's still married and unless Anna plans to leave her husband I think that Vronsky is only going to cause trouble. 
 I can't tell if he is teasing her out of love or just teasing her. So it's hard to form an opinion on him. 
* It's pretty clear to me that Anna does not love her husband and probably feels trapped in her marriage. I do really feel for her even if I am disappointed with her.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+3)

        I agree. I am really disappointed in them both. Especially Anna as she really hurt Kitty and I wanted it to be a misunderstanding.


    


    
        Pythias (+2)

        

Especially Anna as she really hurt Kitty and I wanted it to be a misunderstanding.

Me too!! Anna seems to really like Kitty, and Kitty admired Anna.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+3)

        I wasn’t sure she really saw Vronksy, just that she was imagining it happening. Like in her Romance novel. She definitely seems to want his attention based on her reaction.  Though it makes sense that he would follow her as he is so smitten. And as our main character she needs a reason to engage with him or come back to the other characters instead of staying home.
Alexei seems like a total jerk in the eyes of Anna. I might even say a narcissist.  He sneers and speaks mockingly. It makes sense she is unhappy to see him and feels trapped in an unhappy marriage as we had suspected.


    


    
        DernhelmLaughed (+4)

        

I wasn’t sure she really saw Vronksy,

Wow, that hadn't occurred to me! Nice thinking.


    


    
        Pythias (+3)

        

I wasn’t sure she really saw Vronksy,

I wasn't entirely sure either. It's so hard to say. And I totally agree that Anna is unhappy and feels trapped in her marriage.


    

Part 1 - Chapter 31

    Discussion from r/yearofannakarenina (2023)

 This chapter covers more-or-less the same events as last chapter, but this time from Vronsky’s perspective. How does Vronsky's heightened emotional state on the train compare to Anna's?
 What did you think of the encounter between Anna, her husband, and Vronsky?
 Anna’s husband, Alexei, says Vronsky and he are already acquainted, though he immediately upon seeing him appears to react with coldness, and looks at him with distaste. Why do you think this is?
 What do you think about Vronsky's stated intention to visit the Karenin household?
* Anything else you'd like to discuss?
Final line:


And with a long pressure of her hand and a meaning smile, he put her in her carriage.

See you all on Monday!


16 Comments


    
        zhoq (+1)

        Past years discussions:
- 2019-08-22
- 2021-01-31


    


    
        Edpayasugo (+2)

        Appreciate that I am super late on this, but I read it recently and cannot stop thinking about what was meant. Alexey  says to Vronsky, 'You set off with the mother and you return with the son' but I cannot think what he means, unless they are aquainted through Alexey  knowing Vronsky's mother?  
Is there more to it than this?  
Thanks.


    


    
        zhoq (+1)

        I think it’s literal and simply referring to the fact that when Anna left she was travelling with Vronsky’s mother (see 1.17)


    


    
        Edpayasugo (+2)

        Thank you. Now you have pointed it out its so obvious. Thanks!


    


    
        coltee_cuckoldee (+6)

        Vronsky seems to be more calm while Anna was agitated. The infatuation brings him great joy and confidence whereas it caused Anna excess worry.
It was a very tense encounter and Karenin made it clear that he's not interested in Vronsky. I think this encounter was very important to both Anna and Vronsky as it proved to Anna that Vronsky does not consider her to be a mere infatuation. He's ready to break rules set by polite society. It also gives Vronsky the reassurance that Anna is not in love with her husband and therefore, she is likely to return his affections.
I wonder if Karenin has heard any gossip about Vronsky (his affairs with girls outside of society, his mother's affairs, him stringing along poor Kitty, etc). It's clear that Karenin knows who Vronsky is but does not wish to be acquainted with him.
I think Vronsky is being very bold and reckless by wanting to visit the Karenin household. If he makes multiple visits, Karenin will figure everything out and this situation can only end up badly for Anna. I wonder if she will be ruined if her infatuation with Vronsky (at this point, I'm assuming they're just having an emotional affair and nothing physical has happened) becomes public? It would be ironic as Oblonsky escaped unscathed after his affair.
I'm wondering if Karenin will put an end to this infatuation after putting two and two together or Anna and Vronsky will participate in a full-blown affair.


    


    
        [deleted] (+1)

        Yes, if he wishes to carry on this affair, he ought to meet Anna outside of her household. It will be odd for her husband to observe his wife is receiving this man who has no point to be there.


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+3)

        Anna's heightened emotional state is disturbing and her thought processes are confused. Vronsky, on the other hand, is focused and knows what he wants, regardless of consequences. It is slightly jarring for him to see Karenin though, since Anna's husband has no part in Vronsky's fantasies.
If I didn't know the undercurrents, this encounter would seem pretty normal to me. Karenin has encountered Vronsky somewhere; he may look vaguely familiar but he can't remember why. When Anna introduces him as "Count Vronsky," Karenin makes the connection. He's cordial, but not all that interested in the young officer. He recalls that Anna traveled to Moscow with Vronsky's mother. (Where is Countess Vronskaya anyway? I assume she was in Moscow to visit her son. Did he just leave her there, or has she already returned?)
Vronsky asks to call on Anna, obviously wanting to see more of her and not really caring about appearances. Karenin responds, as the request from a young man to call on a married woman would seem inappropriate, and interprets it as a visit to the family. He says they receive visitors on Mondays.
We are presented with still more unattractive physical characteristics for poor Karenin. He not only has ears that stick out and appear to prop up his hat, but he has a "prominent spine" and a somewhat odd walk ("swing of the hips and flat feet.") He either really has a rather cartoonish appearance or Tolstoy is showing us how Anna and Vronsky each perceive him.


    


    
        Pythias (+5)

         Vronsky doesn't seem to be thinking of the consequences like Anna. He doesn't even think about Anna's husband until he sees him. 
 I can't believe Vronsky had the audacity to speak to Anna so causally in front of her husband and completely dismiss him at the same time. I'm finding harder and harder to like Vronsky.
 Vronsky probably has a reputation for being a tease or a play boy? (I don't know of a better word) and Alexei is probably on high alert because Vronsky is obviously interested in Vronsky. 
 I thought it was bold statement and I'm very much not liking where this is going.


    


    
        DernhelmLaughed (+5)

         From the previous chapters, I had gotten the impression that Vronsky was merely enjoying yet another fleeting flirtation, but he sure seems to have some intense feelings for Anna. But is it only the hunt that has him transfixed? Is it the difficulty of pursuing Anna that interests him, compared to Kitty, who poses no challenge? What happens if/when he makes a conquest of Anna? This man is going to leave a path of destruction in his wake.
 Awk-ward.
 It's difficult to say if this is directed at Vronsky, or if it is Alexei's normal demeanor. He is hard to read.
 Yup, Vronsky's going to destroy Anna's life and then merrily skip away. The audacity!
* I loved the juxtaposition of Vronsky and Alexei, a rock and a hard place:


Alexey Alexandrovitch looked at Vronsky with displeasure, vaguely recalling who this was. Vronsky’s composure and self-confidence here struck, like a scythe against a stone, upon the cold self-confidence of Alexey Alexandrovitch.



    


    
        coltee_cuckoldee (+2)

        

Is it the difficulty of pursuing Anna that interests him, compared to Kitty, who poses no challenge? What happens if/when he makes a conquest of Anna? This man is going to leave a path of destruction in his wake.

These are some great points! Anna seems to show some interest in him so I'm wondering if his next conquest will be a married woman who shows no interest in him. That will be an even greater challenge for him.


    


    
        Pythias (+2)

        I 100% agree with you about Vronsky and it makes it really hard to like him.


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+3)

        I've never liked Vronsky.


    


    
        Pythias (+2)

        I held my judgement on him because I wasn't sure about him when we were first introduced to him. But as of chapter 23, I don't like him either. What I should have said is it makes it hard to root for him.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+5)

        I think Alexei is on to the creepy stalking behavior of Vronksy by observing the two of them or he just thinks Vronsky is a fan of his (isn’t Alexei a bit famous- edit found it - he held one of the most important positions in the ministry to whose department the Moscow office belongedbwhere Stiva was on the board) and finds it distasteful. I don’t get the impression he really knew him from the past.
I guess Vronsky has come this far- why not invite himself to visit.
When Vronsky Is described as “…he felt after his sleepless night as keen and fresh as after a cold bath.” Was his to mean he was refreshed? Or that it was dreadful which is what a cold bath would be for me?
Also I can’t quite figure out if Alexei is being playful and sarcastic (described as jeering) when he chats with Anna or is he being condescending - thoughts?


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+5)

        It sounds playful to me, especially as Anna at one point responds in kind. And as he's leaving he says "you wouldn't believe how I've missed...." Just as a loving husband would say after being separated from his wife for a time.


    


    
        Pythias (+3)

        

I think Alexei is on to the creepy stalking behavior of Vronksy 

100% agree


When Vronsky Is described as “…he felt after his sleepless night as keen and fresh as after a cold bath.” Was his to mean he was refreshed? Or that it was dreadful which is what a cold bath would be for me?

I took it as refreshed. Once you get acclimated to ice baths they are addicting and I have a feeling ice baths are a Russian tradition.


Also I can’t quite figure out if Alexei is being playful and sarcastic (described as jeering) when he chats with Anna or is he being condescending - thoughts?

I'm having the same problem identifying if Alexei is being playful or a turd. It sounds playful and I want to say it because Anna seems to be playful with her responses but I'm not 100% sure.


    

Part 1 - Chapter 32

    Discussion from r/yearofannakarenina (2023)

Don't worry, it's actually 1 a.m. February 20th here, and I have a busy day at my house tomorrow/today so here's the discussion 14 hours earlier than usual.

 In Moscow, Anna really seemed to be missing her son. Were you surprised by her reaction to Seryozha on arriving back home? How do you explain her disappointment?
 She seems to harbor that same feeling of disappointment for other people in her “old life”. What do you make of that?
 What do you think, from what we’ve seen in this chapter, of Anna’s usual lifestyle?
 What do you think of Anna’s decision not to tell her husband about her feelings?
* Anything else you'd like to discuss?
Final line:


No, and thank goodness there is nothing to tell anyway," she said to herself.



14 Comments


    
        zhoq (+1)

        Past years discussions:
- 2019-08-23
- 2021-02-01


    


    
        [deleted] (+2)

        Does anybody know the history of the Pan-Slavist, what Countess Lydia was talking about?


    


    
        rubix_cubin (+1)

        Yes, that caught my eye as well! I'm glad you mentioned it, which triggered me to follow-up.
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pan-Slavism
Pan-Slavism, a movement that took shape in the mid-19th century, is the political ideology concerned with promoting integrity and unity for the Slavic people. Its main impact occurred in the Balkans, where non-Slavic empires had ruled the South Slavs for centuries. These were mainly the Byzantine Empire, Austria-Hungary, the Ottoman Empire, and Venice.
Origins
Extensive pan-Slavism began much like Pan-Germanism: both of these movements flourished from the sense of unity and nationalism experienced within ethnic groups after the French Revolution and the consequent Napoleonic Wars against traditional European monarchies. As in other Romantic nationalist movements, Slavic intellectuals and scholars in the developing fields of history, philology, and folklore actively encouraged Slavs' interest in their shared identity and ancestry. Pan-Slavism co-existed with the Southern Slavic drive towards independence.


    


    
        [deleted] (+2)

        Thank you very much!


    


    
        helenofyork (+2)

        Love and attraction cannot be explained. It's almost alchemy.
Something has changed within Anna at meeting Vronsky and her life seems dissatisfactory to her. Her son pales in her eyes now.


    


    
        coltee_cuckoldee (+3)

        I was surprised by her reaction to meeting her son. She was so worried about him on the train journey with Vronsky's mother. I think the time away from her family was very relaxing and she was finally able to do things for herself (dance at the ball, be announced as the belle of the ball, etc). The brief infatuation with Vronsky was very exciting for her and now that she's home, she's back to her responsibilities and routine.
It looks like her marriage isn't as fulfilling as she hoped it would be but she had gotten used to it for her and her son's sake. Now that Vronsky has shown his interest in her, she's probably remembering her days before marriage and this seems to be a chance at love/romance (something she doesn't have with her husband). She seems to have built an image of her home life in order to keep herself under control near Vronsky and now that she's back home, she realizes that the image was not accurate and she's disappointed with this realization.
Anna seems to live a lavish and comfortable life. She has good friends at home, her relationship with her son is great and her husband treats her with respect (this might not be ideal as she may crave love but Karenin is still better than Oblonsky).
I think if Anna never meets Vronsky again, this might be a good decision as she has actually not cheated on her husband. Telling him might backfire as Karenin might become possessive and controlling. However, it seems that Anna is in denial about how strongly she's attracted to Vronsky. Vronsky told Karenin that he'd be visiting him soon so we'll be seeing more of them and I wonder if anything will happen.
Favorite line: "the Countess, who was interested in everything that did not concern her, had a habit of never listening to what interested her"


    


    
        [deleted] (+2)

        The line is perfectly true, in it’s conciseness


    


    
        SnoozealarmSunflower (+2)

        - I was not surprised by her disappointment of people in her “old life”, as she just came from a trip away that included going to a ball and flirtation with a man and the “drama” of reuniting Dolly and Stiva. That trip was full of excitement and new people (or at least people she hadn’t seen for a while), and now she’s returned home to her routine and boring life. She’s sort of looking at everything at home and comparing it to her time in Moscow. I am, though, surprised by her reaction to her son when returning home. I don’t have children of my own but I wouldn’t expect a mother to feel this sort of disappointment towards her child, especially as she did seem to miss him while she was away. I’m not sure how to explain it, other than it showing just how truly depressed she is with her current situation.
- In addition to what I said above about seeing her current life in comparison to Moscow, I think her overall mood has changed now that she’s returned home. She now has to face the fact that she’s a married woman who should not even be entertaining the thought of Vronsky, whereas in Moscow she was able to push that reality to the back of her mind and have fun flirting with Vronsky.
- Anna is trying to rationalize to herself why it is okay to not mention her feelings to her husband in order to absolve some of the guilt she is feeling. She knows deep down that it is wrong and inappropriate but is trying to fool herself into believing that nothing really happened with Vronsky from her side of things, and even if he is attracted to her, this is something that he husband expects given their position in society so there’s no reason to make a big deal about it.


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+3)

        We don't know Anna well enough to know if her reaction is surprising. Some people hold a picture of other people/places/experiences in their minds that don't match up with the reality. Maybe Anna is like that. With her son, the "disappointment" didn't translate into words or actions; she clearly loves him and acts lovingly toward him. Maybe she has so rarely been away from him that the experience surprised her.
I do wonder how this applies to her attitude toward her husband. She does seem really bothered by the ears, as if she'd never noticed it before. (Maybe he did get a bad haircut.) But how does she really feel about him? Does she really love him? They seem comfortable together at least.
Her lifestyle seems typical of a wealthy society matron of that era, whatever country she was in. Probably not much different from life in London, for instance. Receiving visitors, going to events, visiting. And being very annoyed when her dresses weren't ready. Would she have gone out if they had been? We are left to wonder why she didn't just wear something else and go visiting or to the theater; is she generally dissatisfied with her life right now... or is it really having nothing appropriate to wear?
I don't think there's any question of telling her husband about her feelings... I don't think she understands them herself and would have a hard time explaining them. But she decided not to tell him the plain fact that Vronsky had made advances to her. Her excuse is that when something similar happened before, Alexei said he trusted her to handle it appropriately. But I'm sure she doesn't want to tell him the Vronsky saga, especially with Kitty's involvement. It would be hard to explain, and hard to hide her feelings of pleasure in his attentions. "You danced the mazurka with him? Why?"


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+2)

        

She does seem really bothered by the ears, as if she'd never noticed it before. (Maybe he did get a bad haircut.)



is she generally dissatisfied with her life right now... or is it really having nothing appropriate to wear?

Too funny! You crack me up.


    


    
        Pythias (+2)

         I did not understand Anna's disappointment in seeing her son again. Maybe it's because she remembered him more adorable in her imagination? I only say that because right after Anna's thinking about her disappointment, Seryozha is described as "But even as he was, he was charming, with his fair curls, his blue eyes, and his plump, graceful little legs in tightly pulled-up stockings. I don't know, I don't have kids but I imagine if I did I'd be glad to see them whether they were cute or not. 
 I think there was a lot of negativity in this chapter because we got it from Anna's POV. And I think that it's interesting because with Vronsky he seemed so positive. I think the contrast is Vronsky is really happy because of his infatuation where as Anna is feeling guilty because of her infatuation. So she's now seeing  the world in a different light. One whom feels guilt opposed to one whom is happy and in love (though I don't think Vronsky is in love). 
 I think Anna's lifestyle is that of a typical of someone who lives in high society. It seems so mundane and boring she has a routine down and it seems normal to her. 
 Even though Alexei claims not to be jealous and therefore does not want to know if someone is declaring their love for his wife, I think Anna is just using it as an excuse not to tell Alexi. I feel this way because Anna does seem to feel something for Vronsky and I think (and I'm sure others think this too) that there will end up an affair between the two.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+3)

        I outright gasped when I read:


”And her son, like her husband, aroused in Anna a feeling akin to disappointment. She had imagined him better than he was in reality.”

I didn’t expect the harshness of her thoughts like this. It really showed me how she has been putting on a show.  She was only gone a short time like a week?
Stiva, Kitty, Dolly and Levin’s thoughts didn’t surprise me and rounded them out for what I had come to expect of them. But, wow, Anna is coming across a little sociopath to me. I am probably overreacting and will come to appreciate her honesty. Maybe she is just tired and enjoyed the break from caring for her toddler.
I see why she wouldn’t tell her husband about Vronsky given his past comments and assuming she thinks he will fade away (which we know he won’t).


    


    
        Pythias (+2)

        

I outright gasped when I read:

I didn't gasped but really what mother thinks that? I mean I understand that kids can be exhausting and sometimes you just want a break from your kids but Anna had a break and she should be happy to see her baby.


Anna is coming across a little sociopath to me

I don't why but this cracked me up. But I can totally see why you believe this and I think I'm inclined to agree.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+2)

        Yes it was a little tongue in cheek calling her a sociopath. But like you, I will be keeping a close eye on her going forward.


    

Part 1 - Chapter 33

    Discussion from r/yearofannakarenina (2023)

 Anna goes through a range of emotions in this chapter. From anger over trivialities, to calm and self-comforting, to withdrawal. Why is the ‘ordinary’ life she used to live causing such turmoil now?
 Anna’s husband is high ranking and successful, and her life seems set. Do you find it frivolous that she is still not satisfied, or do you relate to her? Would you in her position change your life, or put up with it?
 What do you think of Alexei’s habits? Has your opinion about Alexei changed after this chapter?
 Those ears again! Do you think that Anna was ever attracted to her husband? Is it a marriage of love or convenience?
* Anything else you'd like to discuss?
Final line:


Undressing, she went into the bedroom; but her face had none of the eagerness which, during her stay in Moscow, had fairly flashed from her eyes and her smile; on the contrary, now the fire seemed quenched in her, hidden somewhere far away.



12 Comments


    
        zhoq (+1)

        Past years discussions:
- 2019-08-24
- 2021-02-02


    


    
        coltee_cuckoldee (+6)

        I think Anna had a lot of fun while she was at Moscow and was able to enjoy herself without the additional responsibilities of being a wife and a mom. Now that she's back home, her monotonous life is causing a lot of turmoil for her as she feels a bit trapped.
I can relate with her. She has a kind and respectful husband but she does not love him. She cannot force herself to do so and this realization seems to cause a lot of dissatisfaction within her. If I were in her position, I would just put up with it. I don't think divorce was an option and since Karenin is respectful, I would try my best to live as friends and not lovers.
Alexei seems to be very obsessed with his work and strives to improve himself. He kind of reminds me of Levin in this aspect.
Their marriage looks like one of convenience. She was never attracted to him but I guess she was satisfied with the way their marriage was going earlier on. Now that she's caught Vronsky's eye, she seems to want more in terms of romance and realizes that her husband won't be able to provide what she wants.


    


    
        scholasta (+3)

        Anna losing romantic interest in her husband and wondering if it’s because he’s had a haircut is me irl


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+5)

        Tolstoy has described the Karenins' life so well here. Full of social events and responsibilities, but not exactly exciting. Some people would love it. Did Anna love it before her week in Moscow?
Was she satisfied with her life before going to Moscow and being more or less the star of the show? Was she satisfied with Alexei, ears and all, before meeting the enraptured Vronsky? I can understand how the return to her normal life would be somewhat unsatisfying, but if it were me I wouldn't make any big changes.
I think I know now just what Alexei is like. He's very very good at his job, and he's the sort of person who's comforted by having schedules and routines. He may think everyone is like that, including Anna. I've known such people, and they haven't dealt well with serious disruptions. I wonder how Alexei handles change.
This was probably not a love match, and was arranged in the traditional style. (I remember the Princess reflecting on how things were just now changing.) If Anna married very young, she probably did what was expected of her.


    


    
        Pythias (+2)

        

I think I know now just what Alexei is like. He's very very good at his job, and he's the sort of person who's comforted by having schedules and routines. He may think everyone is like that, including Anna. 

I agree with this wholeheartedly.


This was probably not a love match, and was arranged in the traditional style. (I remember the Princess reflecting on how things were just now changing.) If Anna married very young, she probably did what was expected of her.

I also didn't think it was a love match because with love you care about them despite their flaws and sometimes even grow to love those flaws. But I like the addition points you made here, they make perfect sense.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+2)

        

This was probably not a love match, and was arranged in the traditional style. (I remember the Princess reflecting on how things were just now changing.) If Anna married very young, she probably did what was expected of her.

I hadn’t thought of this. Great point.


    


    
        Pythias (+4)

         I think Anna's bored with her simple life. Vronsky added some spice to life, especially because it's wrong and she does feel guilty about thinking about him. 
 I do find it a bit ridiculous that Anna is not satisfied with her life. But I forget that in those times it may not have been easy for 1) a woman to be able to do what she wants and 2) for someone in her position (high society) to be able to do what she wants. How Anna conducts herself and presents herself reflects on Alexei's high ranking in society.
 I like Alexei. I wasn't sure about him at first because I wasn't sure about his bantering with Anna earlier. But he seems to really care about her I think that's really important. 
 I do wonder this. If it was a marriage of convenience then I would understand her frustration with her husband's ears (this scene made me laugh) but if she loved him I'd expect that she can over look his flaws because of that love.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+7)

        I appreciate Alexei’s busy schedule and need for punctuality. But the way he called his wife to naked bed time “precisely at twelve o’clock” with “It’s time” was so over the top and cracked me up.
It seems like Anna had many friends and hobbies of her own and has built her life around this busy husband.
So I am not sure she is bored so much as she is missing Passion and Spontaneity, both of which Vronksy brings in spades.


    


    
        rubix_cubin (+2)

        "It's time! It's time!"
That cracked me up! Like, is he saying what I think he is? I don't feel like we usually get this sort of forthright speech in older books like this.


    


    
        evngprimrose (+2)

        Omg! I totally missed this part. I think I wasn't sure before and now I am! This is so funny! "It's time! It's time!" 🤣


    


    
        DernhelmLaughed (+6)

        For the first time, we're seeing Alexei described positively, though not in terms of undiluted praise. Certainly, his affection for his wife is far from hotblooded passion. (Did he really just call her to bed with "It's time, it's time."??) Aside from that, I wonder if Anna's attraction for Vronsky stems from the fact that she is bored, rather than from any positive qualities Vronsky might possess.
That last sentence is great.


    


    
        Pythias (+2)

        

I wonder if Anna's attraction for Vronsky stems from the fact that she is bored, rather than from any positive qualities Vronsky might possess.

I wonder the exact same thing.


    

Part 1 - Chapter 34

    Discussion from r/yearofannakarenina (2023)

 What do you think of Vronsky’s Petersburg lifestyle?
 What do you think about the friendship of Vronsky and Petritsky?
 Vronsky divides people into two classes. What is your opinion about that?
 Did this chapter change your view of Vronsky?
 Do you think his time in Moscow has changed him?
 Anything else you'd like to discuss?
Final line:


As always in Petersburg, he left home expecting not to return until late at night.



8 Comments


    
        zhoq (+1)

        Past years discussions:
- 2019-08-25
- 2021-02-03


    


    
        coltee_cuckoldee (+5)

        Vronsky seems to have a lot of fun with his friends/mistresses in Petersburg but I wonder if Kitty's family would approve of this lifestyle? I'm assuming that he lived a completely different lifestyle in Moscow (did not associate with people like his Petersburg friends).
I got the feeling that Vronsky and Petritsky are not exactly close. They're more of acquaintances. Vronsky seems to tolerate him as he knows that he has nowhere else to go. Also, if they were close, I wonder if Vronsky would have told them about Anna?
Vronsky's an interesting character. He seems to look down on the first group of people (those unlike himself who believe in working hard, committing to one woman,etc). He clearly belongs to the second group but I get the feeling that he tries to pass off as a member of the first group (he hid his entire personality from Kitty and her parents). I don't think the divide between the two groups is that clear. You can have qualities from either group.
No, a previous chapter talked about Vronsky's dalliances with non-society women so I wasn't surprised by this chapter.
I don't think his time in Moscow has changed him. He's always been like this but he's been able to hide it very well. Now that he intends to meet with Anna, I'm sure he'll hide his true personality again.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+3)

        

He clearly belongs to the second group but I get the feeling that he tries to pass off as a member of the first group (he hid his entire personality from Kitty and her parents).

I agree with this for sure.


    


    
        Pythias (+5)

         I have less and less respect for Vronsky. He just seems gluttonous and stuck up. There's nothing wrong with trying to enjoy life to the fullest but he just seems too excessive and without regard to anyone's feelings but his own and that's my issue with him. 
 Petersburg and Vronsky seem to be two peas in a pod, with the exception that Petersburg is in debt. I'm not fond of either of them.
 I don't think that the people can be limited to two classes. One being "old-fashioned and ridiculous people" and the other "the real people". I think people are more complex than that, and for Vronsky to believe that makes me think that he still has a lot of growing up to do. 
 Nope, I still dislike him but I also have less respect for him so I guess you can say my view did change just a bit. 
* I don't think so, it seems that he just went back to his same lifestyle and fell right back in rhythm where he left off.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+5)

        His friendship with Petritsky is interesting. Petritsky is entertaining but also juvenile. He exactly fits the description of the second class of people Vronsky described. It seems like Vronksy led a regular rigorous social life in St Petersburg (the second class) while living a bit more domestic life (the first class) in Moscow. Given his views, it does however explain why he didn’t see anything wrong with leading Kitty on since he never intended to marry her (or be faithful).
Though I wonder what he was really like in Moscow because the person who gave us perspective on his social life was Stiva after all and Stiva seems to becoming like the second class. So maybe Vronsky was a tomcat in Moscow too.
He seems to have a proclivity for chasing women and getting them to like him. So now he is off to the hunt for Anna.
I wonder if he will ever become like the first class in the event he truly loves Anna and wants to be exclusively with her.  Maybe she can help him grow up.


    


    
        Pythias (+3)

        

Given his views, it does however explain why he didn’t see anything wrong with leading Kitty on since he never intended to marry her (or be faithful).

I'm still pretty upset by this and how easily he waved Kitty off.


I wonder if he will ever become like the first class in the event he truly loves Anna and wants to be exclusively with her.

I don't see anything good coming out of his infatuation with Anna.


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+6)

        In reading the description of Vronsky's Petersburg lifestyle, I'm reminded of a college fraternity. This is not a compliment.
Vronsky likes Petritsky because he's entertaining, and possibly also because he's clearly inferior to Vronsky himself. Petritsky likes Vronsky, probably because he's entertaining, but also because he's rich and provides him with a far better lifestyle than he would be able to achieve on his own.
The "two classes" concept made me think of Levin's two classes of women -- the idealized virtuous women and the "vermin." I wonder if Tolstoy will be introducing us to others who divide people so simplistically. I didn't much like Levin's judgmental attitude but Vronsky's may be worse. Briefly, I'd describe his classes as the boring people who have traditional values and the fun people, who value only pleasure.
There's no evidence that his time in Moscow changed him. I didn't like him before, and after seeing him in his native habitat I like him even less.
I'm curious about the cavalry captain, Kamerovsky. Vronsky seems to dislike him, "coldly shaking hands." What rank is Vronsky anyway? Is Kamerovsky his superior?


    


    
        Pythias (+2)

        

I'm reminded of a college fraternity.

I think this is the perfect analogy.


What rank is Vronsky anyway? Is Kamerovsky his superior?

I'm now curious about this as well. And now I'm wondering if Vronsky dislikes him because of envy.


    

Part 2 - Chapter 1

    Discussion from r/yearofannakarenina (2023)

 What do you think of the way the Princess opted to treat her daughter?
 What do you think of the young doctor?
 Why do you think the Prince and Princess differed so much in their attitudes towards the doctors?
 Do you think Kitty's physical and mental states will start to improve?
* Anything else you'd like to discuss?
Final line:


..But if you want to go abroad, let’s go!” she said, and trying to appear interested in the proposed tour, she began talking of the preparations for the journey.



9 Comments


    
        zhoq (+1)

        Past years discussions:
- 2019-08-26
- 2021-02-04


    


    
        scholasta (+4)

        The doctor was really weird. Tf. I don’t get what he needed to inspect her naked for? What could he have theoretically discovered?


    


    
        coltee_cuckoldee (+3)

        I think Kitty's parents are well aware of the fact that Vronsky's betrayal caused the heartbreak they're currently witnessing. I think the Princess wants the best for her daughter and is just getting as many doctor's opinions as she can. I wonder if she feels a bit guilty as she encouraged the relationship between Vronsky and Kitty much to her husband's annoyance.
The doctor seems like a quack. I don't understand why Kitty would need to be naked in front of him (she's not physically sick). The doctor seemed way too comfortable and eager to handle naked women.
The Prince seems to be old-fashioned yet wise whereas the Princess seems to depend a lot on the current trends. It seems to be that the celebrity doctor was popular and that was the only reason why the Princess called him.
I think Kitty's physical and mental state will start to improve when she's on her holiday abroad. She'll be too far away to think about Anna/Vronsky and maybe she'll meet a new man?


    


    
        Pythias (+2)

         The Princess is just doing her best as a mother and I respect that of her. But I feel it's obvious that Kitty is suffering a broken heart. Even the Prince is aware of it. Maybe it's because the Princess feels guilty and responsible. 
 The "celebrated specialist" was a creep. If I'm understanding correctly he had to exam Kitty naked? Why? And he took pleasure in it even though Kitty was obviously uncomfortable. "He maintained... that maiden modesty is a mere relic of barbarism, and that nothing could be more natural than for a man still youngish to handle a young girl naked. He thought it natural because he did it every day, and felt and thought, as it seemed to him, no harm as he did it and consequently he considered modesty in the girl not merely as a relic of barbarism, but also as an insult to himself."
 I think the Prince knows better because he is aware that Kitty is probably just suffering from a broken heart and if their own doctor can't help Kitty why should some creepy doctor be able to do so. The Princess seems to feel guilty about Kitty's condition and therefore is probably desperate to find something actually wrong with Kitty so she can alleviate some of that guilt. I feel for both of them. 
 She is young and it seemed to be her first love and I'm sure a lot of us remember how painful that was, we learn and grow from it. So I do believe she will show improvement. Unless it is TB. That would be awful.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+2)

        It makes sense that after what seems to be many months and Kitty is still not feeling well that her mother would call in for a special consult. The family doctor tried all the tricks up his sleeve. They were not familiar with depression then and it seems a change of scenery will do her good and her mom knows that. It seems the Princess was just trying to get a second opinion that it was okay to take her daughter traveling.
The young doctor was portrayed as a little slimy. But in reality she was seeing a special doctor after several months of not feeling well and having tried various of the family doctors suggested remedies.
It makes sense the young doctor might want to take a more thorough look at all her body parts.  I am sorry it made Kitty uncomfortable and that the young doctor didn’t have more respect for her need for modesty. He sees patients naked every day and just didn’t care how Kitty felt. He just sounds clueless. And probably typical of what women had to deal with.


    


    
        SnoozealarmSunflower (+5)

        - The family doctor had already tried all of his “methods”, so I think it was reasonable to bring in someone else for a second opinion since the Princess is convinced there’s something physically wrong.
- He’s a creep! He’s using the medical profession as a reason to touch young, naked women.
- The Prince knew all along that Vronsky was bad news and can see through Kitty’s symptoms to the real cause- heartbreak. The Princess likely knows deep down that this is what is ailing Kitty, but feels guilty so she keeps pushing for a physical cause to relieve her guilt.
- I’m not sure. Her mental and emotional state is certainly worsening her physical one. I hope that, like most young women experiencing heartbreak, she will eventually heal mentally and her physical state will follow.


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+3)

        

The Princess... feels guilty so she keeps pushing for a physical cause to relieve her guilt. 

Good point, that makes perfect sense. They never say what Kitty's physical symptoms are, and I suppose early TB would be vague enough that it might fit.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+2)

        

He’s a creep! He’s using the medical profession as a reason to touch young, naked women.

You are probably right. I don’t know why I give him the benefit of the doubt of just being a jerk about modesty. I guess I just can’t bear thinking that Princess brought in the Pedo doctor.


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+2)

        I think the Princess did what she thought was right, according to the fashion of the day. But this was the 19th century, when (for example) they gave mercury as a remedy for constipation. They really didn’t know much at all.
I think the young doctor was revolting, taking advantage of a vulnerable young woman. But maybe that was accepted practice in those days. At least he knew enough to wash his hands.
The Prince is right and it’s too bad he defers to the Princess. I suspect Tolstoy didn’t think much of doctors or of the medical practice of his time, and the Prince reflects his views.
Kitty will get better. I think her mental state is causing whatever physical symptoms she has. Hopefully the trip abroad will get her mind going in a more positive direction.


    

Part 2 - Chapter 2

    Discussion from r/yearofannakarenina (2023)

 How do you think Dolly's and Stiva's marriage is going? Do you believe Dolly is correct in her suspicions about her husband?
 What do you think of the relationship between Kitty and her father?
 What did you think of the discussion between Dolly and the parents on the cause for Kitty’s heartbreak?
 The Princess tries to shift blame for Kitty's state onto others, even though she realizes she is largely responsible. Do you think she will apologize to Kitty?
* Anything else you'd like to discuss?
Final line:


Did I tell you not to?” said her mother.

See you on Monday!


13 Comments


    
        zhoq (+1)

        Past years discussions:
- 2019-08-27
- 2021-02-05


    


    
        Pythias (+2)

         Not good. And like everyone else, I believe Dolly is completely correct in her suspicions. 
 They seem to have a healthy relationship as far as father daughters go. Though, I do wonder how being the favorite affected her relationship with her sisters.
 Everyone knows what's going on with poor Kitty and they're all so desperate to help her. I love that they all care about her so much. 
 It's sad that the Princess won't apologize to her daughter given that she knows (and it seems so does the Prince) that the situation is partly her fault. I feel like the Princess is to proud to apologize. 
* I wonder when Levin will hear about the situation with Kitty and what he will do about it. I wonder if Vrosky will cause more havoc and if him and Anna do end up having an affair.


    


    
        [deleted] (+3)

        Yes, she’s much too proud to apologize, and doesn’t even wish to really focus on her guilt, if she does apologize, it will be in such an offhand way, there would be no point for her to


    


    
        Pythias (+1)

        I completely agree with every thing you said. The Princess makes me so mad.


    


    
        coltee_cuckoldee (+7)

        I think Stiva's back to his philandering ways and Dolly has understood that there's nothing she can do other than taking care of herself and her kids. I do believe that Dolly is correct in her suspicions. The first time that Stiva was caught, he was more upset about being caught rather than betraying his wife.
Kitty seems to be closest to her father. He seems to understand her better than her mom.
Now that Kitty's entire family considers Vronsky to be a scoundrel, I wonder if Oblonsky will dissuade Anna from meeting Vronsky. Does he even have an inkling of the infatuation that exists between the two?
I don't think she'll apologize to Kitty. I don't think she was at fault here. She clearly wanted the best for her daughter but she just misjudged Vronsky's character. This reminds me, did Dolly's parents fix her marriage to Stiva? If so, we don't see them fretting about Stiva's affairs and neither of the parent seems to consider themselves responsible for Dolly's current situation.
We haven't met Dolly and Kitty's middle sister. I wonder if she'll show up (and if she's happy in her marriage)?


    


    
        [deleted] (+4)

        Such a fool Oblonsky is, doubt anything ever crossed his mind. I believe so that they fixed Dolly’s marriage. She says at some point in the book-I believe when Anna talked to her-that she was so stupid and innocent, and convinced Stiva would be the right man for her, led into it, probably by some external force, or even if she did fall for Stiva, her parents approved of it. If not her father, then at least her mother.


    


    
        rubix_cubin (+1)

        Alright, one comment back you wanted to know my favorite part of Part 1. Definitely the train! Just when we thought Anna was free of Vronsky and going back to normalcy, BAM!, creep-o is back! It was a fun twist. The surprise reunion with Vronsky, the trippy breakdown Anna suffered on the train, and then the intense moment when Vronsky (very boldly) introduces himself to Karenin on the train platform and essentially invites himself over for future visits - great scene!
The book has definitely been a page turner for me so far. Of the other Big Russian Novels, I've read The Brothers Karamazov and War and Peace - these were slower burns for me. I haven't been able to put down Anna K. Tolstoy seemed to know human nature incredibly well - he writes the best characters in the biz.
Cheers!


    


    
        [deleted] (+2)

        The train part was pretty awesome-though my favorite was the ball part where Kitty observed Vronsky didn’t care, and as well as Anna’s breakdown on the train. I have never experienced writing like Tolstoy before, he writes clearly yet with so much detail. I have read Crime and Punishment and Brothers Karamazov, though I don’t know whether I understood that so well-it had a lot to do with religion, and was a bit more of a mature novel-I shall undertake it again later.
  I indeed concur Tolstoy writes the “best characters in the biz” and for Russian writers he is the best.


    


    
        rubix_cubin (+2)

        The Brothers K is a very heavy read. The Grand Inquisitor chapter is considered one of the greatest pieces of literature out there and, frankly, even as a middle-aged, seasoned reader, I'm not sure I fully grasped everything in that chapter, much less the book overall. I also will need to do another read or two of that book in my lifetime. I haven't gotten to C&P yet but I will soon enough.
Yes, great choice - the ball was such a pivotal, jaw-dropping moment!


    


    
        coltee_cuckoldee (+2)

        Yes, it does seem like Dolly didn't know what to expect from a marriage. She kind of just went with the flow, and it seemingly worked out until it didn't.


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+3)

        Dolly and Stiva's marriage is going poorly, and of course Dolly is correct in her suspicions. We read his earlier conversations with Levin when he made it pretty clear that he didn't intend to change his habits. I had thought that perhaps Dolly had recognized this and forgave him for being who he was, but apparently she had hoped he would change.
I like the relationship between Kitty and her father, and I also wish the Princess would listen to him more often.
Dolly and her parents all seem to understand what's going on with Kitty, though they're not sure what to do about it. The discussion that struck me was after the Prince left the room. The Princess tells Dolly she didn't know about Levin's offer, but back in Chapter 6 it seems pretty clear that Kitty did tell her mother. She's lying either to herself or to Dolly, or both, apparently because "It was too terrible for the princess to think how she had sinned against her daughter." I don't think she'll apologize though, and I don't think it would do any good. Kitty needs to get over Vronsky, not think about her mother's mistakes.
Also: now we find out that Dolly was pregnant during all of Part 1? I guess that's why she didn't go to the ball.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+2)

        Seems like Dolly and Stiva’s marriage is doomed. And Dolly is at the point where she just ignores any of his signs of infidelity because she knows she won’t act on them.
I don’t think the Princess is necessarily responsible for Kitty’s state. She just wanted to broaden Kitty’s options. It seemed Vronksy had a good reputation so how was Princess to know he would break her heart.  (Though with hindsight, she might have relied on Stiva’s opinion which now seems a big mistake)
I suppose one could say that both parents allowed him and Levin to take advantage of Kitty’s time without commitment for a long time. They could have tried to determine how serious they were earlier in the process.


    


    
        SnoozealarmSunflower (+3)

        I agree, Dolly will ignore the infidelity in order to keep her family together (“such a discovery would now only deprive her of her family habits, and she allowed herself to be deceived, despising him and most of all herself for this weakness”). I think she feels like since she “forgave” him the first time he was caught, or at least gave the impression that she was putting it behind them, that she now can’t act on it in the future even if she wanted to. She’s made her bed and now had to lie in it. They won’t get divorced, but the marriage will only exist superficially/for appearances.


    

Part 2 - Chapter 3

    Discussion from r/yearofannakarenina (2023)

Prompts:
1) What did you think of the interaction between the sisters?
2) Why did Kitty bring up Dolly’s marital situation? What do you make of her strong hatred of Stiva?
3) Do you think Kitty is being childish, or can you relate to what she is going through?
4) Dolly now knows that Kitty declined Levin's proposal. Do you think Dolly will take action and try to settle things between Kitty and Levin? Is there any chance that a marriage between those two will take place?
5) Favourite line / anything else to add?
Past years discussions:
- 2019-08-28
- 2021-02-06
Final line:


The two sisters brought all six children successfully through it, but Kitty’s health did not improve, and in Lent the Shcherbatskys went abroad.

Next post:
Tue, 28 Feb; tomorrow!


13 Comments


    
        yearofbot (+1)

        Note: Mistaken title; this thread is for chapter 2.33, not 2.3.
Past years discussions:
- 2019-09-27
- 2021-03-08
I am a bot, and this action was performed automatically. Please contact the moderators of this subreddit if you have any questions or concerns.


    


    
        NACLpiel (+6)

         Madame Stahl and her ideas arrive at a time when Kitty is particularly receptive. Kitty has regret over a previous poor decision and understandably doubts herself. She is actively seeking new and hopefully better ways of living her life. As with all things new and untried, there will be some benefits and also costs.
 Difficult
 She knows her daughter's passionate nature and is appropriately concerned
 I love this ick moment from naive Kitty. Poor Anna Pavlovna has no doubt seen this particular film many times before.
This chapter is about unintended consequences which seems to me the bread and butter of Tolstoy's writing.


    


    
        coltee_cuckoldee (+3)

        I think the religious influence has been beneficial to Kitty. She's no longer preoccupied with memories of Anna, Vronsky and Levin. I just hope she doesn't lose herself too much- she mentioned that "it was necessary to forget oneself and to love others in order to be at peace."
This sounds like a great philosophy in theory, but I'm sure it's nearly impossible to implement it. I also believe that you can only follow this philosophy if you're at a certain stage in life- you need to have the money, connections, etc to be able to ignore your own needs successfully. I'll be surprised if Kitty sticks to this philosophy, she seems to put every other person on a pedestal and wants to emulate them.
I understand where the Princess is coming from. The sole purpose of the vacation was to cure Kitty and make her feel better. They'll eventually need to return to their life and if Kitty continues to act like this, she'll have a hard time re-adjusting to her old life as social events were a huge part of it. If she chooses to abandon her social life, rumors will probably spread about her changed behavior and the Princess is just trying to protect her.
It shows how innocent Kitty is. I don't think she realized that Petrov was interested in her (and she wasn't ready to admit this to herself)- she was just trying to help around.


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+5)

        As we've observed, Kitty gets crushes. Vronsky, Anna, Varenka, and now, apparently, a life of Christian service. As a result, she seems to be cured of her illness. This is obviously a good thing. But she might be going just a little overboard, romanticizing the life of Aline, whom I don't think she's even met. If she were Catholic she'd probably be dreaming of entering a convent. And like everything, finding out the downside will disappoint her.
"Forget oneself and love the others..." it's a wonderful philosophy that few can truly follow. Varenka  may be one of them. Madame Stahl, though, appears only to talk a good game, and Kitty is beginning to notice this.
The princess is reacting pretty much as any good mother would. She's concerned, but she sees the good effect on Kitty, who's no longer unwell. She's just concerned about Kitty going overboard as we all know she's prone to do.
Kitty's reaction to the Petrov situation isn't at all surprising. She thinks she's just being an angel of mercy to the whole family and is blindsided when she discovers Petrov is viewing her in a different way. Of course she's not comfortable around him now. I think ultimately this might be the wake-up call she needs to help her see things more realistically.


    


    
        helenofyork (+3)

        I hope Tolstoy tells us more about Madame Stahl’s smiles. The passages piqued my interest. I wonder what she is up to.
As for Kitty, she has the zealousness of the convert and life will soon cool her down.


    


    
        Pythias (+2)

         I think it could have been beneficial, however in this case I don't think so. I say that because Kitty seems to be losing herself. Kitty's not changing naturally but seems to be losing her identity.
 I agree with the second half of the philosophy. I think that the world would be a better place if more people had empathy and treated strangers like loved ones. However, I can't get behind the "forget oneself" part.  I think the most important thing people should take care of is their health because without your health (both physically and mentally) you're not going to get far without wearing yourself out.
 I think the Princess is right to be worried about her daughter maybe "over doing" it. The Princess only means well and even though the Princess's actions may not yield the best results, I feel that I would support her if she decided to intervene.
 Kitty being disgusted by Petrov is a bit disappointing. It's not Petrov's fault he's. But at least she's helping him out (I'm assuming that's why she spends so much time with him). I don't know if Kitty is purposely flirting with Petrov but it doesn't seem to be the case. Petrov is just smitten with her and I can see why Anna is jealous but if Kitty is just helping out then I don't think Kitty's doing anything wrong.


    


    
        coltee_cuckoldee (+6)

        There's clearly a lot of love between the two sisters. Dolly was very understanding in that situation since Kitty was very out of line (although she was speaking the truth- she was very harsh and should have realized that Dolly does not have any other option but to stay in the marriage).
I think she brought up Dolly's marital situation to prove why she did not want to be with someone who did not want to be with her. She understands that since Vronsky has already expressed disinterest in her, their union would never be successful as it would be very one-sided. It would be very similar to Dolly's current situation. I think she knows about Stiva's betrayal and therefore has a very poor opinion of him.
I think Kitty is acting her age. She's only 18 and this was her first love. She probably never expected Vronsky choosing Anna over her as she's never been rejected before. She's always been the most beautiful at a ball and has had several admirers so the rejection stung.
I think Dolly will be instrumental in Kitty's future love life. She might meet Levin (he hangs out with Oblonsky) and she might mention that her sister is interested in him. This might push Levin to return to Moscow again for Kitty's hand in marriage. I think they might end up marrying but I'm not sure if the union will be successful.
Favorite line: "I have enough pride never to let myself love a man who does not love me."


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+3)

        Dolly is several years older than Kitty, and watched her grow up, so she knows her manners and moods... maybe better than their parents do. Even she is shocked by Kitty's cruel words to her, and perhaps so is Kitty. They come together as best they can, though Kitty doesn't get better yet.
I think Kitty brought up Dolly's situation as sort of a "who are you to try to advise me when your situation is so bad? And of course she hates Stiva because of what he's doing to her sister. She may be thinking that's what her life would have been like with Vronsky.
I don't think Kitty is being childish at all, but I also can't relate to what she's going through... with the most "utterly loathsome and coarse thoughts" about everything, including herself. This sounds serious.
I expect Dolly to at least try to make sure Levin knows what has happened. Maybe she'll suggest that Stiva talk to him. Stiva has to be good for something, after all.
Favorite line: "As though tears were the indispensable oil, without which the machinery of mutual confidence could not run smoothly between the two sisters, the sisters after their tears talked, not of what was uppermost in their minds, but, though they talked of outside matters, they understood each other.”


    


    
        rubix_cubin (+2)

        Nice! I had this noted as my favorite line as well but I'm reading the Maude translation, which reads as follows:
As if tears were the necessary lubricant without which the machine of mutual confidence could not work properly between the sisters, after having had a cry they started talking of indifferent matters, and in so doing understood one another.


    


    
        helenofyork (+3)

        Dolly had one more child!
I could feel the helplessness of both sisters in this chapter. It's ironic because they are upper-class females and wealthy. They should be powerful but they are anything-but. Their joy in life depends on the love of a male.
Dolly is goner, unfortunately. Stepan is very clearly still cheating on her and will continue to do so.
Kitty may yet be saved but she needs to make smart moves! I don't think she would take her father's advice but he is really the best one situated to give it. Taking advice from her mother and sisters will doom her.


    


    
        SnoozealarmSunflower (+3)

        - It seems like a normal interaction between sisters. They both upset the other and forgive each other over the course of the conversation.
- Kitty feels hurt by Vronsky’s betrayal and wants to bring up the similar betrayal her sister has experienced. She hates Stiva so much because she sees him as a proxy for Vronsky. She can’t allow herself to admit she loved/loves Vronsky and so can’t be emotional and express how upset she is with him now. But she CAN express hatred and upset towards her sister’s betrayer.
- First heartbreak is always tough. I don’t think she is behaving in an unreasonable way. Especially if she is also truly dealing with it in the setting of an underlying mental health issue like depression.
- I think like a typical sister she will try to meddle in her sister’s relationships and talk to Levin. I think there is a good possibility that Levin and Kitty get married, although I don’t love that choice for either of them. Kitty is heartbroken and “rebounding” from Vronsky. Levin is trying to move on from her refusing his proposal and might be coming to realize what he really wants in a wife (perhaps a little older?). So with the slightest push in that direction, they will be together.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+3)

        I think Kitty hates Stiva for what he did to Dolly by liking another woman but really is projecting on him her hate for Vronsky because he liked Anna.
I don’t think Kitty is being childish at all. She feels deep shame and now sees the world thru other eyes. Her parents want her married off and think that’s all she wants but her suitor has embarrassed her. She is growing up and while she enjoyed the fantasy of the balls and dancing and courting for pleasure she now sees it was just a means to an end. And a sad end as far as she can see.
It seems Dolly thinks Kitty and Levins reconciliation is a done deal. I think he is growing and may want more maturity than Kitty now. And that Kitty is growing and may find herself more than just trying to land a husband.


    


    
        Pythias (+6)

         I thought it was very natural to how sibling behave to each other. Especially the unspoken apology and acceptance of the unspoken apology. 
 I think Kitty was just lashing out. Kitty's in so much pain over her heartbreak that she's ill from it and it's made her testy and short tempered. I think she just wanted Dolly to feel how much in pain she feels but realized she crossed a line. I believe Kitty's taking out her anger over Vronsky on Dolly in this moment. I think that Kitty hates that Dolly is stuck in her marriage and doesn't understand why she just can't leave Stiva. It Kitty's mind it's a simple matter of not loving/respecting Stiva so why stay. But as we see from Dolly's POV it's not that simple. 
 I think Kitty is being a bit childish but I do not blame her. It's her first heart break and the first is always the hardest. I think almost everyone can relate to Kitty in some point in their life. 
 I hope that Dolly meddles with Kitty's and Levin's situation. I still have hope for Levin (even if the age difference is icky). Levin very much cares for Kitty even if I think that love is more of a fantasy than realistic. 
* "Kitty knew that the words she had uttered in anger about her husband’s infidelity and her humiliating position had cut her poor sister to the heart, but that she had forgiven her. Dolly for her part knew all she had wanted to find out. She felt certain that her surmises were correct..."


    

Part 2 - Chapter 4

    Discussion from r/yearofannakarenina (2023)

 What do you think about the three social circles Anna is connected to in Petersburg?
 What is your opinion about Princess Betsy?
 Vronsky knows “very well” that “the role of the unsuccessful lover of a young girl or generally unattached woman might be ridiculous in [the] eyes [of society]; but the role of a man pursuing a married woman, and staking his life at all costs on luring her into adultery—that role had something attractive and illustrious about it, and could never be ridiculous” -- what do you make of that? And does this call his motivations into question?
 What does Vronsky mean when he says his only desire “is to be caught”?
 Is Anna actively encouraging him? What do you think about the way she is handling this? And: do you think she would still stay her course if she could hear the conversation in the theatre we were privy to?
 Vronsky had "been reconciling a husband with a man who’d insulted his wife". Who do you think is he talking about? Are the people concerned any we have met yet?
* Anything else you'd like to discuss?
Final line:


And she sat down again.



10 Comments


    
        Pythias (+2)

        The fact that Anna is not actively and firmly discouraging Vronsky is disappointing. I feel that she would be firmly discourage Vronsky if she heard the conversation between him and Betsy


    


    
        helenofyork (+3)

        A sober Anna might have discouraged Vronsky if she overheard the conversation but I think Anna is gripped in the trap of limerence and even knowing it would destroy her, would not turn back.


    


    
        coltee_cuckoldee (+5)

        Anna seems to be most comfortable in the last two social circles described (the ones with Countess Lydia and Princess Betsy). The Moscow trip has completely changed her- she now prefers Betsy's social circle to Lydia's. I wonder if she prefers the former because she genuinely like Besty or as she has a high chance of running into Vronsky at one of the balls.
I  have a feeling that Betsy will encourage Vronsky to entice Anna into adultery. I don't think Betsy and Karenin would get along together so it seems like Anna will completely trust Betsy when it comes to this infatuation with Vronsky. However, if anything goes wrong, I believe that Betsy would support her cousin Vronsky instead of Anna.
This line gave me the ick. I don't believe that Vronsky loves Anna. He's not interested in providing a marital life to Anna that is better than her current loveless one. He's clearly not interested in supporting Anna's son. He just wants to bed her and I think Vronsky somehow believes that society will think greatly of him if he succeeds. I hope Anna does not fall for him but it looks like they might have an affair after all.
I think he wants those around him to be aware of the fact that he's currently infatuated with Anna, a married woman. He wants everyone to know this and he's not interested in a discreet affair. He's being so shameless right now.
I'm kind of on the fence about this. I don't think she's actively encouraging him (did they even have a conversation after their last meeting at the station?) but she's smiling at him and he knows that she's into him. She's not discouraging him either. I'm sure if she let Karenin know about Vronsky's behavior, he would do something to put an end to it. I don't think she'd be interested in him if she would have heard that conversation. It's clear that Vronsky is only trying to spice up his life with some drama- he's not in love with Anna.
I'm not sure who Vronsky was talking about. Could the insulted wife be the Baroness (who we met in the last chapter of Part 1 and who's husband refused to divorce her)?


    


    
        Pythias (+2)

        

I wonder if she prefers the former because she genuinely like Besty or as she has a high chance of running into Vronsky at one of the balls. 

I didn't consider this and now wonder the same thing. It certainly makes a lot of sense.


This line gave me the ick. I don't believe that Vronsky loves Anna. He's not interested in providing a marital life to Anna that is better than her current loveless one. He's clearly not interested in supporting Anna's son.

I agree. I feel like it's about the chase for Vronsky.


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+3)

        I'm confused on Anna's feelings about the first circle. We're told that “the circle of political, masculine interests had never interested her, in spite of countess Lidia Ivanovna's influence, and she avoided it," but later "in her heart she preferred the first circle."
Countess Lidia Ivanovna's circle sounds worthy but too old for Anna; that's the one thing Princess Betsy seems to have gotten right. As for Princess Betsy's circle, I think of that one as the "conscience-free" circle. Basically the "fun" one of Vronsky's "two kinds of people."
It's too bad Anna didn't seek out a fourth circle.
As for Vronsky, in talking to Betsy he seems to be acting as if his pursuit of Anna is just the usual game but there are clear hints that he's really infatuated with her. I think that's what he means by the "caught" remark. And Anna certainly isn't discouraging him; she's making a point to be around him a lot. I think the conversation between him and Betsy would bother her and she might reconsider. At least it might make her trust Betsy less.
This is the first time I've pictured Vronsky with mustaches.
The situation Vronsky describes doesn't sound like any husband and wife we've met so far.


    


    
        helenofyork (+3)

        

It was a circle of elderly, unattractive, virtuous and pious women and of intelligent, educated and ambitious men. 

This "2nd circle" sounds like a dream to me! I would love to be a part of it. The conversations would've been amazing.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+2)

        

It's too bad Anna didn't seek out a fourth circle.

Yes, please!


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+5)

        Vronsky has some friends with strange views on monogamy. Is seems Anna is getting swept into this group now and she may be picking up those views as she migrates toward this circle and away from the political group where her heart lies. This may be due to her desire to be swept off her feet and be courted (like Kitty was) since as someone pointed out she was likely in an arranged marriage.
I took the “ role of man pursuing a married woman” to be of interest in his social circle since to them it would imply romanticism and his willingness to “stake his life at all costs” and I imagine many of those women would enjoy this level of commitment in someone pursuing  them. (Which is far greater risk and commitment for the suitor than seeking a single woman.)
I took his desire to be “caught” as a desire to be in love. Caught in the web of love.
I am not sure who Vronsky is talking about reconciling unless it would be him and Alexei and that somehow Alexei was offended how he talked to Anna?


    


    
        helenofyork (+3)

        I think Vronsky's circle is worldly, cynical and, deep-down, cold-hearted. They enjoy watching people's lives destroyed. Pursuing someone unattached may yet yield a fruitful union. Pursuing a woman like Anna can only lead to trouble and that is what his circle wants to see. Their lives need gossip to keep them going.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+2)

        You are likely correct. I am sadly still holding out my jaded, romantic, optimistic view of team Vronksy for now.


    

Part 2 - Chapter 5

    Discussion from r/yearofannakarenina (2023)

 What did you think of the anecdote?
 What do you think of the colonel’s trust in Vronsky; picking him to handle this matter, listening to what he has to say, and viewing him as “an upstanding and intelligent man”?
 What did you think of Vronsky’s ability to defuse and minimise the situation, even getting the colonel to laugh about it?
 Do you think this interlude will have a bigger importance for our story? Why do you think Tolstoy dedicated a chapter to it?
* Anything else you'd like to discuss?
Final line:


It’s only the French who can do that.



5 Comments


    
        helenofyork (+2)

        

They see only red lips under a short veil and beautiful little feet.

That anecdote was harassment! The female would've been quite scared of them.


    


    
        coltee_cuckoldee (+4)

        The anecdote kind of explains why Vronsky is what he is. His friends (especially Petritsky) are good for nothing and they're always chasing women and being dramatic about the chase.
Vronsky's good at his job and people tend to have a good opinion of him. He's always been described as charming so I'm not surprised that his superiors are also impressed by him.
Like I mentioned before, Vronsky is very charming and gets along well with everyone (except Karenin). He knows what to say in each situation and this ability has clearly helped him a lot.
This chapter shows us that Vronsky's superiors/work mates are fond of him and have a good opinion of him. Maybe there will be a situation where Vronsky will have to defend himself (maybe in a duel or a legal matter in court) and his colleagues will support him then.


    


    
        Pythias (+3)

         I thought Vronsky's story was entertaining and it made me think a little more of his character. I still don't like him but I can understand why he stands in so high regard in his social circles and colleges. 
 I believe the Colonel's trust in Vronsky is well placed. Vronsky seemed to handle the matter well. 
 If I remember correctly Vronsky is described as charming when we first meet him. vronsky's charm here really does shin. He takes the situation with the Colonel defuses it, makes him laugh and does it so effortlessly. 
 I'm not sure how Vronsky character development will play later in the story but I'm sure it's going to be important.


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+3)

        Apparently this is more character development for Vronsky. Today in corporate America there are people who specialize in crisis management; maybe he'd be one of them. At least, he's a good officer, trusted by his colonel to handle a problem. He does his best, and even though the "government clerk" isn't satisfied, the colonel decides to just leave it alone.
I'm still curious what rank Vronsky is; above a lieutenant but lower than a colonel. Captain, maybe. I notice that the government clerk calls him "count," so maybe that's the rank that really matters.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+4)

        After I read this, I wondered as well what Tolstoy was expecting us to glean from this chapter.
I suppose we learn:
-Vronsky is seen as respected by his colonel.
-He is good at remaining calm and working toward reconciliation - i.e. good people skills.
-It is a BIG deal to insult someone’s wife by suggesting she flirted with them. Or is it just that they were attracted to someone’s wife (not sure their letter implicated her).
-That the government clerk has some control over the colonel and thus the need for the colonel to put this to rest.
-That Petritsky is a loose cannon.
So I am wondering if this is a set up for how Alexei will react and how it will impact Vronsky/the colonel when Vronsky ultimately interacts with Anna in a way that insults them both. Also sets up Vronsky to talk his way out of it.


    

Part 2 - Chapter 6

    Discussion from r/yearofannakarenina (2023)

 What did you think of the groups we are introduced to here and their conversations?
 The conversation turned to criticizing the Karenins. What did you think of the observations and points raised?
 It is Anna’s friend, of all people, who is the one to express worry over where her relationship with Vronsky is going to lead, and is berated for it by Princess Myahkaya. What do you make of that?
 Do you like the sharp-tongued Princess Myahkaya? Do you think she will be an important character in the novel?
* Anything else you'd like to discuss?
Final line:


"And we would all go to see them if it were accepted as the correct thing, like the opera," chimed in Princess Myahkaya.



4 Comments


    
        coltee_cuckoldee (+2)

        I found it weird that the ambassador's wife had her own circle at someone else's party and she did not seem to want to mingle with the hostess. The Anna slander was interesting- I previously believed that everyone was heavily charmed by Anna but now it seems like Anna didn't do anything scandalous and therefore no one could gossip about her.
Karenin seems to be disliked by most people (including Anna's friends). I don't think he's stupid like the Princess stated, he's probably just way too introverted for these social circles. The circle was also spot on about the Vronsky-Anna entanglement. Looks like they were paying attention to all the times Anna smiled when she saw Vronsky at the balls.
I think the friend was the only one who realized how serious the infatuation was becoming. I'm sure men had previously fawned over Anna but as she had not paid any attention to them, it was not a serious issue. The friend probably notices that Anna seems to encourage Vronsky and is therefore concerned.
I like Princess Myahkaya but she does remind me of Betsy. They're not too fond of Karenin and are not taking this Anna/Vronsky issue seriously. Betsy seems to actively encourage Vronsky but I think the Princess believes that Anna will never betray her husband and is therefore not worried about this matter.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+6)

        I found it a good slice of society life chapter.
It seems Vronksy is not being very careful in his pursuit of Anna since others have noticed it. I feel like her friend was pointing out how she changed which rings true when Anna said she had switched to spending more time in this social group.
There were mixed reviews on Alexei but I suspect the Princess may have been around for awhile and a good read of people. Though she also seems like one to start gossip. So who knows?
It does make sense that The others would be concerned about Vronsky “shadowing” her. Doesn’t seem much good can come of it.


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+3)

        It seemed like a typical social gathering, and the "groups" appear to be merely conversational groups that form for this occasion, not any permanent cliques.  (Except possibly for Tushkevitch, who is likely always with Princess Betsy's group and seems to be her "shadow.")
I wonder if the word translated "criticizing" might mean something other than the usual negative connotation. They seemed to be more discussing the current situation, and nobody spoke critically of Anna. Alexei,  yes -- not everyone agrees that he's good at his job.
It's odd that Anna's friend is the only one not named. She's the one to say “women with a shadow usually come to a bad end," though. Maybe if she's really a friend, she's actually concerned about Anna as a person rather than just an entertaining topic of gossip, and foresees trouble. Princess Myahkaya takes it as criticism and defends Anna, though, which is kind of her. I really don't foresee Princess Myahkaya being an important character, possibly because we're accumulating a lot of important characters and I'm not sure I can keep track of any more.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+2)

        Ah good point. Her friend is never named. Well one less name to keep track of I guess…


    

Part 2 - Chapter 7

    Discussion from r/yearofannakarenina (2023)

 "I think ... of so many men, so many minds, certainly so many hearts, so many kinds of love."
What do you think Anna means by this response to Betsy's question about love?
 What did you think of the way Anna brought up the subject of Kitty, and of Vronsky’s reaction?
 Do you think Alexei is oblivious to what’s going on between Anna and Vronsky, or just pretends to be?
 How did you find the dialogue between Anna and Vronsky? Do you like it or find it cheesy?
* Anything else you'd like to discuss?
Final line:


He kissed his palm in the place where she had touched it and set off home, happy in the knowledge that he had come closer to reaching his goal that evening than during the whole of the last two months.



8 Comments


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+2)

        I think Anna's response to Princess Betsy was word salad, an improvised attempt to deflect a rather pointed question about "correcting mistakes."
I think Anna wanted to impress Vronsky with how cruel he had been to Kitty. I don't think Vronsky cares about that except as it affects Anna's opinion of him. And I am amazed that Anna said he should go back and apologize to Kitty. Even if Kitty would agree to see him I don't think the Prince would let him in the door, and Vronsky would be lucky to escape in one piece.
Poor Karenin. He is trying to think the best of his wife and trust her, but it must be hard. Maybe that's why he asked her to return home when he did, and it must have hurt when she declined.
I can't believe they sat there and had that conversation within earshot of at least a dozen people. I'm sure Princess Betsy found it all just delicious. And Anna started out sounding fairly resolute: “I've come on purpose this evening, knowing I should meet you.  I have come to tell you that this must end." But Vronsky kept pushing and within a few minutes she was looking at him with eyes "full of love" and saying she didn't want to drive him away. No, I didn't like the conversation, and it was kind of cheesy, but it served to move the plot along.


    


    
        AishahW (+2)

        I both love & agree with all these comments.  And my heart really goes out to Alexei-I feel he knows all about Vronsky, that type of man & his intentions towards Anna, but trusts Anna enough to do the right thing.
Tolstoy is truly a literary god!!


    


    
        coltee_cuckoldee (+3)

        I think Anna is just talking about different kinds of love: the passionate type, the one where two people have deep respect and understanding between one another, the one where a couple get along very well, etc. I guess Anna was trying to imply that one can be in love with more than one person. Karenin seems to respect Anna and that is one kind of love whereas Vronsky is more passionate and that might be another type of love.
Anna might have been trying to understand Vronsky's feelings towards Kitty. That would explain why she told him that Kitty's sick. I guess Vronsky understood Anna's motive behind her statements and his indifferent reaction showed her that he's not interested in Kitty.
I think Karenin is aware of Vronsky's feelings towards Anna. That's why he ignored him at the train station. However, Karenin seems to be completely oblivious to Anna's feelings. He trusts Anna and thinks that he has nothing to worry about.
I enjoyed the dialogue between Anna and Vronsky. Vronsky is very dramatic with his romantic lines and it just leads me to believe that he's in this solely for the chase. He's clearly having a lot of fun buttering up a married woman and Anna's enjoying the thrill of it all.
Favorite lines:
\- I often think men don't understand honor, though they are always talking about it.
\- Friends we shall not be, you know that yourself; but whether we shall be the happiest or the most miserable of human beings rests with you.


    


    
        Pythias (+5)

         I think that she has a point. There are so many types of love; even that of the love for your SOs. People fall in love multiple times and each time is different because falling in love with a person is always different from the next. That being said I think it's bold of her to say that in a room full of people who know that there is something between her and Vronsky. This is already looking bad for everyone involved (Vronsky, Anna and Alexei). 
 I'm not entirely sure of Anna's motives here. I feel as though she brought up Kitty to see what kind of "honor" Vronsky has but he turns it back around on her. I feel like she wants to know if Vronsky really does care about her or if it's just a game to him. But when he turns it back around on her, I think it throws her off. And it's true, I feel that although Anna has finally come to grips about having feelings for Vronsky she still feels guilty about it. 
 No I don't. From my limited knowledge of Alexei he is not dumb and he can read the room. My limited knowledge of high society tells me that it's not proper to make a scene in public. And so he plans to hold on to his doubts about his wife until he can speak with her in private. 
 I'm so mad at both of them I can't root for their love. But Tolstoy does such a great job of writing their dialogue to seem natural, and like two people in a budding relationship. 
* I hate where this is going but it's so juicy I can't help but continue to love the novel.


    


    
        helenofyork (+7)

        I feel terrible for Alexei Karenin. How embarrassing for him to have his wife refuse to go home with him.
Alexei entered a home and room where everyone knew that his wife is falling in love with another. I think that he picks up on the energy of the room precisely because of his career and social standing. He would not have risen so far if he was the oblivious type.
He has to put on a good face for society because any hint of jealousy would lead to social ruin. The others in the room would love to see him jealous and angry. It would feed their gossip mill.


    


    
        coltee_cuckoldee (+3)

        Great points! iirc, Alexei is not even close to Princess Betsy and her social circle- he knows them through Anna. Imagine going to a party when you're not too friendly with other invitees, everyone is gossiping about your wife's situationship with another man and your wife refuses to leave home with you.


    


    
        Pythias (+5)

        I feel so bad for Alexei too! And I 100% agree about him not showing a hint of jealousy because it would completely fuel the gossip mill. Poor Alexei.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+5)

        - Anna’s response seemed like a cop out to me. She was just speaking non-committal comments.
- Regarding Kitty - Anna sees that he is in love with her (Anna) but wants him to go back and marry Kitty so he too will be married and will no longer be a temptation to Anna and vice versa. It seemed she was testing him to see how he would react to the mention of Kitty. He responded defensively and blamed her. But he was right. It sounds like she played into his attention at the Ball.
- Alexei seems totally oblivious.
-  I keep finding myself siding with Vronsky and disliking Anna. I think in his language he is transparent in his intentions and he tells her he will go away if she wishes. And he is transparent about what happened with Kitty.   Anna however doesn’t seem to know what she wants and is passively leading him on by continuing to engage and not outright cutting him off/out of her life.


    

Part 2 - Chapter 8

    Discussion from r/yearofannakarenina (2023)

 Why does Alexei only decide to act after noticing that others found his wife's behavior improper?
 What did you think of the inner conflict going on in him in this chapter?
 What do you think about Alexei’s theory on jealousy, and his unwillingness to imagine another person’s thoughts and feelings?
 Do you see parallels with Darya’s inner conflict? With Anna’s?
 How do you think the confrontation with Anna will go? How will she respond?
 Does Alexei's knuckle cracking have a bigger significance?
* Anything else you'd like to discuss?
Final line:


Already, from the sound of light steps on the stairs, he was aware that she was close, and though he was satisfied with his speech, he felt frightened of the explanation confronting him....



10 Comments


    
        coltee_cuckoldee (+4)

        Alexei considers himself to be the head of the house and since other's have been finding his wife's behavior inappropriate, he decides to act as he considers it his duty to guide Anna.
I enjoyed the descriptions- I could clearly imagine Alexei pacing around his room. I found it interesting that whenever he entered Anna's room/boudoir, he seemed to think good of her but whenever he returned to the drawing room, his insecurities ate him up.
I think Alexei is correct regarding his thoughts on jealousy. It would be insulting to his wife if he was jealous but in this case, he has good reason to be jealous but he's refusing to see things for what they truly are. He has very rigid ideas of marriage and he's never thought of things taking shape differently. I found it weird that he did not want to think of Anna having her own ideas and interests. I feel like he kind of takes her for granted- he just assumes that she'll love him for doing the bare minimum. No wonder Anna feels suffocated in this marriage.
I think Darya's situation was completely different. She had discovered that her husband had been having an affair and was wondering what to do as she couldn't leave him and return home. Alexei, on the other hand, can leave Anna and has more choices available to him as he's a man.
I don't think the confrontation will go well. Anna will tell him that nothing has happened (this is the truth, technically) and he'll convince himself that there's nothing truly happening.


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+3)

        From our previous encounters with Alexei Alexandrovitch, we know that he values structure and consistency; probably even needs it. He also has a clear view of what marriage ought to be, and that includes what's promised in the marriage vows. (One might even call that idealistic; a different variety from, say, Levin's view of Kitty, but idealistic just the same.)
Presented with something that might run counter to his ideal of a faithful wife, he'd prefer to assume it means nothing, but the attitude of others in the room might mean they see something he doesn't. Even if there really is nothing going on with Vronsky he must mention it to protect her from gossip.
I was intrigued by the description of the rooms, with the "big new portrait of himself" but apparently none of Anna. And she has portraits of her parents and friends.
I wonder if he considered it intrusive to imagine another person's thoughts and feelings, especially if he was beginning to suspect Anna's attitudes were much different from his own. (Credit to him for not reading the unfinished letter on her desk.) It's much easier to empathize with someone when you can imagine how you would feel in their place. Not so easy when they might not be like you at all.
Both he and Darya faced the realization that their assumptions about their respective marriages might be all wrong. But Darya was to a degree trapped in her situation; she hoped that Stiva was really sorry and would change. Alexei, on the other hand, can make a decision about the fate of his marriage. Men really had all the power.
Given what we know, the confrontation is unlikely to be satisfying, and Anna will certainly not acknowledge that her husband has a point.
We're told that cracking his knuckles “always soothed him, and gave precision to his thoughts,”
so if it occurs again in the book we'll know what it means.


    


    
        Pythias (+3)

         Alexei seems very comfortable in his life. I don't think he has ever entertained the thought that Anna would have an affair and he is so firm on the idea that being jealous would be an insult to Anna. I think he really trusted Anna to take care of this situation on her own and didn't want to stir up trouble in the relationship when he honestly didn't see any trouble. Now he sees his mistake because it's obvious to everyone that Anna and Vronsky are at least attracted to each other.  
 I think it's so well done. I really feel for him. I really do believe that Alexei cares for and loves Anna, but I don't think he expresses it very well. Maybe if he understood poetry and arts he would. He doesn't really seem empathic. Reading fiction helps build empathy. Because of this, I believe that Anna doesn't see just how much he loves her. Alexei seems to believe that just because he is her husband, it's enough. But Anna probably needs reassurance of Alexei's love and because she doesn't find that reassurance from him, it's probably easier for her to justify what she's doing because she has needs. 
 Dolly seems more over whelmed by emotion while Alexei doesn't even understand them. 
 I don't know. I feel like it's not really to late. That we know of she hasn't slept with Vronsky yet. But I feel like she is already emotionally cheating on Alexei and I feel like that maybe easier to hide and therefore harder to confront. 
* I don't know. Maybe it ties in with is inability to confront his emotions and it's cathartic for him to crack his knuckles because he has control over that.


    


    
        helenofyork (+3)

        Alexei, to me, is a man who never would have thought his wife unfaithful. He has Anna on a pedestal and I feel so bad for him.


    


    
        Pythias (+2)

        Yes I completely agree. I wonder if Anna is aware of this and if it weighs more on her conscience if she ever decides to feel bad about what she's doing.


    


    
        helenofyork (+2)

        This is the subtlety I have come to love in Tolstoy!
I took it as Anna considering herself above reproach. She is just as bewildered as poor Alexei. I don't see Anna as a woman who thinks she can fall into physical adultery. She thinks she can handle all of this and come out clean.


    


    
        sekhmet1010 (+4)

        ▪︎ I think that it's because Alexey is a very secure man, who never really thought that Anna could possibly cheat. His noticing the others marking Anna's inappropriate behaviour seems to indicate his apparent consideration for public opinion and perception. This particular incident also demonstrates just how oblivious he is to Anna's feelings in general. He is a bit of a cold husband, who, whilst being quite respectful of his wife, also treats her without any passion whatsoever. He thinks that her feelings and emotions are "private" and he doesn't need to be privy to them. This engenders a strangely comfortable but cool vibes between the couple.
▪︎ I found his inner ruminations to be quite revealing. He seems like an honourable and principled man, who conducts himself with decorum. But he is also an emotionally limited person, who doesn't wish to do the work that is required to stay in sync with his wife, a particularly lively and passionate individual. This particular limitation is also illustrated through his limited understanding of poetry, art etc. Sure, he reads all the more about it to seem like he knows what he is talking about. But unlike his pet subjects of philisophy, theology etc., he doesn't try to search for the meaning in music and art.
▪︎ He is scared of looking into the abyss, and this abyss was "life itself". He would rather maintain the façade of everything being okay, rather than look at the truth. I think that he thinks of feelings as messy, and hence shies away from confronting them boldly.
I loved how the passage regarding his back and forth from the bedroom door and the drawing room is written. When he moves towards Anna's room, his faith in his marriage increases, when he moves towards the drawing room, his suspicions become stronger. The bedroom symbolises Anna, and the drawing room symbolises the gossip regarding Anna and Vronsky.
His views on jealousy being an insult to his wife are true and very noble, but also a yet another instance of his passionlessness.
The fact that he can even think about the busy work week when something this catastrophic is happening in his life, again shows just how emotionally absent he is as a husband.
▪︎ I think that the main difference between Darya's feelings and Alexey's is that hers are motivated by a deep emotional love and a correspondingly deep jealousy. However, Alexey's thoughts, albeit agitated, are nowhere close to being that passionate. Darya's love makes her question how she can possibly stay and live a regular life with Stepan after his infidelity. Alexey doesn't seem to think of that even once, which is strange. All he think of is to warn her off of a path which will cause pain to herself and her family.
▪︎ In both cases, it seems to be expected from the women that they will care about and not break apart the family structure, and care about the kids. That they will back off from a hasty and impetuous step (in Darya's case it would have been leaving Stepan, and in Anna's her affair with Vronsky)
The emotional involvement or neglect from the fathers is never brought up as an equal thought.
Darya's conflict is between standing up for herself and destroying fer family, or to bow and accept the unfair and unhappy life she is living. For Anna, it is pretty much the same. Except her choice to cheat on her husband would be a far more immoral one.
The biggest difference between the two women is that whilst Darya does at the end of the day truly love her husband, Anna does not. She might respect him, get along well with him, and in general not be entirely unhappy with him, but he doesn't ignite her the way this possible adventure with Vronsky does. Darya was perfectly contented with her life before finding out about the cheating, but Anna was not.
▪︎ I think that the discussion with Anna will not be successful, simply because when people are confronted, they very often dig in their heels. Also, it just feels like too little too late. If Alexey wanted to be a confidant, he should have started sooner, before things had gotten this far. He should have asked more about Vronsky at the St. Petersburg station itself. His taking Anna and his marriage for granted for so long will be the biggest hindrance to an honest conversation with Anna. Plus, his methodical and logical ways are his downfall in this particular instance, because they might instill him with a faux sense of calm and order, but it won't help when someone as chaotic as Anna will enter the scene.
▪︎ The cracking of the knuckles seem to be a simple self-soothing technique through which he brings order back into his life. But this very order and lack of passion has made his wife so unsatisfied...so, in this case, they could possibly symbolise the first real "crack" in their marriage, which is represented by the interlocked fingers.
I loved this chapter for the insight it provided into Alexey's character.
And i loved this particular quote :
He was now experiencing a feeling similar to that which would be felt by someone who, calmly crossing a bridge over a precipice, suddenly discovers that this bridge has been taken down, revealing an abyss. This abyss was life itseld, while the bridge was the artificial life Alexey Alexandrovich had been leading.


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+2)

        "He should have asked more about Vronsky" at the station...." But really, why would he? We know it was significant, but to Alexei, once Anna reminded him of who Vronsky was, he wouldn't have found it at all strange that he approached them. Anna had traveled to Moscow with his mother, and presumably they would have encountered one another in Moscow.
If Anna had gotten off the train with him, if they'd actually traveled together, that might have been unusual, but they didn't. It was just a brief encounter, no reason for Alexei to attach any significance to it.


    


    
        Pythias (+4)

        

he moves towards Anna's room, his faith in his marriage increases, when he moves towards the drawing room, his suspicions become stronger. The bedroom symbolises Anna, and the drawing room symbolises the gossip regarding Anna and Vronsky.

Nice catch! I wish I noticed this.


I think that the discussion with Anna will not be successful, simply because when people are confronted, they very often dig in their heels. Also, it just feels like too little too late. 

I agree and I really feel for Alexei because of it.


 they could possibly symbolise the first real "crack" in their marriage, which is represented by the interlocked fingers.

Another great find. I love that symbolism.


    


    
        helenofyork (+3)

        Awesome analysis!


    

Part 2 - Chapter 9

    Discussion from r/yearofannakarenina (2023)

 What did you think of Anna’s behavior in this chapter?
 Alexei deduces from Anna's behavior that she has closed herself off to him.  How do you think this makes him feel?
 What did you think of Alexei going off-script, rather than saying what he spent a long time planning in the last chapter?
 > Anna got into her bed, and lay expecting every minute that he would begin to speak to her again. She both feared his speaking and wished for it. But he was silent.
Why do you think Anna was half hoping her husband would continue the conversation?
* Anything else you'd like to discuss?
Final line:


A long while she lay, not moving, with open eyes, whose brilliance she almost fancied she could herself see in the darkness.



12 Comments


    
        Kambucha_freak (+3)

        - anna is being a little tart and a total bitch. At the same time Alexei is v patronizing to her, and in fact tells her ‘your emotions/feelings are none of my business’. Wtf - he’s her husband!
-it makes him panic. Bc before he had come up with a resolution and seemingly had the situation under control, in a very logical, business-like sense. However Anna is illogical and ruled by love and passion, so it freaks him out. Obviously he is hurt, but he has also steeled his heart and soul, so I’m not sure how much emotion he actually lets himself feel…….or something
- he’s lost control of Anna
- I think part of Anna wants Alexei to grovel, and she enjoys being the one with the upper hand in their relationship now. At the same time, she doesn’t want to continue lying and deceiving him, so she hopes he stays quiet. But I think part of her likes the charade at this point.
-Anna’s bright and shining eyes remind me of some demon - and how she can see herself in the dark? Something wierd going on there


    


    
        Kambucha_freak (+3)

        Anna’s ‘shining eyes’ almost seem demonic, right? Like she is a woman possessed. Also Alexei asking her ‘Anna, is this you?’ As though she is under some spell.


    


    
        coltee_cuckoldee (+3)

        Anna seems to be gaslighting her husband into believing that nothing appropriate has happened. I thought that she would be able to see through Alexei's perspective, but she seemed to be relieved when she realized that Alexei is only concerned about the situation as other people had paid attention to it.
I think Alexei feels bad. I don't think he's in love with Anna but he has deep respect for her and will do anything for her as she's his wife/son's mother. I guess Alexei is shocked that Anna has romantic feelings for someone else when she clearly does not feel the same for him.
Anna's behavior/replies threw him off and I think he nervously went off on another tangent. I think he expected her to dutifully accept what he had to say.
I think she's feeling guilty and maybe thought that if her husband continued to talk to her, she would know more about his thoughts. She would know what was bothering him and why and she would probably use this information to manipulate him further.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+2)

        - Anna is just manipulating the conversation to avoid taking to Alexei about Vronsky. She is thinking only of “ the other” and seems to be falling for him.
- Alexei sees that Anna doesn’t seem to notice him or care about him in the same way.
- He was originally planning to tell her he risks of her behavior (society, reputation etc) but now realizes it is deeper than that. He realizes that she might not still love him the same way. He reminds her of the sacred vow of marriage they made. And seems to take it easy on her because he isn’t sure noe if he pushes her how it will go.
- Anna wants to still engage in taking with Alexei because it means he still cares about her.


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+3)

        Anna "marveled... at her own capacity for lying." She's deflecting as hard as she can in order to avoid confrontation, pretending to misunderstand. She wants to believe that her husband doesn't really love her, and is disconcerted to hear him say that he does, but that doesn't seem to change her intentions any.
I was surprised that Alexei believes that Anna has always been fully open to him about her emotions. She certainly hasn't been, at least since she went to Moscow, but she must have done a better job of hiding it before. Of course this shakes his confidence, makes him uncertain and insecure, and he is a man who doesn't deal well with uncertainty. And if he does really love Anna as he says he does, he must be devastated.
He probably went off-script because she didn't respond as he expected. He'd planned a conversation that wasn't happening.
I really don't know why Anna rather hoped he'd continue the conversation. Some women might be hoping they'd continue to talk and finally get down to really communicating with each other, but I don't think that's Anna. She still has Vronsky at the top of her mind. Maybe she's just hoping to rip off the bandaid and get it over with.


    


    
        Pythias (+3)

         Despicable. It's crazy to me how she shows no shame. None whatsoever. I really feel bad for Alexei.
 I believe that Alexei probably feels like he's already lost her. The feeling for him is described as "he experienced a feeling such as a man might have, returning home and finding his own house locked up. 'But perhaps the key may yet be found,' thought Alexei Alexandrovitch." I think really does feel like he's lost her to Vronsky BUT he may still be able to win her back. The problem is how now that Anna is emotionally attached to someone who knows how to express his passion. And what's probably going to make it harder is that Alexei has no idea that that's more likely why Anna is so attracted to Vronsky. Vronsky has passion where Alexei lacks it. 
* I think Anna does still love Alexei. But she doesn't see that he has the same passion for her as Vronsky does (I don't doubt Alexei would be passionate towards Anna if she asked him to). If Alexei fought for Anna a little more then maybe she would see that he does indeed love her. But because he doesn't she's probably disappointed by him.


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+4)

        What tells you that she still loves him? I've actually been wondering if she ever loved him, and if the marriage was arranged for convenience.


    


    
        Pythias (+5)

        There's no proof just what I may be reading into. When she's lying in bed she still wants Alexei to press the point:
"Anna got into her bed, and lay expecting every minute that he would begin to speak to her again. She both feared his speaking and wished for it."
She also becomes offended when Alexei says he loves her.
"For an instant her face fell, and the mocking gleam in her eyes died
away; but the word love threw her into revolt again. She thought:
'Love? Can he love? If he hadn’t heard there was such a thing as love, he would never have used the word. He doesn’t even know what love is.'"
I believe that if she didn't love him wouldn't have hopes of him pressing her and fighting about the situation.
I believe her becoming offended is a result of her feeling guilty for what she's doing to him because she does in fact loves him.
Edit:
I forgot to add that I do wonder the same thing. If it was a marriage of convenience.


    


    
        SnoozealarmSunflower (+4)

        I’m not so sure Alexei would be passionate if asked. He’s so reserved and tries to avoid talking about emotions, I think he might be embarrassed. Even if deep down he wants to be, I don’t know if he could allow himself to.
Otherwise, I agree that Anna’s behavior is terrible. She’s enjoying that he doesn’t blatantly call her out for her behavior or directly accuse her of anything, this way she can pretend like she isn’t doing anything wrong and he has no real reason to leave so the family won’t be destroyed for their son. If she displayed any shame, she’d have to admit she has something to be ashamed of.


    


    
        Pythias (+2)

        

He’s so reserved and tries to avoid talking about emotions, I think he might be embarrassed. Even if deep down he wants to be, I don’t know if he could allow himself to. 

I think you're right. But if he just tried, I really think it'd mean something to Anna. But who knows maybe it wouldn't be enough at this point.


If she displayed any shame, she’d have to admit she has something to be ashamed of.

Yes and I hate that she can't be honest with herself.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+2)

        Good points. We see inside his head and that he does care deeply for her. But his words and actions don’t seem (capable?) of conveying that to Anna.


    


    
        Pythias (+2)

        That's exactly how I see it. It's really hard to express emotions for some people, I believe moreso for men.
I relate to it. It's always been really hard for me to verbalize my feelings and emotions. My parents didn't teach me a healthy way to be express my anger and it's something that I've struggled with to this day. It makes me really feel for Alexei.


    

Part 2 - Chapter 11

    Discussion from r/yearofannakarenina (2023)

((It's currently 4:40 p.m. where I am, so it's Thursday))
 A major event in the plot happened between these two chapters, but Tolstoy didn't invite us in to watch. Do you feel shortchanged?
 Vronsky now has fulfilled his biggest wish, which he now had for nearly a whole year. Now where the sexual act was conducted: Will Vronsky lose his interest in Anna and let her drop? Will he stay with her?
 What do you think of Tolstoy’s use of murder as a metaphor for the moment of Anna and Vronsky committing adultery?
 What do you make of the dream that haunts Anna?
* Anything else you'd like to discuss?
Final line:


But this dream weighed on her like a nightmare, and she always awoke from it in horror.



17 Comments


    
        GigaChan450 (+2)

        Murder is also a very good analogy for having sex with your fling for the first time. There's no turning back after that - u move on to the next stage in the relationship. You've murdered the early stage.
And i'm surprised at how many people think Vronsky will lose interest at this point. Cuz for me sex is a huge 'bait' - once a girl has sex with me and thus i can reasonably expect more from her, that keeps me hooked. If I couldn't reasonably expect any sex from a girl, i'd lose interest. Just my perspective, maybe i'm not enough of a playboy


    


    
        GigaChan450 (+1)

        Wtf? What a huge fucking leap in plot. Did Tolstoy make a mistake or what. So a year has passed now, and they've fucked? This isn't a dream?
Is such a sudden plot leap really optimal for the storytelling? Would've loved to see the build-up to sex


    


    
        [deleted] (+1)

        There was one line that caught me-her face was still as beautiful, but the more pitiful for that. This is before she says, everything is finished, so on so forth. I don’t know why that line catches me-I just think it has deeper significance than meets the eye.


    


    
        coltee_cuckoldee (+2)

        I would have liked to know how their physical affair started and Anna's feelings when she finally gave in and slept with Vronsky. I was a bit surprised to read about the time jump.
I think Vronsky will eventually lose interest in Anna and drop her like he dropped Kitty. This book is 800 pages long so I think he'll dump her after 200-300 pages and find another married woman that he can "ruin". Vronsky does not love Anna so he's definitely not going to stay with her. Also, Anna will face the majority of the blowback if this affair becomes public (as she's a woman and the rules are stricter for her) and Vronsky will just bounce off.
I thought it was interesting. The metaphor emphasized that Vronsky was purely interested in the act and not her. The minute I read this line I knew it wasn't going to end well for Anna: "... must use what he has gained by the murder". Vronsky just considers sleeping with Anna a means to an end. He's only interested in the thrill of an affair.
I wonder if Anna loves her husband. The thoughts she had of him earlier indicated to me that she wasn't romantically interested in him (she was disgusted by everything). However, now she dreams of having 2 husbands? I thought she would divorce Alexei if Vronsky indicated his interest in marrying her but it looks like she's a bit confused and is struggling to cope with her guilt.


    


    
        Kambucha_freak (+5)

        -  no, spare the details for the sake of societal propriety (lol). But I think we get the idea, and in fact more interesting how devastated Anna was post-coitus, than to actually have to read through the event
- I don’t think Vronsky ‘s biggest wish was to sleep with Anna. He wants more than that. He wants to be with her. He wants to be part of her life.
- Murder and Anna’s glowing eyes. So spooky. They have sinned. Also, the phrase ‘petit Morte’ comes to mind- although in this case I guess it’s the grand mort. It’s the point of no return, and makes Anna and Vronsky realize they have ‘killed’ the people they were before.
-there’s something about repressed female desire and sexuality in Anna’s dream, but of course it’s more than that. Anna’s dream is actually a fantasy - two adoring men worshipping her at the same time, what’s not to love? - but for her it’s horrific. Yes she feels shame at what she’s done, but perhaps also shame at her pleasure? And shame at her fulfilling her sexual wants and needs /agency?


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+6)

        - I don’t feel like I needed to watch. I much appreciated instead being in Anna’s head and sorting out the aftermath while missing the lovey dovey parts. Her shame and concern over what happened seems warranted.
- It seems Vronsky loves her with all his heart based on his reaction but feels that their original love (honeymoon phase) has now been murdered. “That body, robbed by him of life, was their love, the first stage of their love.”
-Because of Anna’s shame she may never feel the same for him again. I don’t know if he will be able to overcome her pushing him away in shame for long.
- Anna’s dream means she wants to hang onto them both. Alexei is her security and Vronsky is her passion. She can’t have both and it will be interesting to see how this affair unwinds her life.


    


    
        sekhmet1010 (+7)

        ▪︎ I did not feel shortchanged at all. I felt like just by being in the room after the act was intimate enough. We are catching the lovers right after their first time. It is a poignant and terrible moment for them, especially since it feels far more intense now than it did before.
▪︎ I don't think Vronsky will weary of her just because he has slept with her. Although erotic attraction was an important part of their passion for each other, it doesn't feel like the end goal at all. In his own narcissitic way, Vronsky does love Anna passionately. The passion described between them upto this point seems to be too strong and too bright to be completely assuaged and extinguished with just sex.
▪︎ I found the metaphor very interesting, especially since Vronsky is portrayed as the murderer. But i think the victim is not Anna, it's Anna's virtue, her family life, her marriage, and possibly her happiness. The real murderers are the couple's passions, and their egoism.
▪︎ I think her dream is a little revelatory. It shows that while she is passionately in love with Vronsky, she does love Alexey too. Maybe she isn't in love with him, but she isn't completely oblivious to him either. Somehow she sort of wants them both in her life.


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+2)

        As I understand it, the book originally was published serialized, over a couple of years. I picture readers opening this chapter and saying "What? Did I miss an issue?"
And I am obviously very dense, because I didn't perceive that this was about their having sex for the first time after a whole year. There was mention of "spiritual nakedness" but I didn't get the point that there was actual nakedness involved. I thought maybe Alexei had finally thrown her out and this was the source of her shame. So I'm glad I read all your comments to understand what was going on. Otherwise I'd definitely feel shortchanged.
I think Vronsky is really in love with her or at least thinks he is. He wouldn't have waited that whole year if he wasn't committed. I doubt that he'll leave her now, in spite of the fact that she's acting pretty crazy. He is horrified to see the effect on her though; I'm sure he was feeling pretty good before she broke down. "Murder" is a good metaphor for that; it's as if he destroyed her soul.
The dream is like many dreams, reflecting what she really wants. Love and comfort with no conflict and stress.
I don't like these people. I want to get back to Levin.


    


    
        helenofyork (+3)

        I like Levin's storyline so far myself!


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+3)

        

I don't like these people. I want to get back to Levin.

Yes please- I am so ready too!


    


    
        scholasta (+3)

        Love this analysis. Yes, Vronsky and Anna are unlikeable. Very selfish. Reminds me of Tom and Daisy in The Great Gatsby:


They were careless people, Tom and Daisy—they smashed up things and creatures and then retreated back into their money or their vast carelessness, or whatever it was that kept them together, and let other people clean up the mess they had made…



    


    
        Pythias (+2)

         Absolutely not. In fact, I was glad because I wasn't sure at first if they did finally have a full on affair until I read that Anna was naked. Because I wasn't sure I was able to live in denial for a short while. 
 I doubt he will stay with her. I'm guessing he'll come back to her only in the bedroom, but when things start to really get bad for Anna he's going to dip.  
 I actually liked the metaphor. It goes to show how terrible of a crime Anna has committed because I really don't think she's thought of the consequences. Alexei warned her about how this would affect him but more importantly how it would probably affect their son. I don't think this has crossed Anna's mind at all. 
 I'm more annoyed with Anna after her dream. It came off as Anna just wants to have her cake and eat it too. I totally understand the position she's in, I understand how hard all of this is for her. And most importantly I know that she's made a mistake, but I don't believe she's going to learn from it until it's to late. I feel like she just wants things to magically work out between Alexei and Vronsky. But life doesn't work that way.


    


    
        coltee_cuckoldee (+3)

        

how it would probably affect their son.

Anna's not even thinking of her son. I was surprised to read that she told Vronsky that she has nothing but him. It looks like she just considers Alexei and her son to be obligations and has completely lost her mind. This is not going to end well for her.


    


    
        Pythias (+3)

        I feel so bad for Alexei and his son. It's so sad.


    


    
        SnoozealarmSunflower (+4)

        - I don’t necessarily feel shortchanged that we weren’t invited to watch the “major event” itself, but it does feel like we’ve rushed to this point and I wish we had more time to observe their interactions and how they got here.
- I have a feeling Vronsky will lose interest in Anna, although it’s hard to say since we did not see everything that led up to this moment. Is this lust? Have they actually gotten to know each other more over the past year and fallen in love?
- Well, I guess her marriage is now officially “murdered”, right?
We’ve come to this point so quickly and there’s still so much of the story left. If it’s not about the “courting” and how they got to the physical affair, then the rest may be more focused on the fallout of this act.


    


    
        AishahW (+3)

        I believe you hit it dead on the nail with your last remark: the rest of the book, namely Anna & Vronsky's story, will have its roots from the fallout of their affair, of Anna's adultery. She has so much to lose in every way while Vronsky can get away almost unscathed.


    


    
        scholasta (+3)

        I’m shocked how quickly things are progressing. Not even a quarter through the book and it already feels like everything is coming to a head


    

Part 2 - Chapter 12

    Discussion from r/yearofannakarenina (2023)

 How do you feel about turning back to Levin's plot?
 “in spite of his solitude, or because of it, his life was extremely full” -- what do you make of that? What do you think of Levin’s present way of life?
 “I also thought my life was over when I made a mess of that business of my sister’s I was entrusted with” -- what do you think this is all about?
 How did you find the scenery Tolstoy painted? Does this 'spring is here' have any deeper meaning?
* Anything else you'd like to discuss?
Final line:


The real spring had come.

See you on Monday!


13 Comments


    
        GigaChan450 (+1)

        What a lovely description of spring! It contrasts nicely with Levin's beaten-down spirits - spring has really come now!


    


    
        coltee_cuckoldee (+4)

        I prefer reading about Anna and all the shenanigans occurring in the city so I was a bit disappointed to find out that we're shifting focus to Levin again.
Levin is a loner and as he has no one to talk to (other than Agafea), he was able to accomplish many tasks. He seems to be drowning himself in work in order to forget Kitty and the memories of his humiliating rejection behind.
I think Levin might have been responsible for conducting his sister's business/financial affairs and he might have lost a ton of money and been embarrassed by this loss.
Favorite lines:  "but the memory of these evil actions was far from causing him so much suffering as those trivial but humiliating reminiscences."


    


    
        helenofyork (+2)

        Snow comes to my mind when I think of Russia so I appreciate Tolstoy's description of Spring.


...the buds on the guelder-rose, the currants and the sticky, spirituous birches swelled...

I can practically smell this scene.
I'm also glad for the switch to Levin's storyline. I find him interesting.


    


    
        Kambucha_freak (+5)

        -after last  devastating chapter with Anna and  Vronsky, nice to have the beautiful Russian countryside as a palate cleanser. Makes it seem even sweeter?
- Levin must occupy himself with work to fill the void in his soul which Anna and the rest of St Petersburg/Moscow have filled with love and dalliances. His heart no longer swells for Kitty, but for his estate and it’s potential
- He must have been told to arrange a marriage suitor for his sister, which he fumbled and somehow ruined. Also points to his rejection of society/marriage - he is reinforcing his belief that he doesn’t need, doesn’t want, or isn’t good at the ‘love stuff’
-beautiful idyllic descriptions of spring and the country side. Tolstoy focuses on the surroundings of life in nature, in addition to the rich interior life of the characters he has painted. A bit pastoral, but after the scenes in St. Petersburg, so refreshing!
- love the line ‘the eternal slovenliness of farm work’. Seems v true even today on small farms.


    


    
        Pythias (+2)

        

nice to have the beautiful Russian countryside as a palate cleanser. Makes it seem even sweeter?

I definitely agree.


He must have been told to arrange a marriage suitor for his sister, which he fumbled and somehow ruined. 

I also think it has to do with a marriage.


    


    
        Pythias (+2)

         I liked it a lot. Especially with the description of Spring (real Spring coming). It's like I can feel the hope building up. Which I really craved because so far I'm really sad and depressed by everything going on so far. 
 I feel like Levin is just occupying himself to distract himself from his heartache. That's how I took it. 
 I do wonder what it is about. Maybe he unknowingly suggested his sister to marry someone who wasn't right for her and it turned out terrible. I'm just guessing I have no idea. He has guilt over it though. 
 Gods, I loved the description of Spring. Spring usually means new life, new beginnings, and with that comes hope. So I'm taking it as things may look up for Levin.


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+3)

        I just said yesterday I wanted to get back to Levin, and here he is. So I’m pleased.
Whenever Tolstoy switches storylines I try to connect the timeline. This is three months after his return from Moscow. Kitty is ill, and the Shtcherbatskys are going abroad. In Petersburg, I think this is about the time Karenin is discovering he has a problem. The scene in the last chapter is months in the future, and I wonder why Tolstoy inserted it just there.
His life is full of the activities involved in running the farm, and because of his solitude he has time to think. He began to write a book or paper on agriculture involving the character of the people —the workers— as one of the important factors in agriculture, along with the soil and the climate. This establishes Levin further as a thoughtful and intelligent man, leading a satisfying life. If it weren’t for the fact that he still isn’t married, it would be just about perfect.
I wondered briefly what the “sister” thing was all about, but I don’t think it’s important. It’s just something that Levin felt guilty about in the past but has learned to let go.
I loved the description of spring in the country. Very poetic, and maybe signaling a new chapter in Levin’s life.
I see Nikolai is going to a “watering-place abroad.” I wonder if he’ll run into Kitty.


    


    
        helenofyork (+2)

        

Whenever Tolstoy switches storylines I try to connect the timeline.

Thank you! I never would've thought of this myself.


    


    
        Pythias (+2)

        

I see Nikolai is going to a “watering-place abroad.” I wonder if he’ll run into Kitty.

This would be very interesting. I wonder if this is how news of Kitty will reach Levin. And if now I wonder how new of Kitty does reach Levin.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+4)

        - I was ready to take a break from Anna and move to Levin. Though I want to see what is going on with Kitty too.
- Levin is most content with his rural life and is very fulfilled but lonely without a wife. The scenery is beautifully described like a painting come to life.
- Spring is here?  Maybe it means a new beginning.
- interested to find out about what he messed up for his sister…


    


    
        SnoozealarmSunflower (+4)

        - I don’t dislike Levin as much as some others do, but was disappointed to return to his plot after the revelation about Anna and Vronsky in the last chapter. It feels kind of abrupt to suddenly shit back to Levin now and leave the Anna/Vronsky plot on the back burner when it was only just discussed in the previous chapter.
- Levin is a country boy who enjoys his life outside of the city, so I’m sure he is happier here in that sense. However, he still seems so hung up on Kitty that he can’t possibly feel like his life is full in the moment.
- A seemingly throw away line referencing something in the past that readers aren’t privy to and will eventually circle back around later in the novel. Something entrusted to him could he marrying her off (although he’s not the oldest brother I don’t think?) or something involving land ownership for her.
- People often view spring as a new beginning or awakening with the blooming of flowers, etc. Levin is hopefully that spring is really here, meaning he is starting over as different man than the one who has his proposal refused and was humiliated.


    


    
        Pythias (+2)

        

Something entrusted to him could he marrying her off (although he’s not the oldest brother I don’t think?) or something involving land ownership for her. 

The land ownership is an interesting theory and one I haven't seen yet.


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+3)

        You're right, he isn't the oldest. Looking back at Chapter 6, he's the youngest of the brothers, and his sister is also older than he is.


    

Part 2 - Chapter 13

    Discussion from r/yearofannakarenina (2023)

 Levin is full of enthusiasm for his farm, yet frustrated at the neglect it has suffered over winter when his attention was directed towards trying to secure Kitty for his wife. Do you think that by throwing himself into farm management he will be able to move on from his romantic rejection?
 What do you think of Levin’s trouble with the labourers, and the difference in perspective between him and his steward?
 What do you think of Levin’s anger management?
 What did you think of the interaction between Levin and one of the labourers, Vasili?
* Anything else you'd like to discuss?
Final line:


Levin rode home at a trot, so as to have time to eat his lunch and get his gun ready before evening.



9 Comments


    
        coltee_cuckoldee (+2)

        Yes, I do think he will be able to move on if he dedicates his attention to his farm.  He seems to have a lot of ideas and if he commits to them, I'm sure he'll move on.
I understand that the laborers are chilled out in their approach. It's not their farm and I don't think they're going to earn a lot if they do very good work. As long as the resulting crop is healthy, I'm sure they'll earn enough money. Levin seems to want quality work but he doesn't want to hire that many people. He's just trying to overwork his employees in order to raise his profits.
It's good that Levin has a technique to reduce his anger. He seems to get annoyed by everything. He's at home- the one place where he's supposed to be comfortable but he's freaking out about the quality of work being churned out by his employees.


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+4)

        He's been back three months, and I think he accepted Kitty's rejection stoically. I don't think the farm was neglected, but Levin is frustrated that some of his instructions haven't been carried out as he wanted.
In some ways he seems to be kind of a micromanager, giving detailed instructions about things that should be done, but he then expects his orders to be carried out without his checking on them. And sometimes they aren't. Maybe the workers (and the bailiff) think they know better, or maybe they hope he won't notice and won't mind too much if he does. In any case, they know that he can get angry fast and think better of it just as fast. I did notice that in one case “Levin knew very well that 'a touch of mildew' meant that his English seed oats were already ruined.  Again they had not done as he had ordered.” But in the next paragraph the oats were fine, so maybe he worries too much. The bailiff clearly thinks so. (I recognize Levin's management style in some people I have known.)
The trouble with the laborers was interesting, maybe meant as a social commentary but since we aren't living in that society it's hard to tell. The book was written only a decade or so after the reforms that ended serfdom, and the laborers are clearly taking the opportunity to use their independence and market power.
I think Levin does an excellent job with anger management. He recognizes that he's quick to anger and that it's not good, either for him or for his employees, and he consciously tries to keep calm. One of his techniques seems to be physical activity/work, and it's effective.
I thought the discussion with Vassily was meaningful. This man seems to be a long time employee, and Levin knows him well. At some point Levin seems to have given him some wheat to sow on his own land which helped him make extra money. He connects with him not just as an employee, but he seems to care about him.


    


    
        DernhelmLaughed (+3)

        This chapter is a study of Levin's character. He has been disappointed in his hopes for Kitty, but his farm needs his attention. I get the sense that he needs this farm work to regain his footing; his sense of his world being righted again. Something he can fix, when things remain broken with Kitty. He may not be the best problem-solver, and he may get frustrated with small setbacks, but he works with what he has to get things up to his standards.
I really liked how his bailiff hung around to make up with Levin after his master had expressed frustration and disappointment with the state of the farm. There's this sense of reconciliation, that nothing is ruined forever. And, of course, the farm operates on the cycle of the seasons, so there is always renewal.


    


    
        Pythias (+4)

         I don't think that Levin will move on from Kitty's rejection just yet.  I think that his farm management will provide for a good distraction. 
 Levin constantly seems to be thinking of the bigger picture when it comes to his farm while the steward seems to be more laid back about things not going as planned or on time. I'm not surprised by the steward, it's not his farm.  
 It's better than mine. My temper is something I've been working on all my life and I've gotten so much better at it. Levin's temper does not seem bad at all and he recognizes when he's angry, something I struggle to identify for a long time. "Levin had more than once already tried a way he knew for stifling his anger, and turning all that seemed dark right again, and he tried that way now." 
 Levin seems to be so annoyed with how things were being ran on the farm. He seemed to be snappy at Vasili and after he realized he was being snappy decide to do some of the sowing himself I'm guessing to help Vasili out. It was an interesting interaction.
* I didn't know this but apparently clover is really good for soil. It adds nutrients to soil, reduces the need for fertilizers and acts as natural mulch. I was curious to why Levin was growing so much clover so I looked it up.


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+4)

        I don't think he was sowing to help Vasili out; he's learned that when he's angry, physical work serves to calm him. Vasili was a little skeptical of Levin's skill; he says when the clover grows that area will look different (and perhaps, in Vasili's view, not quite as good as the rest of the field.) I really liked their conversation; very comfortable.


    


    
        Pythias (+2)

        Yes! This makes more sense.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+5)

        I think Levin loves to farm and run his farm and will move on from Kitty’s rejection. Though he still craves a wife. So hopefully some reconciliation will occur if Kitty wants it.
Levin runs his farm professionally and is not afraid to get his hands dirty. He is a bit harsh with the workers but mostly it seems he has neglected his responsibilities of over site and takes the blame.


    


    
        helenofyork (+4)

        I'm more interested in Levin's management woes than the love stories! (Yes, I'm at that point in my life...)


Levin kept silent. Again this force opposed him. He knew that, hard as they tried, they had never been able to hire more than forty workers, thirty-seven, thirty-eight, at the real price;...

Earlier in the chapter, Levin is frustrated that the clover is never planted on-time. "And Levin could never get that done."
I suspect that Tolstoy will teach us how to manage people and property! Levin has a deep interest in his properties and farming, of course, while his steward and the hired hands are only doing it for pay. It is the difference between passion and plodding along, between a career and a job.
I don't see the farm as an either or for Levin however. He has to turn his attention to his business lest he lose it. Even if he and Kitty were wrapped up in the first blush of love he'd have to do it.


    


    
        DernhelmLaughed (+2)

        Yes, I also like that we get social commentary on the Russian class hierarchy, especially the feudal system, demonstrated here with Levin's farm. And Levin's brother's political leanings have something to do with labor as well.


    

Part 2 - Chapter 14

    Discussion from r/yearofannakarenina (2023)

 Who were you expecting had come to visit Levin before it was revealed?
 Why did Stiva choose now as the time to come to visit?
 What do you make of Levin’s desire to ask about Kitty, and lack of courage to do so?
 Why do you think Levin ordered that the soup be served without its accompaniment, after the cook and maid had gone to such trouble to impress?
 The women as bread metaphor reappears. What conclusions do you draw from Oblonsky's chat about women?
 Anything else you'd like to discuss?
Final line:


Levin listened in silence, but in spite of his best efforts he could not find any way of entering into his friend’s soul and understanding his feelings and the charms of studying such women.



9 Comments


    
        [deleted] (+1)

        Of course Levin is curious about what Kitty is doing now-if she married, so on so forth. He has uncontrollable desire to ask-but at the same time, it would bring back in vivid detail unpleasant recollections of rejection, if Stiva answered, “oh, she’s married” and I think levin is aware if he was to ask, it would make him appear a mawkish fool.
  I’m drawing what I know from human emotions. Levin is convincing himself he is scornful of Kitty, that the marriage idea is foolish, as the fox with the grapes that he couldn’t get. But he still has desire to figure out, as i said before. 
   Of course he still loves her, and he’s still hurt-but if he was to ask the question, it would squash all hope of anything-he’s afraid of rejection-at the same time, he is afraid the little bubble of bitterness around him for relief might pop-that he would get his hopes up, AGAIN, and go to her to propose, and if he did so, what if something happened again? What if she would grow tired of him? What if, even though he deluded himself he would make a perfect family life, it wouldn’t work? 
   This is poorly written, I was in the heat of the moment.
   I thought it was either a farm worker or Nikolai before I knew it was Stiva, and I think the metaphor supports Stiva’s character well.


    


    
        coltee_cuckoldee (+3)

        I thought it might have been another laborer who had come to visit Levin.
I think Stiva might want to tell Levin what's been going on with Kitty. Perhaps Dolly encouraged him to poke around and find out if Levin is still interested in Kitty. His official reason might have been selling of the property but he has admitted that it is not a priority.
Levin is still in love with her but her rejection has caused him so much embarrassment that he does not want to appear desperate. He loathes how he actually believed that he they would get married and is annoyed that he built all his dreams around their marriage.
I think Levin might have wanted to finish dinner quickly and go on that hunt. Maybe he thinks that the longer they talk at dinner, the more likely it is that the conversation turns to Kitty (a subject he wants to avoid). That's the only reason I can think of and I might be reaching here.
Oblonsky has no respect for women. I'm just annoyed at the fact that he was able to shed crocodile tears when Dolly found out about his affair. They had been married for a long time (she gave birth to 7 kids) so I wonder if he's always been this disrespectful or if he's recently been comfortable enough to show his true colors.
Favorite line: "... enjoyment lies in the search of truth not in the finding it."


    


    
        Pythias (+2)

         I also thought it would have been his brother. 
 Probably to distract himself from his home life. And maybe to bring Levin news of Kitty. Though I don't know why he didn't do so sooner. 
 Levin seems to be close to Stiva and maybe he didn't want to come off as "I only care about the news you can give me." 
 I honestly have no idea. 
* I have no respect for Stiva and I know he has no respect for women. He's just a dirty, spoiled loser who feels like he can treat people in whatever manner he feels like. I really don't like him. Or Vronsky. They both suck.


    


    
        NACLpiel (+4)

        My first post here. I've just finished W&P and enjoyed the warmth and emotional intelligence of Tolstoy so much that I immediately jumped into AK. As with W&P I found these subs to enhance my engagement with Tolstoys fantastic storytelling. The characters in W&P were so powerfully ingrained in my imagination that I"ve struggled a bit not seeing Levin as Pierre and Anna as Natasha. Also, I'm having to work hard not to cross-contaminate my understanding of AK with the ideas presented in W&P. AK is a separate book but I am seeing parallels. Particularly with Tolstoy's interests with the influence of the social on the individual, and the sheer complexity and messiness of living a human life.
Now onto 2:14: I read this chapter as city mouse visiting country mouse, and highlighting the differences between city (sophisticated and possibly progressive) and country (wholesome and more conservative).
 Stiva is here more because of business than personal.
 Levin is socially crippled by always trying to 'do the right thing' and in his worldview asking directly about Kitty would be crass. 
 Levin is not in the least bit interested in trying to impress Stiva with adornments which impress in the city. In the country food is to satisfy hunger not status. I missed this little nugget on my first reading so thank you for the question. 
 As a man this made me feel very uncomfortable. Sadly, these casual misogynist sentiments persist. It reminded me of D.Trump's bragging about sexual assault being excused and downplayed because its really "only" locker room banter.


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+3)

        Interesting point about Levin not caring about impressing Stiva; Agafea Mihalovna and the cook wanted to impress their city guest but to Levin he's an old friend and "impress" doesn't enter his mind. I don't think he respects Stiva (for good reason) but has known him since childhood and likes him anyway.
Since you mention presidents, Stiva's philosophy reminds me more of Bill Clinton than Trump.


    


    
        DernhelmLaughed (+6)

        Women are bread, and Stiva smells the bakery calling him. "Women as bread" implies that there is a shelf life for such consumables, and the eater expects to choose fresh ones from a variety available. Stiva has another metaphor to dress up his infidelity: "Some mathematician has said that enjoyment lies in the search for truth, not in the finding it." So there it is. Stiva is unfaithful to his wife for science.
Stiva also says it does so little harm to anyone, but gives him much pleasure. Has he forgotten Dolly's pain?


    


    
        helenofyork (+3)

        Thank you for this! I missed the connection between freshness and young women. Stiva is worse than I thought!


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+4)

        I didn’t have an idea about who might be visiting, and of course within a paragraph we know… it’s Stiva! He’s there at this time to sell the forest; as I recall he was anxious to do that back at the start of the book.
Levin does want to know about Kitty, but maybe he’s afraid bringing her up will spoil the mood, and he wants to have a pleasant visit with Stiva first. Stiva doesn’t mention her either, possibly also not wishing to spoil the mood. They have a good visit without talking about her, and Levin is so happy to have someone to share his ideas with.
The dinner sounds amazing. They sure do eat a lot of salt. Apparently they ate so much of the appetizers that Levin thought they might not have room for the chicken in white sauce if they ate the “little pies.”
Oblonsky’s views about women continue to be as offensive as ever. “What is life without love?” Sounds lovely until you realize that “love” to him means “multiple affairs.” And “one does so little harm to anyone?” He doesn’t care about his wife at all.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+5)

        - I was wondering if it would be Stiva and yes it was. I presume he was doing business in the area as he says.
- I am glad Levin still is curious about Kitty. I understand why he might not want to hear that she is happy. He just started getting over his heartache for her.
- I took that they were just too full for pies. But who knows. Since you ask the question, maybe he just didn’t want to over impress Stiva?
- I take from the chat that Stiva is cheating on Dolly. With many women. And enjoying it all.


    

Part 2 - Chapter 15

    Discussion from r/yearofannakarenina (2023)

 Do you think Levin behaved differently in his natural environment?
 What did you think of Levin’s reaction to the news about Kitty?
 Why is everyone talking about her as if she’s mortally ill? Has something changed since we last saw her, or is this simply a case of broken telephone / exaggerated gossip?
 Do you think there was some significance in mentioning Venus and the Great Bear?
 Tolstoy used the stream of consciousness for Laska the dog. What purpose do you think that served?
 Anything else you'd like to discuss?
Final line:


‘I’ve found it, Stiva!’ he shouted.



17 Comments


    
        [deleted] (+1)

        I don’t know why this caught me. It did though.    In the beginning of the chapter, when Levin and Laska are listening to the woods-observing it with peace-Stiva speaks, then levin answers-  ‘ “Yes I can hear,” levin replied, reluctantly breaking the silence of the forest with his voice, which he found disagreeable.’     Here it is obvious he has more respect for humans than nature-that the idle chatter of people do not belong in such a beautiful place, like cursing wouldn’t belong in a church. (The only example I could find) When he learns Kitty is ill-she could possibly die, he thinks, once he shoots the woodcock,   “Ah, yes, what was that unpleasant thing? Yes, Kitty’s sick…nothing to be done, very sorry.”     His nature is his home-he understands and respects it. If kitty had died, or if he asks her to marry him again, and she refuses, if, mind you, he won’t care-for his true love is nature-nothing can perturb him there. He seems to believe that human pettiness and business is too unholy to be mentioned in the presence of nature, which is why the city gives him such a blow.     In nature, he can forget problems because problems don’t belong there.   I think the setting aided very much to progress his character personality, and to give deeper understanding of him.
  Again I wrote this rushed. This was only the first thing I thought I put to write. I beg pardon.


    


    
        coltee_cuckoldee (+3)

        I think Levin is more comfortable in his natural environment. He was so tense and fidgety when he met Stiva in the city.
I was surprised at how quickly he was able to divert his attention to the snipe above. He's just heard that Kitty might not live and his first thought is that the situation cannot be helped? It kind of proves to me that he was never in love with Kitty- he just sees her as an accomplishment and her rejection embarrassed him as he had failed in his own eyes. If I recall correctly, he wasn't even jealous of Vronsky.
I think mental health wasn't understood properly in those days. It sounds like Kitty had a nervous breakdown and is struggling with depression but doctors and her family might think that she's dying of a broken heart. This might also be a case of broken telephone and Oblonsky might have said that to get a reaction from Levin.
I think this was done as Laska is very close to Levin and he almost considers the dog to be a family member. It shows that Levin and Laska have been on several hunting trips and are close to one another.


    


    
        DernhelmLaughed (+3)

         Levin is happier in an environment which is molded to his interests and comfort, and where he is the decision maker.
 Stiva has answered Levin's question about Kitty in such a jumble words. Kitty is near death. Kitty never wanted to be married. No wonder Levin is perplexed.
 I wonder if Kitty's "illness" is merely a pretext for her to go abroad to put some distance between her and the claustrophobic society gossip. It's not meant to be taken literally.
 Perhaps it illustrates that Levin can navigate by observing the distant stars, yet finds it difficult to read people right next to him.
* It serves to personify another priority intruding on Levin's distracted thoughts.


    


    
        [deleted] (+1)

        Perhaps it illustrates that Levin can navigate by observing the distant stars, yet finds it difficult to read people right next to him.
Yes that make a whole lot of sense! That it is the outdoors, the nature he can truly read.


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+6)

        Levin certainly behaves differently at home than in Moscow; he’s comfortable there. (Stiva, on the other hand, seems just the same everywhere.)
Levin asks about Kitty in the middle of the hunt, when it’s getting dark, and he and Stiva probably can’t see each other well. He doesn’t want it to turn into a major conversation, but he wants to get it over with. He expects to hear she’s getting married, and is shocked by what he hears. His reaction, “What? What is wrong…” seems pretty normal for such unexpected news.
But then the snipe fly again, and his attention goes elsewhere. And when he thinks of it again he tries to take it in stride, thinking there’s nothing he can do.
We’re never told what Kitty’s symptoms are, nor why everyone thinks it’s so serious. There was apparently some question of whether it might be TB. But then in the earlier chapter she went to help Dolly with the children when they were sick, and I thought maybe she’d start to improve. I wonder if Stiva is remembering how worried everyone was at first, and he didn’t keep up with things well. He might even have stayed away when the children were ill, and was probably happy to have more time to pursue women.
At first I thought there might be some significance to Venus (love) and the Great Bear, but reading it again I also see mention of the bright star Arcturus. I think this just shows how comfortable Levin is in the country, reading the time by the movement of the stars, and deciding when it will be time to pack up their guns and head home.
I do love the narrative in Laska’s voice. She notices they’re talking instead of paying attention, and thinks they’ll miss the birds. Maybe Levin senses her alert. In any case he gets back to the hunt and they get one more snipe. Why Tolstoy does this I don’t know but I’m glad for it. Maybe he just especially liked dogs.


    


    
        NACLpiel (+3)

        I was particularly interested in Tolstoy's choice to reference the previous years leaves, in my translation.


"In the intervals of profound silence last year's leaves were heard rustling, set in motion by the thawing of the earth and the growth of the grass"

The spring represents Levin moving on yet at moments, memories of a past grief, still find their way into the present. But the raw pain is certainly diminished because he can still become absorbed with the hunting. Yet it still lingers.
I can identify with this process of dealing with grief, over time I am able to 'enjoy' longer periods between having the memory of a past pain.
I would love to savour the original Russian of this chapter since Tolstoy has clearly done his best to evoke the feel of spring in a woodland. I also felt Tolstoy is starting to experiment with form giving us stream of consciousness, no less from a dog! It worked to put me right there amongst the birch trees and thawing snow. I wonder if other writers at the time were also doing this getting readers into the heads of humans & animals.


    


    
        [deleted] (+1)

        Very good points!


    


    
        SnoozealarmSunflower (+3)

        - yes. I think he’s more comfortable in his natural environment and really seems to be “in his element”.
- I think he finally asked about her while they were hunting so that he would be distracted and better able to control any emotions he might have. I think it’s the reaction he wanted to portray, and I’m not convinced his calm demeanor means he’s moved on.
- I think the news of her illness has just been exaggerated as it is gossiped about and passed around. It’s more exciting to discuss something with higher stakes or more drama.
- I’m sure there is some significance (or why else would it be included here?), but I’m not familiar enough with it to draw any conclusions.
- I’m not sure of the purpose really, but I did enjoy it!


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+3)

        It sure seems like this is a case of exaggeration of Kitty’s poor health. We left and she was ready to go abroad so not too much could have changed. Levin seemed distracted but expressed concern that she was ill. I understand as he is trying to forget her but also still cares about her.


    


    
        Pythias (+2)

         I do. He seems much more laid back and happy. Levin was even distracted by the bird after the terrible news of Kitty being sick. I thought that he was so busy with throwing himself into his word that he didn't give himself time to get over her. But Levin does seem to have mended his broken heart.
 I was surprised by it. He was so calm. 
 Women did a lot of swooning back then compared to now a days. Women swooned because of dyes, and lead, etc. I think it's along the same lines of that. Kitty has a broken heart and she may of caught something as well. I think in combination with it she really is sick. But I have my doubts as to her life really being in danger. 
 Venus is the plant of love and The Great Bear is (Gods my Greek mythology is rusty) a child of someone and Zeus (it's always Zeus). Hera (being the jealous goddess) turn both the woman and her son (from Zeus) into the stars?  I gotta look this up. I'll come back with an edit. I have no idea what this may represent in this chapter. 
 I have no idea but I loved it. 
 I thought it was interesting that Levin was enjoying the nature and quietness of it all so much that he was annoyed by his own voice when answering Oblonsky.
"'Yes, I hear it,' answered Levin, reluctantly breaking the stillness
with his voice, which sounded disagreeable to himself. 'Now it’s
coming!'"
Edit
So I totally butchered The Great Bear story. Zeus lusts after a nymph named Callisto. Zeus rapes her and Callisto gives birth to Arcas. Hera is pissed and turns Callisto into a bear. Arcas runs into Callisto, while she is in bear form, almost kills her but Zeus intervenes and whisks them both into the sky. Callisto is The Great Bear constellation.


    


    
        SnoozealarmSunflower (+2)

        Ahh— thank you for the explanation of the Great Bear story! Still not sure what it represents here, but helpful to know nonetheless!


    


    
        Pythias (+2)

        My pleasure. I used to be well versed in Greek mythology because it was one of my favorite subjects. But I couldn't remember this one.
I'm sure there's a connect. I just can't piece it together.


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+3)

        I always loved the mythology too. Not sure that’s where Tolstoy is going here though. The bear is often seen as a symbol for Russia. And thinking on it further… I think maybe they’re just stars.


    


    
        Pythias (+2)

        I'm reading too much into it. Lol. 
That is interesting. I didn't know that The Great Bear is a symbol for Russia.


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+3)

        Not the Great Bear, just the bear. They must have a lot of them there. https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Russian_Bear


    


    
        Pythias (+2)

        This is so cool and cute!! Thank you for sharing.


    


    
        scholasta (+2)

        Levin didn’t seem all that perturbed by the news about Kitty? I’m unclear what happened there


    

Part 2 - Chapter 16

    Discussion from r/yearofannakarenina (2023)

 What do you make of Levin being pleased to hear Kitty is suffering?
 Why did Levin cut off the conversation as soon as Stiva brought up Vronsky?
 What did you think of Levin’s handling of the merchant? To what degree do you think was he right about him trying to rip off Stiva? (to quote Ander’s better-worded question: “Did Oblonsky get a bad deal, or was Levin just grumpy?”)
 What did you think of the description of the character of Ryabinin? Why do you think Tolstoy gave so many details of his clothing?
* Anything else you'd like to discuss?
Final line:


“Well, well....”



15 Comments


    
        [deleted] (+1)

        I don’t really think Kitty’s heart was broken because she loved Vronsky. I think it was because she was fooled-she observed the ball scene, and she was angry at everyone else that convinced her to turn down Levin and pursue this man, who didn’t give a flying damn about her. Of course, now it occurs to her Levin would be much better-but she considers herself trapped. Of course, everyone else thinks it because of Vronsky, and Levin, when learning of her suffering, his mind naturally goes to himself, and how turning him down hurt her. However, upon hearing Vronsky’s name, that challenges that idea he had, and consequently he gets grumpy and cross, and bitter.


    


    
        coltee_cuckoldee (+2)

        It just confirmed my previous beliefs about Levin. He's not in love with her, he just views her as a conquest and is embarrassed that he failed in his own eyes.
I don't think Levin is jealous of Vronsky as a person. He doesn't consider himself to be inferior to Vronsky. He's just pissed off as Kitty has given Vronsky the love/attention that Levin considers himself entitled to.
Levin knows things around the countryside so I do think he was correct when he stated that Oblonsky was ripped off. Oblonsky is clearly not fiscally smart. He's in so much debt, he could have put a bit more effort in selling the property to pay off his loans.
Ryabinin is clearly a cunning man. He was able to fool Oblonsky by buying off the merchants. I think Tolstoy provided so many descriptions of Ryabinin's clothing to provide a contrast to Levin's simple clothing (we know Levin is a simple man so he's probably dressed practically for country work). It also showed that Ryabinin is well off- he's able to afford such fancy clothing.


    


    
        helenofyork (+2)

        Oblonsky cannot leave without cash in his pocket, even if he is selling it cheap! He must be completely broke!


    


    
        coltee_cuckoldee (+2)

        I completely did not think of this. If this is true, I'm surprised that he told Levin that the sale was low priority. I wonder if he actually did not care much about the amount he would get as long as he would get something or if he was just buttering Levin up (he said that the main reason for the visit was to meet Levin) as he was in a bad mood.


    


    
        helenofyork (+2)

        I reread the passage in part 1, chapter 3: "This wood had to be sold;..."(It's the wife he cheated on who owned that wood and he sold it cheap!!!)
Maybe I was projecting but Stepan's lifestyle is poverty-making. I think Levin who is a finance expert at heart knows this subconsciously. Dolly frets that even after their reconciliation and his "penance" Stepan stills spends all his evenings out.
In part 2, chapter 2, Dolly frets that "...but Stepan Arkadyich was almost never at home, there was almost never any money in the house..."
Stepan is poor! Or will be soon.


    


    
        coltee_cuckoldee (+2)

        I completely forgot that he was selling Dolly's property. I just hope that Dolly can move back in with her parents after Stepan blows all his money away.
I found it weird that he's selling her property. Was it given to him as a dowry or is it actually in her name and she just entrusted him to make the sale?


    


    
        NACLpiel (+4)

        I really enjoyed this chapter. When Tolstoy had Levin gaining satisfaction from Kitty's poor health I had to re-read the sentence because of it's honesty: Levin has that wonderful German word Schaudenfreuda. To my shame I too have experienced this private emotion towards those I love (and not love).
My stand-out moment was Levin calling Stiva out as a Bullshit Artist:


Levin smiled contemptuously. 'I know this manner,' he thought, 'not his only, but all townsmen's, who visit the country two or three times in ten years, get hold of two or three expressions, use them in and out of season, and are firmly convinced they know everything. "Timber", and "yield ten sachems". He uses these words but understands nothing about the business.'

The limitations and source of misunderstandings derived from words seems to be a common theme for Tolstoy. Indeed, beware the smooth talker. And in the end Ryabinin gets his just deserts and gets ripped off.
The other moment of interest for me what when Levin asks Stiva why he was in such a hurry for the transactions and Stiva replies, "What d'you mean?. said Oblonsky with surprise. "Why, I've given my word.' Business clearly benefits from misguided ideas of honour.


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+3)

        Yes, schadenfreude, exactly. Thanks for identifying it; I think pretty much everyone can relate.
I don't think Ryabinin got ripped off though; he was just forced to stick with the deal he'd already agreed to with Stiva. According to Levin, that was a very good deal for Ryabinin, not so good for Stiva. And I'm not totally convinced "honour" was the complete explanation for being in a hurry to complete the transaction. Back at the start of the book, we learned that Stiva has a lot of debts, and also that he was eager to sell the forest, which was on property owned by his wife. I'm thinking he really needs the money.


    


    
        NACLpiel (+2)

        oops, I got Ryabinin & Stiva confused - Stiva got ripped off. Your point that Stiva desperate for money and keen for transaction on that, rather than honour, basis is a better explanation.


    


    
        Pythias (+3)

         I thought it was a bit too vindictive on his part. But I guess it shows how much pain he really was in when Kitty broke his heart. 
 Cause now Levin's not just envious of Vronsky but has more reason to hate him because he broke Kitty's heart and is now the reason Kitty is so sick. 
 Levin had just talked about how he constantly hunts in said forest. I would take his word in really knowing the true value of the forest. 
 I'm assuming to show that he's a rich greedy man.


    


    
        DernhelmLaughed (+3)

         Levin might be feeling spiteful pleasure that Kitty is suffering just as he did. But mixed in there is the relief that Kitty is not married yet. Hope springs eternal?
 Vronsky's name probably still has the ability to sting Levin. Vronsky had won Kitty's affections at one point, and Levin is still jealous.
 I thought that Oblonsky's deal with Ryabinin served as yet another example of Stiva's carelessness. Stiva has made a bad deal because he is too lazy to find out the value of the forest, and not streetwise enough to figure out the market rate. And when Levin says he will buy it, Stiva's selective honor pops up and he refuses to go back on his promise to sell the forest to Ryabinin. Stiva is a man of his word to this merchant, but not to his wife?
 Levin's commentary about the implications of the forest sale might be a broader statement about the shift in the Russian class system. Ryabinin's savvy purchase means his children have a living off the forest, whereas Stiva's kids may not have the same financial security because their father was too foolish and careless to secure it for them.


    


    
        helenofyork (+2)

        

Levin's commentary about the implications of the forest sale might be a broader statement about the shift in the Russian class system. Ryabinin's savvy purchase means his children have a living off the forest, whereas Stiva's kids may not have the same financial security because their father was too foolish and careless to secure it for them.

This.
Oblonsky has baby after baby but is still determined to live life as he sees fit. Women, wine and song. His children will be poor(er). Or, maybe he is sure they'd "marry well" and avoid poverty.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+4)

        - Arg. This was really gross to me and immature of him pleased to hear her suffering. Given that he didn’t seem to really understand that it was heartache due to Vronsky since he cut off that conversation later.  He must have thought her actually ill and been pleased.
- Seems like the merchant was trying to take advantage of him and bargaining him down until Levin called his bluff.
- I found the character to be a little smarmy based on the descriptions and his business dealings of fixing bids. Even the name of land speculator rings of opportunistic greed. But his clothes led me to believe he was very successful at what he does and so obviously pretty good at finding people to take advantage.


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+3)

        “He was pleased that there was still hope, and still more pleased that she should be suffering who had made him suffer so much.”
That seems like a pretty natural reaction when the wound isn't yet healed. At least he's somewhat ashamed of feeling that way.
I suppose Levin doesn't want to think about Vronsky. If he hadn't been cut short, I wonder if Stiva would have told about the role his sister played.
I am positive Levin was right. Ryabinin was trying to modify the deal so he'd pay even less, but he cut that off fast and finalized the existing deal when Levin said if the agreement wasn't final, he himself would buy the forest. I hope Stiva realized Levin was right, but he was probably too invested in his belief in himself as a sharp businessman to admit it.
Ryabinin is certainly not someone I'd want to know, based on Levin's description of his business practices, including paying other potential bidders to stay away. Tolstoy gives a vivid description of him and of his clothing, which I'm sure would have meant something to contemporary readers, but it's lost on me. I also didn't get the significance of his appearing to seek the "holy picture," but not crossing himself.


    


    
        helenofyork (+3)

        

. I also didn't get the significance of his appearing to seek the "holy picture," but not crossing himself.

I think - like many a common swindler - he wants to put on a pious face. "I'm a good and pious man. I don't steal from people." Ryabinin is gross.


    

Part 2 - Chapter 17

    Discussion from r/yearofannakarenina (2023)

 What is driving Levin's grumpiness?
 What do you think about Levin's views on social classes, aristocracy, and the change going on around him?
 What did you think of Stiva’s offer for Levin to come with him back to Moscow? Will Levin take it?
 Stiva's laid-back personality provides a nice contrast to the more intense Levin. Do you think anything will happen in the course of the novel to make him change, or does his character serve to measure changes in others?
* Anything else you'd like to discuss?
Final line:


"Splendid idea."

See you all on Monday!


8 Comments


    
        Pythias (+2)

         I think it's a matter of everything. Ryabinin's terrible deal, Kitty rejecting Levin and on top of that finding out that Kitty is ill because Vronsky rejected her, I think it all makes for a perfectly bad mood on Levin's part. 
 Levin's views come off as snobby to me. He considers himself an aristocrat because his family is self made and Vronsky isn't because his family is not self made. Y'all got money who cares what how high you are in your class. I don't get it, nor do I really care for it. Levin did just come off as snobby to me here. 
 I hope Levin takes Stiva up on his offer. I don't like the age difference between Levin and Kitty but I do think they'd be happy together and I want both of them to be happy. 
 I don't respect Stiva but he's laid-back personality is so much preferable than Levin's. Levin needs to take a page out of Stiva's book and just relax from time to time.


    


    
        helenofyork (+2)

        Ryabinin is a cheat. When people like that gain power and wealth they crush all those under them in a way that classic nobility cannot conceive. Aristocracy connotes a certain sense of honor.


    


    
        coltee_cuckoldee (+2)

        The fact that Kitty had her heart broken by Vronsky seems to be driving Levin's grumpiness. He's annoyed that someone other than him had the power to do so. He sounds very entitled here.
Levin's views are very problematic. As long as he lives comfortably, I don't understand why he cares if people who he views as beneath him rise higher and higher. Who is Levin to dictate who must earn a certain amount of money or possess a certain tract of land? However, his views weren't very surprising as we've seen how he was previously annoyed by that Frenchwoman when he was at lunch with Stiva. His comments on Vronsky's parents/ancestors were unnecessary. He seems to consider himself entitled to certain things (like Kitty's love) just because he belongs to the nobility. His comment on people who can be bought seems to be an insult to Stiva (although he's a pig, he's been nothing but nice to Levin).
I think Levin will reject the offer currently but he will go to Moscow to meet Kitty (he'll again act like he made the trip to meet Stiva and not Kitty).
I prefer Stiva's personality to Levin's. Stiva is at least jovial and seems to be fun to be around (as long as you're not his wife or kid). I think Levin might loosen up in the future and I hope he loses a few of his problematic views.
Favorite line (don't agree with the content but love the way it's written): "We are aristocrats and not those who can only exist by favor of the powerful of this world, and who can be bought for twopence halfpenny."


    


    
        DernhelmLaughed (+2)

        It was interesting to see the jumbled mess of contradictions that is Levin's take on who is deserving of wealth, and the resources that come with it. Why is the nobility more deserving of dividends from their capital investments than the untitled merchant class? It really boils down to the fact that Levin himself is from the noble class, and he will perform mental gymnastics to prove that nobility is deserving of their exalted position.
Levin ascribes wonderful qualities to his ancestors, and this is his justification for his class' superiority over scrappy nobodies like the Vronskys who climbed up from the muck. And then Levin goes on to say his own family would never have curried favor with anyone, or depended on anyone, which seems unlikely to be true. Levin then goes on to complain that the "innocence" of the nobility is being taken advantage of by the savvier merchant class who are buying the nobles' property for an unfair price. Why are these much stupider nobles like Stiva, who cannot be bothered to even count the trees in their forest to ascertain the forest's worth, be put above the cleverer people of the lower classes who have the ambition to succeed, and can figure out how to do so.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+2)

        Oh boy… Levin is turning out to be someone I am not as fond of anymore. I was rooting for him and Kitty. Not sure anymore.
I would love to read more background on the social classes and changes going on at the time if anyone has suggestions?
Levin thrives on being in a different social class. He considers himself aristocracy and nobility. He doesn’t consider Vronsky aristocracy because his father was self made.  It’s interesting to think about in modern times. Or maybe not. Maybe those with generations of wealth are still snobby about it to the new money folks.
It’s funny how Kitty’s mom seemed to feel the opposite about which man is a good match for Kitty.  She didn’t care about the old family money just his position in society.
The peasants are buying land and working. Which Levin supports. But it seems he thinks the tricksters are taking advantage of the lack of knowledge of the nobility in the sales and impoverishing them.
I don’t think Levin is ready to go back to Moscow. He may eventually get over his hurt feelings but I was disappointed to see how deeply he is mad at Kitty.
Side note - my final line was “Capital.” And I couldn’t figure out what it meant. Now I get it.


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+3)

        I don't get the nuances of rank in society either. Vronsky has a title (Count) and Levin apparently does not, despite being part of the aristocracy/nobility. That may be why Kitty's mother preferred Vronsky, in addition to his wealth. Stiva is a Prince, but not particularly wealthy.
I wasn't sure whether Levin disapproved of Vronsky's father just because he was self made or if he got rich through some shady dealings.


    


    
        NACLpiel (+4)

        I'm getting strong Great Gatsby themed vibes here. If books are made from books I wonder if Scott Fitzgerald read this chapter with interest.


    


    
        SnoozealarmSunflower (+4)

        - He claims that it is the ordeal with Stiva and the selling of the wood, but I think it is really because of the news of Kitty. His proposal was turned down, which was already upsetting him, and then the fact that he has found out her heart was ultimately broken by the one she turned him down for makes him feel even worse.
- He is conservative. He does not like the ideal of the the classes mixing, and doesn’t like the “nouveau riche”. He believes the noblemen should come from a long line of noblemen. He is also upset at the thought of noblemen being swindled because of their own ignorance… this is interesting to me, as it is in-line with American politics, where it is usually the people living in rural areas that are conservative while those in cities are more liberal.
- I do not think Levin will go to Moscow. He is clearly still upset about Kitty, and he seems to be enjoying his time back in the country too much to leave again without a compelling reason.
- He is one of the first characters we meet and I think serves as a measure for other characters throughout the novel. He is a connection between the Levin story and the Anna story.


    

Part 2 - Chapter 18

    Discussion from r/yearofannakarenina (2023)

 What do you think of Vronsky’s dedication to his regiment, regardless of whatever is going on in his private life?
 Why does Vronsky feel he has to keep his love for Anna secret from members of his regiment?
 What do you think of the reaction of different people in society to the affair, and the difference in potential consequences for Anna and Vronsky?
 What is your opinion about the young women, waiting for Anna to fall? What will it take for the tide of public opinion to finally turn, and will this happen soon?
 What do you think of the reaction of Vronsky's mother? She is trying to get him to come and see her -- what do you think she has planned? Do you think she will intervene?
 What do you think of Tolstoy now introducing horse races into the narrative?
* Anything else you'd like to discuss?
Final line:


On the contrary, he needed a pursuit and an enthusiasm independent of his love affair, so that he could refresh himself and recuperate from the excessively strong feelings coursing through him.



15 Comments


    
        DernhelmLaughed (+3)

        Anna stands to lose a lot in this liaison with Vronsky, but there's very little down side for Vronsky.


    


    
        coltee_cuckoldee (+2)

        It's a good thing that Vronsky is able to concentrate and do well in his career. He's clearly respected by his peers so I'm a bit worried that the town people will support him if the affair becomes public knowledge.
I don't think he's trying to keep the affair a secret as people are already aware of it. I think he just likes to keep love and work separate. Vronsky's personal and professional sides differ greatly. I don't think his co-workers would be pleased with the company he keeps (we met his friends in the last few chapters of Part 1).
This is what I was worried of. Vronsky's co-workers clearly like him and will probably support him if anything goes down. Anna seems to have made a lot of enemies. There are a lot of people waiting for her to go down. I think if the affair becomes public knowledge, people will support Vronsky (mainly due to misogyny: they might consider him to be a young man having fun with/being seduced by a married woman).
I'm not surprised to read about this. A lot of people seem to be supportive when you're on a high but they're secretly praying for your downfall. They just cannot currently declare their dislike outright as she's publicly liked. I think the public will turn against Anna but I'm unsure if it will happen soon as the book has 6 more parts.
I was surprised that Vronsky's mom accepted the affair and was even pleased by it. I didn't expect her to be shocked by the immorality of it as she herself did sleep around a lot but I was expecting her initial reaction to be either shock or displeasure. I think Vronsky's mother will try to intervene as she seems to be worried about the public opinion of her son.
Since Vronsky has already been confirmed to be participating in the races, I think we might get to see Anna over there. They might have another interaction and Karenin (if he comes) will be clueless as ever.
Favorite lines: "he needed occupation and distraction quite apart from his love, so as to recruit and rest himself from the violent emotions that agitated him"


    


    
        helenofyork (+3)

        I enjoy the fact that Vronsky's mother becomes displeased when she realizes that it is not a cold-hearted affair but one of deep passion. It's wrong all the same but Vronsky really does love and obsess over Anna in turn. A sophisticated woman like his mother knows immediately that this will lead to Vronsky's ruin. It would have been one thing if it was just sex and diversion but the heart and emotions are involved and "Mama Vronsky" is not having it!


    


    
        coltee_cuckoldee (+2)

        Even if it does lead him to ruin, I'm sure Vronsky's situation won't be as bad as Anna's. She'll be banished from society because she cheated on her husband and I'm sure her kid will be taken away from her. We've also seen some women get excited over the fact that Anna might run out of luck soon.


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+2)

        I don't think his co-workers care about his private side, if you mean the fraternity-house atmosphere we saw at his home. The disreputable Petritsky is a lieutenant, probably in the same company, and is Vronsky's close friend. Plus there was a cavalry captain at Vronsky's place when he got home from Moscow, and they were rather cold to each other. If there were rumors to spread that would hurt Vronsky's reputation in the regiment, they'd probably come from someone like that.
Good point about the races. There will probably be an audience, and Anna would surely want to be there. Another opportunity for drama.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+2)

        - It makes sense that the young men are envious of his mistress being in high society and the young women are just waiting to sling mud while those greater and older are upset waiting for the scandal to unfold. I don’t see a way Anna comes out looking anything but bad in this situation no matter how things unfold while Vronsky ends up okay in any scenario.
- Vronsky’s mother doesn’t surprised me. Seems like society approves of having a son with a mistress. I guess given this lens that his mom is right in wanting him to have one that helps him get into high society but doesn’t want him to sacrifice his career for what will ultimately be unrequited love. I think she will try to talk some sense into him.  Who will try to talk to Anna?


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+4)

        I admit I don't like reading much of anything positive about Vronsky, and he doesn't seem to have much of a conscience regarding women, but he's obviously a good officer and wants to do well for his men and his fellow officers. We'll probably never find out why he chose the military as a career, but it would be interesting to know.
His personal image is that of a hard drinking, partying man's man, whose affairs to date are with women of the "demi-monde." Admitting he was actually in love, and with an aristocratic married woman, would not be good for that image and would be somewhat embarrassing, perhaps lowering the respect the others have for him.
I wasn't surprised by the reaction of the various society folk, except for the young women waiting for Anna to fail. I don't understand why they dislike her.
And of course Countess Vronskaya isn't pleased. She wants her son to do what other people do, and keep his affairs light. Turning down a good opportunity to stay close to Anna means this affair is more than that. She'll probably speak to him sternly, without much effect; we already know Vronsky isn't exactly close to his mother. Maybe he thinks her own history and many affairs isn't something he wants to emulate.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+2)

        Good points on why Vronksy doesn’t want to tell his regiment. I hadn’t thought of that.


    


    
        Pythias (+4)

         I do like the fact that he seems to keep his private life and work life separate. He doesn't even allow himself the to become so drunk that he may loose with his tongue. I don't like Vronsky but I respect that aspect of him. 
 Maybe to protect her (though since everyone knows I don't know how much protection it may provide) and so he doesn't have to hear any talk of what the members of the regiment may think about Anna. 
 I found it interesting that Vronsky's mother had different attitudes of the affair. First she was "pleased at it, because nothing to her mind gave such a finishing touch to a brilliant young man as a liaison in the highest society" but then "she learned that great personages were displeased with him on this account...that from all she could learn of this connection it was not that brilliant, graceful, worldly liaison which she would have welcomed, but a sort of Wertherish, desperate passion..." 
I don't know how an affair leads to improving a man's reputation in high socitey but it seems it didn't go that way for Vronsky and now that it doesn't look that way Vronsky's mother is not happy about the situation. I wonder if she'll blame Vronsky for this or just take it out on Anna. I also wonder if mentioning Wertherish, if Tolstoy is hinting that this affair will end in someone's suicide. If so I'm predicting Anna's over Vronsky.
 I have no idea but I know she doesn't approve and I'm curious to see if she will take it out on Anna or hold both Vronsky and Anna accountable. 
* I honestly didn't think much of it. But I feel like Tolstoy has much respect for animals.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+4)

        Ah, I didn’t know what the Wether reference meant but after some research, I think you may be right. The only way this love triangle will have Anna come out looking okay is if Vronsky or Alexei dies. So interesting. I was thinking earlier about how this was the only way to uphold her reputation.


    


    
        NACLpiel (+3)

        The 'Wertherish' mention jumped out for me too. I think this is a foreshadow. Any help on another mention: Vronsky's brother keeps a 'ballet girl' and is therefore 'lenient'?


He did not distinguish what kind of love it was, great or small, passionate or passionless, guilty or pure (he himself, the father of a family, kept a ballet girl, and was therefore lenient in these matters

I imagine the older brother would disapprove of this sordid behaviour. But I am confused how lenient & ballet girl are associated.
Tolstoy does a great job here showing the range of attitudes towards this social transgression. From the young girls who wait with delicious glee to see little Miss Virtue get publicly dirtied to the older and high society folk who are just sad about what is to come. Vronsky's mother seems like a piece of work with her opinions.
All in all, Tolstoy has not given us any crumbs suggestive of absolution and forgiveness. I sense downfall.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+3)

        I took the reference to his brother to mean that the brother kept a ballet girl (meaning a mistress who was a ballerina) and was therefore lenient in matters of having affairs/mistresses.  But in the case of Vronksy he was disapproving because “…he knew that this love affair was viewed with displeasure by those whom it was necessary to please…”
(I am unclear to whom he refers)? Unless it is the ‘certain great personages’ who are displeased about the pending scandal and that Vronsky is not taking his promotion.


    


    
        Pythias (+2)

        Oh I didn't think of it this way and I really like this perspective.


    


    
        NACLpiel (+2)

        that makes sense. There is probably a hierarchy of who you can have an affair with.


    


    
        Pythias (+2)

        I only know about the reference because of my footnotes. But yes I really think there was a reason Tolstoy mentions it.


    

Part 2 - Chapter 19

    Discussion from r/yearofannakarenina (2023)

 Vronsky's other passion is horses, and he is due to ride in the officers' steeplechase race, and is therefore watching his weight.  How do you think he will perform?
 Alexei is said to have been abroad, and Vronsky and Anna have not seen each other for a couple of days, then Anna promises to meet him today. What do you think is going on in the Karenin household at the moment?
 What do you think of Vronsky’s friend Yashvin?
 What did you think about Vronsky's rudeness to the two officers who interrupted his meal?
* Anything else you'd like to discuss?
Final line:


And he went off with Vronsky.



11 Comments


    
        coltee_cuckoldee (+2)

        I think he'll perform well. We've already seen that Vronsky is quite good at keeping his personal and professional lives apart.
I think Karernin might have gone abroad for work-related reasons. I think Karenin might be getting more and more suspicious of Anna but he's probably unsure how to approach this topic with her (and she's probably gaslighting him again).
Yashvin seems like a person who'd be fun to be around if you don't spend that much time with him. He's probably a nightmare to live with and his unmarried lifestyle suits him. He seems to be just the type of person Vronsky would like to hang around with.
It's clear that the two officers were not respected by both Vronsky and Yashvin. Both Vronsky and Yashvin seem to have high positions in the military and that's probably why the felt comfortable disrespecting the other two officers. Also, it seemed like this isn't the first time Vronsky's been rude to them.
Favorite line: " ... a man not not merely without moral principles, but of immoral principles."


    


    
        SnoozealarmSunflower (+2)

        I think Vronsky is typically good (given Yashvin’s bet), but being distracted by Anna is going to have a negative effect on his racing.
The Karenin household is probably very similar to how we left it. Anna continuing to behave however she wants and acting like nothing is wrong, while Alexei isn’t sure how to handle the situation to continues to also awkwardly behave like nothing is wrong. He may have gone abroad to just escape the whole thing.
Yashvin seems like a character we are supposed to be against, with his “immoral principles”.


    


    
        DernhelmLaughed (+2)

         What about the crushing weight of his love for Anna?
 If everyone in town knows of their love affair, does this change Anna's public behavior? 
 I wonder if Yashvin's tacit understanding emboldens Vronsky to act on his impulses. It seems less foolhardy when someone understands his feelings for Anna.
 Rude and prickly towards anyone approaching him. Very on-brand behavior for Vronsky.
* Gosh, these officers seem to have a ton of leisure time, don't they?


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+3)

        I love how Vronsky has been eating all Keto to keep down his weight for the race. Hopefully if he survives Anna’s house, he will do well.
Vronsky going to Anna’s seems like a very bad idea.  Very bad.
I had to chuckle at the translation for what I assume to be their love making:


He had had his last interview with her at his cousin Betsy’s summer villa.

Yashvin seems to be the worst of his friends based on the description - YIKES this passage says it all about Vronsky.


…a man not merely without moral principles, but of immoral principles, Yashvin was Vronsky’s greatest friend in the regiment.”



    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+3)

        Vronsky must be good or Yashvin wouldn't have bet heavily on him. He'll probably win unless Tolstoy has something else in mind.
I expect the Karenin household is as uncomfortable as it was when we saw it last. Anna is distant and Alexei doesn't know how to proceed. Interesting that Vronsky is also named Alexei.
Yashvin is a man of "immoral principles" and also Vronsky's closest friend. Vronsky believes Yashvin would understand the true nature of his love for Anna. I don't.
The two officers provided an odd interlude, and Yashvin referred to them as "the inseparables." Something a little creepy about that. Vronsky clearly didn't consider them worthy of respect. Perhaps they're something of a joke in the regiment.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+2)

        I agree the two officers were a bit off with the pushy, bulky-like big one deferring to the younger one on wine. Seemed a little out of character for him.


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+3)

        He's pushy to Vronsky but submissive to the young officer fresh out of military school, following him to the billiard room. Elderly officer likes young boys.


    


    
        helenofyork (+2)

        The weight passage is fascinating! It’s important but surprising to me to read. Theirs is a world where horses and horse-racing was important. There is a lot to take in there.
I would be surprised if Alexei and Anna were not fighting at home. Her husband must surely know he is a public cuckold.


    


    
        Pythias (+6)

         Vronsky seems distracted about his situation with Anna but also seems to put his thoughts aside and want to focus on the race. His friend Yashvin as placed a bit on him to win and seems confident about it. I'm guessing he'll do well, maybe even win. 
 I think that the wedge in the relationship is getting bigger and Alexei probably does know that there is something going on with Anna and Vronsky. Though I wonder if he knows how far it has gone. I feel so bad for Alexei still. 
 I already don't like him. Is that bad? He's said to hold his liquor well and be able to get away with minimal sleep. He's a gambler. And he is specifically described as a man with "bad principles."  How am I supposed to root for that? I already don't like him.
 I found it entertaining. But come on man, if you're putting off the vibes that you don't want to be bothered (sitting quietly with a book enjoying a meal) I can totally understand being snappy to someone bothering you at that point. I'm sure most of you can relate to being annoyed with someone interrupting your reading.


    


    
        SnoozealarmSunflower (+2)

        Also agree! I would definitely be snappy if someone tried to disturb me while I was clearly giving off “leave me in peace” vibes.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+2)

        I agree that he shouldn’t be blamed for being snappy when interrupted while reading alone. Totally me.


    

Part 2 - Chapter 21

    Discussion from r/yearofannakarenina (2023)

 What do you think about the overall description of the horse and the way Vronsky interacts with Frou-Frou?
 When standing at Mahotin’s horse, Vronsky says to the trainer “Don’t you think I want more thinning down?”. What does Vronsky mean with this sentence?
 How did you find the mood in this chapter?
 What do you think will happen with Vronsky and Anna? Will they stop lying? Will they turn their back on the society?
* Anything else you'd like to discuss?
Final line:


“Throw up everything, she and I, and hide ourselves somewhere alone with our love,” he said to himself.



12 Comments


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+3)

        - I found it interesting that he refers to the horses blood being the best indicator. Much like being an aristocrat like Levin said.
It sounds like Vronsky wants to run away with Anna and be in their love and passion together somewhere else.  A very romantic notion. This should be interesting…


    


    
        DernhelmLaughed (+3)

         Vronsky disregards warnings to leave the mare alone and to not agitate her, but he's insistent on checking her condition. Is this supposed to be a parallel to his boundary-stomping interest in an intimacy with Anna? Maybe I'm reading too much into it. The mare does seem to be described almost lovingly, as Vronsky might admire a beautiful woman like Anna.
 Vronsky, thinking of himself as a jockey, would want to be as light as possible.
 Tense, waiting for something to break. As soon as Vronsky gets in the carriage, the rain pours down and we are deluged with Vronsky's internal uncensored anxiety about Anna.
 It's such a lot to sacrifice - their status in society traded for this intense love affair. And Vronsky's secretly thinking other people's criticisms might be correct.
* I loved this line:


Vronsky caught a glimpse of a big chestnut horse with white legs. He knew that this was Gladiator, but, with the feeling of a man turning away from the sight of another man’s open letter, he turned round and went into Frou-Frou’s stall.



    


    
        EndAntique9407 (+1)

        I know I am 3 years late, but I noticed something similar to your first point. I found it interesting that Vronsky respects the "rule" in racing to not look at other men's horses, yet he doesn't show this same respect to the wives of other men, considering he has no issue getting involved with Anna, despite the societal rules being broken here.


    


    
        Pythias (+2)

         I loved it. I love animals and I think horses are beautiful. The description really showed not just a beautiful but a racing horse. Vronsky's relationship with the horse was just as beautifully described. He knew how to sooth her even though she was agitated. It was lovely. 
 I'm pretty sure Vronsky is referring to weight. The trainer mentioned that what matters is "riding and on pluck". But Vronsky seems to believe that weight has to do with it as well (and I'm inclined to believe him). 
 I like this chapter because I found it soothing. That's not to say that I think that the mood is soothing; between the mare's agitation and Vronsky's state of mind, it kind of feels like a calm before a storm. I felt like Vronsky had a good chance at winning the race but now I feel that things are going to start going down hill for him starting with the race. 
 I feel that Vronsky is finally entertaining the thought of leaving Anna. "And for the first time the idea clearly presented itself that it was essential to put an end to this false position, and the sooner the better." But I think he's going to be reluctant to do it soon. I doubt they will stop lying and sneaking around. I don't think that they will turn their back on  society, I think it's too late for that.


    


    
        coltee_cuckoldee (+3)

        Vronsky seems to treat his horse really well. I liked the passage when he tries to comfort her when she's agitated.
Vronsky was concerned about his weight earlier so I think he was referring to that. He probably needs to be in better shape to win this race.
I enjoyed this chapter but I get a feeling that something bad is going to happen at the races. The horse seems so nervous and Vronsky disregarded the trainer's advice on staying away from the horse, I got a really bad feeling.
I think something bad will happen between Vronsky and Anna. Perhaps they will have their very first argument or their affair might be outed. I don't think they'll stop lying. They have had an emotional affair for nearly a year so they're both too deep in this. I don't think they'll have to turn their backs on society as the last few paragraphs indicated that Vronsky might try to dump Anna. I wonder if she'll have an emotional breakdown similar to that of Kitty.


    


    
        Pythias (+2)

        

as the last few paragraphs indicated that Vronsky might try to dump Anna. I wonder if she'll have an emotional breakdown similar to that of Kitty.

I totally agree. I really worry about how Anna will handle it.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+2)

        Interesting, I read this to mean that he wanted to end the false part of their love by coming out in the open so to speak. And to run off together and be alone in their love.
“Throw up everything, she and I, and hide ourselves somewhere alone with our love,”


    


    
        Pythias (+3)

        Yeah the last sentence through me off.
But the only ones they're really hiding it from is Alexei. Everyone else knows. They're not doing a good job of hiding it. Still though it makes so much sense what you're thinking. I believe you're absolutely right.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+2)

        Right - who are they really coming out to, besides Alexei. Either way should be interesting.


    


    
        coltee_cuckoldee (+2)

        That's an interesting take- I didn't even think about this. I read it as they would break up but continue to love one another.
This line convinced me about the break up: "... now she cannot be at peace and feel secure in her dignity, though she does not show it. Yes, we must put an end to it."


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+2)

        Ah, thanks, I see this interpretation now too. Tolstoy always giving some wiggle room in what we can expect. It should be interesting either way. I will get out my popcorn.


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+2)

        Based on this chapter I don't have a good feeling about the race.
It's a steeplechase, requiring well timed jumps. The horse is nervous, and wearing a muzzle presumably because she's prone to biting. She isn't especially familiar with Vronsky; this is apparently the first time he's seen her since she was brought in from England. Vronsky is out of sorts too, and the English trainer tells him “The great thing's to keep quiet before a race; don't get out of temper or upset about anything.” I don't think the trainer approves of Vronsky leaving almost immediately after spending just a few minutes with the horse, rather than staying to get her comfortable with him.
The "thinning down" remark must refer to his keto diet and concern with his weight. Maybe he thinks he's still too heavy for the mare.
To me, the mood is uncomfortable. Vronsky has too much on his mind.


    

Part 2 - Chapter 22

    Discussion from r/yearofannakarenina (2023)

 Were you surprised at the pregnancy?
 What will Anna do now, for whom will she decide?
 Why does thinking about Anna's son make Vronsky feel uncomfortable?
 Why does Anna feel that Betsy's affair is so much easier for her?
 What do you think that means?  Is it a portent?
 Anything else you'd like to discuss?
Final line:


"But we won’t talk of him."

See you on Monday!


15 Comments


    
        GigaChan450 (+4)

        WTF?! I had had this part (Anna's pregnancy) spoiled to me already beforehand (so that was a bummer), but I didn't expect it to happen this early! (just 205 pages in) So what will the next 700\~ pages gonna look like, then? Definitely changes my conception of the theme of this novel. My expectations of the plot of this book changes abruptly from a woman's inner demons and eventual succumbing to adulterous temptations, to a woman dealing with the aftermath of a scandal.


    


    
        helenofyork (+2)

        In that time - anywhere in the world - Anna's pregnancy places her and Vronsky in a dangerous position. Karenin could not beat Vronsky in a duel. Could they go to jail? Could Karenin sue Vronsky?
I was surprised to read that Anna's husband went away for "taking the waters." Has he given up on his marriage?
Anna is going to gain the baby and lose her firstborn son and that made me sad for her.


    


    
        coltee_cuckoldee (+3)

        Yes, I'm a bit surprised by the pregnancy since we're only in Part 2 of the book. They started their physical affair in the first chapter of the book and she's already pregnant?
I think Anna might leave her husband. This might cause problems as I'm unsure if she'll give up her child's custody.
Vronsky can see that the child understands that the relationship between him and his mother is inappropriate (he probably sensed this through the reactions of his father, nurse and other servants) but he's unable to define the relationship. He thinks the two of them are friends and therefore does not understand why this is wrong.
Anna seems to lead two lives- she's the respected wife of Karenin in front of others but with Vronsky, she's herself. I think she genuinely believes that she's a good person as she cares for her family and does not consider herself to be an adulterer since she's able to excuse her affair with Vronsky by bringing up the shortcomings of her husband. She does not consider these complex emotions for Betsy and just thinks of her as an adulterer and is therefore of the opinion that adultery is easier for Betsy.
Favorite lines: I loved the passage comparing Serezha's presence to a compass.


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+2)

        I've pretty much given up on trying to figure timelines in the Anna narrative. Tolstoy has (so far) been more detailed in indicating how much time has passed in the Levin story, but it isn't at all clear here; it might have been several months since they started a physical affair.


    


    
        coltee_cuckoldee (+2)

        I agree. I might be reaching here, but I gather from the way Levin's story has been described that Tolstoy sees him as a good character and will give him a happy ending. I don't think we'll see much change regarding Levin's attitude towards women and his narrow mindedness.


    


    
        Pythias (+4)

         Yes. I gasped out loud. 
 She's gotta decide what's best for the baby, right? Anna put herself in such a mess. 
 Kids are smarter than most adults give them credit for, and I completely buy that this is one of those situations. Anna's son is perceptive and he is definitely picking up on something between Anna and Vronsky.
 Probably because Betsy's affair isn't as serious as Anna's. It's clear that Anna loves Vronsky and that makes things complicated for her. 
* I think it is a sign that things are going to be bad for Anna and Vronsky. I think things are going to get a lot worse for the both of them.


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+3)

        I was shocked. Not as shocked as Vronsky probably was, but still. Here he is, coming in the back way (wearing a sword, must have been in uniform), thrilled to see his love, and he’s greeted with this. Yikes.
Anna may not have a decision to make. Karenin may throw her out. He’s tolerated the affair for however long, but this would be too much.
And of course it isn’t comfortable to think about Anna’s son. Vronsky (and Anna) would like to think their love is all that matters, and the child makes it clear that isn’t true.
Betsy’s affair is easier for her because she has a boy toy, not a serious lover. He’s probably a few rungs below her on the social ladder, and no one thinks it’s serious. If it ended, she’d find another. And either they aren’t having sex or she’s better at birth control.
I have wondered why Anna has just one child, especially compared to Dolly producing a child pretty much every year. Maybe before now she was careful with timing, and she got carried away with Vronsky.


    


    
        Pythias (+3)

        

I have wondered why Anna has just one child, especially compared to Dolly producing a child pretty much every year. Maybe before now she was careful with timing, and she got carried away with Vronsky.

Yes, I think you're on to something.


    


    
        DernhelmLaughed (+3)

         Pregnancy is not really a surprise outcome when there's a love affair. Though it is significant in that prior to this chapter we don't know the extent of Anna and Vronsky's involvement.
 She is not truly free to leave her husband. It is not clear if she is financially independent, or if she, as an unfaithful spouse, can get a divorce easily. I suspect that her husband could be vindictive and threaten to hold on to her son if she leaves. So Anna will be forced to choose between Vronsky and Seryozha.
 Seryozha has almost certainly seen through the charade, and Vronsky feels judged.
 Maybe other people's affairs always look easy from the outside? Also, Betsy seems far more easy-come easy-go, whereas Anna might think herself in the middle of a Grand Passion.
 Perhaps Betsy is meant to serve as a counterexample with her low-stakes love affairs.
 I loved this line:


​Forgive me for coming, but I couldn’t pass the day without seeing you,” he went on, speaking French, as he always did to avoid using the stiff Russian plural form, so impossibly frigid between them, and the dangerously intimate singular.



    


    
        scholasta (+2)

        Question: what birth control was available during this time and place? Was this bad luck or inevitable?


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+5)

        I Googled it -- saw some fairly primitive-looking condoms. Vronsky doesn't really seem much of a birth-control guy. Maybe they were using the rhythm method and hoping it worked.


    


    
        GigaChan450 (+2)

        at the very least, use the pull-out method, man. I never understand why people are shocked with unexpected and unwanted pregnancies


    


    
        NACLpiel (+6)

        The confusing predicament these two adults have placed on the innocent child is so well observed by Tolstoy. I think we are really beginning to see the fallout from this social digression. It is interesting that not all infidelities are equal. Anna's husband did warn her that her son might be part of the collateral damage of her actions and we are seeing that play out now.


    


    
        scholasta (+3)

        Yes, the section from Seryozha’s perspective was utterly harrowing, and very true to life I would think


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+3)

        I was surprised at the pregnancy. It really forces some decisions.
It’s a lot to give up her stability and place in society for love/passion. Especially when her children are considered. But it also is hard for her to remain in a loveless marriage and have everyone in society know what she has done. Vronsky hasn’t proven himself able to provide for her or her children so I don’t know how she will be able to choose him.
It was also heart breaking to hear the thoughts on Anna’s son. He will ultimately be impacted heavily. His presence reminds Vronsky of his guilt of the impact to Anna and her family.
It seems others are able to have affairs that are just light and not so deeply tied to passion. Betsy can have her main life and something on the side. Whereas Anna doesn’t seem to want/like her main life so therein lies her issue.


    

Part 2 - Chapter 23

    Discussion from r/yearofannakarenina (2023)

 Do you think Anna's predictions of her husband's response will prove correct?
 If Anna is determined not to tell her husband of her pregnancy to Vronsky, what do you think she will do?
 What do you think of Anna’s tendency to put off talking or thinking about difficult subjects?
 It seems even Vronsky sometimes finds himself on the receiving end of that wry side of Anna that her husband has been getting ever since he inquired about the affair. What do you make of that?
 Anna is concerned for her son in this chapter, especially after Vronsky brings up the idea of running away. What do you think of this concern? Is her son, do you think, the chief thing preventing her from considering it -- does she care about her reputation in society at this point?
 The plot's been revolving around the horse race since Chapter 18. What do you suppose is going to, or not going to, happen there?
* Anything else you'd like to discuss?
Final line:


Vronsky, looking at his watch, went away hurriedly.



24 Comments


    
        Pythias (+2)

         I'm kind of envious of that level of concentration. I wish I could handle my emotions half as well.
 I'm assuming this is not the first time that Vronsky's done a race like this. I'm guess it's his thing. People do all sorts of crazy things even as parents.
 So little words exchanged yet so much tension. I'm interested to see where they pick up the conversation after the race.
 I' don't care if he wins or loses (that's a lie I want him to lose) but more importantly, I do want him to be safe. I don't want him to get hurt even though I dislike him.
* My favorite part of the beginning of this race was Makhotin running in hot with Gladiator. What an entrance.


    


    
        LiteraryReadIt (+4)

        This is CHAPTER 24, not 23.
So 23 is Anna and Vronsky talking outside and 24 is Vronsky visiting his brother and getting ready for the horse race.


    


    
        coltee_cuckoldee (+4)

        Vronsky's very good at focusing on the task in front of him. This is probably why he has a successful professional life.
Vronsky's participation in the races was decided prior to his finding out about Anna's pregnancy. If he drops out now, people might be surprised as he doesn't seem like a person to back down at the last moment. They might even be able to connect it to Anna's pregnancy in the future (unless she has an abortion). He also seems stubborn and hell-bent on proving himself so I'd be surprised if he did back down.
They're clearly not close to one another and Vronsky seems to get along way better with his friends and colleagues.
I think Oblonsky might bet on Vronsky (and go into further debt if he loses!). I think Vronsky will be losing this race. We have seen way too many instances of Frou-Frou being nervous and Vronsky just found out that he's about to become a father to an illegitimate child. He's also late to the races and this probably just adds to his stress. I wonder if his reputation will go down if he loses this race as it seems like a lot of people are betting on him.


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+4)

        Good thought about Stiva. He probably did bet on Vronsky.


    


    
        DernhelmLaughed (+5)

         There's a sense of mania in Vronsky's actions. For a man who courts risk, you'd think he'd thrive under pressure. But no, the racing is a mere distraction from his anxiety about Anna.
 I wouldn't say he's looking for a way out, but it's more like the restless anxiety of a man awaiting a decision that will change his life.
 All I took from the exchange was: Alexander and Alexey are two different Vronsky brothers? Could the parents think of no other names?
 I am struck again by the amount of leisure time these officers seems to have at their disposal.


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+5)

        I thought the same on the names. I have the same question for Tolstoy actually— giving the same name to Anna’s husband and her lover.


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+2)

        It took him some time and a fast ride to be able to focus on the race. He knows he’d better do that if he’s to have any success. Anna is still on his mind though; he keeps looking forward to the “blissful interview” that night. (This is the second time we’ve seen that word used for their encounters. The word in the original Russian must have a different connotation than it does to us.)
I’m sure Vronsky recognizes the danger but I’m also sure he’s not yet thinking of himself as an “expectant father” with responsibilities. He may also (like most people) not really think anything bad will happen.)
The meeting with his brother was our first real introduction to Alexander. (Count Kirill Vronsky named his sons Alexander and Alexei? How unimaginative.)
Alexander is described as handsomer than his brother with a red nose and an open, drunken-looking face. Doesn’t sound all that handsome to me, but no accounting for taste.
Alexei pretty much cut him off, not wanting to discuss the matter at all. And Alexander recognized that further discussion would go nowhere, so he just said read the letter and concentrate on the race now. But this discussion has delayed Alexei further in getting to his horse, and likely cut some of his pre-race routine short. None of this bodes well for the race.
Also: what did Alexander mean by “Yes, but if so, you may as well cut the service…”? Vronsky cut him off there — but was that a reference to military service and impact on his career?


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+3)

        Tolstoy did a great job of capturing all the anxiety tension and chaos before the race. I was getting nervous just reading it. I can only imagine how Vronksy felt just before the race being confronted with his brother (passing on mom’s concerns); Stiva (of course he shows up); and then someone pointing out that Anna’s husband is looking for her. Whew!


    


    
        NACLpiel (+3)

        I laughed at how rather than arrive at the race in a calm state of mind Tolstoy has Vronsky race off for a 5 minute meeting with a friend, and then as you mention, become increasingly harassed. But, of course, despite running behind time Vronsky will not hurry himself. Great image of someone giving the pretence of having everything under control but internally on the absolute edge. Great chapter from Tolstoy.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+2)

        Oh yes I forgot about the mad dash to payback the money.


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+3)

        But the five minute meeting was to deliver money that he owed. So it’s actually a sign of ethical behavior, trying to fulfill all his responsibilities even though he really didn’t have quite enough time.


    


    
        NACLpiel (+3)

        I'm not sure that is the point because Tolstoy says in my Maude translation, 'That was not the correct thing to do'. I think Tolstoy is making the point that Vronsky is quite distracted before the race and is making poor decisions despite trying to give the impression of being unhurried and in control.


    


    
        scholasta (+2)

        

Vronsky seems able to switch off from his relationship dilemma and focus on horse racing. What do you think about that?

Let’s be honest, we all know a man like this


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+2)

        Wired for single focus - right?


    


    
        NACLpiel (+3)

        Anna is experiencing love for 2 significant people: Vronsky and her son. She is torn between the hedonistic thrill of Vronsky and the softer, deeper maternal love of Serezha. I don't think that Tolstoy will allow Anna to have and eat this particular cake.
Anna will not tolerate her son's fate becoming entwined in her own, probably self-acknowledged, mess. Running away with him would do this. Rather she wants him protected. To emphasise this Tolstoy uses the metaphor of Serezha having to find shelter from the rain.
I don't think Anna is as concerned with her own 'honour' or reputation as for the wellbeing of her son.
Anna's predictions of her husband's response will prove correct, she knows just how cold he can be.
Tolstoy is doing a fantastic job of weaving a complex web of potential consequences of this infidelity.


    


    
        helenofyork (+3)

        

he metaphor of Serezha having to find shelter from the rain

I love this observation!


    


    
        coltee_cuckoldee (+5)

        Anna knows her husband really well. I'm sure she's correct in her predictions. When Karenin warned Anna about the scandal an affair may cause, he was more concerned with the religious and social aspects. He did not mention anything regarding how he might feel if his wife cheated on him- he just went on and on about the responsibilities she has towards the church.
I think Anna might try to pass this baby off as her husband's. She's not going to leave Karenin and she does not want to tell him the truth either. She might tell him the baby is his or she might pull an elaborate plan and go on a vacation abroad, deliver the baby there and tell Karenin that she adopted the baby. I don't think she'll go through an abortion as this baby will be the only tangible proof of her relationship with Vronsky and she seems to be obsessed with him.
Anna is clearly not thinking about the future at all. This habit is going to make things worse for her. Does she even know what she's going to say when her baby bump starts to show?
I wonder if Anna will get tired of Vronsky and direct her passion towards another man/activity. I think Anna knows that she will have to think of something quick as her entire reputation depends on whatever she decides to do with her situation. She's procrastinating this entire time and any reminders tend to take action irritate her.
I don't think her son is the chief reason. A few chapters ago she told Vronsky, he's the only good thing in her life (I'm paraphrasing here). The last time she thought about her son, it was when she took the train to meet Dolly. I think Anna is very comfortable with her current life (minus the pregnancy). She's married to a well respected man who treats her with respect, she has a coveted position in society and she has an affair partner who's ignoring his family's pleas to be with her. The minute the affair comes out, she'll lose her family and will be ruined. She probably knows that she cannot depend too much on Vronsky and is therefore refusing to take action.
Something bad will happen at the race. Maybe the affair/pregnancy will come out in public.


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+3)

        I think that Anna is being too harsh regarding her husband. He is not openly romantic, but from what we've seen of him he certainly isn't a "machine." Maybe Anna has to think badly of him to justify not loving him.
That said, I doubt very much that he would willingly welcome another man's child into the family. He will probably think of the most discreet way possible to separate from Anna. And I have no idea what he will tell Seryozha. I do not think he'd allow his son to go with Anna and her lover.
Anna will put the revelation off as long as she can, hoping something will happen to make it unnecessary. I know throughout history women have tried to abort their unwanted pregnancies. Maybe she'll do that.
I understand her tendency to put things off very well. I do it myself, and sometimes it even works. Sometimes if you put something off long enough it isn't needed any more, and if you handled it immediately you would have wasted some effort. It's hard to imagine that happening for Anna here, but in her eyes every day she doesn't face it is one more day of avoiding disgrace.
Yes, sometimes Vronsky thinks "the real Anna, retreated somehow into herself, and another strange and unaccountable woman came out, whom he did not love, and whom he feared, and who was in opposition to him.”
Unfortunately for him, I suspect that is the real Anna. I feel rather sorry for Vronsky now, and the way Tolstoy is presenting him now is so different from the way he was described at first that he seems a different person. (Apologies to Tolstoy, but I have a very hard time believing in a character who was presented at first as having only shallow relationships and basically being a devil-may-care guy who partied with Stiva, becoming essentially a lovesick puppy at the first sight of Anna.)
Anna theoretically cares about her son but not enough to keep from carrying on an affair with Vronsky almost right in front of him. As far as her reputation, that's half gone already. She may simply not be able to envision what running away with Vronsky would look like.  Just the basics of where would they live, especially when he's with the regiment. Or would he resign his commission? It would be hard to get her mind around.
We've been getting enough hints that Vronsky isn't well prepared for this race, especially on what seems to be a nervous horse. Something bad will happen.


    


    
        SnoozealarmSunflower (+3)

        - Yes. In spite of the fact that she “doesn’t think of him”, she does seem to know him very well.
- if she is determined to not tell her husband (and doesn’t want to run away), then she either needs to convince him it is his (although, he’s been away and the timing likely won’t make sense) or find a way to end the pregnancy. I can’t see her being someone who leaves for a few month trip to birth the child and put it up for adoption.
- she doesn’t seem to have any coping skills and thus far has gotten away to avoiding having to deal with the difficult things. However, being pregnant sort of puts a timeline on things and she physically cannot ignore it forever. She’s going to be forced to  handle something difficult and I think it’s going to take a toll on her mentally. She seems very distraught and is not sure what to do at this point.
- the “wry side” is Anna’s true nature and now that their affair has been going on for a while and the “honeymoon period” is wearing off, she’s showing him some of her true nature.
- I do think that her son is the main reason she will not consider running away. I don’t really think anything particular about this, it seems normal that a mother would be worried about her child’s well-being and not want to leave him.
- I said before that I was afraid Vronsky is distracted and will lead to something bad happening at the race. The news of the pregnancy is only going to distract him more.


    


    
        Pythias (+2)

         Yes, I think so but I think her words are unfair. She calls him "a machine, and a spiteful machine when he’s angry". I think it's unfair of her to call him any such names when Alexei warned her of the consequences and she still went through with the affair. 
 She's probably going lie and try to make Alexei think it's his. 
 I think it makes her selfish. Anna doesn't want to face the reality of difficult things and just wants to pretend that everything will work itself out. 
 I think it's a great indicator of how much stress hiding the affair is giving Anna. It's taken quite a toil on her and her conscious. Anna says she's happy but she's going through hell to get that happiness and I think it's only going to get worse from here. 
 I don't think she does care about her own reputation. Pretty much everyone but Alexei knows about Anna and Vronsky so to me it's clear she does not care. I believe that she worries about her son suffering because if she did run away it's not like she could take her son with her. Alexei (and I'm sure no parent would allow that) and she can't just abandon her son. I see why she thinks she's trapped. 
 I still think there's a chance that Vronsky wins only because the jockey seemed to have confidence in him.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+2)

        With all this build up to the race, I wonder if Vronsky will be injured.  And perhaps Anna will end up declaring her love publicly. Given that he was supposed to be taking it easy and is totally distracted and we now see that his competition has a huge horse.


    


    
        LiteraryReadIt (+3)

        I wonder if the reverse is going to happen. Anna may get injured at the race, and Vronsky blows their cover by declaring his love publicly too soon.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+3)

        Ah ha. Maybe so. I feel bad that I am predicting an injury but I just get the feeling.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+5)

        Anna! What?
You are going to ignore all this and just keep having sex with Vronksy?!?
So Anna thinks that she can just ignore the fact she is pregnant and not mention it to her husband? I get that she is worried about her husbands reaction and him not letting her go (which seems like something he would do). He has been overseas and maybe they haven’t been having sex so the timing would be obvious to him. Maybe she is just waiting so it’s not so obvious.
She uses her son as an excuse by what about this second child? She worries about her son not having his father around. But her second child won’t have their father around either. I don’t imagine Alexei will treat them the same if he knows the truth. And I doubt Vronsky will just let his child go.
I don’t see her running off with Vronsky. But she surprises me sometimes…
I am enjoying reading this soap opera of a book. I miss it every weekend.


    

Part 2 - Chapter 25

    Discussion from r/yearofannakarenina (2023)

 We're finally racing! What are your thoughts on the race?
 Do you think there are parallels between Frou-Frou and Anna Karenina?
 Were you surprised by this tragic outcome? Did you fear it would be Vronsky who was injured or killed?
 What did you think of Vronsky’s reaction to the accident?
 Thinking about the last line, why do you think this race remained the cruelest and bitterest memory of his life?
 Anything else you'd like to discuss?
Final line:


But the memory of that race remained for long in his heart, the cruelest and bitterest memory of his life.



20 Comments


    
        helenofyork (+3)

        I felt very sorry for poor Frou-Frou. So much so, I had to put the book down for a bit. I didn't know about this scene though I know how the book ends so was caught by surprise. I dreaded what was in store for the poor horse from the moment we were introduced to her as nervous.
The parallel to Anna may well be that her affair with Vronsky destroys her but this animal was a pure innocent and not like Anna who acts out of her own free will.


    


    
        coltee_cuckoldee (+4)

        I was surprised to learn that there were very few participants.
I don't think so. Frou-Frou was super nervous but she understood what Vronsky wanted her to do and performed well. Anna does not strike me as a nervous woman. She knows what she wants (an affair with Vronsky while remaining married to her husband) but she seems to procrastinate a lot and gets irritated whenever she's forced to think about her future. The only similarity I see, is that Vronsky is going to be the end of them. His mistake already lead to Frou-Frou's death and I'm sure his future actions will lead to a bad ending for Anna (she might be disowned by her family, etc)
I knew something bad was going to happen but I was pretty sure that Vronsky would survive the race as we're only on Part 2. If he did die, I can't guess what Tolstoy might have written for Anna for the next 6 parts. I guessed that he was going to lose the race and ruin his reputation (I'm sure a lot of people put their money on him).
This line surprised me: "For the first time in his life he experienced the first kind of misfortune- one that was irretrievable and caused by his own fault." This leads me to believe that Vronsky does not like to be held accountable for his own actions. He's in his early 30s and I'm sure he's committed a lot of mistakes/wrongs (we can consider leading Kitty on to be one). I felt bad for Frou-Frou, she did her best but died in agony.
He was clearly humiliated in front of so many people and he lost because of his own actions. He cannot even blame Frou-Frou for this defeat as she ran just the way he wanted her to. I'm sure if Frou-Frou was being more troublesome during the race, he would have blamed the defeat on her.


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+3)

        I think Vronsky is younger. When Anna is on the train from Moscow she’s thinking could there really be something between her and this “officer boy.”


    


    
        DernhelmLaughed (+2)

         Deliberate risk of their horses' lives for their momentary enjoyment.
 Vronsky is not the person to keep an agitated mare calm. When he is at the reins, he cannot manage the situation deftly to ensure the mare and himself survive.
 Not surprised that there would be an injury in this chaotic race, but I certainly did not expect the mare to die.
 Narcissistic. So intent on his own self, he didn't stay by the mare or shoot her himself.
* That final line is horribly ominous. I have a sense of foreboding that Vronsky and Anna's affair will end badly for her. But to Vronsky, Anna's tragic end will not make as much an impression on him as Frou-Frou's death. And that might be the tragedy for Anna; that her lover would ruin her and not care.


    


    
        Pythias (+2)

         I knew the race was going to be difficult and dangerous but I didn't expect an obstical course. It was exciting.
 If there are I missed them but I do think that Vronsky being the down fall of Frou-Frou is an omen for Anna. I worry for her and seriously believe that she may not make it out of this affair with her life.
 I'm so angry with his initial reaction of kicking her in the belly. When I read that she broke her back I knew she was a goner because surgery on a horse is rare (I don't even know if veterinarians do do horse surgery). Vronsky kick her while she was down and it made me so made more so because it was his fuck up not Frou-Frou's.  I can say that I'm happy he feels guilt cause at least he's not a psychopath.
 His mistake caused him to lose the race and more importantly the lost of an innocent life. Vronsky cared about Frou-Frou despite taking his anger out on her. I feel terribly for Frou-Frou.
* I loved the description of Frou-Frou and Vronsky working together during the race and Frou-Frou anticipating Vronsky's wants. I've never raced a horse or rode one but I know some people who do ride horses and I feel like Tolstoy got the description spot on. I think horses are such magical and intelligent creatures.


    


    
        coltee_cuckoldee (+5)

        

and seriously believe that she may not make it out of this affair with her life.

Wow, I hadn't thought of this. I thought that she would just be ruined but I can now see this happening. I was surprised by how cold Vronsky was when Frou-Frou was killed, he just thought about his own defeat! I guess if Vronsky has to choose between Anna and the rest of the society, he's definitely not going to choose Anna. Since she's unhealthily obsessed with him, this might lead to her end.


    


    
        Pythias (+2)

        It'd be nice if she was just ruined but I can't help but see death everywhere and it's messing with me.
 The man who fell in front of the train when Anna and Vronsky first met.
 Werther-like passion mentioned in chapter 19.
* And now Frou-Frou's death.
I'm not sure if it has to mean something but I do see it and I can't help to think that death will play a role in their affair somehow.


    


    
        scholasta (+3)

        For those who have seen the Keira Knightley film adaption of Anna Karenina, >!I was all ready for this to be a big faux pas for Anna and a big reveal moment for Karenin, so was surprised that this scene was Vronsky’s tragedy only!<


    


    
        Pythias (+3)

        I intend to watch it after we finish the book. Did you happen to enjoy it?


    


    
        scholasta (+2)

        Yes I absolutely love it, it’s one of my favourite films of all time!


    


    
        Pythias (+3)

        Oh yes!!! I'm so excited. 
Though, I'm excited and not excited to finish the book. I already know it's going to be one of those books that takes something from you when you finish reading it.


    


    
        DernhelmLaughed (+3)

        Same here. I really enjoyed the >!staging of this scene in the film. But now I realize some liberties had been taken with this and some other scenes. Small changes, really.!<


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+3)

        What an amazing chapter. Tolstoy does such a good job describing chaotic scenes like the train stations and now this one. The descriptions of the obstacles were fairly terrifying and I'm surprised more riders didn't go down.
No, I don't see parallels between Anna and the horse. Frou-Frou was perfect, did exactly what she should. Anna... does not. They do have something in common in Vronsky, who causes disaster for both.
I was very surprised. With all the foreshadowing of how nervous the horse was, I expected her to stumble somehow. But she did everything just right, making all the jumps and avoiding stepping on Kuzovlev when he and his horse went down. I was not surprised, though, that the accident had something to do with the saddle. In the last chapter, Vronsky kept getting interrupted and distracted, and “had not had time to look at the saddle, about which he had to give some direction, when the competitors were summoned to the pavilion."
His reaction was what I would have expected. And the "cruelest and bitterest memory?" Not surprising, because he was responsible for destroying an innocent creature who only wanted to please him. (Come to think of it, that's more a parallel with Kitty than Anna, but I'm sure Kitty will eventually recover.)


    


    
        SnoozealarmSunflower (+2)

        I agree. I think that what happened to Frou-Frou (because of Vronsky’s actions) is not a good sign for Anna and Vronsky’s relationship, but beyond that I don’t think there are many parallels between the two.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+8)

        Oh man. This was heartbreaking to read.
I was still really nervous during the race but didn’t expect this outcome —poor Frou-Frou. Sigh.
It made me so angry to see how these testosterone-filled guys were riding horses that were far above their skill set. And putting themselves, others and the horses at risk. The barriers sounded so dangerous. Even the smallest wrong move killed Frou-Frou. Totally barbaric.
The last line made me feel better that Vronsky will be punished with regret for this terrible incident and it will stay fresh in his mind forever. It is going to be tough for Tolstoy to get to me like Vronsky again after this animal torture.
I was too shook up to see parallels with Anna as I read. But now I suppose I would say that he was on a huge, ego trip in wanting to be with Anna and is ruining her in the process.  He saw her as a challenge to overcome. A wild horse to tame. She will be the one who breaks in half now. Not him.


    


    
        Pythias (+3)

        

It made me so angry to see how these testosterone-filled guys were riding horses that were far above their skill set. And putting themselves, others and the horses at risk. The barriers sounded so dangerous. Even the smallest wrong move killed Frou-Frou. Totally barbaric. 

I completely agree. There are plenty of other dangerous sports that don't involve animals. But I guess bare knuckle boxing is above these rich men.


The last line made me feel better that Vronsky will be punished with regret for this terrible incident and it will stay fresh in his mind forever. It is going to be tough for Tolstoy to get to me like Vronsky again after this animal torture. 

I'm so with you.


He saw her as a challenge to overcome. A wild horse to tame. She will be the one who breaks in half now. Not him.

I really hope it's Anna that breaks Vronsky and not the other way around.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+2)

        I would love to see Anna break Vronksy. They do deserve each other.


    


    
        Pythias (+2)

        Agreed.


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+3)

        I have a different reaction. I've never liked Vronsky, but I like him slightly more having seen his reaction to Frou-Frou's fate and taking all the blame.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+2)

        I do agree that it was nice to see him take responsibility and feel remorse. It made his character more like-able. His whole relationship with Frou-Frou was actually endearing until I realized how wild she was, how scared she was and how unsafe the course was for her. I am guessing many riders and horses were injured.


    

Part 2 - Chapter 26

    Discussion from r/yearofannakarenina (2023)

 How do you think Alexey Alexandrovitch is coping with his wife's affair?
 > But he was not aware that he sought work for himself that year, that this was one of the means for keeping shut that secret place where lay hid his feelings towards his wife and son and his thoughts about them, which became more terrible the longer they lay there.
Why does he develop bad thoughts about his son?
 What did you think about his friend, the Countess Lidia, sending the doctor around to examine Alexey?
 What do you think about the doctor's metaphor about strings?
 Why does Alexey try to secure the presence of a third person in his interviews with Anna?
 Anything else you'd like to discuss?
Final line:


Though he did not acknowledge it to himself, Alexey Alexandrovitch always tried nowadays to secure the presence of a third person in his interviews with his wife.



11 Comments


    
        helenofyork (+3)

        

The office manager did not take much time. He merely handed Alexei Alexandrovich the money he needed and gave a brief report on the state of his affairs, which was not entirely good, because it so happened that, having gone out frequently that year, they had spent more and there was a deficit.

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
The most important sentence of the entire chapter!
I wonder how much of the family's money Anna has spent as a direct consequence of her affair.
Anna and her brother Stiva are the same! They spend their spouse's wealth on lovers.


    


    
        coltee_cuckoldee (+3)

        Poor Alexei. He's clearly unable to deal with the affair even though it hasn't been confirmed to him yet. I love the way Tolstoy has written this chapter. We can sense the pain behind Karenin's thoughts and actions.
I guess he viewed his family (Anna and his son) as a unit. Now that Anna's betrayal has shattered the his feelings for Anna, he seems to be avoiding his son as he reminds Karenin of Anna's betrayal.
That was sweet of Countess Lydia. Karenin seems to be socially awkward (he's clearly disliked by Betsy's circle) and I wonder if he has any good friends on whom he can lean on. Lydia seems to understand the agony Karenin is going through due to Anna's affair and she's trying to support him a bit during this tough time.
I think we might witness a tense situation where Karenin just snaps and possibly takes a drastic step. Since he's going to the races, he might witness something that confirms the entire affair. Since Vronsky was disappointed after his defeat, I wonder if Anna will try to privately console him and Karenin will witness this.
The relationship between Karenin and Anna is clearly tense. They're not on talking terms and he's doing his best to avoid her. He needs to meet her at the races in order to give her some money. He probably wants a third person in order to make the meeting a bit more relaxed (he can just talk to the other person about various topics and he's clearly avoiding a chance to confront Anna about the affair).


    


    
        Pythias (+2)

        

I think we might witness a tense situation where Karenin just snaps and possibly takes a drastic step. Since he's going to the races, he might witness something that confirms the entire affair. Since Vronsky was disappointed after his defeat, I wonder if Anna will try to privately console him and Karenin will witness this.

I like this theory.


    


    
        NACLpiel (+3)

        I found this chapter fascinating for how Tolstoy gets into the brain of Alexei: self denial. Alexei is unable to make a proactive decision and preferring to ignore painful truths. The alternative, to fully explore perhaps his role in this affair (he is a cold fish devoid of personality, human warmth and so leaves his wife dry and running to the arms of the flawed but oh so human Vronsky), would be too challenging for him. And so, Alexei shuts down, puts his head in the sand, and keeps on keeping on. But this particular beast has escaped the cage and, ultimately, it will not be ignored.


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+2)

        He's not coping, he's refusing to admit it to himself. Like Anna with the pregnancy, he's trying not to address the situation, maybe hoping it will go away somehow. This is a strain on him mentally and, apparently, physically.
One thing that stands out is that it seems he's hardly seen Anna for several months. He went abroad in early spring, as is his custom, and returned in July as he always did, but by then Anna had left Petersburg for the summer place. Alexey visits but doesn't spend the night. (There goes any hope of Anna pretending the baby is his.) Apparently they're only together for half the year, and that's just their normal schedule? No wonder they grew apart.
Countess Lidia is apparently something of a busybody, but it's kind of her to care about her friend. This is our second encounter with 19th century medical care, and I'm not sure what to think of it. He probably diagnosed the situation correctly as stress, though I'm doubtful of the significance of the enlarged liver. And the metaphor of the string is a good one, especially picturing the strings of a violin, snapping if tightened too much.
Wanting a third person there when he is with Anna is very understandable. He doesn't want any opportunity for an unpleasant conversation. All he can handle now is polite and distant.
I don't really understand his attitude toward his son, unless perhaps he never has felt truly close to him. He "had been such a careful father" and now is not, but "careful" is far from "loving." Maybe the emotional distance from Anna affects his whole perception of family life.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+3)

        It seems in character for Alexei to not be laden with emotion and to keep his wife’s affair out of sight/out of mind.
It is interesting that at the beginning he says his pattern is to spend Spring away for his health and summer in town while Anna spends time at the villa. This seems like it has been ongoing. So this marriage means they only spend less than 6 months living together each year? I don’t know why Anna couldn’t be more careful. She has a good thing going.
I am wondering if he realizes that his son must go with Anna.  Since in the back of his mind, he knows the situation is not realistic to continue as it is and he may lose Anna one way or another - he will also lose his son. Alexei also doesn’t like being around Anna and is trying to detach from his son so he doesn’t have reason to be around her.
It’s too bad he is sick and based on how he spends his spring I wonder if it has been ongoing for a while. And then the stress of Anna is making him even more sick.


    


    
        Pythias (+2)

         He's not and that's the problem. He knows in his heart that something is wrong but chooses to ignore it. I guess it's his way of coping with it but it's not solving anything and probably will make things worse. Alexei's been acting this way for a year. If he had stepped in sooner could he have prevented Anna's pregnancy? 
 Alexei is avoiding the problem of the affair so much that he doesn't even want to think about Anna. Thinking about his son probably leads to thinking about Anna and it's probably leading Alexei to resent his son. Which is so unfair to poor Seryozha.
 I thought that it was a good idea. The Countess seems like a good friend and is just looking out for Alexei. And the doctor did say Alexei doesn't seem to be in good health so in my book it was a good call by The Countess. 
 I think the doctor is right. There's only so much people can take before they snap, and that definitely relates to health. 
* To have a buffer. Alexei's way of dealing with the affair situation is to avoid it and he does not want to speak to his wife honestly and in the open. Having a buffer makes the avoidance so much easier.


    


    
        DernhelmLaughed (+2)

         Wow. There's a lot mental compartmentalization going on. One thing that caught my attention was Alexey remembering how he used to be astonished at infidelity in other people's marriages because such a position is "awful" and "unnatural". There's no sense of culpability on his part, though we have seen several reasons why Anna is dissatisfied with her marriage. 
 This feels like she has overstepped (by doing something Alexey's wife or someone in his immediate family ought to do), but at least she is trying to do so tactfully. Lidia knows about Anna's rumored infidelity, and Lidia can see that Alexey is visibly strained, even if he cannot admit this about himself. And absent his wife or other close friends looking out for his well-being, Lidia's instructions to the doctor actually do fill a need.
 Accurate. 
 Probably to act as a barrier to an intimate conversation with his wife. So long as a third person is present, they will behave as one does in the presence of company, buffered by small talk and social niceties. He is already trying to affect a sardonic mannerism to distance himself from her and Seryozha in private.


    


    
        Pythias (+4)

        

One thing that caught my attention was Alexey remembering how he used to be astonished at infidelity in other people's marriages because such a position is "awful" and "unnatural". There's no sense of culpability on his part, though we have seen several reasons why Anna is dissatisfied with her marriage. 

Saying how you'll act in a situation is always easier than how you will act in that given situation and Alexei is experiencing that. I found it interesting as well and I feel bad for him. He should act but maybe he's too scared to and that's why he just avoids the situation.


    


    
        DernhelmLaughed (+2)

        Nicely put. Alexey must also be keenly aware that he and Anna are now the objects of speculation/pity in the same way that he once viewed other people's affairs.
Do you remember when he first showed up, meeting Anna at the train station? He was doing that distancing, sardonic manner even then, before there would have been any rumors of an affair with Vronsky and Anna. So this is not entirely new behavior on his part.


    


    
        Pythias (+2)

        

So this is not entirely new behavior on his part.

It's not a new behavior and just more evidence of him avoiding the tough subject. I feel so bad for him.


    

Part 2 - Chapter 27

    Discussion from r/yearofannakarenina (2023)

 What do you think of this game of mirrors Anna and Alexey seem to be playing? And of Seryozha being so confused, that he is nearly driven to tears?
 Anna is practically repulsed by her husband - she once again notices his ears, and his kiss on her hand disgusts her. Why is she so disgusted? Do you feel sorry for Alexey, or has he brought this situation on himself through his obsession with work?
 Anna is perceptive enough to notice how Seryozha feels about Alexey, but does she notice how he feels about Vronsky, and her own hand in it?
 What do you think will become of Seryozha, the poor child caught up in the marriage troubles of his parents?
* Anything else you'd like to discuss?
Final line:


But as soon as she could no longer see him, she was aware of the spot on her hand which his lips had touched, and she shuddered with disgust.

See you all on Monday!


9 Comments


    
        zhoq (+1)

        Past years discussions:
- 2019-09-21
- 2021-03-02
E: Made a wiki page with links to all past years discussions


    


    
        coltee_cuckoldee (+4)

        I wonder how long this game will last with Karenin being in self-denial and Anna pretending like everything is fine between them while being repulsed by her husband. I feel bad for the child. His dad refuses to interact properly with him and he is troubled by the relationship between Anna and Vronsky. While his mom is acting cordial with his father, he can sense that there is something troubling in the way they interact.
I feel sorry for Karenin. I don't think he's brought this situation on himself- if this were true, she would have always been repulsed by him. Ever since she's gotten together with Vronsky, she seems to be disappointed by her marital life and does not want anything to do with her husband.
Anna is able to perceive Serezha's confusion as there is no one present in this situation who is capable of distracting her. Whenever she's with Vronsky, she seems to pay full attention towards him and does not give much importance to her surroundings (including the feelings of her child). I don't think she realizes just how uncomfortable her son is around Vronsky.
I think if there is a custody battle, Karenin will likely win it and Anna will be blamed for the failure of her marriage. Serezha might grow up with Karenin, but I  think Karenin will just provide for him financially. He's already emotionally checked out when it comes to his child so I don't see him stepping up to actually care for Serezha. We've talked about how Anna will end up in a bad situation (shunned by society or dead) by the end of this book, but I think Serezha will be in a worse situation. It looks like the end of his childhood is close by and he'll be taking care of himself in every way (other than financially).


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+2)

        If I had been there the whole conversation would have set my teeth on edge. No wonder Karenin's companion went out on the terrace. Anna is described as speaking "very simply and naturally, but too much and too fast.” To me that's an oxymoron. "Too much and too fast" is neither simple nor natural. I think Alexey's conversation is more like his usual manner. I do feel sorry for him. He had apparently been perfectly satisfied with his marriage, and was blindsided by the change in Anna.
I wonder if Anna wants to feel disgusted with her husband to justify the affair with Vronsky.
And poor Seryozha. He had been "shy of his father" even before all this started, and now he's confused and nervous. Probably afraid he'll do or say something to make things worse. Anna cares enough to want to protect him from being nervous around his father, but apparently not enough to avoid creating a situation that's sure to hurt him even more.


    


    
        NACLpiel (+4)

        Dark chapter. Tolstoy really focussing on the deceptive nature of words and outward demeanour. This disparity between what is seen & heard and what is meant, seems to me to be a key theme in his writing. The disparity between words and meaning could not be starker between embittered parents and Seryozha, an immature human picks up on these dark vibes between his parents but cannot understand the nuance. Obviously the risk is that Seryozha misinterprets this hostility as being his fault and might carry this burden on his shoulders: as a child and possibly at a deep unconscious level as an adult. This troubling dynamic is probably being played out amongst families right now as I type and it makes me so sad.
As an aside, I heard in a podcast that therapists acknowledge that THE key tell-tale sign of a doomed relationship is the look of disgust at each other on the couples faces.


    


    
        DernhelmLaughed (+2)

         Certainly, they are both pretending everything is outwardly fine. It might be a game of wait and see. If Anna and Vronsky's affair peters out, perhaps the Karenins' marriage will  resume. But Alexey does not know that Anna is pregnant, and this is a complication.
 To be sure, his normal manner towards Anna is detached and wry, and they do not exhibit much passion for each other. But Anna's revulsion for him might now be because he is simply not Vronsky.
 She seems not to have noticed, or is less willing to see it as a problem.
 Seryozha will probably end up with Alexey if Anna leaves her husband for Vronsky.


    


    
        Pythias (+3)

         I don't understand it. They're both so miserable yet they don't want to attempt to reconcile or come to terms with their failed marriage and divorce or at least separate. I get that it's taboo in the time period but ignoring the problem is only going to make it worse.
 I think it's part projection of how she looks at herself. Cheaters often project and I feel that this is part projection of how she sees herself. It's obvious that she no longer has tender feelings for Alexei.  I do feel for Alexei even though I think he could have put an end to the affair had he tried harder.
 I didn't notice if she knew how Seryozha was confused around Vronsky in the last chapter but I feel as though Anna would ignore it.
 This is what I think Alexei wanted to warn Anna most of when it came to the affair. Seryozha is young and impressionable. If he grows up with his father and mother having a toxic relationship, how is that going to affect Seryozha? He's going to have a lot of trouble expressing healthy love.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+2)

        

I do feel for Alexei even though I think he could have put an end to the affair had he tried harder.

Interesting.  I never thought of it this way. But I think you are right. He just let it happen and softly chastised her once he figured out at Betsy’s party. Like he thought she would leave him if he tried to be forceful with her about it.


    


    
        Pythias (+2)

        That was literally his only attempt. You can say he hardly tried. Had it tried harder I think maybe, just maybe Anna would have realized how much pain and discomfort it would have put Alexei and her son through. Now it's too late.


    


    
        Pythias (+2)

        I honestly believe that he could have at least prevented the pregnancy. Now there's going to be a second innocent child that's forced to be a part of this mess.


    

Part 2 - Chapter 28

    Discussion from r/yearofannakarenina (2023)

 While scrutinizing Alexey before the race, Anna has the thought that for Alexey, falsehood is the breath of his life. What is your opinion about that? Do you agree?
 What does Alexey mean when he replies to the General's question that his race is a harder one?
 Why did Alexey look so intently at Anna after the race began, and what conclusions did he draw from her face?
 “I’m a bad woman, a doomed woman, but I don’t like lies, [..] but he subsists on lies”, “If he were to kill me, or kill Vronsky, I would respect him.” -- what do you make of that? Does this chapter give us insight into why Anna is so angry with Alexey?
 What are the differences and similarities in the ways Anna and Alexey saw each other, and in what each of them was feeling during the race?
 How do you think Anna and Alexey will react to Vronsky’s accident?
 Why was the Tsar displeased?
 Anything else you'd like to discuss?
Final line:


Towards the end of the race everyone was in a state of agitation, which was intensified by the fact that the Tsar was displeased.



7 Comments


    
        zhoq (+1)

        Past years discussions:
- 2019-09-22
- 2021-03-03
Also made a wiki page that has a table with all past years discussion threads


    


    
        coltee_cuckoldee (+2)

        I agree with the other comments here. Anna seems to be projecting when she thinks that falsehood is the breath of Alexei's life. She's been conducting an affair this entire time and seems to be annoyed that her husband isn't completely destroyed by this. It's a good thing that Karenin cares about his career/religion/how others perceive him as focusing on those aspects is probably the only thing keeping him sane.
Rumors about the Anna-Vronsky affair are probably rampant and I'm sure most people in society have an inkling about what is going on. There hasn't been a scandal as of yet as the rumors have not been entirely confirmed. Alexei seems to be alluding to the mess that is his marital life.
He was observing Anna and was trying to find any clue that would disprove the affair and put his mind to peace. He's still in self-denial and that's why he's observing his wife so keenly. He did seem to realize that Anna was interested in Vronsky as her gaze was solely focused on him.
Anna knows that Karenin holds a lot of power in this situation. If he decides to confirm the affair (there are already rumors floating around), her reputation will be ruined and she'll likely be banished from society. The only reason why she is able to live comfortably at the moment (and participate in social events like the races) is because Karenin has kept his mouth shut. She probably resents him because her future is dependent on him as to when he decides to speak up. She's probably not enjoying her current life either as she's living with guilt and in fear as to when all these comforts will be snatched away from her.
They're both not seeing each other for who they are. Alexei is deluding himself about the affair- he's constantly trying to tell himself that other women are also looking at Vronsky so Anna's interest in him need not be of a romantic/sexual nature. Anna is trying to absolve herself of her guilt by pointing out all of Karenin's faults.
I think Anna will be devastated and Karenin will witness this as a confirmation of the affair.
The race might not have been as exciting as the Tsar may have hoped (both Vronsky and Makhotin had no real competition among the other competitors). The Prince (he might be related to the Tsar) has performed very poorly and the Tsar might be embarrassed.


    


    
        DernhelmLaughed (+3)

         There's truth in Anna's observation, but any judgmental opinion is rich coming from Anna, who is carrying on an affair in front of everyone.
 Alexey might be talking about his own endurance race to maintain composure with Anna and Vronsky in public at the races, or perhaps he is speaking more broadly of his enduring the entire affair.
 Alexey sees what Anna is paying attention to, and how she is trying to hide that fact.
 One nuance to her reaction might be Anna's disdain for the continuation of her marriage to a seemingly passionless man.
 So much could change with Vronsky's accident, and Anna and Alexey would wish different outcomes. This will affect their reactions.
 Possibly because of the number of officers injured in the race.


    


    
        NACLpiel (+3)

         Anna does not understand what makes her husband tick. She misinterprets his rational & clinical approach to life, devoid of observable emotions, as him being fake. I don't think she is correct, it is only that Alexey displays his emotions in other ways. If Anna were to get some distance she might see that, in his own way, Alexey is authentic and genuine. 
 I loved this question as in first reading I glanced over this fantastic line. Alexey is referring to the race for his wife, and he knows that she prefers the passionate Voronsky racing horses to a dry administrator, utterly lacking in charisma. 
 Alexey watches his wife closely to get a glimpse of her truth. I found this image really heartbreaking. 
 Another question that got me thinking, and goes some way to explaining why Anna despises her husband. I think that Anna feels invisible. She is desperately seeking her husbands acknowledgment that she exists. However, his approach is to keep up appearances and not to shatter the visage. Perhaps the entire affair is her desperate attempt to get Alexey's attention. Her emotional state colours every action that he does.


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+3)

        At this point I would be surprised if Anna had any positive thoughts about her husband. She scorns his voice, his hat (I really want to know what the hat looks like), his ears, and the way he interacts with people, which she deems "falsehood." I think he interacts with people pretty much the way any intelligent executive acts. He doesn't kowtow to the adjutant-general, he debates with him. Anna's opinion is colored by her emotional state and her need to justify being unfaithful to her husband.
I think the "race is a harder one" is a reference to the difficulties of navigating the political landscape.
Vronsky's accident? Anna will be hysterical and Karenin will see that and be devastated.
The Tsar was displeased. I assume it was because he expected to see a spectacle, but not a bloody one. One officer was killed, and fewer than half escaped injury. Whether this was because he cares about them as people or because he expected greater skill from his officers, I don't know.
He watches Anna closely because shes not concealing her true feelings as she does in direct conversation with him.
And here she goes again, talking of falsehood and claiming to dislike lies. Except, of course, when they're hers. Anna doesn't think straight, as we first saw in the episode on the train when she was practically hallucinating.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+3)

        Anna is upset that Alexei does not seem to care that she is having an affair. That he continues as though nothing of concern is going on. She wants him to be mad and fight for her.
Alexei could see on Anna’s face that she loved Vronsky as she watched him.
Alexei was nervously taking the entire time to avoid what was happening. Whereas Anna was annoyed by his taking and his presence. This is the first time we objectively see him interacting and he does seem boringly intellectual (we saw this in his his home routine before too). Vronksy (and Stiva) seem to be so much more personable.
I was at least happy to hear that Princess Betsy and others also found the race barbaric. While Alexei put it a notch above boxing…


    


    
        Pythias (+4)

         I think that the fact that Anna is lying about the her affair and keeping up appearances about her marriage is what she's thinking about. Anna's affair is taking it's toil on her and, in her mind, Alexei has no problems presenting a "happy marriage" to society. I think that that's what she means about lying, I think she believes it's harder for her than for her husband. 
 I have no idea. Does he think that there's still a chance to save his marriage. He's yet to acknowledge to himself that there is an affair going on so how can he be racing to win her back? 
 He's looking out to see how she reacts towards Vronsky's performance. And I think that the look she gave him when she caught him staring at her should say enough to Alexei. 
 I answered most of this in my first bullet. I want to add that I think Anna is mad at Alexei for not reacting about the affair. I think she believe Alexei knows about the affair in his heart. But the fact that he doesn't want to accept it or react to it makes her angry. She even thinks that she'd respect him more if Alexei killed either her or Vronsky because that at least is an action. 
 They both don't realize that the still think about each other. Anna is annoyed with Alexei because he can lie so easily. But in his mind his not really lying because he's avoiding the entire situation. Anna still wants to get a reaction out of Alexei but I don't think it's going to happen until he finds out she is pregnant. 
 Vronsky's accident is going to give Anna away. Maybe this is where we'll finally see Alexei lose it. 
* Maybe because he has money on a contender who has dropped out of the race.


    

Part 2 - Chapter 29

    Discussion from r/yearofannakarenina (2023)

 How does this Anna differ from the Anna we first met on the train?
 When Anna, several times, wanted to leave or get somebody’s attention, nobody seemed to hear or notice apart from Alexey, who even stood by her when she broke down. What do you make of that?
 Anna's brother Stiva, and friend Betsy, both made appearances in this chapter, and seemed equally to be enjoying their carefree lives. Do you think Anna would be able to rely on either of them for help if she needs it?
 Finally Anna told Alexey that she loves Vronsky - and that she hates him, Alexey. What do you think about his reaction? What was going on in his mind? Does he finally realize what he didn't want to see?
* Anything you'd like to discuss?
Final line:


Well, thank God! everything’s over with him.



18 Comments


    
        yearofbot (+1)

        Past years discussions:
- 2019-09-23
- 2021-03-04
I am a bot, and this action was performed automatically. Please contact the moderators of this subreddit if you have any questions or concerns.


    


    
        BertieTheReader (+5)

        I think when they were married, Anna loved Alexei, as seen in Chapter 9 when he says her soul was always open to him, and now it was closed, possibly forever. She loved him, knew him, understood him. I think he loved (loves) her too, but his inability to express it, and his refusal to examine his feelings for Anna caused her to check out of their marriage. When Vronsky comes along and tells her what she wants to hear, or what she’s wanted from her husband but did not get, she falls for him. My heart breaks when I think about what a wonderful marriage Alexei and Anna could have had, if he had let himself be vulnerable and love her like she wanted, and she had communicated to him that she wanted him to love her. I’m definitely Team Alexei. I despise Vronsky.


    


    
        coltee_cuckoldee (+3)

        The Anna that we met on the train was very charming- she cared about how others perceived her and worked hard to be on everyone's good side. This Anna seems to have no control over herself, she does not care about her reputation at all and is willing to do anything for Vronsky.
This shows that Alexei does care for her to some degree. He may not be extremely passionate about his love but he will do anything to safeguard her reputation. I was surprised that so many people were ignoring Anna. I guess they realized that her conduct was in fact inappropriate and they did not want to be tangled in that mess.
Stiva only cares aout himself and he lives life so recklessly (messing up his finances, having affairs, etc), that I'm sure if Anna did approach him with a problem, he wouldn't be able to help her as he has too many problems of his own. I have a bad feeling about Betsy. I don't think she's a good friend and if Anna might need her in the future, I think Betsy will turn her back on her. She reminds me of Lord Henry from The Picture of Dorian Gray and I think she is waiting for Anna's downfall to happen. She keeps encouraging the affair and knows how seriously Anna's taking it (her marriage is failing, her reputation in society is going down, etc). Betsy, on the other hand, has lighthearted flings with her boy-toys and I don't think she'll sacrifice her position in society for any of her side guys.
Alexei did realize that he could not continue to be in self-denial. He knows that his marriage has effectively ended and is doing everything in his power to keep his societal position intact. It's a good thing that he's thinking logically despite the circumstances as his current decisions will greatly benefit his son. Anna is not thinking of Serezha's future and will likely get banished from society. If Karenin plays his cards right, he'll still be able to have a decent reputation and be able to grant certain opportunities to his son.


    


    
        Pythias (+3)

         When we first meet Anna she seems poise and tender hearted. Everyone gravitates towards her and seems enamored by her.  Now she seems selfish and spiteful. She got herself in this horrible situation but takes out her frustrations out on her husband.
 I think that says a lot about Alexei. Anna continues to treat him terribly and calls him "a machine, and a spiteful machine
when he’s angry" in chapter 23. Yet despite the confirmation of his worse fear, he's still there for Anna when she breaks down. Is Alexei really as bad as Anna wants us to believe because my sympathies lie with Alexei, not Anna. 
 I think they'll try in their own way to support her but I don't think they'll be much help. I don't think that they'll be able to relate to Anna's situation (even though they're all cheaters). 
 I feel for Alexei. I do think that he should have tried harder to stop Anna but I don't what I would do in his shoes. I was surprised by his reaction considering Anna was so worried and scared by it. Alexei seems like he's willing to let Anna go. Is it because he knows he's already lost her? He just seems to care about his reputation now (can you blame him considering, besides his son, it's all he has left) and I think he just wants to protect that reputation before he lets Anna go. “Very well! But I expect a strict observance of the external forms of propriety till such time”—his voice shook—“as I may take measures to secure my honor and communicate them to you.” I really like Alexei after this line. He's way more mature about the whole thing than Anna his.


    


    
        helenofyork (+4)

        The Anna on the train was a paragon of virtue and wisdom only because she had never been put to the test. The Anna we see now is probably the real Anna.
Betsy reminds me of a high-school girl. She interrupts when Alexei tries to take his wife home, blocking that move. She whispers to Anna that she will find out about Vronsky and let her know.


    


    
        SnoozealarmSunflower (+5)

        The Anna on the train was more mature and “put together”. This Anna is falling apart and fueled by her emotions.
The one person who supported Anna while she was breaking down has now left her. I think this is a sign that Stiva and Betsy will not be able to support her in the future, either. Alexei is the only one who noticed Anna during the race while everyone else was living their carefree lives, and now that he is gone, she will not have a true support system when shit eventually hits the fan with Vronsky. She will be alone to deal with the consequences of her actions.
I think Alexei has known about the affair in some way all along and was just choosing to remain oblivious. I think the surprising part for him was that she loves Vronsky and hates him and it’s not just a silly little affair. He must have thought about it at some point, though, as he had an immediate response and kept control of his emotions outwardly throughout.


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+2)

        When we first encountered Anna on the train she seemed perfectly proper, in control of herself. She started to fall apart on the way back to Petersburg, and now she's let it all out. After her outburst to her husband there's no going back.
She couldn't get anyone's attention except her husband's, which means to me that nobody else was paying a lot of attention to her. She's obviously much more important to him than she is to everyone else. This isn't really surprising.  And will Betsy help her when she needs it? Maybe, if it isn't too difficult. She's Vronsky's cousin, after all, and she might feel a connection.
Will Stiva help her? I doubt it; actually I'm not sure if he can. He's always short of money, so he can't offer that. Dolly would probably offer support if it was anyone else, but I don't think she would because of the history with Kitty.
Anna's outburst must have been like a punch in the gut. I don't think he's ever seen her out of control like that, and now he has to face what he's been afraid of all along. I think he must have thought about the possibility though; if he hadn't he wouldn't have been so ready with his response.


    


    
        NACLpiel (+3)

        I really got the sense from this chapter of Anna losing her shit. Anna having a uniquely traumatic experience amidst a whole lot of white noise. Her husband does seem most clued into the situation and decides on a stoic approach. Both husband and wife are both being confronted with personal traumas and dealing with this in different ways. To be honest I think Anna does remarkably well to keep up appearances as well a she does, but even this she can't maintain. A rupture has occurred and now we wait to see the fall out. Just how much can Alexey take before he snaps?


    


    
        BertieTheReader (+2)

        How are you liking the Maude translation?


    


    
        NACLpiel (+2)

        Its OK I guess not having anything to compare with. Apparently there are far better, but honestly I was fine with Maude. https://welovetranslations.com/2021/06/18/whats-the-best-translation-of-anna-karenina/


    


    
        BertieTheReader (+2)

        I ask because I spent the first month comparing translations. I started Anna Karenina last year with P&V and for some reason could not get into it. This year, I picked it up again but started with five different translations: Maude, P&V, Bartlett, Garnett, Revised Garnett. I read Part 1 from all.
Garnett and Revised Garnett fell out of the race much sooner. Although, Garnett has some very beautiful passages but overall, it wasn’t great. Bartlett’s is musical. It reads a little like poetry, and the sentences are much longer, but I really liked it.
The top contenders were P&V and Maude. When I watched a lot of videos (https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=Jkp_COBtH3w&t=2s&pp=ygUZYW5uYSBrYXJlbmluYSB0cmFuc2xhdGlvbg%3D%3D) and read a lot of articles, most people really don’t like the Maude. I must admit, I was very prejudiced against the Maude in the beginning when I saw what people were saying. But once I started reading it, I fell in love with it.
I did a line by line comparison of P&V and Maude, and I was shocked and angry to find that many sentences in the P&V were directly lifted/quotes from the Maude. P&V is more modern, and doesn’t read like a British novel which is what Maude reads like. They use the Russian names and most of the time faithfully. Sometimes they take a sentence directly from Maude and “modernize” it. So I don’t know why people say or think that P&V is infinitely superior.
The Maude does make a few mistakes, but not mistakes that impact the novel or the reading in any way. In Chapter 3, they say “drawing room,” but it’s actually “somber drawing room,” as seen in Bartlett or “gloomy drawing room,” as seen in P&V. In Part 2, when Levin is talking to the laborers he doesn’t mention the “ventilation” for the seeds. Irrelevant facts such as these, but it’s a solid translation and I love it more than any of the other translations I’ve read. I’m glad that others are also using the Maude translation amidst all this hyped P&V craze.


    


    
        NACLpiel (+2)

        You have no idea how good it is to get your feedback because I somehow, based on the bits I read around the internet, felt that I was shortchanged with Maude.
Personally I don't want a 'modernised' translation. I actually prefer the prose to read slightly outdated.
Just goes to show that sometimes you just have to see for yourself. Great little experiment you did. Enjoy the rest of the book.


    


    
        BertieTheReader (+4)

        Happy to be of assistance! I agree, nothing like Edwardian prose!
Just for your information, the P&V became famous because Oprah decided to read Anna Karenina and used the P&V translation. P&V is published by Penguin who previously published the Garnett translation. Penguin is more popular in the US than other publishers, and thus P&V is just more readily available. That is the only reason it became as famous.
Most big great publishers stick with Maude. Macmillan, Everyman, Wordsworth, and Vintage. Oxford also used to publish Maude but now they’ve switched to Bartlett. Maude is Tolstoy approved. The Maudes were friends with him, and he read the translation they were working on, and loved it.
Also, P&V do write in American English, and I guess since most Americans prefer that, it’s gained popularity in the US. But I can state with confidence that the Maude translation is the best.
Thank you for responding to my comments. Enjoy the rest of the book :)


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+3)

        When I first met Anna I thought she was a bit fake, shallow in depth and a people pleaser. Then shortly after that I called her a sociopath because of what she did to Kitty. Now, I don’t know. I think she is just dumb and in love, following her hormones. She is finding ways to hurt Alexey. And maybe she was attracted to Vronksy back at the dance and we didn’t know it. So I retract my sociopath comment and forgive her for hurting Kitty. I feel sorry in advance for what I can see she is about to go through - Vronsky is not going to support her!
Anna couldn’t continue the charade with Alexey anymore. I guess I am not surprised she spilled the beans so abruptly. I think it makes sense that Alexei would want to preserve his reputation and have her keep things under wraps for awhile longer. He seemed pretty unemotional (no surprise).  I see him going full non-contact with her and their son and not forgiving her ever.
I don’t see Anna getting all the support she needs when she is away from Alexey, other than her friends giving her money (Princess) if she needs it. But none of them seem open to having kids around, much less a newborn.
It will be interesting to see how Dolly reacts to all this since Anna basically told her to forgive Stiva.  Now she is stuck with him as he continues his flings. And of course Dolly didn’t want to live a life on her own with her kids. I wonder if Dolly will support her?
And I agree with the last line - Thank God I don’t have to stress out anymore about when Anna was going to tell Alexey.


    


    
        BertieTheReader (+2)

        Do you like the Maude translation? Is there a particular reason you chose it?


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+2)

        I do like it. I only chose it because it was available for free on my Kindle. There is an occasional choice of words/phrase that I don’t quite follow and then someone here clarifies what their version says and we sort it out. But that is extremely rare.


    


    
        BertieTheReader (+2)

        I’m so glad you like it. I took a month deciding the translation. I sampled over 5 translations and decided on the Maude. I also compared Part 1 line by line to P&V, and P&V use the exact same sentence as Maude in so many chapters. It almost makes me mad that they’re getting credit for something that the Maude’s worked on.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+2)

        Oh wow that’s good to know. I think you will be pleased. I am really impressed with the the translation so far. Enjoy!


    

Part 2 - Chapter 30

    Discussion from r/yearofannakarenina (2023)

 Well that was a change of pace after the previous chapter, and we're in a new location as well! How did you find Kitty? Is her health likely to improve here?
 What do you think of Kitty’s tendency to romanticize the lives of people she encounters and doesn’t know, paired with her boredom for people she does know?
 What impression did Varenka make on you? What do you think about the interaction between Kitty and Varenka?
 Why has Kitty started noticing all the flaws in Levin's brother, once she found out who he was?
 What did you think about the setting of this chapter?
 Anything else you'd like to discuss?
Final line:


It seemed to her that his big, terrible eyes, which persistently pursued her, expressed a feeling of hatred and contempt, and she tried to avoid meeting him.



10 Comments


    
        yearofbot (+1)

        Past years discussions:
- 2019-09-24
- 2021-03-05
I am a bot, and this action was performed automatically. Please contact the moderators of this subreddit if you have any questions or concerns.


    


    
        coltee_cuckoldee (+2)

        It looks like Kitty might make a few friends here so I do think her health is likely to improve. She's also miles away from Vronsky/Anna so it's unlikely she'll feel humiliated by what had happened in the past.
It shows how naive Kitty really is but this habit of romanticizing random people seems to be dangerous. She seems to be very trusting of people (we've seen how she courted Vronsky without any proposal from his side) but when her trust is shattered, she's so humiliated that she tends to become a recluse. She cannot continue to trust random people, build dreams with them in it and then run away when things don't turn out how she had planned them.
Varenka seems like a nice girl and it looks like she'll become friends with Kitty and influence her to make some mature decisions regarding her personal life. It looks like Varenka does not lead a comfortable life so she seems to be more rational/practical as opposed to Kitty's romantic nature. I'm worried that Varenka might influence Kitty to marry Levin as it is a somewhat rational choice (his finances are in good shape, he's hardworking, he'll never leave Kitty, etc but the marriage will likely be passionless as Levin just sees marriage as a milestone he needs to cross and Kitty will have to give up the city and move to the countryside).
She's started to see the flaws as she realized that Nikolai was Levin's brother. I think she's embarrassed by all that went down in Petersburg (?) and wants to put the entire episode behind her. She associates Levin with that period of time and probably does not want him to know just how much she's suffering.
I enjoyed it. We met a lot of new characters but I wonder how many of them we'll get to see in the subsequent chapters.


    


    
        Pythias (+3)

         It does seem much improved especially because she seems ready and eager to make the acquaintance of Varenka. I can't help but feel if she was still sickly she'd want to be alone.
 I loved this about her. She's just people watching and how many of us find ourselves doing the same thing while people watching. My fiance and I will make up dialogue for people when we people watch. 
 Varenka seems selfless and I assume she has a good heart. That's as much as I can say about her until Tolstoy decides to show us her flaws. 
 She probably has a bit of resentment towards Levin. Not because of what he did or anything but because he probably automatically brings up bad feelings of Vronsky. 
* I love it. It's a good change of pace and feels like a breath of fresh air. Like we're starting a chapter on something good and new.


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+3)

        I think Kitty's health will improve with time. As far as her tendency to romanticize people, well, she's a teenage girl. I didn't think anything of her boredom with people she does know, because I didn't get the impression she particularly liked them. She's entertaining herself with "what-ifs" about the as-yet-unfamiliar people.
Varenka is described as caring for many of the invalids, not just the lady she's accompanying. I'm not clear why this is: maybe she's just a nice person. Kitty probably wonders about that too, and would like to get to know her. Varenka is cordial to Kitty but apparently doesn't have time to chat.
When Levin said his brother was going to a watering place I wondered if he and Kitty would cross paths, and here he is. Before Kitty knew who he was she was able to entertain herself by imagining what he and Masha were like, but once she found out he was Levin's brother and her mother explained his history, there was nothing to imagine. Plus she was unpleasantly reminded that she'd rejected Levin's offer for the one she expected from Vronsky, who's the reason she's ill enough to be where she is.
The setting is interesting and I have a little more idea of what these places were like. People were there long enough to form relationships, but not likely lasting ones.


    


    
        NACLpiel (+3)

        More thought provoking questions to help me get the most out of this fantastically complex and, oh so human book.
Tolstoy uses the metaphor of peoples characters crystallising into the social roles they would usually take when at home. And so Kitty initially finds things same old same old. In order to spice things up she plays fantasy people watching games. I suspect Tolstoy spent a lot of time playing this godlike game. Personally, I love this people watching game and I don't think I'm alone.
Varenka challenges Kitty's own frivolous life. While Kitty passively people watches and offers nothing to the world Varenka contributes. Of course Kitty finds this appealing. Varenka offers Kitty a more meaningful way of living compared to the irreverent love games that Kitty indulges.
Kitty projects her own feelings of guilt onto Levin's brother.


    


    
        DernhelmLaughed (+2)

         Perhaps the contrast in setting serves well to show us that Kitty can recover without the constant reminder of Vronsky, whereas Anna is suffering from too much Vronsky and cannot contain her distress, even when in public and in the presence of her husband.
 Not sure where this is going. This woman is just living her life, apparently doing some good. Why criticize her attractiveness? But is Kitty envious that she is unbothered by heartbreak because she is not attractive to men?
 It's entirely a fabrication of Kitty's. Varenka probably wondered why this weird woman was staring at her.
 Kitty might be grasping at straws to find some affirmation that she did the right thing by turning down Levin. Or perhaps she is actually quite perceptive and notices the same things that disconcerted Levin when he met with his brother.
* At least there is some bit of Russia untouched by the Vronsky-Anna histrionics.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+2)

        It is a nice change of pace to see Kitty again. She seems to be healing. And thinking about love/romance in a good way. So that seems like a good turn.
I had to refresh myself on Levin’s brother since it’s been awhile.  Did we ever find out what he did that was so bad?


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+2)

        Levin was going over his brother's history on the way to visit him. Basically he had been fairly debauched after university, and failed to pay debts, and actually assaulted some people including a child.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+2)

        Ah! Thanks. Definitely one for Kitty to avoid.


    


    
        helenofyork (+2)

        I'd like to find out more about what these spas are like. Are they anything like modern spas?
I find it fascinating that society forms itself in a vacation spot.
Varenka having a head too large for her body was a fascinating detail to me.


    

Part 2 - Chapter 31

    Discussion from r/yearofannakarenina (2023)

1) At the altercation between Levin and the doctor, Kitty and the princess beat a hasty retreat, while Varenka interfered. Does this give us any deeper or new insights about the characters?
2) What do you think about Kitty, having to ask her mother to speak to Varenka? Do you think the princess would have agreed if Varenka had not intervened in the dispute?
3) What are the implications of the elder Levin brother being at the resort?
4) Why is Kitty so hooked on Varenka?
5) What did you think of the way their meeting went? Is there any significance to the one-sided handshake?
6) Favourite line / anything else to add?
Final line:


And Varenka went after them.
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        yearofbot (+1)

        Past years discussions:
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        NACLpiel (+7)

        That one sided handshake says so much about the uneven power dynamics in any potential relationship between Varenka & Kitty. Varenka is a carer and Kitty is a guest. I think Tolstoy is showing how social roles persist even when the environment changes. Kitty is really shown in this chapter to be powerless over her life, at two distinct levels. First, in order to even speak to another girl of roughly the same age Kitty needs her mother's say-so and introduction. And then once that particular barrier is crossed she is defeated by the fact that a servant/carer and guest cannot be more than superficial friends. Varenka is streetwise to this and says all the right things to Kitty, but she ultimately holds back. I think Tolstoy is showing how unseen forces are at play dictating how individuals behave.
Thinking about this chapters questions I thought of the 1990's film Dirty Dancing which explored this very guest/staff dynamic.
The fact that Kitty dislikes Levin's brother shows how her own personal history taints how she perceives others. If she didn't feel guilty over the Levin affair I'm not sure she would have been as negative towards him.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+3)

        I think Kitty sees Varenka as someone who lives with purpose. And she hasn’t had the influence in her life as the wealthy class. She is drawn to someone who just enjoys helping others.


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+2)

        When Levin made a scene, the others acted in character. Kitty and her mother got away from the scene, the colonel went to see what was going on, and Varenka helped. I wouldn't call it "interfering," since she explains later that Masha had called her over.
I'm amazed that Kitty doesn't seem to be able to do very much on her own initiative. Just a few months ago it was expected she'd be getting married, and away from her mother. Now she can't even talk to someone her mother hasn't met first. In this case, though, I think it was Kitty's continual asking that made a difference, not the Levin incident.
He was there because he's ill. I think his brother talked him into going, in hopes that it would help him.
As to why Kitty is fascinated with Varenka, it's probably because she's different from anyone Kitty has known. And I think it was fine for a first meeting. Varenka is perhaps a bit more reserved than Kitty.
The Princess' comments about Madame Stahl are interesting. She seems rather put out that Madame Stahl, a Russian lady, has made no move to contact her, (or, as noted in the previous chapter, any of the other Russians.) After all, she's a Princess and Madame Stahl is not, plus the Princess "used to know her belle-soeur."


    


    
        coltee_cuckoldee (+3)

        The Princess clearly does not want to be involved in any scandal. I'm sure she knows that Nikolai Levin is mentally ill and has a bad reputation (he's living with Mary and has no plans to marry her, his friends are wanted by the police, etc). Varenka seems to be very kind/helpful and it's clear that she's not phased by difficult situations.
Kitty is very naive and her mother seems to make a lot of decisions for her. I was a bit surprised that she wouldn't just go up to Varenka and initiate a conversation. The Princess only seems to associate with people with good reputations (she seems to be very conscious of the social standings of those with whom she interacts) so I don't think she would have agreed if Varenka had not intervened.
I wonder if Levin (Konstantin) will visit his brother at the resort. He seems to be putting an effort towards this relationship and if he heard that Kitty is at this resort, he might be convinced to make the journey. If asked, he could easily state that he's there for his brother.
I think Kitty wants to be like Varenka even though she has much more in life (money, societal connections, comforts, etc) than her. I guess she likes Varenka's attitude towards life- she seems to be focused on helping others and wants to imbibe this quality.
I think their meeting went well. I guess the one-sided handshake signified that Kitty is more into this friendship than Varenka. This makes sense as Varenka's always working (I hope she's getting paid) and she doesn't seem to have much time to pursue friendships. Kitty, on the other hand, seems to be looking for a distraction in life.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+3)

        

I wonder if Levin (Konstantin) will visit his brother at the resort. He seems to be putting an effort towards this relationship and if he heard that Kitty is at this resort, he might be convinced to make the journey. If asked, he could easily state that he's there for his brother.

Great call! I would love to see that.


    


    
        Pythias (+2)

        1) Varenka seems to enjoy being helpful or it at least comes second nature to her. Kitty and the Princess retreating seems in line with their characters. When the Princess realized she was wrong about Vronsky she never admitted fault and coming to therms with that fault. And Kitty never confronted Vronsky about how she felt.
2) I found this interesting considering the Princess was wrong about Vronsky. I feel like the Princess is being over protective of Kitty but she's a mom (and I don't have kids so what do I know). I don't know if the Princess would have allowed Kitty to hang out with Varenka if the incident with Levin hadn't occured.
3) I honestly don't know. I orginally though that this was how Konstantin was going to get news of Kitty but Stiva has already caught Konstantin up. So I really have no idea.
4) I feel like she had the same reaction to Anna but for different reasons. Kitty seems to admire Varenka for her qualities and selflessness.
5) I found it strange. According to Varenka, she too was looking forward to the acquaintance and everything but the handshake seems to indicate as much. Maybe she's fragile?


    

Part 2 - Chapter 32

    Discussion from r/yearofannakarenina (2023)

1) What did you think about Varenka’s origins? What bearing does the baby-swapping have?
2) Varenka makes favors for other people, even when it is hinted she doesn't really want to - like singing for the princess. Why does she do that?
3) Were you surprised that Varenka had relationship advice for Kitty? What do you think she's referring to when she says that there's so much that is more important?
4) What is Varenka’s secret? What do you think does give her calmness and dignity?
5) When Kitty first met Anna, she likewise found her to be flawless. What do you think sets apart the two women?
6) Favourite line / anything else to add?
Final line:


And kissing Kitty once more, without saying what was important, she stepped out courageously with the music under her arm and vanished into the twilight of the summer night, bearing away with her her secret of what was important and what gave her the calm and dignity so much to be envied.



9 Comments


    
        yearofbot (+1)
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        helenofyork (+3)

        Verenka to Kitty feels like Helen Burns to Jane Eyre - a female teaching the heroine how to love and live life.
Kitty was waiting to get married for her life to begin - oh! how many women have been destroyed by that manner of thinking! - but Verenka is living her life. Her circumstances are less than ideal but she rises up to life and lives with her heart, mind and soul.


'No, I always go alone and nothing ever happens to me,' she said, taking her hat. 

Contrast that with Kitty, who was practically hospitalized at Vronsky's behavior!


    


    
        coltee_cuckoldee (+2)

        

Verenka to Kitty feels like Helen Burns to Jane Eyre - a female teaching the heroine how to love and live life.

Great point!


    


    
        NACLpiel (+8)

        I absolutely love how Tolstoy treats this 'mystery to life' secret. First he has Verenka telling Kitty that her love problems aren't that unique or special and that fearing the humiliation of shame is pathetic (I particularly love this gem of advice).
And then we have the build up: 'ah, many things are important'...what, oh what could be the secret...
Tolstoy immediately gives us:
"Kitty, it is getting chilly. Either take a shawl or come in" (secret 1)
then, Varenka says "I have to look in at Madame Berthe's; she asked me to" (secret 2)
And so Tolstoy gives us 2 wonderfully simple rules for life. Keep warm when its cold and help others.


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+3)

        The story of Varenka's origins sounds rather like a fairy tale. Taken from her mother (chief cook in the Imperial household) and given to a rich woman whose child had died. (In the fairy tale, it would turn out that she was the daughter of the Tsar.) I wonder how this would have played out if Madame Stahl had not learned that Varenka wasn't her own child. (She probably would have been able to marry her lover instead of being rejected by his family.) As it is, though, Varenka seems to be grateful for the way she was raised.
Varenka wants to help others, and her first instinct seems to be "yes." Some might call her a people pleaser, but maybe she just likes to make people happy.
I wasn't exactly surprised that she wanted to give helpful advice, but I rather hoped that it would be "there are other fish in the sea." I do hope Kitty doesn't decide to emulate Varenka and decide not to ever marry.
What's "more important?" Observing Varenka, it seems to be focusing on others rather than herself.
Kitty does seem prone to hero worship, and Varenka is certainly a better role model. Varenka has values; Anna seems absorbed in herself. Outwardly, though, she must have seemed the perfect society matron to Kitty, with all the perfect social graces.


    


    
        helenofyork (+2)

        

(In the fairy tale, it would turn out that she was the daughter of the Tsar.)

lol
I was wondering if some wonderful reveal about Verenka takes place later in the book. I think I'd know it though.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+4)

        I think what is “so much more important” and what gives Varenka calmness and dignity are the same. It is her confidence and her sureness in who she is and what she is doing. Living with purpose.
Varenka seems real (genuine), humble and transparent and knows who she is while Anna in retrospect was just a false front who doesn’t know who she is or what she wants.
Varenka seems like a great influence for Kitty. I hope she gains some confidence from her.


    


    
        coltee_cuckoldee (+5)

        I was surprised to read about it as I thought that Varenka was a maid that Madame Stahl cared for and vice versa. It's great that M. Stahl adopted Varenka when her relatives passed away/abandoned her but I wish that Varenka had experienced daughterly love. It seems to me that she's always known that she's not M. Stahl's daughter but is thankful for the opportunities she has and is always eager to help M. Stahl out.
I think she does this as she knows that if she wasn't adopted by M. Stahl she would not have access to these experiences/comforts. She probably volunteers for these activities in order to show that she's grateful for the lifestyle she's exposed to.
No, I had previously guessed that Varenka would help Kitty realize certain things about her love life. Varenka seems to be very grounded and she's always keeping herself busy by helping others. She probably does not have the time to mope around.
Varenka has a life of her own and a purpose- she's always helping others out and seems content. Her entire life probably did not revolve around her lover which might be why she was able to move on quickly and graciously.
One thing that sets Anna and Varenka apart is the way society views the two. Anna was always seen as the charming, beautiful woman who had it all- everyone aspired to be like her or to befriend her. Varenka is very quiet and sure about herself- nobody really notices her but she seems to be unconcerned about having a certain image.


    


    
        Pythias (+3)

        1) I thought the baby swapping was sad but they both needed each other so it worked out in the end.
2) I thought at first that it's because she's just too nice and doesn't feel right saying no. But now I'm not so sure. Varenka is a mystery to me at  the moment.
3) Varenka seems to be happy or claims to be. She may be mature enough to know that her happiness doesn't depend on one person.
4) Does she just accept things as they are and understands that she can't control everything. Cause if you can accept that you can have peace and maybe that's why she's calm and dignified. I don't know her secret or can guess one but she does come off as stoic.
5) Varenka seems more genuine but I thought as much of Anna. We'll see what she's hiding or at lease what her secret may be.


    

Part 2 - Chapter 34

    Discussion from r/yearofannakarenina (2023)

 Kitty's parents have opposing views on European society. Why do you think they differ so strongly?
 Tolstoy contrasts the healthy appearance of the German working class against the sick and dying from all over Europe. What did you think about that?
 The Prince Shtcherbatsky was quite taken by Varenka. Did his reaction to her affect your own opinion? Do you trust his judgement?
 What did you think of the Prince’s reaction to Petrov?
 What did you think of the way the Prince’s mockery took all the charm out of Madame Stahl? and his comparative inability to mock Varenka?
 Now that the Prince has brought a new perspective on things, do you think Kitty will reconsider, or carry on with her new plans?
* Anything else you'd like to discuss?
Final line:


And by no effort of the imagination could Kitty bring back the former Madame Stahl.
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        Pythias (+2)

         Kitty's parent's seem to constantly have opposing views. Their views on European society is no different. Kitty's mother seems to lack confidence and it makes sense that she cares what other people think about her. Where as the Prince is confident with who he is and knows what he wants. It makes sense that he's verbal about being a proud Russian.
 I think that /u/coltee_cuckoldee and others hit the mark about what's going on in Europe at the time.
 I like Varenka and I think I would still like her if the Prince didn't like her. I trust his judgement because he was right about Vronsky.
 I didn't think much of his reaction because it didn't seem out of the ordinary.
  I thought that this was interesting. He couldn't mock Varenka and I think that says something about how she carries herself. I think the Prince respects Varenka.
 I think that Kitty will come to her senses and realize that this is not the path for her and it will open up the doors (and her eyes) to what she really wants. At least I hope as much for her.


    


    
        DernhelmLaughed (+4)

         It feels like they are taking little vacations from their usual selves. But they each go in the opposite direction.
 I read that as a commentary on the class system, and how the producers inject health into society, while the takers are themselves a sickness.
 The prince is ready to like his daughter's friend, who herself seems not to stand on ceremony, and who has a reputation of kind solicitude. So, the prince's reaction is nothing out of the ordinary. His attention is centered on his family, and what affects them. He has not given me the impression that his opinion is especially insightful or objective. So, his opinion is irrelevant to me.
 His reaction is merely brief pity and then he moves on immediately. Of course he does not know the possibly jealousy that Kitty has excited in Anna Pavlovna.
 All these interactions between the high society characters seem to be layer upon layer of old society gossip, vested interests and indifference masquerading as witticisms. I think it must be precarious to base one's liking of another person based on such brittle foundations.
 Kitty is looking for something to give her life meaning. Failing that, she will settle for some distraction or solace in any convenient form.


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+3)

        I loved this chapter, and I was very happy to see the Prince.
The Prince is happy being who he is, and is proud of being Russian. He sees no need to emulate European society manners. The Princess seems to think European society is more sophisticated and therefore better, and she tries to adopt their ways, whatever those are.
The contrast between the healthy staff and the guests is what I'd expect in a place where sick people go in hopes of getting well. Tolstoy's description gives a good picture of the overall environment, and I was able to picture it a little better than before.
I do trust the Prince's judgment. He was right about Vronsky, anyway. He may have been suspicious about Varenka and thought all the praise of her might be overstated, but he sees no reason to doubt it upon meeting her. His reaction to Petrov seemed a little out of character, as there must have been other sick people around that he didn't take particular note of. I think it was just a way for Tolstoy to continue (and maybe finish) the Petrov narrative.
I think Kitty trusts her father's judgment, and his commentary made her see Madame Stahl in a new light. He found nothing to mock in Varenka, though. I think Kitty has been brought down to earth a little, and although she will continue to have a new perspective on what's important in life, her plans won't be as extreme.


    


    
        helenofyork (+3)

        The Prince brings us the key to Mme. Stahl!
He brings knowledge of the past and of society with him. His women are sheltered and romanticize their environment.
Kitty caught glimpses of something off about Stahl. Her father confirms it. Mme. Stahl is taking advantage of a situation and playing pious widow to gain a foothold in society instead of being ignored.


    


    
        coltee_cuckoldee (+4)

        I think their views on European society differ as their personalities differ. The Princess is always concerned with what other people think, she tries her best to maintain her reputation and avoid those with bad reputations. She's solely focused on her (and her family's) image. The Prince seems to be more laidback and unconcerned. That's probably why the Princess is trying so hard to fit in whereas the Prince is being himself (and trying to be as un-European as he possibly can in order to counter his wife's fakeness).
Germany was doing very well in the late 1800s (Bismark is at the top of his game, industrialization, etc) and since Anna Karenina is set in the 1870s, I'm assuming that the country was getting richer and people had enough to live a comfortable life.
Varenka has good manners and minds her own business. The interaction was very quick so I'd be surprised if he had a negative opinion of her. The Prince seems to know Kitty very well and wants the best for her but the few lines about him ("anything that drew his daughter away from him and of fear lest she might escape from his influence into regions inaccessible to him") surprised me. I never considered him to be a possessive father.
I was a bit surprised by how friendly he was with Petrov. Kitty was clearly trying to avoid him. I might be overthinking here, but maybe he understood that Petrov is attracted to Kitty and he wanted to intimidate him by introducing himself as Kitty's father. Petrov will definitely not attempt anything inappropriate as long as her father is close by.
I don't think M. Stahl was particularly charming prior to this. It's just that Kitty placed her on a pedestal along with Varenka. Now that Kitty knows her father's feelings about M. Stahl, she's unable to think highly of her anymore. She's easily influenced by those around her and tends to emulate them/their opinions. I think the Prince understands that Varenka is a decent girl and seeing the progress that Kitty has made, he likely doesn't want to make fun of her for no reason.
I think Kitty will get over this religious/spiritual phase of hers. However, I think she'll still be influenced by Varenka for some more time (until her secret comes out, one of them leaves the facility and head backs home, etc).


    


    
        NACLpiel (+3)

        

anything that drew his daughter away from him and of fear lest she might escape from his influence into regions inaccessible to him

This line jumped out at me too. I don't think he is possessive as much as concerned dad whose seen his daughter stumble in the past. It's another lovely gem from Tolstoy that got me thinking how rich and varied our own lives are and that no other person can every fully know you. As a parent to teenagers I'm all too aware of this painful yet beautiful process of watching them become their own thinking human beings, with sides to them that I will never know, and who see the world differently to me and will make decisions that I disagree with...and so my sense of redundancy in their lives will continue. Sob.
The Prince being friendly with Petrov. I was also a bit confused by this, and also resorted to possible overthinking: perhaps Tolstoy is showing us that he is also vulnerable to misreading situations, and can be wrong about things.
I read this chapter as to just how powerfully our personal opinions are influenced by others.


    


    
        coltee_cuckoldee (+2)

        

As a parent to teenagers I'm all too aware of this painful yet beautiful process of watching them become their own thinking human beings, with sides to them that I will never know, and who see the world differently to me and will make decisions that I disagree with...and so my sense of redundancy in their lives will continue. 

This is an interesting perspective. I'm not a parent so I didn't interpret it like this. I thought he was being possessive/controlling.


    

Part 2 - Chapter 35

    Discussion from r/yearofannakarenina (2023)

 What did you think of the effects the Prince had on everyone?
 During the argument Kitty says to Varenka "I liked you simply, but you most likely only wanted to save me, to improve me". Do you think she is right? What did you think of the relationship between the two?
 What does Kitty mean when she says “I may be bad, but at least I won’t be a liar, a deceiver”?
 Kitty displays some child-like behaviour with her tantrum, though she also has some self reflection. Has she changed? What do you think she has learnt about herself in her time here?
 Why does Varenka say that she will only visit Kitty when Kitty is married?
 As this appears to be the end of the Kitty segment: what did you think of these chapters?
 What did you think of Part 2 as a whole?
 Anything else you'd like to discuss?
Final line:


Her Moscow troubles had become a memory to her.
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        Pythias (+3)

         I like the Prince. And everyone seems to like him, he's one of the few characters that feels secure about himself without coming off as arrogant or mean spirited. 
 I think Kitty's insecurity is projecting here. Varenka seemed to be genuinely interested in meeting Kitty's acquaintance for friendship purposes only. And Varenka seemed like a good friend. 
 I think Kitty wasn't being true to herself and because of that she thought of herself as a deceiver and maybe even sinful for it. 
 I think Kitty has because Kitty has become a little more self aware she can now fully understand what it is she wants out of her life and maybe go after it more confidently. 
 I think that Varenka knows, better than Kitty knows herself, that Kitty will not be happy until she has married and therefore uses her friendship as motivation to push Kitty to go after what she wants. 
 I like these chapters and I hope that Kitty comes out of this whole situation more confident and more knowledgeable about her world. 
* Part two broke my heart for both Alexei and Kitty. I feel better about Kitty. But I don't know how it's going to end well for Alexei.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+3)

        This section has been an interesting time for Kitty. I was hoping she would mature and see that she could spend time helping people and have purpose. She seems to have been reminded by her fathers visit of her low self esteem. Her tantrum this chapter and self effacing comments were sad to hear.
It does seem she has grown during her visit and seeing other walks of life. I am not sure how much it really changed her.


    


    
        SnoozealarmSunflower (+6)

        The prince was jovial and liked by everyone — except his own daughter. He returned and pointed out some negative aspects of these people she was coming to know and love. Kitty had been enjoying herself and now her eyes have been opened to some harsher truths, thanks to her father.
I don’t think that Varenka only wanted to improve Kitty. I think she genuinely liked her as a friend, but had other responsibilities. The argument is mostly one-sided, from Kitty, letting her emotions get the better of her as she has in the past.
Kitty feels like she was deceiving the others by pretending to be good and helpful to them, but she does not necessarily feel that is true about herself. It’s taken her effort to keep up this appearance and she’s decided that she’d rather not deceive others into believing that she is truly this way (an “angel” like Varenka), but this will be perceived as being “bad” or unhelpful. She is realizing that she cannot make everyone love her and has to be content with that.
I don’t think she’s done a total 180 yet, as she is still having the tantrums, but I think Varenka and her father have both opened her eyes and she is starting to have a little introspection. The big change is hopefully coming.
I don’t think that Varenka meant anything negative by saying she would not visit unless she marries. It’s just that she will be far away and have other responsibilities and likely can’t go for a frivolous visit unless there’s a big reason or event, like a wedding.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+2)

        

Kitty feels like she was deceiving the others by pretending to be good and helpful to them, but she does not necessarily feel that is true about herself. It’s taken her effort to keep up this appearance and she’s decided that she’d rather not deceive others into believing that she is truly this way (an “angel” like Varenka), but this will be perceived as being “bad” or unhelpful. 

Great comment. I feel this one. Sometimes when I am volunteering I wonder if I am just doing it with effort because I think it will make me feel good or does it really feel like my soul expressing itself. Selfish vs selfless motives.


    


    
        SnoozealarmSunflower (+2)

        Well I’m glad someone thought it was a great comment — I went back and read it and thought it sounded like incoherent rambling 😂🤦🏻‍♀️
But totally agree, I feel the same way about “good deeds” and volunteering- “why am I really doing this?”


    


    
        coltee_cuckoldee (+3)

        The Prince puts everyone at ease (including Varenka, this is probably the first time we've read of her laughing and having fun) and everybody seems to like him.
I think she's right to an extent. Varenka does help others a lot and it seems to be something she enjoys. If she had not made Kitty's acquaintance, I'm sure she would have found someone else to help. I don't think she considered Kitty to be a project to work on, it's just that she's known for being helpful and she probably takes actions in order to keep this image. I don't think the two could ever be true friends- they seem to be too different and have different priorities. Their friendship would probably resemble that of Levin and Oblonsky where they only see a side of the other and can only be with one another for limited amounts of time. I think the class difference could also be another issue? Kitty comes from nobility whereas Varenka was adopted at birth by M. Stahl (who's probably not popular in Russian society). I wonder if the Princess would approve of such a friendship if it continued in Russia.
Kitty knows that the spiritual lifestyle is not truly for her. She adopted it as she wanted to be more like Varenka but she seems to have understood that she was faking an entire lifestyle in order to build a certain image.
I was surprised by the tantrum as Kitty is 19-20 (she was 18 when we first met her). Her parents seem to coddle her a lot as well. I don't think she has changed a lot (she's still easily influenced, has no real opinion of her own, etc) but she seems to have understood that it's easier to be true to oneself. She has shown growth with respect to this but we don't know if she'll be able to practice what she's learned.
Varenka will likely not marry- M. Stahl depends too much on her and she would probably feel too guilty if she did end up marrying as M. Stahl is the only family she's ever known and she's protected her from a life of poverty. Varenka has realized her influence on Kitty and she  likely has a feeling that if they keep visiting one another, Kitty will try harder to emulate Varenka and she would refuse to marry as well (against the Princess' wishes). If this does happen, the Prince and the Princess will resent her and as Varenka does not want to be the cause of anyone's misery, she's decided it would be easier if they meet after Kitty's marriage.
I enjoyed these chapters. We've seen Kitty realize a few things.
Part 2 was much more fast paced than Part 1 (Anna/Vronsky consummated their affair and she got pregnant after a year of just talking with one another at parties) and I loved reading it. I can't wait to read about all that happens in the next part!


    


    
        helenofyork (+2)

        If M. Stahl was a "true mother" to Varenka - never mind not giving birth to her, she raised her - she would look to set her up and have her live a happy life. M. Stahl could always remain in Varenka's life. But no, she keeps her in between a servant and a daughter. That alone shows M. Stahl's true character.


    


    
        coltee_cuckoldee (+2)

        True and I believe that Varenka knows this as well which is why she subserviently does all the tasks.
Also, I found it weird that M. Stahl kept Varenka after the latter lost her family. I thought she did out of kindness but now I wonder if she did it as she was already divorced from her husband (mentioned in ch. 32) and needed someone to take care of her in her old age. She might have found the idea of a second marriage too cumbersome.


    


    
        helenofyork (+2)

        Definitely kept Varenka on as her nursemaid for life. It is a very sad storyline within the book: the bright young thing smothered by an aristocrat with as-the-Prince-put-it "stubby legs."


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+4)

        The prince seems to be one of those generous, cheerful people that everyone likes. For some people he might be a little overwhelming, best in small doses.
Kitty's "argument" with Varenka is more of an outburst on Kitty's side; Varenka isn't really arguing. It reminds me of Kitty's outburst with Dolly earlier in Part 2, where we learn "that in moments of excitement Kitty was capable of forgetting herself and saying a great deal too much." Even though she hasn't known Kitty long, Varenka seems to understand this. And no, I don't think Kitty's right about Varenka only wanting to improve her. I think Varenka really likes her. She doesn't want to promise a visit because she's obligated to be with Madame Stahl, but Kitty's wedding would be a must.
This whole Kitty segment is satisfying for me. She's over her illness, and she's grown as a person.
Part 2 was certainly eventful. At the beginning we learned Kitty was very ill and now she's well, so there's some closure there. The Anna/Vronsky story is still in turmoil though. Maybe we get back to that in the next part.
I don't entirely understand the point of dividing the book into parts, unless it was just so it wouldn't appear so unmanageably long.


    


    
        NACLpiel (+3)

         the Prince was in cracking great form and quite the soul of the party
 Kitty is projecting her own frustrations, disappointments and disillusions onto Varenka. She's not taking responsibility for her own shit. 
 Kitty is holding onto her sense of being an authentic passionate person who would rather do something wrong because the drive is from the heart, than do everything correct because the drive is from the head. She would rather be a warm hearted & flawed than cold & clinical.
 The magical spa waters have changed Kitty, she has been cleansed. The change in scenery helped her try out a few new things, give her new perspectives. She has been updated and in a new version (bugs still to be found)
 I think this is a Russian etiquette thing, I will only visit you if you achieve that thing that you really want. A way to encourage a friend to reach for their dreams. 
 I enjoyed this brief holiday to a German spa. It evoked memories of my own teenager holidays with the family. Overall it feels like a counterpoint to Levin going through his own 'break' from the past by throwing himself deep into local farm politics. Both have been distracted and had some space.


    

Part 3 - Chapter 1

    Discussion from r/yearofannakarenina (2023)

 A new section of the book begins and we return to Levin's farm and the arrival of his older brother Sergey Ivanovitch. Why does Levin feel uncomfortable with his brother there?
 What do you think of the relationship between the brothers, and the differences between their characters?
 What do you make of Levin’s conflicting views about the peasantry?
 What do you think of the distinction Levin makes between doing things from the mind and doing things from the heart?
 Given that this chapter follows the section on Kitty's character development, where do you think Tolstoy is headed with this return to Levin's life?
 Anything else you'd like to discuss?
Final line:


"No, I must just run round to the counting-house for a minute," Levin would answer, and he would run off to the fields.
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        Pythias (+3)

         Levin is probably too polite and cares too much for his brother to dismiss him in order to do his duties. Sergey just wants to relax while Levin's livelihood is the farm. 
 Sergey reminds me a lot of Oblonsky. Both seem so cool calm and collected almost to a point of arrogance, while Levin seems unsure of himself. It seems like the typical roles of an older and younger brother relationship. 
 I think it fits with Levin's conflicting views of himself. He doesn't always seem confident. In fact the only time I feel like he's sure of himself is when he's running his farm. 
 That line actually confused me a bit. In my copy it states: "In Sergey Ivanovitch’s eyes his younger brother was a capital fellow, with his heart in the right place (as he expressed it in French), but with a mind which, though fairly quick, was too much influenced by the impressions of the moment, and consequently filled with contradictions."
I assume it means that Sergey believes that even though Levin has a good heart he may be slightly impulsive and that's what makes me contradict himself.  
* I'm hoping that some how things will work out for both Levin and Kitty.


    


    
        coltee_cuckoldee (+3)

        They have different outlooks on life as well as different interests. Levin seems to be a bit rigid when it comes to who he likes spending time with. He's always a bit uncomfortable if his company's interests/lifestyle do not entirely align with his own (we've seen it with Oblonsky, Nikolai and now, Sergey). If he does end up marrying Kitty, I wonder if he'll disapprove of the lifestyle she's accustomed to (going to balls, etc), if she will give up everything to live the lifestyle dictated by him or if he'll actually show some growth in the future.
They don't seem to be very close. It looks like they get along only because they are related to each other. I don't think they would have been friends if they weren't bound by this relationship. Since Sergey is a half brother to the Levins (Nikolai and Konstantin), I wonder if Sergey grew up in the city (I'm assuming that Levin spent most of his life in the country). This could explain why they have differing views when it comes to the countryside life.
I kind of agree with Sergey when he's of the opinion that Levin is swayed by the opinions of others and is therefore full of contradictions. However, I feel that these opinions have to support what he ultimately believes in- living a life in the country. When Levin mentioned that he considers the peasants to be "his chief partners in a common undertaking", I got the feeling that these were someone else's words he was passing of as his own. We've never seen Levin extend friendship to these peasants and it's funny that he would consider them to be his partners as his entire living is dependent on their hard work. I don't think the peasants are minting money the way he is.
That's just Levin being Levin. He seems to be hold others to very high standards and has a low opinion of them when they don't reach up to the standards he has set. Why is he so surprised that others might take up a certain job for the money/benefits it offers them? Did he take up farming in order to feed others? He's profiting from it as well.
I think Kitty and Levin will end up together. There would be no need for Tolstoy to reintroduce him if she would end up with someone else. Another thing I noticed: I wonder why Tolstoy sent Nikolai Levin/Mary to the same facility as Kitty. They had no interaction there so I think Levin might come to know of Kitty visiting the facility through his brother.


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+2)

        Levin didn't "take up" farming; he was born to it. And I think he probably took over responsibility for running the farm not too long after the serfs were liberated and became "the peasantry." It's interesting that he considers them partners, but he didn't actually say this; those are Tolstoy's words describing Levin's attitude.


    


    
        coltee_cuckoldee (+2)

        Fair enough. Farming may not have been a choice for him but I'm sure he doesn't work just to feed others- there must be some monetary benefit for him.
Although Levin was born to a noble family, I wonder if he could survive without a job. It looks like Konstantin might have paid for Nikolai's travel expenses when he visited the German facility so the extra cash-flow via farming probably helps him out greatly.


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+2)

        Oh, absolutely. It’s his profession, the family business so to speak. Proceeds split between him and Sergey, and both live very well. Don’t know why Nikolai didn’t get a share; maybe he took it all at once and blew it Prodigal Son style.


    


    
        coltee_cuckoldee (+2)

        Was it mentioned that Nikolai didn't get a share of the family business?


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+2)

        I had to go back to see where I got that from. In Chapter 8 when Levin visits Sergey, "their mother's property had not been divided, and Levin took charge of both their shares” and also Nikolai had "dissipated the greater part of his fortune." So Nikolai got a share of the family fortune, but not in the form of a share of the business.


    


    
        SnoozealarmSunflower (+3)

        Levin feels uncomfortable because he and his brother differ in the way they view the country. That is Levin’s “domain” and when Sergey is there he does not behave in a way that Levin finds appropriate.
The brothers are certainly an “odd couple”- Levin doing work in the country / Sergey using it to relax, but it seems to work for them. I thought there would be more friction between them.
The views on peasantry are interesting. On the surface, it seems like Sergey is more open-minded and less classist as he “loves them all” and holds no judgement, but as it continues on it is clear that he only loves them all because he sees them as simple people who are all the same. Levin cannot make a blanket statement that he “loves them all”, because he sees each one as a complex individual like himself.
The heart vs head reminds me of the Kitty and Varenka stuff from the last section. Levin seems to agree that he’d rather behave a certain way because he genuinely wants to, rather than because of how it will be perceived by others.
I didn’t think much at first of this coming right after a Kitty section, but perhaps it is to keep her fresh in our memory. Now that she has had a little introspection and more content, her feelings may be changing about Levin. She may show up there, or he may go to her for some reason.


    


    
        DernhelmLaughed (+3)

        I think Levin views the peasantry as individuals who act independently and want different things, whereas Sergey thinks of peasantry as a homogeneous class. Levin's is an up-close understanding, and Sergey's is akin to an astronomer viewing a distant galaxy as a single object.


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+2)

        I was surprised. Somehow I hadn't expected Sergey Ivanovitch to have a major part in the narrative, but apparently he will. Levin enjoys having his brother there, but he also has things to do. As we've seen before, Levin is quite the micromanager, and he envisions his workers messing things up if he isn't there to supervise. I also think he must get annoyed with his brother's certainty regarding things he has no first hand knowledge of.
The brothers seem to get on well, which I hadn't expected from the only other time we saw them together. Levin is a doer as well as a thinker, and he thinks about practical things while his brother (a scholar, apparently) theorizes.
Levin's views about the peasantry aren't conflicting at all. He doesn't think of "the peasantry" as his brother seems to, a homogeneous mass of people with a common character. Levin knows individual people, some of whom are good and some bad, some hardworking and some lazy, and so forth. Levin is right, but apparently that doesn't fit with his brothers mode of thinking. I rather doubt if Levin really loses those arguments with his brother; think they just aren't speaking the same language.
When we left Kitty, she was going to visit Dolly in the country. This may signal an encounter with Levin.


    


    
        NACLpiel (+2)

         Rehab vs living.
 Older brother has certainty & definite opinions, younger brother dithers & open to suggestions. Older brother argues for arguments sake and always beats younger brother (being an older brother had years of practice). Older brother makes younger brother feel stupid. Older brother doesn't take younger brother seriously. Younger brother just wants to live his own flawed life without having older brother taking over. 
 I welcome the holding of contrasting ideas at the same time. World is messy, issues are complex and its wrong to think there is one true answer out there. However, this openness to having conflicting views will drive Levin (and Tolstoy) mad. Certainty gives greater security. Definitely :-)
 Heart vs Head. Recurring theme visited last chapter between Kitty & Varenka. Levin prefers actions to come from a place of genuine & sincere need to help than out of a sense of duty & obligation.
* Levin needs space to re-evaluate and self cleanse. Writing this I realised that Levin is also using the countryside as rehab.
I really enjoyed this chapter, was quite clear in juxtaposing the two brothers outlook on life, and reinforcing the idea that the world is one messy place and there are different ways of dealing with this: taking a stand and fooling yourself that you know it all or embracing the nuance and accepting you are wrong most of the time. Pros and cons to each. Lots to think about. Great chapter.


    

Part 3 - Chapter 2

    Discussion from r/yearofannakarenina (2023)

 The doctor treating the housekeeper's sprained wrist chatted to Sergey about the poor state of affairs of the district council (the one Levin had lost interest in). What do you think Sergey will do with this knowledge?
 In this book people in lively moods, like the Prince, have been described as infectious to those around them, but in this chapter Sergey Ivanovich’s mood does not infect Levin, and the latter remains glum. Why do you think this is?
 “Konstantin Levin did not like talking and hearing about the beauty of nature. Words for him removed the beauty of what he was seeing.” — what do you make of that?
 What did you think of the scenery in this chapter?
* Anything else you'd like to discuss?
Final line:


‘No, I don’t know that riddle,’ answered Levin glumly.
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        Pythias (+2)

         I don't think Sergey cares and therefore won't do much about the situation. Or maybe he'll somehow convince Levin to do something about it. 
 The Prince is so much more likeable than Sergey. Sergey, to me, comes off as arrogant while the Prince is much more charming. 
 My guess is that Levin wants to be in the moment and enjoy the beauty of nature in his own way. It really made me wonder how offended he'd be about people pulling out their phones for every "experience" they encounter. 
 It was gorgeous. I honestly love Tolstoy's descriptions. He really does such a superb job of putting me in the scene. 
* What the heck is that riddle? Is it lost in translation? I don't understand the riddle.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+4)

        Beautifully written chapter on nature. I love the dichotomy that Levin thinks words remove the beauty of what he sees but Tolstoy must use words to describe to is us what Levin sees.


    


    
        NACLpiel (+6)

        

“Konstantin Levin did not like talking and hearing about the beauty of nature. Words for him removed the beauty of what he was seeing.” — what do you make of that?

I absolutely love this. The limitations of words.


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+3)

        I think Sergey will try to talk his brother into rejoining the council, but I don’t think Levin will give in. He knows it’s a mess; that’s why he resigned from it in the first place. If he had been able to change things he would have done it then; he considers it a waste of time.
The Prince and Sergey are so different. The Prince is other-focused and entertaining. Sergey  expects others to join in his cheerful spirit because they feel the same way he does, and may not even notice when they don’t.
I loved the description of the scenery, and Levin loves how beautiful it is. He likes to experience it, not talk about it as Sergey does. Levin finds that distracting.


    


    
        coltee_cuckoldee (+3)

        I think Sergey will convince Levin to rejoin the district council. If Levin gets a nice position at the council, it will distract him further from thinking about Kitty (although we haven't seen him pining for her in the last few chapters) and he might build a great reputation for himself.
Levin seems like a very rigid person to me. Once he sets his mind to an opinion, it would be very difficult to sway him from it. He's also not a people's person- he prefers to be in the company of those close to him and he has a set of activities/hobbies he enjoys.
We know that Levin prefers the countryside to the city. I think he enjoys experiencing the beauty of nature in solitude. If another person talks about it, it tends to dilute the experience for him.
I enjoyed this chapter. It reminded me of the time when Levin and Oblonsky went on a hunt.


    

Part 3 - Chapter 3

    Discussion from r/yearofannakarenina (2023)

 What is your general impression about the stances of the two brothers?
 Why do you think Levin does not see the value in education and healthcare?
 Why does Levin only pursue goals where he himself can get an advantage from it? What do you think of his theory of there existing selfish impetus behind all our actions, and that “no activity can be sound if it is not based on self-interest”?
 Sergey Ivanovitch believes that he is delivering the final blow when he points out that the emancipation of the serfs was not achieved through self-interest, but Levin strongly disagrees, saying that everyone wanted to remove that crushing yoke. What do you make of that?
* Anything else you'd like to discuss?
Final line:


Sergey Ivanovich reeled in his last line, Konstantin untied the horse, and they drove off.
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        Ok-Shame-7975 (+2)

        I think Levin is hurt. Ever since the novel started, we are presented with the fact that he is somewhat envious of his brother (koznyshev), and everytime a debate erupts between them, it is Koznyshev who triumphs. So partly, it's a defense mechanism on Levin's part to apply concepts that are repressive/regressive.
secondly I believe what Levin says is true. Self interest is the truest guiding life force. You do things for others, however selfishly you want it to be to feel good for ourselves. For example, when you feel that you have helped a person in crossing a street, you feel good about yourself. You feel that I am truly a good person. Deep inside you need some actions to prove that you are a good man, otherwise if you were not, lets say, interested in proving that you were not a good person, you would not have helped.
Emancipation of the serfs was a politically charged principle. Levin and the others, they cared for the peasants, but at the same time he was afraid that giving them emancipation or freedom without some kind of restrictions would be harmful. The Zemstvo concerned trivial matters, that were useless, as Levin states.. There is a personal bias in it, but at the same time he worries that increasing participation of the serfs will be harmful for the  nobility. For example the first time Stiva and Levin decides on the pricing of the wood, Levin says that by giving them money, at a lower rate, stiva is basically corrupting their minds. They are not working hard for the keep, and it may result in a social corruption


    


    
        Pythias (+2)

         Levin seems to have a good heart but doesn't seem to understand how the world really works. It's why he is so contradictory. It's as though he wants to support his brother's views but privilege has blinded him. 
 This I just don't understand about Levin. He himself is an educated man, at least some college but because he has no kids and believes that "peasants don’t want to send their children" he sees no reason to invest. Levin doesn't believe in medicine so why invest in that as well, I'm glad that Sergey points out his hypocrisy. 
 I don't subscribed to the theory that “no activity can be sound if it is not based on self-interest”. I think that people do their best work when the are cooperative opposed to competitive. Maybe Levin buys into the theory because he is pessimistic about peasants. 
 I like and agree with what /u/sunndaze7777777 stated about the emancipation of the serfs:


It seems that Levin (and all classes) support the emancipation of the serfs because they know times were changing and they had to make a change. But it seems to me to be counterproductive to free them and then not provide infrastructure to support them.



    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+5)

        Sergey represents the more liberal thoughts of the time and need for infrastructure to support the lower classes. While Levin represents the privileged view of only funding and supporting what selfishly suits them.
I agree that as humans we basically act selfishly in a self preserving manner. This harkens to Hobbes’ philosophy.
It seems that Levin (and all classes) support the emancipation of the serfs because they know times were changing and they had to make a change. But it seems to me to be counterproductive to free them and then not provide infrastructure to support them.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+2)

        Sergey represents the more liberal thoughts of the time and need for infrastructure to support the lower classes. While Levin represents the privileged Nobility view of only funding and supporting what selfishly suits them.
I agree that as humans we basically act selfishly in a self-preserving manner. This harkens to Hobbes’ philosophy but Levin has a twist that he doesn’t think we are inherently this way just that it is what is sustainable to us humans.
It seems that Levin (and all classes) support the emancipation of the serfs because they know times were changing and they had to make a change. But it seems to me to be counterproductive to free them and then not provide infrastructure to support them.


    


    
        LiteraryReadIt (+2)

        This is one of my favorite chapters because I see a lot of parallels of Levin and Sergey's arguments to the Bhagavad-Gita, a core Hindu philosophical book, and in his later life Tolstoy wrote letters to Mahatma Gandhi who was a Hindu, of course.
Levin is allowing his innate human nature, which is showing itself as fear and selfishness in this chapter, prevent other people gaining upward mobility through education and healthcare. Yes, Levin's a nobleman, but the most distinguishing aspect of his nature is that he actually enjoys living in the country and chooses to live there, even though his education and connections would allow him to reasonably move permanently to Moscow or St. Petersburg. So I believe Levin doesn't want to admit that his choice could be reflected by the peasants, too because that would mean that his country life and city life will inevitably become closer and it's no longer a secret world to hide in comfortably.


    


    
        coltee_cuckoldee (+2)

        I agree with Sergey's opinion on this matter but I concur with u/NACLpiel's point on how Sergey was trying to get an argument/reaction from Levin.
Levin wants to spend his money on services that will benefit him and his family in the future. He seems to be a bit narrow-minded and selfish in his arguments. We already know Levin's views on nobility- he seems to be of the opinion that since his ancestors have benefited from the work of the lower classes, he is entitled to the same benefits as well. He refuses to work for the betterment of others as it would greatly help his employees to be less dependent on him. If they're educated, they can find other work for themselves and Levin would need to match the benefits (greater pay, etc) provided by other employers.
Levin only works for his own sake. I guess he is more concerned about the struggles he may have to face if he helps others. He might have to provide better pay, reduce working hours, etc. I agree with his theory as people put more efforts towards tasks that benefit them. I understand Levin's POV as this is just part of human nature.
I think it shows that the brothers fought for the same cause but for different reasons.


    


    
        NACLpiel (+3)

        Classic scenario of enlightened city folk bemoaning these stupid locals and their backward ways. Tolstoy has Sergey fishing and indeed, older brother gets younger brother to bite and then get entangled in theoretical arguments. Words, words, words. Meanwhile, in the real world the steward is letting the peasants off before the ploughing is finished.
Older brother sees the world in stark black & white positions compared to younger brother who sees only grey. The feelings of misunderstandings are not surprising, in these waters resentments lurk.
Levin is being brutally honest with himself that self-interest fuels altruism. And I have to agree here because I feel good about myself when I go out of my way to help a stranger (yesterday - I need the reader to know this :-)). Partly I do it because I believe in paying-it-forward but ultimately,  this is for my benefit. A better world is better for me.
This whole chapter gets to the heart of what I'm finding so appealing about Tolstoy. He asks the really big questions and tries to answer/illuminate/explore with a magnifying glass.


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+6)

        I would appreciate all this so much more if I were a contemporary reader who understood and had lived through the societal changes they’re talking about. In particular, the part about everyone wanting to remove the crushing yoke of serfdom would have evoked memories in the reader. Both brothers had fought for the cause, apparently in Levin’s student days. Were they campus protests as we think of them today?
But my overall impression of the discussion is that Levin really doesn’t want to have the discussion.
I understand his skepticism about providing healthcare across the district, due to time and distance. The district is 3000 square miles, about twice the size of Rhode Island. Also from what we’ve seen, doctors weren’t really able to do much. Local midwives probably knew about as much.
Regarding education, he doesn’t know why the children of peasants would need to be educated when they were just going to do the work their parents did. Upward mobility isn’t part of Levin’s worldview.


    


    
        DernhelmLaughed (+3)

        I think the points of contention are subtler than self-interest vs. public good. Levin is saying there is a practical limit to altruistic human effort, and that anything that is not driven by self-interest will be difficult to sustain indefinitely. But Levin does not deny that these examples of public good also contain an element of self-interest for him.


    

Part 3 - Chapter 4

    Discussion from r/yearofannakarenina (2023)

 Why do you think Levin was loath to leave his brother alone for a whole day?
 What do you make of Levin's strong desire to spend a day doing manual labor?
 What did you think of Titus?
 What did you think of the description of the work and of the environment?
 Why does Tolstoy at the end of the chapter compare Levin’s productivity that day to Sergey Ivanovich’s?
 Anything else you'd like to discuss?
Final line:


When he had drunk his coffee, Levin rode back again to the mowing before Sergey Ivanovitch had had time to dress and come down to the dining room.
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        Yuddsack (+1)

        Is Titus called "Seth" in some versions?


    


    
        Yuddsack (+1)

        Or, "Sef"


    


    
        helenofyork (+4)

        This chapter motivated me to work out! it's true that exercise makes a person feel better. I understand why Levin wants to release his pent-up energy.


    


    
        Pythias (+2)

         Levin probably didn't like being challenged as a hypocrite. Levin also knows that Sergey is there for vacation and won't bother Levin while Levin is working the fields. 
 I think that he has a certain respect for his working class and wants to feel that he can do what they can do. 
 I loved Titus. (this description is for the old man. I got my chapters confused.) He's a master of his craft and can laugh, joke, and do a job well done all at the same time. That is to be respected. As for Titus, I liked him too but I did wonder if he stopped just in time for Levin. If he did time the breaks that way I think that's sweet of him.
 I never tire of Tolstoy's descriptions. It felt like I was there along side Levin. Tolstoy really made it feel like a work out.
* I think to show the differences that the men have about the country. Where constatly reminded that Sergey is not there to work but to relax and enjoy his vacation. While for Levin, this is his livelihood. This is how he makes his living and the country (specifically his farm) is nothing but work.


    


    
        coltee_cuckoldee (+2)

        He might have been uncomfortable with Sergey wandering around his house/fields while Levin was mowing. I don't think he would be too worried about being a bad host- he's not enjoying Sergey's company and the discussions they've been having.
It's nice that Levin has found an immersive activity for himself. He clearly needed it when he was trying to get over Kitty's rejection.
Titus is clearly in tune with his master. He was doing his job well and was simultaneously paying attention to Levin. He knew exactly when to pause and seems to be the link between Levin and his other employees.
I could clearly imagine them working in the fields.
I don't think it's comparing the productivity of the two brothers. It's just telling us how productive Levin is. As the other comments mentioned, Sergey is on vacation so he doesn't need to be productive- he has nothing to do. It might also be trying to hint at Levin avoiding his brother's company as he went back to work before Sergey could join him at the table.


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+3)

        I love this chapter, especially the way Tolstoy shows how the workers accommodate Levin without him being aware of it. Titus (he's "Tit" in my translation) is a genius. He taught Levin to mow in the first place, and he manages the pace so Levin doesn't fall behind. What a coincidence, thinks Levin, that as soon as he feels really tired, Tit stops, and the peasant behind must also need a break, because he stops too.


    


    
        NACLpiel (+3)

        What? No blisters? First time you go all day with a scythe and no mention of blisters? A rare mistake by Tolstoy.
After the preceding chapter that read as frustrating and claustrophobic I came away from this one with a deeper sense of wholesome satisfaction.
Tolstoy gives a fantastic description of the psychological concept of 'Flow')


Levin had lost count of time and had really no idea whether it was late or early. His work was undergoing a change which gave him intense pleasure. While working he sometimes forgot for some minutes what he was about, and felt quite at ease; then his mowing was nearly as even as that of Titus. But as soon as he began thinking about it and trying to work better, he at once felt how hard the task was and mowed badly

I thought Levin showed a respect for the labourers. While there was still a sense of competition, like in the verbal battle between brothers in the preceding chapter, here it's physical and feels harmonious.
Thank you to DermhelmLaughed for introducing me to 'Marie Antoinette cosplays as a milkmaid'. It is EXACTLY what our landowner is doing here. When his back is wrecked and body riddled with arthritis (or he's hungover) Levin will have the option of skipping a days hard labour. Not so for the serfs.


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+3)

        I think the peasants do have a choice about taking a day off here and there. They aren't serfs any more, bound to the land, and Levin was complaining early in the book about the difficulty of finding enough laborers at a reasonable price.


    


    
        WikiSummarizerBot (+3)

        Flow (psychology 
 
 >In positive psychology, a flow state, also known colloquially as being in the zone, is the mental state in which a person performing some activity is fully immersed in a feeling of energized focus, full involvement, and enjoyment in the process of the activity. In essence, flow is characterized by the complete absorption in what one does, and a resulting transformation in one's sense of time. Flow is the melting together of action and consciousness; the state of finding a balance between a skill and how challenging that task is. It requires a high level of concentration; however, it should be effortless.
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        DernhelmLaughed (+3)

        This chapter is showcasing the social classes and their contribution to the economy. Levin regards this field labor as physical exercise to help him de-stress, and which he can stop at any time to take a nicer lunch than the peasants privately. And the quality of his work does not result in him being reprimanded or fired because he is the boss. It's very "Marie Antoinette cosplays as a milkmaid".


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+3)

        I really felt the difficulty of the work that is done by the laborers based on how this chapter was written.
I love the comparison of Sergey and Levin’s productivity. A great reminder of who is really doing the work (the peasants) and who is benefiting and living the life of leisure.


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+2)

        I give Sergey a pass on productivity because he's on vacation.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+2)

        Ok Sergey gets a pass this time. Even on vacation, Sergey probably still surpassed the collective productivity of the Shcherbatskaya family plus Anna and the Princess that day.


    

Part 3 - Chapter 5

    Discussion from r/yearofannakarenina (2023)

 What is your impression of the old man?
 What do you think of Levin’s realization he feels closer to this man he just met than his own brother?
 What do you think of Levin’s desire to keep working as much as possible, even as the sun was setting?
 What do you think of this environment? How does it compare to Moscow or St. Petersburg's environment?
 Do you think Levin will be transformed after his work in the fields with the peasants?
 Anything else you'd like to discuss?
Final line:


He felt some external force pushing him on.
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        Pythias (+2)

         He's a master of his craft and can laugh, joke, and do a job well done all at the same time. That is to be respected. 
 Because the can related to each other when it comes to working the farm. 
 I think it's a mix of avoiding his brother and being a workaholic. I know it's his farm and he's always going to want to improve on things but there is such a thing as over working. I don't think Levin realizes that this may be a possibility. 
 This environment is much more relatable. There's no constraints of social etiquette and rules to be followed. Plus the "peasants" know what it is like to have to work for their money. 
* I hope so. I hope that he sees they're no different than he is and deserves the same privileges that he has.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+2)

        I enjoyed this chapter. The nature descriptions as always intrigued me. It made me long for a simple time without all the electronics and a sense of community with manual labor in the fresh air.
I don’t agree with Levin pushing them to work late since I doubt they were getting extra pay and still had to show up early in the morning.


    


    
        NACLpiel (+5)

        To replicate this chapter describing life simplicity clearly loved by Levin/Tolstoy I am considering doing some ironing/vacuuming/cleaning/chopping/stacking/sewing/knitting. I might even bake me a loaf of bread.
I loved this chapter.


    


    
        DernhelmLaughed (+4)

         The old man has a cheerful outlook, and a bosom full of mushrooms for his lady! That's life goals for Levin.
 I wonder if Levin considers lack of dissent equivalent to closeness. The old man is more amiable, to be sure.
 He is trying to prolong this perhaps ephemeral feeling. It's not based on productivity or work output.
 Levin has an idealized view of this pastoral life. He might objectively be better suited for this quiet lifestyle, but he's also rejecting a cosmopolitan life that is full of troublesome people, and he has withdrawn from it because he was rejected by Kitty.
* Feels like he is only cosplaying a peasant, trying on a life like one would try on a shirt. It's not really what their lives are like. Who knows, maybe Levin will decide not to be a tourist and commit to this life.


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+3)

        This is another wonderful chapter. It describes men who are good at their work, with the old man apparently the best of them. He's confident in his skill and enjoys the work; Levin recognizes his value as an expert worker and an experienced elder. Levin enjoys talking with him more than he enjoys his brother's penchant for philosophical discussion, which I assume is what's meant by feeling closer to the old man than he does to Sergey.
I do not think Levin will be transformed. This isn't the first time he's been out mowing, and he expected to enjoy it.
I think Tolstoy is also making a larger point about the value of being able to choose your work. The mowers are people who enjoy this work and are good at it, and the implication is that the end of serfdom was good for everyone, not just the former serfs. Levin was complaining in an earlier chapter about the difficulty of finding enough workers at a reasonable price, but the results are good.


The work done was exceptionally much for forty-two men.  They had cut the whole of the big meadow, which had, in the years of serf labor, taken thirty scythes two days to mow.”



    


    
        coltee_cuckoldee (+5)

        He was very friendly to Levin as he invited him to lunch with the others. He also seems to be very experienced- he was able to do his work better than the young man and this made me wonder about his age. I'm assuming he must be in his late 40s/early 50s as I cannot imagine an older man outperforming others in a task that requires a lot of strength.
I can't seem to find the passage mentioning this realization in my copy but we've seen Levin bond more with the old man than with his brother. Levin's interest in the old man's life reminds me of Kitty's interest in Varenka's. Both of them come from a more privileged socio-economic background, try to emulate the lifestyle/actions of a less privileged person and go back to living their old life when they're bored by the new experience (we've only seen Kitty do the last point but I'm sure Levin will not be sticking to mowing in the future).
His workers must have been annoyed. Levin could rest at home the next day if he were too tired by today's tasks but his workers do not have this option. He's just asking them to work overtime and I doubt if they'll be paid extra if they finish the work earlier than expected.
I prefer the Moscow/St. Petersburg's environment as we get to witness the balls/social events attended by Anna and the other characters. The country life seems way too peaceful- there's very little that happens here.
I don't think so. He's found a friend in the old man as well as an activity that de-stresses him but I don't think we'll see much change in his behavior/outlook towards life.


    

Part 3 - Chapter 6

    Discussion from r/yearofannakarenina (2023)

 How do you feel about Levin's current state of mind?
 Sergey Ivanovich believes the peasants don’t approve of Levin mowing, based on the opinion of Levin’s old wet-nurse. Do you think he’s right, and what do you think of Levin’s response?
 What do you make of Stiva’s request?
 Do you agree with Sergey's theories on self-interest versus common good?
 The brothers make peace and are both jolly. Do you think this joviality is going to last?
 Anything else you'd like to discuss?
Final line:


And he raced down the stairs, his heels clacking away like a wooden rattle.
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        coltee_cuckoldee (+2)

        I think this is the happiest and most child-like we've ever seen Levin. He didn't even remember the conversation from last night and when it was brought up again, he was able to move on without the topic affecting his mood.
I guess he's right. I don't think Levin was trying to anything bad here- he just wanted to try out an activity that would help him de-stress and allow him to bond with his employees. But we've already seen that Levin is a micromanaging boss- his employees probably were not comfortable with him working alongside. I think labeling the activity as  "not gentlefolk's work" was just an excuse. Levin seemed to be friendly and it does look like his intentions were pure- he wasn't there to boss them around but I do think it the peasants are right in this case. If they're going to be doing hard manual labor for hours, they need to be comfortable and not under the gaze of their boss.
I wonder where Stiva is at the moment. Last we heard of him, he was selling his wife's property. Why is Dolly alone at Ergushovo- are they facing marital problems again or has she decided to take charge of the sales after witnessing her husband's incompetency?
No, I don't think Levin's good mood is going to last. They might have another argument on their way to visit Dolly.


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+5)

        Levin is quite happy with his day and doesn't want to be brought down by his brother, either through his philosophical arguments or his report of the old nurse's opinion. I doubt that she reflected the opinion of most of the group Levin worked with; perhaps just her own opinion of proper behavior for the gentry.
Stiva as usual is doing his best to avoid his own responsibilities. "Dolly says everything is going wrong. Let's have Levin take care of it so I don't have to leave my carefree lifestyle for responsibilities to my family! Capital idea!"
I don't care about Sergey's theories any more than Levin does. The theory of Levin's that does interest me is "Arbeitskur." Recall how Kitty got better when she started actually doing something instead of just socializing and drinking the waters.
I think the brothers will continue to get along. They recognize that they're different, but they're brothers and they value their connection.


    


    
        DernhelmLaughed (+2)

        Levin is a man in search of a roll of bubble wrap to insulate himself from the world. Some of the things that he has been doing seem like therapeutic hobbies, but he is not seeking to fix his problems, but rather to to distract himself. He is trying to find contentment through distance from the things that made him sad, but what he really wants is to connect with someone with a compatible outlook, like the old man, but class-appropriate.
Sergey is rocking to the anthem of "Give me convenience or give me death", and, as such, is not the best person to be giving Levin guidance.


    


    
        NACLpiel (+4)

        A standout image for me was Levin, alone, hearing the labourer's "merry rough voices, laughter...". His exclusion from this group has it's Kitty counterpoint when she was unable to join in the jovial spirit at the spa tea party (part 2 chapter 35), "Everybody was merry, but Kitty could not be merry...felt almost as she used to feel when, as a child, she was locked up in a room for punishment and heard her sister's merry laughter".
Levin and Kitty both feel acutely alone amongst company.
As to the philosophical tug-a-war which the holidaying brother so enjoys, IDGAF TBH and neither does Levin. No matter his motivation (self-interest or common good) an entire field has been mown and that feels real. And that feels good. Its a day working on the computer writing something that never gets read compared to stacking some chopped wood.
Tolstoy has Levin regress to a childlike innocent state racing down the stairs with heels clacking away like a wooden rattle. Another great chapter.


    


    
        Pythias (+2)

         I'm happy for him. I hope Levin stays happy for a bit, he could use a break.
 Unless multiple people said this to the nurse maid it's hard for me to believe. Only because the men working alongside Levin seemed so happy and joked with him. I think that maybe she doesn't approve. As for his reply: “Maybe so; but anyway it’s a pleasure such as I have never known in my life. And there’s no harm in it, you know. Is there?...I can’t help it if they don’t like it. Though I do believe it’s all right. Eh?”
What's done is done and he can't help it anymore if they didn't approve and he's happy about mowing so why ruin his own good mood.
 Stiva's request seems to make me believe that Stiva hasn't changed his ways at all. But at least he cares enough of her than he's sending someone her way.
 "I think you are partly right. Our disagreement lies in the fact that you consider personal interests the motive power, while I think every man with a certain degree of education ought to be interested in the general welfare. You may be right in thinking that activity backed by material interest is best; but your nature is all together primesautiere,  as the French say: you want passionate, energetic activity, or nothing at all."
If I understand correctly, Sergey thinks that the individual should be concerned about the general welfare. And Levin thinks that personal interest motivates the individual. I believe I agree with Sergey, however I don't think that these to ideas are entirely separate. Because if the general welfare of people is taken care of wouldn't that also benefit the individual? For example: if you live in a poor neighborhood crime is likely to be high. But if you live a more prosperous neighborhood crime not only goes down but people are probably more willing to make friends with their neighbors.
 Nope. I think they'll find something else to argue about. Or Levin will find something to be upset by.  



    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+3)

        Hooray! We get to see Dolly soon.
I love that Levin is happy and enjoyed his time in the field. We haven’t seen him this jolly yet.
It seems the peasants don’t approve of him crossing out of his Gentleman lane because they pride themselves on having their own lane where they can excel.
Like Levin, I didn’t really follow Sergey’s theories. When I looked at the link to the 2019 discussion thread from the bot here, I realized maybe I am in over my head and should be out mowing instead of trying to analyze this book!
How does it take Levin only 5 minutes to walk to his room, clean up and change and come to dinner? I would expect him to be filthy. I love that Tolstoy only gave him 5 specific minutes.


    

Part 3 - Chapter 7

    Discussion from r/yearofannakarenina (2023)

 What did you think about Oblonsky's efforts in preparing Dolly's house for her?
 Do you think Dolly has adapted well to her country life without Stiva?
 Tolstoy devotes a long paragraph to the animals on the estate. Not one of these animals is able to improve Dolly's situation. Rather, the animals are portrayed as a burden. What does Tolstoy want to express with that?
 What do you think about the relationship between Dolly and her children?
* Anything else you'd like to discuss?
Final line:


All the same, she could not help saying to herself that she had charming children, all six of them in different ways, but a set of children such as is not often to be met with, and she was happy in them, and proud of them.
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        coltee_cuckoldee (+3)

        This just screams weaponized incompetence. Oblonsky reupholstered the furniture and built a bridge but he forgot to take care of the bathing situation, ensure for food and fix the roof? He clearly wasn't paying attention to what his wife/kids might need- he just wanted to get rid of them ASAP.
I do think she's adapted very well. Matrena Filimonovna is clearly helping out a lot and it's nice that Dolly has a set of workers on whom she can rely on. Kitty will be returning as well so that would be a great distraction for Dolly- she'll be able to confide in someone (I don't think she has told any of her friends about Stiva's infidelities out of shame).
I guess Tolstoy wanted to show that Dolly has certain possessions/relationships but she's not benefiting from them. She has a bunch of farm animals, but they're of no use to her for some reason or other. She also has a husband but he seems to be a husband in name only- they don't get along anymore, he's always cheating and spending her money.
Dolly seems to be a very good mom. Motherhood is difficult (especially in her case as we've barely seen Oblonsky interact with his own kids) but she seems to enjoy it.


    


    
        helenofyork (+3)

        Husbandry is the care of crops and animals. Are the poorly cared for animals representative of Stiva's abilities? Bad husband, bad husbandry. He's a loser!


    


    
        coltee_cuckoldee (+2)

        I agree, this man cannot do a single thing correctly. He's spending Dolly's money on top of that!


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+4)

        Brilliant comment from the 2019 group discussion. Stiva is awful.


So Stiva:  "Having taken away all the money there was in the house... Oblonsky could never remember he had a wife and children...He had the tastes of a bachelor and knew no others...so he looked over the house himself and gave orders to have done everything to him that seemed necessary....  (my editor's note: they were frivolous repair expenditures - no necessary repairs were done)...Her departure to the country suited Oblonsky in every way...and he would be freer..Dolly...feeling the hopelessness of her situation, had to fight the tears that rose every moment to her eyes.



What is even more infuriating is it is her dowry and inheritance he is squandering away.



    


    
        NACLpiel (+4)

         Oblonsky the married batchelor does a terrible job because of his sheer lack of competence. 
 Yes, but with help.
 Thought provoking question got me thinking. I think this long paragraph detailing the effects of mismanaged animals makes more sense read in comparison with parenting children. Which, having 2 teenagers I know all too well. Both have the potential to be a source of joy and despair, and require careful management by the farm manager or parent.
 I think Dolly has a fantastic relationship with her children. With the army of helpers she is able to devote her time to them. However, I would suggest to Dolly to develop her own hobbies independent of her children because of Lisa Damour's new book "the Emotional Lives of Teenagers" (which Oblonsky won't be reading anytime soon)


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+3)

        If Oblonsky did read such a book he would probably recognize himself. His emotional life hasn't matured beyond adolescence.


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+3)

        Stiva is pretty much useless. In the consideration of form versus function, he'll choose form every time. The roof leaks, but look at the pretty garden!  (He probably didn't even know about the roof, since he was staying with Levin when he sold the forest.) The bailiff has no idea how to manage an estate, but he looks so good! When Dolly writes Stiva about the problems, he writes Levin and asks him to give her advice. (And now we know why he needed Dolly's approval to sell the forest. It was part of her dowry.)
Dolly seems fairly useless as well, which surprises me, but fortunately she has Marya Philimonovna. Marya Philimonovna may not herself know how to manage an estate but she can find people who do, and things get sorted out faster than I would have expected. Literary license, I suppose.
I don't think there's any particular significance to the discussion of animals, other than as part of the description of all the things that are wrong. They don't have a paragraph all to themselves (in my translation at least); the problem animals are listed between the leaky roof and the broken cupboards. Overall, it seems quite hopeless. But Marya Philimonovna steps in and soon Dolly is more comfortable.
I was a little surprised at Dolly's attitude towards her children because I'd previously gotten the impression that she spent most of her time with them. But then again, she's always pregnant (the baby can't be more than six months old) and maybe she's been so distracted that she hasn't taken the time to appreciate them.


    


    
        Pythias (+3)

         I believe  that the house somewhat symbolizes his marriage. And like his marriage, he's just keeping up appearances. If he really cared about Dolly he would anticipate the needs of the house so that it would be livable for his wife and kids.
 I think that without Matrena Filimonvna, she would not have managed well. Dolly seems like one big problem away from mental breakdown.
 This it's a really good question. I'm not entirely sure what Tolstoy is trying to express here, but the animals do provide Filimonvna once makes friends with the steward's wife. Maybe it's a point of perspective. If you take care of yourself, the animals will take care of you? I'd be interested in seeing what everybody else thinks.
 I feel so bad for Dolly. Six kids is a lot of work. And like work she seems to throw herself into that work so she can distract herself from her failing marriage. It barely leaves her time to make an intimate relationship with any of her kids. I feel so much for her.


    


    
        NACLpiel (+4)

        I also found the animal question thought provoking. I think Tolstoy is drawing attention to the comparisons with raising children.


    


    
        Pythias (+3)

        Oh, I do like this. Especially as Dolly seems to be stressed about her children vs trying to enjoy time with them.


    

Part 3 - Chapter 8

    Discussion from r/yearofannakarenina (2023)

 Dolly ensures that she adheres to the Church's requirements for her family, yet she seems to have different personal views on religion. What did you make of that?
 In her different stages of life, Darya has different motives to make herself pretty. What do these motives tell us about her?
 The touching scene with the cake showed Dolly's maternal pride. Why do you think she seems to be enjoying the children more lately?
 How did you find the peasant women?
* Anything else you'd like to discuss?
Final line:


One of the younger women kept staring at the Englishwoman, who was dressing after all the rest, and when she put on her third petticoat she could not refrain from the remark, "My, she keeps putting on and putting on, and she’ll never have done!" she said, and they all went off into roars.
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        helenofyork (+2)

        Dolly needed some conversation and the peasant women provided it. She comes across as a lonely figure even though she is surrounded by servants and children, parents who live and sisters. Her husband's emotional abandonment has really emptied her heart.


    


    
        EmpressPlotina (+1)

        I really like this chapter because while that is true, it feels like she is recovering. She is starting to take pride in her family, and in herself. I hope that Dear Stiva comes to regret his neglect and deceit. I think he will probably be all over her when he sees the changes. And hopefully she won't let him bring her down again with his bullshit.


    


    
        coltee_cuckoldee (+2)

        I think Dolly is not religious but she adheres to the Church's requirements for her family so that she can say that she has done her part in providing her kids with a religious upbringing. It seems to be something she does to maintain her image as a good mother- if she did not adhere to the requirements, I'm sure that religious people from her family/friends would object to this and this might affect her position in society.
I feel bad for Darya- it seems like she's at a position in life where her entire identity revolves around her children. I'm glad that she's enjoying dressing up and she's past the stage of being ashamed of her looks/postpartum body. Her cheating husband probably did not help her confidence during the last phase.
Now that she's moved to her ancestral property, Dolly only seems to interact with her kids, siblings and parents. Her husband isn't even interested in ensuring that her and the kids are taken care of. She has probably realized that her relationship with her husband is broken beyond repair and I guess that's why she is focusing on her children. She's focusing on spending time with her children instead of worrying about her cheating husband.
I hope the peasant women become friends with Dolly. She desperately needs friends who actually care for her and aren't just friendly with her because of her position in society.


    


    
        NACLpiel (+2)

         Dolly values the community & ritual of church more than its views per se, and finds a compromise. Fair enough.
 Darya has matured from being more self to group-centred. I like it. 
 She is only able to enjoy the children because of of all the the extra help.
 I loved this moment of sisterhood. Those without a pelvis will never know this. Impressed that Tolstoy gave it a go recognising and imagining it. He was clearly hands on involved with his own family to have come up with this chapter.
Was the joke, when Lily asks in English "more, please" a reference to Oliver Twist in the orphanage (published about 50 years before Tolstoy was written). It's certainly one of the phrases I use at home to annoy my teenagers.
I liked how Tolstoy captures that moment when a child checks the parents face to confirm their correct emotional response to a situation. Perfect.
I think it is very funny that Dolly's favourite topics of conversation are children's illnesses & husband infidelities.
I picked up on a theme that seems to crop up with Tolstoy. How characters perceive the external world based on their inner feelings. When Dolly arrives at church with her well turned out squad,


'There was no one in church except peasants, inn-keepers and their womenfolk; but Dolly saw, or thought she saw, the rapture produced in them by her children and herself' 

Tolstoy has given us a beautiful little vignette of family life in this chapter which non-existent dad batchelor husband Stiva will never get to enjoy. Less hedonist but more satisfying.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+2)

        I enjoyed the conversation with the peasant women. It was interesting that the woman said she had 4 and 2 were living. I wonder if this is due to the lack of healthcare the peasants received and inability to rest during pregnancy (no one to help with the kids). So Dolly thinks she is envious of her large brood but really not something Dolly should be proud of.


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+5)

        Tolstoy is telling us that Dolly is an independent thinker but not a rebel, and she doesn't always keep her thoughts to herself. The discussions with her friends and family must be interesting. Also, she wants her children to be connected to the church and consider it part of their lives. Maybe in the city she's embarrassed to go without Stiva?
As a girl, she had selfish motives of wanting to be pretty at balls. Now she still wants to look good as a mature woman, both from self respect and so her children will be proud of her.
The scene with the cake was wonderful and so authentic. Maybe she's enjoying the children more since the problems with the estate are handled and she can relax. And maybe as the children are getting older she's able to appreciate their individuality more. I wish she'd find another governess; this one seems quite a killjoy.
Not being familiar with other novels of this period, I don't know if it's unusual to present "the peasants" as individual personalities with their own lives. Tolstoy has done it quite a lot so far, with the men Levin worked with in the fields and now with the women Dolly meets. Like Levin, Dolly talks with them and finds them interesting.
I love that they're taking the bailiff's horse, leaving him with the fractious one if he wants to go anywhere.


    


    
        Pythias (+5)

         I took it as Dolly seems to feel that her relationship with religion is more spiritual than finding importance in the traditions. I think that she keeps up the the traditions and the ceremonies to appease her family even though it doesn't seem as important to her. I think her worrying about her kids not receiving the sacrament for nearly a year is because she worries what her family will think.
 I think that Dolly cares about how she is presented. Whatever may be going on in her life I think it's important to her that she makes some kind of impression for the sake of her kids. I thought that it was kind of endearing.
 I really enjoyed this scene. Anyone with siblings knows how easy it to fight with them but how much more rewarding it is to look out for one another. I think being isolated makes it easier to enjoy the kids because she is far away from the constant reminders that her husband is a cheat and just plain useless.
 I really liked her. I really liked that she was impressed with Dolly have so many kids because it is impressive. To bear six children alone is impressive and to raise them (even with help) more so impressive.


    

Part 3 - Chapter 9

    Discussion from r/yearofannakarenina (2023)

1) Why do you think Dolly is especially pleased to see Levin?
2) Do you agree with Tolstoy, that children are excellent detectors of hypocrisy in a person's character?
3) What do you think of the difference between how Levin and Dolly think about cows?
4) It has been quite a while since Kitty and Levin’s last encounter. Do you think they have changed since then?
5) What do you think lies in Levin’s future? Will he get the family he used to want?
6) Favourite line / anything else to add?
Final line:


And, what was most important, she wanted to talk about Kitty.
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        DernhelmLaughed (+5)

        1. She is probably glad to see this familiar friend who displays tact and sensitivity, unlike her husband. Levin also has had a long relationship with the Shtcherbatskys, and has been in love with each one of the Shtcherbatsky sisters in turn. Dolly's probably also hoping to reconcile Levin and Kitty?
2. Possibly some children. LOL I don't think a blanket statement like that one is likely to be 100% true. But the sentiment does sound nice and aspirational, doesn't it. Eschew a facade and be sincere.
3. Levin, desirous of being a successful farmer, thinks of the feed and the end product because he is interested in the yield. Dolly, juggling multiple small children and a household, focuses only on the labor required to rear the cows, and the management of said labor. Neither has asked the cows what they want. I wonder if this is yet another metaphor for the class structure of feudal Russia.
4. Remembering how Levin fell in love with one Shtcherbatsky sister after another, it does seem like he has a picture of the life he wants, and is slotting any suitable woman into the empty space in the jigsaw puzzle.


    


    
        NACLpiel (+3)

        I agree that children, in their relatively 'pure' and 'innocent' state are relatively good at picking up on adults who are trying too hard and so are perceived as insincere. However, not yet  having developed a sense of cynicism they are vulnerable to trusting the wrong adults. But that's for another book, I love the sentiment presented here.
Some classic Mansplaining going on with Levin to Dolly over farming. In his anxiety and distraction over Kitty, Levin shows no hint of 'quick perception'' alluded to earlier and starts jabbering on about the science of farming. The is so obviously 'tone deaf' for someone like Dolly.


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+3)

        Could also be his way of avoiding talking about Kitty.


    


    
        Pythias (+3)

        1) I think that because Levin was perceptive enough to realize that Dolly was upset with Stiva but didn't make matters worse is why Dolly was appreciative of Levin. And therefore made it easy to enjoy his company. Levin is so good with Dolly's kids as well it makes it easy to be pleased with Levin.
2) Yes to an extant. I think kids have such great intuition and can tell if you're trying to hide something.
3) I thought it was interesting. Dolly just needs the cows to provide for her and her kids needs. While Levin is probably used to getting as much as possible from his cows because it is his livelihood.
4) I think Kitty has grown up a little and matured a little bit. Hopefully it makes it easier for her to know what she wants. I'm not sure Levin has changed much.
5) I think that if Levin is willing to get over the pain of rejection then there's a chance. Time will tell.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+3)

        I thinks Dolly knew Levin would appreciate her cute little family in all their church dressed glory.
Children are excellent at sensing consistency. So if hypocrisy is considered being inconsistent between thoughts and actions then I think children can sense that.
I for one would agree with Dolly - just give them plenty of food and water. That’s how I treat my plants too. Levin would be appalled.
Dolly and Levin both seem more relaxed since they last saw each other. Each in their own element. Dolly with her family and Levin with his farm. Kitty hopefully will also be more at ease when she comes. She has grown and seen more of what she wants in the world.
I am sure Levin will seek out a wife to have his family. It’s not hard for an eligible bachelor I assume. I am holding out hope for Kitty and him this summer.
I love how her maid thinks Levin and Dolly would be a good match. I tend to agree. But don’t see either of them entering into an affair. Dolly does deserve better than Stiva. Arg!


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+2)

        They aren't still dressed for church, they're coming from a relaxing time bathing in the river, and Dolly has a kerchief on her head. Apparently she knows this cozy domestic scene will appeal to Levin, and it does. In fact it's “one of the pictures of his daydream of family life.”
I think the maid was referring to Kitty when she thought about "her young lady," as she was "very keen to see the matter settled."


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+2)

        Oh my - I am so glad your pointed these out. Puts things in a much different light. Thank you!


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+2)

        I forgot about this — found it in the achieved discussion.
Levin has by now set his sights on Kitty, but back in Part 1 Chapter 6 we were told that:


During his student years he had almost fallen in love with Dolly, the eldest, but she was soon married off to Oblonsky.



    


    
        coltee_cuckoldee (+3)

        I think she's excited to see someone familiar as she wants to show her children off (they're all dressed well and behaving cutely). She cannot share moments when she feels proud of her kids with her husband, so she might be sensing Levin's arrival as an opportunity to do so. She might also want to talk about Kitty with Levin as she knows that her sister regrets rejecting him.
I don't think his statement is true. However, I do believe that kids can detect when a person (specifically an adult) is trying to be too childish and they might not like that.
I think Dolly has the more normal/accepted opinion when it comes to cows. They're just animals at the end of the day. We've already read about Levin's farming theories where he believes that the laborer is a factor in the equation that determines the yield, etc. He seems to have rigid views and refuses to be accepting of individuality/personality quirks.
I think Kitty might have changed slightly as she regrets rejecting Levin. She might now understand that people are not always who they appear to be. I think Levin's done a great job in throwing himself in work in order to distract himself but he hasn't shown much growth in my opinion.
I think he will get the family he wants so desperately. I do believe that he'll marry Kitty and she'll move to the countryside with him.


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+2)

        Levin may be right about feeding the cows but Dolly isn't sure and she also wonders who would see that his instructions are carried out. She's happy with the way things are now that Marya Philimonovna is making sure the extra food is going to Dolly's cows and not the laundry maid's. I think she's right; Levin has a hard enough time getting his instructions followed on his own farm.
Also, she doesn't want to talk about cows. You're right, she wants to talk about Kitty!


    


    
        coltee_cuckoldee (+3)

        I do agree that Levin's views on farming are generally correct, but they are impossible to implement. I don't think workers would be willing to adopt a difficult approach when they're likely not sharing profits.


    

Part 3 - Chapter 10

    Discussion from r/yearofannakarenina (2023)

Over 300 pages read! Good job, everyone!
 Dolly and Levin interact with a certain tenderness. If there was some romantic interest in the past before Dolly married Stiva, do you think that it could be rekindled?
 What is your opinion about Dolly talking to her children in French? And what do you think about Levin, telling himself that he won't do that to his future children? And that he will raise them completely differently?
 What is your opinion on Levin comparing Kitty's marriage rejection and a dead child?
 What did you think of the shift that took place in Levin following their conversation?
 What do you make of the altercation between the children?
 Anything else you'd like to discuss?
Final line:


He said good-bye and drove away, and she did not try to keep him.
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        sunnydaze7777777 (+4)

        Well Levin originally did want to marry Dolly until Stiva came along. But no. I don’t think they would ever engage in romance with each other. They are both too moral. And I didn’t get the impression he was romantically attracted to her just wanted her as a wife.
I love that Levin thinks he can just not spoil them and let their true nature come out and kids will be perfect angels. Though he seems he would be a great dad based on how we gave rides to Dollys kids.
I think Levins comparisons to the dead child just clued Dolly in to how much he really cared for Kitty. He is truly heart broken and she sees that he really wanted her (or what she represented anyway- we haven’t seen them interact much).  But he is naive to think this comparison is remotely valid.
I love that Tolstoy always shows us the extremes in emotion in these characters (mostly the women). He makes is okay for them to briefly “hate” their kids during trying times. He did it with Anna too.


    


    
        Pythias (+3)

         I don't know. The Princess wasn't fond of Levin for Kitty and I'm not sure that she would have been fond of Levin for Dolly either. 
 I don't see the harm in Dolly teaching her kids French. I think it's a plus to be bilingual or multilingual. I was thoroughly annoyed with Levin thinking that he would raise his kids differently. Raising kids is hard. Thinking how you're going to raise your kids is probably a lot easier than actually doing the raising. It annoyed me more because Levin doesn't even have kids yet. Who is he to say that Dolly isn't doing a good job.  
 I'm with /u/NACLpiel it was cringey. Levin is so over dramatic about that point. I think what he meant to convey is that the dream he had about marriage with Kitty is shattered and therefore a dead dream. And he really took it to heart. Like he lost a loved one. But to compare it to losing a child was just too over dramatic for me to take him serious. 
 I think they both are tenderhearted and both their moods changed so dramatically with what was bothering them. Dolly is upset that her kids are fighting and Levin is still broken up about Kitty's refusal of the proposal. 
* I didn't think much of it except that siblings fight. I find it normal but I do know that when siblings fight it's usually hard on the parents especially the mother (usually). My brothers and I fought so often that my mother would make a Mother's Day request that "could we just get along" for Mother's Day.


    


    
        NACLpiel (+5)

        I cringed for Levin comparing a love rejection with the trauma of a dead child. Levin might be able to boss a few serfs around, play with a scythe and bore everyone with his oh-so-modern theories on farming.
But he knows diddly squat about raising children. One day, if he's lucky, he'll discover just how little he knows and he'll cringe at his former selfish bachelor self. I feel seen.


    


    
        EmpressPlotina (+2)

        Yeah, I like Levin but he has these annoying and cringy traits. I think that makes him feel real as a character though. He's like that friend or relative IRL that you just want to shake some sense into sometimes lol.


    


    
        Pythias (+2)

        I'm so with you. I like Levin for the most part but some things that he says and does is just so over dramatic.


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+2)

        I don't think there was ever a mutual attraction between Dolly and Levin. As described near the beginning of the book, he was in love with the vision of happy domestic life that he saw in the  Shtcherbatsky household, and as part of that he fancied himself in love with each of the sisters in turn. And now she's at a much different stage of life. She's more mature than he is and her feelings toward him are those of a caring friend.
All the Russian upper class seem to speak French. Levin speaks French himself. Maybe he didn't like the way he was taught and is annoyed to see Dolly repeating it, even though it probably is the best way for children to get comfortable in a language. More likely, though, he's just out of sorts and imagines how he will be the perfect father to his perfect children.
Levin is being overdramatic about how he feels about Kitty. From what we've seen he's never been realistic about her. I suppose he's mourning the death of his ideal, but it seems crass to compare it to a child when talking to a mother. He's definitely uncomfortable talking about Kitty and doesn't want to be reminded of his feeling of humiliation, but Dolly won't be deterred; she has to have her say.
I wonder if Dolly is being truthful in her explanation of Kitty's situation in connection with Levin's offer. It seemed clear to me that Kitty preferred Vronsky, although she would have considered Levin if there had not been another suitor. It must have felt at least a little awkward since she had mostly known Levin as the much older friend of her brother; she would have been just five or six when he was in college.
I'm surprised at Dolly. This can't be the first time the children have fought. I don't really know what to make of it.


    


    
        coltee_cuckoldee (+2)

        I don't think we'll get to see an affair between Dolly and Levin. We know that Levin views marriage as a serious commitment and he would definitely not try to hit on his friend's wife. At the end of the chapter, we've also seen that Levin doesn't think too kindly about Dolly's kids. I don't see him accepting to be responsible for them.
Dolly's kids have probably learnt French as it is a "fashionable" language and it's probably accepted as a sign of sophistication in society. I believe Levin when he says that he'll raise his kids differently. I'm sure their education will be limited to formal training in activities that he considers useful (such as farming, knowing the value of land, etc).
That was a really sad comparison. It goes on to show how much hope Levin had and how devastated he was when things took an unexpected turn.
He clearly does not want to be rejected again. He's worked so hard to distract himself from Kitty and he does not want to be in that state of limbo where he's just waiting for her to accept him.
I didn't think the fight was that big of a deal. But it's clear that Dolly was disappointed as she had spent some time in admiring her kids for their good behavior. I was surprised at Levin's disgust- it makes me think that he hasn't seen much of family life. I guess he has only witnessed his parent's marriage and has held it as the standard. His closest siblings don't have kids so it looks like he's not accustomed to dealing with them.


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+2)

        He didn't even witness his parents' marriage; his mother died so young that he doesn't remember her. So he's free to envision his parents' marriage as perfect in every way.


    


    
        helenofyork (+3)

        I thought that Dolly's handling of the "French matter" was on-point and that Levin was overreacting. This is how her children will learn to speak French as if they were born and raised in France. Levin's "No, I will not be affected and speak French with my children..." was almost as if he witnessed Dolly beating her child. They were only searching for a word! He seems to be completely turned off by anything that is not Russian.
Children fight. Sometimes they are angels and sometimes they are not. Dolly is in a very vulnerable state over her husband and this proves that her nerves are frayed. She's another one who overreacts.


    

Part 3 - Chapter 11

    Discussion from r/yearofannakarenina (2023)

 What do you think about the clash over the hay between the peasants and Levin?
 Do you think these problems of farm management will spoil Levin's bucolic bliss?
* Why does Levin pay so much attention to the young married couple?
Final line:


In the expressions of both faces was to be seen vigorous, young, freshly awakened love.
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        NACLpiel (+3)

        I think we find Levin is far happier place here than in the preceding chapters. He is free of his brother's taunting & Dolly challenging his ego over Kitty. He's in familiar territory as a farm manager using his brain for tangible outcomes.
I liked how the chat with the Elder and his bees helped create the image of a busy day with everyone working together. Levin relishes being the queen bee co-ordinating things and enjoys sitting and watching the peasants hard at work.
The description of harvesting was fascinating, and it really brought home just how labour intensive gathering cut hay was before tractors and combine harvesters. I got the impression that Tolstoy really enjoyed describing how skilled & strong the woman peasant was and so acknowledges and respects the skills required of this manual job.
The final sentence is a massive foreshadow for Kitty & Levin getting back together.
I was also interested in how touchy the old man of a married peasant was asked about his son having children. Another example is presented of how the avoidance of discomfort directs our chit chat.


    


    
        Pythias (+2)

         It feels like both the peasants and Levin did not get what they wanted from this harvest. I feel more for the peasants. The constant raising prices for goods makes is relatable and frustrating. 
 No. Levin's mood doesn't seem constant. Something always seems to go wrong or unexpected on the farm and Levin seems to return to a good mood afterward. 
* I think because it makes him think of "what if" with Kitty.


    


    
        coltee_cuckoldee (+5)

        The peasants are clearly unhappy with the rise in prices. I don't understand why they can't buy grass from someone else- it looks like Levin has monopoly in the grass market.
Levin is always irritated so if it weren't for the farm management issues, I'm sure he would have found something else to fixate on.
It looks like he's a bit envious of the couple. He's always wanted to be married and it looks like he wants a wife who's interested in farming as well. I am 99% sure that Levin and Kitty will end up together and I cannot imagine Kitty working in the farms.


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+3)

        We learn that Levin manages his sister's estate and is trying to do his best for her. Will we ever meet the sister?
We learn that the peasants want more in the deal and if they can't get it through fair negotiation they're willing to cheat a little. Levin isn't fooled by this maneuver. He clearly doesn't get along with these peasants as well as with those working on his own estate. I wonder what his brother Sergey would think of all this, and if it would affect his attitude toward "the peasantry."
I don't think this will spoil Levin's experience on his own farm though.
Coming face to face with a happy young married couple, Levin is probably wondering if he'll be able to have this kind of love himself.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+2)

        It makes sense that the peasants don’t want the price increased from 20 to 25 but it’s been three years and he is still having problems. It sounded like it was 20 for a long time.  I am not clear if they are now just protesting because he is making so much profit with the new payment of giving the mowers hay in lieu of cash. Either way it sounds very political and the town elder does not sound forthcoming which could lead to some problems.
I thought the description of the young married woman working with the hay was very sexy. I wonder if Levin fantasizes about having a wife work in the field with him like that?


    


    
        Pythias (+2)

        

I thought the description of the young married woman working with the hay was very sexy. I wonder if Levin fantasizes about having a wife work in the field with him like that?

I love this! There is something sexy about sharing a work out with your partner. Both of you pushing yourselves and ending up sweaty. It's a hot mess.
If Levin does fantasy about working with Kitty in the field I can't blame him.


    


    
        coltee_cuckoldee (+3)

        

I wonder if Levin fantasizes about having a wife work in the field with him like that?

I predict that we're going to get a "lovemaking in the fields" scene with Levin and his future wife (pretty sure it's Kitty).


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+3)

        Oh I love this prediction. I hope Kitty is up for getting a little dirty.


    


    
        coltee_cuckoldee (+2)

        This is unlikely, but imagine how scandalized the Princess would be if she found out about this


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+2)

        Oh yes, the whole ball scene would be talking about it for days.


    

Part 3 - Chapter 12

    Discussion from r/yearofannakarenina (2023)

 What do you think of the battle going on in Levin between ambitions for a family life vs a simple peasant life? If you were in this situation, which would you prefer and why?



One was the renunciation of his old life, of his utterly useless education.

What do you think about that? Can education ever be useless?
 What did you think of Tolstoy's use of light and darkness in this chapter, and especially the dawn arrival of Kitty?
 What are your predictions for Levin? Will he follow his ideals and embrace the peasant life, or will he follow his heart and pursue Kitty? Could he have both?
* Anything else you'd like to discuss?
Final line:


"I love her."
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        Pythias (+3)

         Give me the simple life without kids. I've know from a young age that I don't want kids and to this day I still don't want them (I'm 34 now). I feel, especially in America, that people seem to get their worth from what it is they do for a living and I get that to a certain extent but there's more to life than working especially if it's a job you could not care less about.  My fiance and I live pretty minimally and pour are free time to rock climbing. It's what we love to do and I wouldn't trade my life for anything. 
 I don't think education is useless. But I firmly believe that you shouldn't limit your education to schooling alone. People should strive daily to better themselves at something. Where it be a hobby, a craft, learning a instrument anything as long as you are learning. I think Mark Twain said it best:  “I have never let schooling interfere with my education.”
 I loved it!! The description of Kitty arriving at dawn and her face lighting up when she saw Levin. It was just perfectly hopeful. It makes me really believe that things can and will work out for them. 
 I think he can have both and I am so hopeful for him and Kitty.


    


    
        NACLpiel (+5)

        True story. 2 days ago, an 80 year old cyclist wobbled his way through our village. A friend took him in and I went to meet him with a view to offering him my house for a few nights. Unfortunately, the reality of the impact this would have on our home, especially with my oldest son studying for final exams meant I had to revoke my offer. There was also the very real possibility that he might not leave and/or die in our care. My wife thinks he has probably got dementia. I give you a Bruno living a life Tolstoy fantasised about HERE. There are clips of him from 13 years ago.
Also, there is a fantastic film "Into the wild' based on the excellent book written by John Krakauer about a privileged kid who rejects everything to live a simple life off grid. It doesn't end well.
I do wonder if this desire to radically change your life expressed by Tolstoy through Levin here speaks to the process by which seemingly ordinary young people lacking a sense of purpose and meaning get 'radicalised' and end up becoming suicide bombers or going to join Isis. It seems a lot of people do end up saying fuck it and do exactly what Levin fantasises about here.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+2)

        Hooray! Kitty is back and Levin loves her.
I am, however, concerned that Levin will try pushing Kitty into his peasant life fantasy. I wonder how she will enjoy that?
He just wants a simple life, to work (this is where he feels the most joy) and have a sense of community. I don’t think I know Kitty well enough yet to know what she wants, but I suspect she will be lonely with Levin working all the time.


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+5)

        This is such an odd chapter. Here's Levin lying in a hayfield all night, musing philosophically. I think he's half asleep, almost dreaming. He might even have had a little vodka. There is no way he's going to live a peasant life; it's just a hypothetical. The way a present-day person might feel fed up with everything and fantasize about leaving everything behind and living off the grid.
And here's Kitty, at such a convenient time. Just as dawn is coming, symbolizing the return of a more clear and rational way of thinking, and the confirmation that he really does love her. I think Tolstoy is making it pretty clear here that they're destined for each other.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+5)

        It’s quite beautiful when you describe it that way.


    


    
        coltee_cuckoldee (+4)

        I don't think Levin necessarily wants a simple peasant life. He's just seen the peasants and as they seem to be happy/content, he believes that their life is the cause of their happiness. I would choose the family life as the intense manual labor would be too much for me.
I don't think education (including formal training) can ever be useless. Levin is against education so I wasn't surprised by him declaring his education to be useless.
I could clearly imagine Kitty's arrival- it would make a great movie scene.
I think he can have both. I predict that he will follow his heart and pursue Kitty while being more engaged in the farm activities. I know that this is the life he wants, but I worry if Kitty will be truly happy living like this.


    


    
        helenofyork (+3)

        I read "The Kreutzer Sonata" by Tolstoy years ago and it keeps coming to mind when I read Levin's passages. The simpler, active life of the peasant was something that Tolstoy praises and admires. He didn't live it though.


    


    
        coltee_cuckoldee (+2)

        That's an interesting tidbit. I've always suspected that Tolstoy considers Levin to be a good man because he lives a simple life in spite of the questionable behavior he has shown  (being disgusted by the French-maid at the bar, rejoicing when he found out that Kitty was hurt by Vronsky's rejection, looking down on those who do not belong to nobility, etc).
This is my first Tolstoy read but I wonder if this sentiment is echoed in his other works.


    


    
        helenofyork (+2)

        I pulled out my copy of "Tolstoy's Short Fiction" to find a few quotes for you and now plan to re-read "The Kreutzer Sonata." It's an engrossing story and Tolstoy distills his worldview with an old man telling the tale of his marriage to a younger couple he meets on the train.
"I thought I was a charming fellow and quite a moral man...but I practiced debauchery in a steady, decent way..."
"The usual food of a young peasant is rye-bread, kvas...But he works off that pound meat during his sixteen hours's wheeling barrow-loads...But we who consume two pounds of meat every day..."


    


    
        coltee_cuckoldee (+2)

        I might have to read that story myself. Thanks for introducing me to it!
Also, the first quote reminds me of Vronsky for some reason. I think Tolstoy might have described him in a similar manner in Part 1.


    

Part 3 - Chapter 13

    Discussion from r/yearofannakarenina (2023)

 What do you make of Alexey's aversion to seeing women and children cry?
 What do you think about the comparison of Anna's admission of her infidelity to the removal of a rotten tooth?
 What do you think about what Alexey resolved to do, and his justification for his decision?
 How do you think Anna will react to being banned from seeing Vronsky?
Final line:


"She is bound to be unhappy, but I am not guilty of anything, so I cannot be unhappy."

I apologize, I thought I did the scheduled post for this chapter correctly. So you guys are getting 2 chapters to discuss.
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        coltee_cuckoldee (+3)

        I think Alexei hates seeing people cry as he's a logical man and expects a conversation/argument to only consist of rational points from either side. If the other person starts crying, he probably feels greatly annoyed as he cannot reason with tears and his aversion to them might make others think that he is insensitive.
I love the way Tolstoy makes comparisons in order to make the reader understand what is going through a character's mind at a particular moment. The comparison was very apt and it makes a lot of sense as although the pain has reduced after the tooth has been pulled out, there is still some lingering pain.
I think Alexei was using religion as a coverup. He is clearly angry that Anna has done something which might affect his reputation and his only goals in navigating through this situation are to escape with his reputation intact and to make Anna suffer for what she has done. He's refusing to leave her as it would affect him as well. He wants to stay together as it would keep his image intact in the eyes of others (and not affect his career) and he would have a chance to control Anna's life by keeping her close. He can ensure that she does not get her fairytale ending with Vronsky.
I don't think she is going to listen to Karenin. There might be a brief period where she realizes what is at stake and therefore agrees to cooperate with Karenin but there is no way she'll stay away from Vronsky for long. I think she will eventually be okay with ruining her own reputation in public in order to be with Vronsky.


    


    
        helenofyork (+2)

        I see Alexei (as my copy spells it!) as an analytical man and it makes sense to me that he dislikes tears. Why should they come up when he is approached with a petition?
Anna telling him that she is in love with another man, pregnant with her lover's baby and that she wants a divorce would be delivered without tears if she had integrity. Why cry to Alexei now?
Alexei's position is difficult because his career can suffer. If people lose respect for him because he is a cuckold it will undermine his authority. This is all terribly unfair to him. He worked hard, is honest and was the best husband he could be.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+2)

        This is a fascinating chapter. Really looking into the mind of an important statesman whose wife cheated on him. He doesn’t want public scandal. He can’t kill the other man. He doesn’t want her to “win” and be happy by being with her lover while his reputation suffers. Any scenario hurts him publicly. It makes sense to me how he reached his conclusions given the times.
Then he uses religion to justify ultimately that he is doing the moral and right thing by staying married.
Divorce wasn’t socially acceptable until the most recent generations and I am guessing this train of thought was common.  A woman having an affair really was between a rock and a hard place. Probably lots of incidental poisonings and such happening.


    


    
        Pythias (+3)

         Tolstoy does a really good job of humanizing his characters and gives the completely believable flaws. Alexey being bother by women crying (including his own wife) is just so bothersome to me. I get that he's upset by the cheating but why is it so wrong to be emotional when things are so chaotic. I do blame Anna for her situation but I'd have sympathy if she broke down in tears in front of me.
 I think it's one of relief. When something is so painful it's just feels so good to be over it. Alexey's been so over run with stress about just the idea of the affair it's probably nice to just hear her admit it so he can finally do something about it. Though I don't know why Alexey didn't put more time and effort in preventing it.
 I think he's an idiot. Does he really believe keeping a miserable wife around who does not love him and is in love with another man is really going to work out? Does he really believe Anna will stay from Vronsky or vice versa? I also have to add that I loved his whole thought process about a duel.
 If she actually listens to Alexey (which I don't see happening) things will get very dramatic.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+5)

        I too enjoyed that he thoughtfully considered the possibility of a dual.


    


    
        Pythias (+3)

        It was such a good passage.


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+4)

        I am horrified at Alexey's reaction. Not his feelings about Anna, but the extension of that coldness toward "her son." I previously had sympathy for Alexey, but that's inexcusable.
About the aversion to seeing people cry, I assume he's not comfortable with strong emotion. Tolstoy refers to it as pity at one point, but people coming to him with petitions were warned not to cry because he'd get angry and refuse to help. I'm sure it's not limited to women and children, he'd be even more horrified by a man bursting into tears.
The rotten tooth comparison is very apt; I think I've heard it elsewhere.
His "solution" sounds great to him, but I don't know why he imagines that Anna will comply. He hasn't thought it through very well in any case. We previously learned that they live apart for half the year or so, and he spends much of his time at work even when they're both in Petersburg. He can't control her at every minute, and she won't stay away from Vronsky.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+2)

        It was so sad that he just wrote of his son. And I agree he can’t enforce his solution given his living arrangements but I also think he wants to punish her enough he will find a way.


    

Part 3 - Chapter 14

    Discussion from r/yearofannakarenina (2023)

 What did you think of Alexey's letter to his wife?
 Why does Alexey have the impression that the portrait of Anna is mocking him?
 What was Tolstoy's aim in giving us the intricate details of Alexey's work problem? Was it simply to poke fun at the bureaucracy?
 How willing do you think Alexey would be to take on responsibility for another man's child, given that he doesn't seem to concern himself too much with his own son? Does he even suspect his wife is pregnant?
* Anything else you'd like to discuss?
Final line:


After reading a little more of the book on Egyptian hieroglyphics, and renewing his interest in it, Alexey Alexandrovitch went to bed at eleven o’clock, and recollecting as he lay in bed the incident with his wife, he saw it now in by no means such a gloomy light.
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        coltee_cuckoldee (+3)

        I am surprised that Karenin used religion in order to convince his wife that they had to stay married. I thought he might state that they have a child together and it is completely essential for him to have both parents (I assume that the divorce courts would not be very kind to Anna and that Karenin would get custody). It seems to me that both parents are relatively uninterested in Serezha- Anna can only think about Vronsky and Karenin is only interested in his career.
I think Karenin might be embarrassed by the fact that he has Anna's portrait in his study. He is clearly dedicated to her (maybe not romantically but I doubt he's ever had a mistress) and she has mocked him by taking up a lover. The portrait probably reminds him of this fact and he's probably thinking of her betrayal when he notices her wedding ring.
I think Tolstoy wanted to describe just how much Karenin's life revolves around his career. He's able to temporarily forget about his marital problems and they don't seem as gloomy after he's done working.
I think Karenin will have to accept the child if he does not want to divorce her and ruin his own image. However, I do think he will resent her and both the children and he might turn emotionally abusive.


    


    
        helenofyork (+3)

        I think Alexei cannot admit to himself that he loves Anna and does not want to lose her. I see him as fixating on her beauty in the portrait because it still enthralls him. Alexei is trying to hide his emotions by writing the letter. He then drowns it all out with work.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+3)

        Alexey is acting as I would expect him to. He is robotically cold and treats his letter to his wife like a business transaction. Though I would have liked to see him get angry with her an people care about what is going on, think he is not capable of these emotions. He once again wraps his excuse with religion to justify not giving her a divorce.
I think the work scene is to show us how comfortable Alexey is in that role.  He is soothed by the process and sees the problem with Anna in a “less gloomy” light.
I don’t know how or if things will change when he finds out about the child. He will probably deny it any love or attention no matter what.


    


    
        Pythias (+3)

         I still think he's an idiot. And a jerk. He will only consider his son his if Anna stays with him. "In the contrary event, you can conjecture what awaits you and your son." It's so gross to me. How does he really  believe this is the solution. It's beyond me. 
 
 Probably because he knows she'll never love him like she did Vronsky.
 I'm not sure.
 Oh my, I totally forgot about her pregnancy. No! Alexey will not take on responsibility for another man's child. Especially Vronsky's child. Oh man, I have no idea what Anna is going to do.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+2)

        Ah yes, the threat was such an ugly moment that I did not expect from him. Yikes


    


    
        Pythias (+2)

        I was feeling sorry for him but now I'm just so mad at him.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+2)

        Same.


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+4)

        The letter was brief and cold, and the implied threat to their son was downright cruel.
His reaction to Anna’s portrait was likely just a reflection of his own thoughts. (Although I do wonder which finger it is that is raised in the portrait.)
Much of the discussion of the work situation was lost on me, and it’s possible that contemporary readers would have gotten more from it. Lacking that context, I do wonder if there’s maybe some trouble coming in Alexey’s career.
He doesn’t suspect Anna is pregnant. Vronsky didn’t even know until she told him. I think he would outwardly accept responsibility for her child because it would enable him to keep up appearances, but he’d be even colder than he is to his own son.


    

Part 3 - Chapter 15

    Discussion from r/yearofannakarenina (2023)

 > When she thought of Vronsky, it seemed to her that he did not love her, that he was already beginning to be tired of her, that she could not offer herself to him, and she felt bitter against him for it
What do you think about that? Is she right about him? What do you imagine is going through Vronsky’s head right now?
 Anna realizes the bad situation she is currently in. Is she doing the right thing, leaving both her husband and Vronsky?
 Will Alexei's letter, saying that Anna can stay with him, reach her in time?
 What did you think about Anna’s admission in the letter that she didn't know the legalities regarding what happens to the children in a broken marriage?
 Do you think Anna's and Dolly's situations are somewhat similar now, with their whole focus being the children?
 Anything else you'd like to discuss?
Final line:


"No need of anything," she said to herself, and closing her blotting-case she went upstairs, told the governess and the servants that she was going that day to Moscow, and at once set to work to pack up her things.
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        I_wayne (+1)

        I actually feel pity for her and admiration for Tolstoy to give such complexities to her


    


    
        Pythias (+2)

         I can totally see Vronsky getting bored with Anna and falling for someone else. Especially because we haven't heard of him since the pregnancy.
 I don't know. I feel like it's not the right call for her son and she has another on the way. Will she be able to provide for both on her own?
 Will see. I'm not sure of that either.
 That she doesn't care about the legalities and probably isn't thinking everything through, just that she won't abandon her son.
* It seems as though they are both trapped, but Anna brought the complexities of an affair upon herself, Dolly did not.


    


    
        coltee_cuckoldee (+2)

        I think the novelty of the affair has worn off of Anna and she's finally able to think logically. I think she is correct about him and I believe that Vronsky might have freaked out when he discovered Anna's pregnancy. I'm sure he is in two minds and though he had try to convince her to run away with him previously, I don't think he will follow through with this. It was all talk and since the situation has become so much more serious, we'll see Vronsky trying his best to distance himself from Anna.
She's clearly worried about her reputation and the possibility of losing custody of her son. I think this is the only choice she has. She understands that she cannot depend on Vronsky- I'm sure he would take up a mistress if she did divorce Karenin to marry him. It might also be dangerous to remain with Karenin as he seems hellbent on taking revenge. I don't think he will harm her, but he will always threaten to out her affair and she'll just have to live within his control.
I don't think the letter will reach her in time as she's leaving tonight. I think this might cause another misunderstanding as Karenin might falsely believe that she ran away with Vronsky and he might take measures to protect his own reputation.
I think she realizes that the courts will not be in her favor as she's the one who started an affair. This is interesting as we don't see Stiva worrying about the same issue although he's been having affairs for quite some time (even when Anna visited to pacify Dolly, there was never any talk of custody if Dolly did leave him). Anna probably realizes that as a woman, she's has a disadvantage in this situation.
They are a bit similar. I'm sure Dolly stayed in order to ensure that her kids remained with her as well. However, I sympathized with Dolly as she was not at fault but she still had to suffer the consequences of her husband's infidelity.  Although Anna had periods where she did not even think about her son, I do think she is a good mom and cares deeply for Serezha. She probably knows that if Karenin gets custody, it will negatively affect Serezha as Karenin does not even have a proper relationship with him.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+2)

        Does anyone know what Anna means here? What would she be renouncing?


She knew that the support of religion was possible only upon condition of renouncing what made up for her the whole meaning of life.



    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+2)

        I think she means that her relationship with Vronsky is what gives her life meaning.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+3)

        Anna is just convincing herself of worst case scenarios. She doesn’t want to risk turning to him right now. I give her some respect for trying to run off on her own instead of cornering Vronksy and pressing him on his morality.
I think she is doing the right thing looking out for her son but she really has nowhere to go and no skills to survive on her own. I guess she could turn to Princess. But in Moscow - who but Stiva? Maybe she thinks Dolly can help her? But once she gets Alexey’s letter, she will likely run back to the safety of him.
I do believe Alexey’s letter will reach her in time. It will make a much better storyline LOL.


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+3)

        Tolstoy has convinced me that Vronsky does indeed love Anna. It took some time for me to accept this, given what a party guy he appears to be, and I'm not changing my mind yet. Anna is catastrophizing, imagining the worst.
Vronsky is probably still trying to get his head around the fact that she's pregnant, and he doesn't even know that she's confessed to her husband.
In Anna's situation there is no "right thing," but I'm pretty sure going to Moscow isn't a solution. Who's she even going to stay with in Moscow? Stiva? She doesn't think things through, so it's not at all surprising that she didn't know the legalities of child custody.
As I recall, Karenin ordered the letter to be delivered to her by courier, and assuming the courier leaves in the morning it will get there before she leaves.
I don't see any similarities between Anna and Dolly, and I'm not sure I agree that Anna's son is her whole focus.


    

Part 3 - Chapter 16

    Discussion from r/yearofannakarenina (2023)

 Was Anna's reaction to her husband's letter as you expected?
 What do you make of the big mess of Anna’s feelings at the moment? She seems to not stay long on any one decision. What do you think is her way out of this?
 How do you think Vronsky will react to Karenin's decision?
 Why do you think Anna suddenly decides to visit Betsy?
* Anything else you'd like to discuss?
Final line:


"Which dress am I to get ready?"
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        coltee_cuckoldee (+3)

        Yes, I did not expect Anna to express happiness/gratitude when she would receive the letter. She has realized that she is trapped- she is married to a man she does not love and she suspects that the man she does love, does not love her back.
Anna is confused and she's reminding me of Kitty right after Vronsky broke her heart. They were both confused, angry and just wanted to run away. I worry for Anna and hope she does not make any rash decisions. I think she should confide in Dolly about the situation as Dolly does seem like she might have good advice to give. Princess Betsy is not the best influence on Anna and I think she'll just encourage Anna to leave everything behind for Vronsky who will then reject her.
I don't think Vronsky is going to duel with Karenin. He doesn't seem too interested in Anna; their relationship was a passing affair for him. I think he will try to convince Anna to remain with Karenin as he won't have to be responsible for Anna and the kids.
She want to see Vronsky and assumes that she'll meet him at Betsy's. She may even want to talk to someone about what happened today.


    


    
        helenofyork (+2)

        

'I must see Alexei' (so she called Vronsky in her mind)...

It just dawned on me that Anna's husband and her lover share a name: Alexei!


    


    
        Pythias (+2)

         I didn't know what to expect. I think I thought she'd be relieved that her Karenin would still provide for their son but then she still has the problem of her pregnancy.
 I don't think there is a way out for her. Even though this is her fault, I really feel for her. She really does seem trapped.
 Will Anna even discuss Karenin's decision with Vronsky? I feel like she's going to avoid the topic with him for awhile.
 I think Betsy may be able to relate and maybe have advice for Anna. Plus she thinks Vronsky maybe there so we'll see what will come of that.


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+3)

        Anna seems on the verge of a breakdown, which I didn't exactly expect, but it doesn't surprise me either. She really has no way out, and any decision she makes will be bad.
Something that does surprise me: she's been married eight years, and her son is eight, and no other children. She doesn't seem to have any trouble getting pregnant, so I wonder if there's a story there.
Vronsky has already said she should "tell him everything, and leave him," so I suppose that's what he'll want Anna to do.
She's going to visit Betsy in hopes of seeing Vronsky, and if he isn't there, at least to talk to Betsy about him. Or possibly, just to get out of the house and do something, anything, to take her mind off her situation.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+2)

        I don’t know what reaction to the letter I expected, but I guess Anna being a mess and having no idea what to do fits well.
I think Anna wants to see Vronksy and also get Betsy’s input.
I suspect Vronsky will tell her she best go back to Karenin until they come up with a better plan. He isn’t ready to take her and her son in nor to take on Karenin so he will just push out any action for now.


    

Part 3 - Chapter 17

    Discussion from r/yearofannakarenina (2023)

 What did you think of the situation Anna finds herself in; forced to stay for this social gathering that she only attended to see Vronsky?
 Some new characters, who form part of an elite social group, are briefly introduced. What role do you think they might play in the story, in particular Stremov, Alexey's political enemy?
 Anna and Betsy spoke in a kind of code. How did you interpret their discussion?
 “This play of words, this concealment of a secret, held a great fascination for Anna, as for all women.” -- what do you think of that?
 What do you think of Betsy’s description of Liza Merkalova, her admiration of Anna, and the similarities and differences between her and Anna? Why does Betsy seem so gleeful chatting about this?
 Anything else you'd like to discuss?
Final line:


"But here they are."
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        coltee_cuckoldee (+3)

        I understand her frustration. She desperately wants to convey the news to Vronsky but she cannot contact him directly. She also cannot distract herself with conversation while her life is falling is apart.
I wonder if Stremov is going to out Anna and Vronsky's affair. If they are both competing for the same post, Stremov might need a proper scandal to beat his rival.
This is why they are good friends- Betsy understands Anna without her needing to declare her thoughts.
I guess Tolstoy is referring to the thrill of talking about something scandalous without making any direct mention of it. Only the two women know what they are actually talking about, a passer-by will most likely be unaware of the true topic of conversation.
I think Betsy wants Liza and Anna to meet. It's clear that Betsy has no problem with infidelity and now, she's introducing Anna to other women who have a similar lifestyle as hers. I worry for Anna as I'm sure that Betsy/Liza will continue to live a comfortable and protected life (no matter how many affairs they have, they'll never be ruined as the affairs won't be outed). I don't think Anna will have this fate as she's already gotten pregnant so she'll either have to walk out of her marriage as a ruined woman (and lose her social/financial standing) or be committed to and in complete control of Karenin.


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+3)

        Anna can easily leave if she wants, now that she knows Vronsky isn't going to be there. It can work out regardless, as Betsy nicely gives her the opportunity to write to him, and Anna creates a visit to Madame Vrede, where she'll apparently be able to meet him (the "Vrede garden.")
The introduction of Stremov strengthens the impression I had earlier that the discussion of Karenin's work was significant. He's going to have some problems, probably involving the Irrigation Board and Stremov.
Maybe all high society women in Imperial Russia were fascinated by the "play of words," but Tolstoy doesn't seem to respect women very much if he really believes that. In this instance though, Anna and Betsy just don't want anyone to hear what they're really talking about, and they're doing quite well getting their meaning across. (Also, we keep hearing that lying is alien to Anna's "truthful nature." I have yet to see any evidence of Anna's truthful nature.)
Liza Merkalova is interesting. She has Stremov, she has a husband, and there's also a mention of "Prince Kaluzhsky." Anna is particularly interested in all this, and asks what the husband's role is. Maybe she's wishing Karenin would settle for such a role. But Betsy doesn't want to say much about it. Perhaps Anna will try to get to know Liza better, which should be easy since Betsy says she admires Anna.


    


    
        Pythias (+7)

         Anna can't seem to catch a break at the moment. See really just wanted to see Vronsky and now she's stuck at a party with people that are hostile to her husband (though it didn't specifically say towards Anna as well). We'll see how this goes for her.
 Oh that's a good question. I'm not sure; I wonder if he'll use any details he learns from Anna's actions against Karenin.
 I thought it was a sweet gesture that Betsy left the room so Anna could add to the note asking Vronsky to come. And then this line from Betsy I found very interesting, "The husband? Liza Merkalova’s husband carries her shawl, and is always ready to be of use. But anything more than that in reality, no one cares to inquire. You know in decent society one doesn’t talk or think even of certain details of the toilet. That’s how it is with this.” It seemed to me that affairs in high society are common and frivolous. As long as it's not a big deal then Anna shouldn't take it too seriously. But Betsy obviously doesn't know about Anna's pregnancy or that Karenin now knows about the affair.
 I think Betsy is excited to have these two girls acquainted since she clearly enjoys both of their company.


    


    
        helenofyork (+5)

        

Anna and Betsy spoke in a kind of code. How did you interpret their discussion?  


“This play of words, this concealment of a secret, held a great fascination for Anna, as for all women.” -- what do you think of that?My mother despised women like Betsy and warned me, even as a little girl, to stay well away from them.
It's a wonder to me that a woman as sophisticated as Anna trusts Betsy at all! She is putting her sanity, life and reputation in Betsy's hands.


Anna knew that Betsy knew everything, but, listening to the way she talked about Vronsky, she always had a momentary conviction that she knew nothing.

This means that, if Betsy ever chose to cover for Vronsky with another woman, Anna would never pick up on it. Betsy could betray her in very many ways and I doubt that Anna could think of that beforehand and save herself.


    


    
        LiteraryReadIt (+3)

        It's going to take me a while to answer this for myself because I only just now finished chapters 5-9 for Part 3. I'll get there, though.


    

Part 3 - Chapter 18

    Discussion from r/yearofannakarenina (2023)

 What are your first impressions of the sparkling set?
 Why do you think Stremov is so flattering towards Anna?
 How do you explain Anna's aloofness to these other guests?
 How do you find the discussion about the boringness?
* Anything else you'd like to discuss?
Final line:


But remembering what was in store for her alone at home, if she did not come to some decision, remembering that gesture—terrible even in memory—when she had clutched her hair in both hands—she said good-bye and went away.
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        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+2)

        The description of the guests struck me as caricature, and I don't know what to make of the reference to Liza Merkalova's "perfect sincerity." She doesn't seem particularly sincere to me. I thought the "boringness" discussion was absurd on Liza's part, but Stremov is right that you're much less likely to be bored if you don't expect to be.
Stremov was cordial to Anna; no reason not to be, even though he is a political rival of her husband.
It's hard too tell whether Anna was really uncomfortable with these people (I would have been) or whether she was just distracted because of her personal situation.


    


    
        Pythias (+3)

         I'm not impressed with any of these new characters. The men smitten over the women. The women complaining about being bored when they just got there. They all just rubbed me the wrong way.
 Anna seems to still have great charisma, even though things are not going well for her. I think that between and maybe Stremov thinking he can get something out of Anna to use against Karenin is probably why he's so flattering towards Anna.
 Anna's got a lot on her mind. These people are nothing but a distraction to the turmoil in her life right now. These people are hostile towards Anna's circle and besides Betsy I don't believe Anna really cares for any of them.
 Honestly it kind of annoyed me. You have all the income you could ever need and the time. How can you not entertain yourself?
* I'm curious to know if Vronsky will show up and if he does how he acts around this group.


    


    
        helenofyork (+3)

        Stremov also knows that he will be seen speaking with Anna and that will form some sort of impression in the minds of the observers. "See? I'm a good guy! Alexandrovich's wife speaks to me!" I see it as a political move. These people are always on.


    


    
        Pythias (+2)

        Oh yes, I like this. Much more plausible I think.


    


    
        coltee_cuckoldee (+3)

        I understand why Anna was uninterested meeting them earlier. I found the conversation a bit dull as Lisa was just talking about how boring her life is. I was also a bit surprised to read that the races had taken place just the day before- this part is going so slowly!
I think Stremov may have heard rumors of Anna's infidelity and as he's Karenin's rival, he might be trying to figure out if the rumors were actually true. He understands that he can beat his opponent if Karenin's personal life is messed up beyond repair.
I can understand why Betsy gets along with these people. I just think that these people are not the type of crowd Anna would generally associate herself with. She seems to be close to Betsy as she's related to Vronsky.
It was boring!
Favorite line: "she had the radiance of a real diamond among false stone."


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+2)

        For some reason this chapter and the last one lost my interest. I don’t know if I am tired of Anna’s fretting or just not wanting to meet more new characters. Maybe I am just having trouble easing back into Anna’s life after leaving Levin and Kitty behind. I will trudge onward and hopefully gave more valuable thoughts as the week progresses.


    

Part 3 - Chapter 19

    Discussion from r/yearofannakarenina (2023)

 How well do you feel you know Vronsky? Were you surprised by his meticulous management of his personal finances?
 What do you think about Vronsky selling his horses and borrowing money from a money-lender?
 Why do you think Vronsky burned several of Anna's notes?
 Anything else you'd like to dicuss?
Final line:


Then he took out of his notebook three notes of Anna’s, read them again, burned them, and remembering their conversation on the previous day, he sank into meditation.
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        rubix_cubin (+3)

        Favorite line:
Everyone, knowing intimately all the complexities of his own circumstances, involuntarily assumes that these complexities and the difficulty of clearing them up are peculiar to his own personal condition, and never thinks that others are surrounded by similar complexities. And so thought Vronsky.
So true - everyone thinks their own problems are unique and no one else understands or is going through them. In reality, everyone is more or less going through the same shit...


    


    
        coltee_cuckoldee (+3)

        I wasn't too surprised on finding out that Vronsky's been keeping track of his finances. I would have been surprised if he wasn't in debt and had a lot of savings. He's very detailed and focused when it comes to his professional life/reputation. He only seems to behave recklessly when he's guaranteed that news of his behavior won't spread. I wonder if he's super anxious about the pregnancy as his image might be affected by the news.
It clearly shows that he considers his reputation as an honest man to be very important. He's willing to go into further debt to preserve this image.
Like I mentioned before, he's super anxious about the pregnancy and know that his reputation might take a hit any moment now. I'm sure he realizes how devoted Anna is to him and that she would rather divorce Karenin than leave Vronsky. He doesn't want to think of her and that's why he burns the notes.


    


    
        Pythias (+3)

         Not very well. This meticulous planning of his finances was a surprise to me. He doesn't come off as the guy with a plan to me. It was interesting.
 I thought it was interesting considering he didn't want to experience being refused a lone ever again. He must really be annoyed with his mother to refuse to ask for he's allowance.
* I didn't think much of it except that he does not want them to be found and read.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+4)

        I thought the same thing about him burning the notes so they wouldn’t be found.


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+3)

        Well, that was a surprise.
I had assumed (like everyone he knew, apparently) that Vronsky had the kind of money that enabled him to spend whatever and whenever he wanted.
But now that I know he doesn’t, I’m not surprised that he keeps track of his finances. It would be nice if he actually budgeted before he committed the funds, but whatever. He seems to be able to get past the current deficit by borrowing and selling the horses. Given the outcome of the race, he may be skittish about getting back in the saddle anyway.
I assume he burned Anna’s notes because he knew what was in them and didn’t want anyone else finding them.
How much does his financial situation limit his options with Anna?
Also — all of this certainly changes the image of brother Alexander. He married the daughter of a disgraced “Decembrist” revolutionary with no dowry — why? In that society, marrying for love seems to have been uncommon. Plus, he’s living on his brother’s generosity with no apparent limits on his own spending, supporting his family and even maintaining a “ballet girl” on the side.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+3)

        Good analysis Of Alexander. I had forgotten about the bales girl.


    


    
        helenofyork (+3)

        I LOVED THIS CHAPTER! I found it very true to life. I appreciate the business-minded chapters.
He is the epitome of a wealthy person on the way to financial destruction by virtue of his lifestyle.
I think Vronsky is outdoing Oblonsky in the race to bankrupcy! (I wonder if anyone has ever done a study a la the economics of Emperor Palpatine's poison pill or Forbes Fictional Richest Characters.) Stiva Oblonsky has Dolly's fortune to reinforce him. Vronsky's family has almost disowned him.
Does Anna's independent wealth offer some reinforcement? I doubt it. We see in an earlier chapter that her husband's financial manager is warning him about their extra expenditures. I think Anna will come to Vronsky pregnant, with very little money and a penchant for aristocratic life.
This is my 1st time reading "Anna Karenina" but I think we see a stressor as big as the social reprobation they have coming to them cooking. They are going to be broke. Now they will probably never be destitute but they both are used to a certain standard of living.
I wonder if Betsy will acknowledge Anna then.


    

Part 3 - Chapter 20

    Discussion from r/yearofannakarenina (2023)

 What is your opinion about Vronsky's code?
 Vronsky chooses a path where he can maintain his career, but where he also can maintain his love for Anna. What do you think about that? If Vronsky would have to decide between either his career or his love - what would he choose?
 Vronsky believes that Anna's husband has the right to challenge him to a duel, but we know that Alexey doesn't have the courage for that. Do you think Vronsky would fight for Anna?
 Do you think Vronsky feels any sense of duty towards Anna's unborn child?
5) Anything else you'd like to discuss?
Final line:


He shaved, took a cold bath, dressed and went out.
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        Pythias (+2)

         "These rules might be irrational and bad but they were absolute..." So Vronsky acknowledges to himself that these rules are irrational but sticks to them anyway cause they work for him. It just comes off to me as he is stubborn. Why would you follow such a flawed philosophy to such an extent?
 I'm not entirely sure. I want to say that his infatuation with Anna will come to an end eventually and for that reason he would choose his career over Anna. But it's harder and harder to think that of Vronsky.
 I think he would fight for her. But I think he would fight for her more because of pride and ego, not because he loves her so much to fight for her.
 I'm not entirely sure. He thinks to himself that he wanted to "beg her to leave her husband. He had said that, but now thinking things over he saw clearly that it would be better to manage to avoid that..." and he wants to avoid it now because he can't afford it. Vronsky's means to make money in order to stand by what he said. Is it because his word is important to him or because he does have a sense of duty to the child. Is it both? I really don't know.


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+5)

        Your translation says "might be irrational and bad;" mine says "possibly not reasonable and not good." I hadn't realized before this how different the translations are. Interesting.
I took this as Tolstoy's commentary on the rules, but I think you're right that it's really Vronsky's opinion. He knows his rules are probably flawed but doesn't care because it makes things easier for him. Maybe he's the sort of person who isn't comfortable with ambiguity, or doesn't like making hard decisions. He might get by with that in his career, as long as he doesn't advance much farther, but it's no good for managing a messy love affair.


    


    
        Pythias (+3)

        I do wonder how much futher his rules will take him. And what he'll do about the affair.


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+3)

        Tolstoy describes Vronsky's rules as "possibly not reasonable and not good." I suppose they're reasonable to Vronsky, but they really aren't good unless you're one of Vronsky's buddies. I would not want to be his tailor, as I might not get paid, but his men friends (not women, though) could be comfortable that he won't lie to them.
The code also makes me doubt Vronsky's intelligence, as he apparently thinks (at least until recently) that his rules cover everything.
Which would he choose, Anna or his career? I think if he had the money he'd retire and take Anna away. But in his current circumstances he can't. There would be no hope of ever getting money from his mother again, and he apparently can't bring himself to go back on his promise to his brother.
Vronsky seems to think Karenin will challenge him to a duel, and I don't think his code would allow him to decline. He's probably a better shot than Karenin, and he might be skillful enough to win without harming his rival too much.
I can't imagine that a child is explicitly covered in Vronsky's current set of principles, but I believe he would feel a sense of duty because it's Anna's child.


    


    
        Pythias (+2)

        

Which would he choose, Anna or his career? I think if he had the money he'd retire and take Anna away. But in his current circumstances he can't. There would be no hope of ever getting money from his mother again, and he apparently can't bring himself to go back on his promise to his brother. 

I think you're right.


Vronsky seems to think Karenin will challenge him to a duel, and I don't think his code would allow him to decline. He's probably a better shot than Karenin, and he might be skillful enough to win without harming his rival too much. 

Vronsky being a military man my bet is also on Vronsky.


    


    
        helenofyork (+6)

        Vronsky's code: I think that many of us have secret codes which would not seem so honorable if exposed to the light of day. We all operate with some design.
Did I understand correctly that Vronsky is seriously considering just leaving Anna to her husband and marriage, to bear his child and compel Karenin to raise it? Karenin could not complain publicly because it would disgrace him as well. Wow!
It occurred to me that many children in Society were probably raised like this, real father (or mother, but harder to pull off) unacknowledged.


    


    
        coltee_cuckoldee (+6)

        I'm surprised that he has a set of rules for himself as he has taken some questionable decisions in the past (leading Kitting on, having an affair with Anna, etc). I guess he seems to be open to anything as long as it does not affect his career/reputation. He's okay with having an affair with a married woman (he has no problem with deceiving a husband) but as long as it not too serious. It was also mentioned that he would silence any person who dared to speak publicly about the affair but I don't think he would actually go through with this should the situation arise. He cares way too much about his own image, he won't put his reputation at risk in order to defend Anna. That's just Vronsky trying to convince himself that he is a gentleman even if he has done some ungentleman-ly things.
I don't think he'll be able to maintain both his career and his love for Anna. He is already choosing his career as he is aware of the pregnancy and knows that there might be a scandal in the future (I doubt that Karenin and Anna were intimate in the last few months so I'm sure Vronsky knows that Karenin would discover the affair even if Anna did not inform him of it). He wants things to remain as they are so she would have to remain married to Karenin which is not something Anna wants. He's trying to convince himself that this choice is the best for both of them but I'm sure there will be an incident in the future where he clearly chooses his career over Anna and is unable to excuse that decision.
No, I don't think he would fight for her. He would be putting his reputation at stake and he's not going to do that. I don't think he loves Anna so much that he's willing to lose his life (if he loses the duel) or reputation (if he wins it and everyone finds out about the affair).
No. He would have been panicking if he was concerned about his kid. He would require a lot of money to fund his child's life and he would be worried as his financial situation is not good (he's in debt and his mom has cut him off) and his rank in the army is not the highest. The only reason why he has resolved to focus on his career is because he is competing with his old friend and not because he wants to ensure Anna's and his child's future.
I think Anna's pregnancy will result in a scandal soon. We know that both Karenin and Vronsky are focused on their careers (the former is doing everything in his power to ensure that his careers are unaffected by any potential scandal). We've also met Karenin's rival at Betsy's party and I have a bad feeling about him. I think he might uncover the pregnancy and publicize it and Karenin will distance himself from Anna to protect his own reputation. Vronsky might do the same so I'm worried for Anna. She's the only one in this situation who's not thinking realistically. She's in lala-land and believes that she has a future with Vronsky (one in which she gets to keep her son).


    


    
        Pythias (+2)

        

I'm surprised that he has a set of rules for himself as he has taken some questionable decisions in the past (leading Kitting on, having an affair with Anna, etc). 

He's rules to don't make a lot of sense to begin with because they're terrible rules. So I'm not really surprised.


He wants things to remain as they are so she would have to remain married to Karenin which is not something Anna wants. He's trying to convince himself that this choice is the best for both...

You're right. Vronsky and Anna really made such a mess of things. And now they've involved an innocent soul to muddle up the mess even more.


    


    
        helenofyork (+3)

        There is something immature and magical-thinking about Vronsky, isn't it? I suppose it is because he is a beautiful man of good birth and of course everything should work out well for him.


    

Part 3 - Chapter 21

    Discussion from r/yearofannakarenina (2023)

 What are your impressions of Prince Serpukhovskoy?
 What do you think about Serpuhovskey's assertion that an affair with a woman is a burden that can only be relieved by marriage?
 Vronsky claims that he no longer desires power. Do you think he could be tempted by Serpuhovskey to pursue it, and under which circumstances?
 Do you think the interest Vronsky is displaying in Serpuhovskey’s proposal comes from desire to be more, or envy of the comparative success of his analogue?
 How do you think career ambition, whether acted upon or not, could impact Vronsky’s relationship with Anna?
 Anything else you'd like to discuss?
Final line:


"I’ll look you up in Petersburg."
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        coltee_cuckoldee (+3)

        He's clearly a hardworking and ambitious man but his opinions on women/marriage were a bit surprising.
I do not agree with the Prince here but I guess I see why he's telling Vronsky this. If he considers that his relationship with his wife was no longer a burden on him after marriage, this implies that he's not putting much effort towards the relationship. I feel bad for his wife in this case. However, I do see that Vronsky's case is a special one. He's having a secret affair with a married woman and he probably is not focusing on his career as he's too busy ensuring that no one finds out about this affair. I wonder if the Prince was asking him to marry Anna or any other woman in order to take his mind off Anna. I do think that Vronsky is wasting his time but it would be very wrong to bind a woman in a marriage if he's not interested in the relationship.
I do think that's why we're getting to meet the Prince. He's going to encourage Vronsky to pursue his career/ambitions. Also, since he's already told Vronsky that a romantic relationship with a woman is a burden unless one is married, I predict that he's going to encourage Vronsky to break off the affair leaving Anna devastated. If he abandons Anna and his kid, I worry that Anna may not be able to handle the pain.
I think his desire to achieve more has come through envy. He's always been serious about his career (we've seen that he's well-liked among his peers and commanders) but I don't think he was this ambitious. He did not mind wasting time pursuing women like Kitty and Anna when he could have spent it advancing his career.
I think he will act on this ambition and if any scandal breaks out and his career is at stake, he will dump Anna.
Favorite lines:
"Yes it is true at present- that is another matter, but the present will not last forever"
"I am ambitious, it is my weakness and I acknowledge it."
"One change Vronsky noticed in him was that quiet and permanent radiance which comes upon the faces of people who have succeeded and feel assured that everybody recognizes their success."


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+5)

        Serpukhovskoy seems to be a competent officer who's succeeded in his career. He wants to help his friends, which is good. He's wrong about "there are no communists," of course, but one can't be perceptive about everything. I wonder why Tolstoy made a point of him kissing the quartermaster on the lips?
I think he's right about the affair/marriage theory, insofar as it affects his career. An officer would surely be more stable with a wife than with a mistress who might leave him at any time.
Vronsky could be tempted by power; he has been in the past and it's unlikely that he's given up his ambitions entirely. Serpukhovskoy is offering him another chance. I don't think it's envy per se, but the presence of his old friend is reminding him of what could have been.
I don't know enough about the Russian military to have an opinion about how it would impact his relationship with Anna. If he had to move for a promotion it would pose a problem, and if a scandal would derail his career he'd obviously have to make a decision.
Serpukhovskoy says “give me carte blanche, retire from the regiment, and I'll draw you upwards imperceptibly.” This confuses me. Retire from the regiment to advance his career? What?


    


    
        DernhelmLaughed (+3)

         He seems terribly confident in his pronouncements, despite the nuanced topics. It's almost convincing to hear him speak so authoritatively, as if he has somehow discovered some pragmatic take on a conundrum that has eluded everyone else. No, sir. Your hot take is a crude crayon drawing of the world.
 This centers the perspective on the man, and his career is the only metric of success. The woman (or women) are deemed valuable/convenient/suitable based on how they affect the man's career.
 I think Vronsky can be tempted by anything that appeals to his vanity or boredom. Of course he desires power. He is only temporarily distracted.
 It's interesting to see Serpuhovskey's definition of their superiority (being that they are "more difficult to buy" than the men without independent fortunes) juxtaposed with Vronsky's finances.
* Vronsky could be persuaded that Anna is one of those sorts of women who are detrimental to a man's career.


    


    
        coltee_cuckoldee (+3)

        

This centers the perspective on the man, and his career is the only metric of success. The woman (or women) are deemed valuable/convenient/suitable based on how they affect the man's career.

Great point!


    


    
        Pythias (+3)

         So far Prince Serpukhovskoy is the only friend of Vronsky's that has made a good impression on me. We'll see how long that last.
 I think that it's a naive idea. When does marriage for love start becoming a thing. I get that for royalty that it's for power first but it's so cold.
 I do think that Vronsky could be tempted, especially if it meant that he could make more money than Karenin. I can totally see Vronsky thinking that he could provide for Anna and the baby then just leaving her once things get too complicated. (Not that they are not already complicated.)
 I think it comes from envy despite what he tells himself.
* I think that it could impact Anna and Vronsky in a positive way but despite it being positive, I just don't see it working out between Anna and Vronsky. I really do think that Vronsky is going to leave Anna eventually. I don't have proof and can't say why I feel that way I just don't trust the guy.


    

Part 3 - Chapter 22

    Discussion from r/yearofannakarenina (2023)

 The chapter begins with Vronsky in a very upbeat mood. What do you think it was specifically that brought his mood plummeting down?
 Vronsky seems to be thinking about a duel a lot. We know Karenin considers it pointless -- do you consider that an impossibility then, or do you think something nonetheless could bring him to that extremity?
 What is your interpretation of Vronsky’s mindset at this stage? What is the significance of his increasing awareness of his own robustness, his own qualities?
 Both Anna and Vronsky seemed to misinterpret the other's nonverbal cues. What do you think this means?
* Anything else you'd like to discuss?
Final line:


Anna said goodbye to him, and drove home.

See you all next week!
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        Pythias (+5)

         It's here where it's easy to believe that Vronsky really loves Anna. Vronsky just wants Anna to be happy and when she's not happy he's not happy.
 A duel seems so ridiculous to me but the fact that both Vronsky and Karenin thought about a duel makes it more of a possibility to me.
 It seems to me that Vronsky wants to have his cake and eat it too. It seems like he thinks he can have his career go far and have Anna join him. But I fear it may be one or the other.
 That they both do not think things through and are terrible at communicating with each other. Which will cause more problems if they can't figure it out.


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+2)

        Vronsky was feeling good because he didn't know anything had changed in Anna's situation. He's happy being in love and knowing she loves him. His mood changes when he sees that she's upset about something, and changes even more when he knows what it is.
He does think a lot about a duel, and he seems to have some noble image of how it will go. He assumes Karenin will challenge him, but based on what we know of Karenin that's very unlikely. I don't think he'd want a duel even when he finds out Anna is pregnant.
Anna and Vronsky are both unsettled and confused, and they aren't communicating very well. That's not too surprising considering what's happening to them. They don't have time right now to talk it out; even this relatively secluded spot isn't really private. Hopefully they'll be thinking more clearly later.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+6)

        Vronksy and the obsession with the dual is interesting. He seemed to be saying he would just point his shot in the air and let Karenin shoot him. Like he wants an out or to be the victim. I don’t think we can appreciate yet how Karenin will react to finding out about the baby. And if this becomes dual worthy.
I think Vronsky says he wants to have Anna divorce and marry him and they can raise their baby. This way he can have the perfect life his friend told him about and focus on his career. He doesn’t care about her first son. Anna has to remind him that Karenin holds all the cards. And she can’t make the decision to divorce.


    


    
        Fontane15 (+6)

        I think this demonstrates how somewhat naive Vronsky is altogether. He has a very romantic idea of right and wrong (ie a duel). Vronsky’s reaction to Anna being pregnant (oh just divorce Karenin and marry me, it’s all good) also seems to be not wholly rooted in reality. He doesn’t really know the affects this would have on Anna and doesn’t seem to fully appreciate that Anna would end up cut off from her son.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+2)

        Indeed. He is so not rooted in reality.


    


    
        DernhelmLaughed (+2)

        After that conversation with Serpuhovskoy, I wonder if Vronsky will think of Anna in terms of how she increases/reduces his "robustness".


    


    
        coltee_cuckoldee (+2)

        I think his mood came crashing down because he realized that he would might have to duel her husband. I don't think he was prepared for such a serious conversation. Anna seems to be just another affair for him (I'm sure he loves her but he's not going to risk anything for her) and since Anna was persistent in asking for a reply, he had to give false promises.
I don't think Karenin knows about the pregnancy yet. If he finds out about it, I'm sure he'll resent Vronsky for putting him in a situation where he has to quietly raise someone else's kid or risk his reputation when the scandal eventually breaks. He might resort to a duel in that case.
I think Vronsky is becoming more and more aware of what actions he's capable of. After listening to the Prince's praise, his confidence has boosted. I think he will start to actively take decisions for himself and become more opinionated. He will no longer just follow the crowd or listen to people around him. I think this signals an end to Anna/Vronsky's relationship. We've just seen her demand a reply from him and he meekly told her that he would run away with her when he actually wanted to break the relationship off after the inevitable duel. I think he will  start speaking his mind in the future.
They might start to resent one another due to the misunderstanding. I don't think they will talk their misunderstandings out as we need some more drama and this will cause their relationship to crumble further. Maybe I'm being too pessimistic but I don't get good vibes from the new changes in Vronsky.


    

Part 3 - Chapter 23

    Discussion from r/yearofannakarenina (2023)

 When Alexey delivers his speech at the Commission, he employs a tactic of not looking at his opponent, but rather looking at "an inoffensive little old man, who never had an opinion of any sort in the Commission", and he succeeds with his proposal. Similarly, when Anna arrives, he focuses on her forehead and hair. What do you think of this behaviour?
 What were your impressions of the confrontation?
 What do you make of the contrast between Alexey’s speech at the meeting, that comes naturally and fluently and without need for preparation, and the start-stop nature of the conversation he attempts to strike with Anna?
 Do you think Alexey's conditions for Anna are fair?
 Why doesn’t Anna tell Alexey that she’s pregnant? Do you think he would act differently if he knew?
 Anything else you'd like to discuss?
Final line:


Bowing in silence, he let her pass before him.
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        Pythias (+2)

         I think it makes it easier for Alexey to focus on what his point is to get it across without the outside influence of what others or Anna will think of him. May be he's been easily influenced by people's emotions and reactions in the past that he has learned this method works best for him.
 I really feel for Anna for the mess she's in. Most of all because she has no feelings for her husband at this point and isn't free to love the man she wants. It's heart breaking even though I think Anna's completely at fault for getting in this mess.
 He uses the same tactics but seems to have trouble with Anna. I think that he wants to be stern but it's hard for him because of all the emotions he may be experiencing and we know that he's not good with his emotions. That on top of how Anna is feeling probably makes it really hard for him to state what he wants out of Anna and their situation.
 Absolutely not. I would think it's fair if Anna wanted to stay and if she still loved Alexey but she does not. He's trapping her.
* Probably because she thinks he demand that Anna abort the baby? I'm not sure why she didn't.


    


    
        coltee_cuckoldee (+5)

        I think this might be because he doesn't want to see any emotional reaction a person might have to his words. It was previously mentioned that he hated it when women and children cried in front of him an d I guess that it was because he forgets his reasoning or finds it difficult to argue when the other person is getting emotional.
It looks like Alexei has started to ignore Anna. It seemed a bit deliberate that he wasn't trying to meet her and it looks like he's trying to keep a distance from her. I didn't think the confrontation was too bad. They both did argue but I expected it to be much worse as she's in a fragile emotional state (she seems to have a feeling that Vronsky won't be there for her yet she doesn't want to remain married to Karenin and she's pregnant on top of this) and Karenin found out about her betrayal a few days ago.
We'e seen how work soothes Alexei. He had forgotten about his wife's affair after spending a few hours deep in work. I think the contrast might be because he was relaxed when he was at the meeting. He enjoys his work and is probably the best man for it. He might be nervous around Anna (she's pretty much declared that she has no interest in him but he wants her to stay in order to save his reputation) and that affects the flow of his speech.
I think they are somewhat fair. He's not expecting any wifely duties/responsibilities from her. He just wants her to stay away from her lover so that there would be no gossip which could harm his career. He's declared that she would enjoy all advantages of being a wife so this is the best she could do in this situation.
I think Anna did not expect him to be this calm (I know that his speech indicates otherwise but he was just focusing on his own work instead of going crazy thinking about the affair). I think this might have been the first time we've seen him stand his ground. He was quiet liberal with her (he did not have any problem with her ditching him at the party to stay and spend time with Vronsky- he just did not want any gossip) and she might be surprised that he's demanding few things from her this time. This change might have made her a bit nervous and she's probably decided that now is not the best time to reveal the pregnancy. I do think that revealing the pregnancy would change everything- there is no way Karenin would be quiet and raise Vronsky's kid as his own.


    


    
        EmpressPlotina (+2)

        

We'e seen how work soothes Alexei. He had forgotten about his wife's affair after spending a few hours deep in work. I think the contrast might be because he was relaxed when he was at the meeting. He enjoys his work and is probably the best man for it.

I wonder if it's also making a point, that Alexei has a job, a public life to get lost in. Anna, as a woman, doesn't have the same option to follow her passion. She only has social life and family life.


    


    
        DernhelmLaughed (+2)

         Alexey perhaps cannot deal with a difficult issue head-on, but must try to approach it indirectly.
 The previous chapter seemed to show the precariousness of Anna and Vronsky's relationship, and how easily it could be shaken by external influences. This chapter underscored how difficult it is for Anna to leave a bad situation (her marriage). Anna feels such aversion for her husband, and this aversion predates her affair with Vronsky. Even with a new relationship to offer her a safe harbor, she cannot just walk away. She is afraid that her husband will find some way to hurt her or separate her from Seryozha.
 Out of all the many nuanced interactions that we've seen in their marriage, how has Alexey  not understood the clear signs that his wife abhors his sarcastic voice and aloof manner, and that his manner alienates her? And here, he is doing it again while reproaching her for being unfaithful, and for not being more agreeable to her husband. No self-awareness that his behavior has contributed to her distancing herself from him.
 I can understand his desire for discretion. Social standing is very important to many of the characters, especially the upper classes. At different points in the story, I had wondered if Alexey might not have cared much for Anna's affair, had it not been accompanied by public embarrassment. It's so claustrophobic.
* I think Anna decided not to divulge anything that was not absolutely necessary because she did not want to give him more ammo against her. For all she knows, Alexey might have been inspired by this pregnancy revelation to sabotage her future happiness.


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+2)

        Alexey employs this tactic because he has prepared his remarks as best he can and he doesn't want to be distracted by the reaction of his opponent. It works for him at the office; he got the result he wanted. And I suppose it works with Anna too although his goal is different. He doesn't need her to agree; he just wants to get his message across.
I wonder why she didn't wait for him to come to her? I would have.
Alexey prepared extensively for the speech at the meeting; he just didn't need last minute preparation. He was ready. He's done that kind of thing before.
The situation with Anna is different. He's never been in this situation before, and although he's prepared as best he can he doesn't know what Anna will say or do n
Alexey's conditions are only fair if you accept that he has to save face and cannot permit a divorce. The fact that Anna cannot initiate a divorce makes the whole situation inherently unfair.
I have no idea what he'd do if he knew she was pregnant, because that would make saving face very difficult. He would have to pretend the baby was his.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+3)

        I was a little confused. Did Alexey say he didn’t want Anna to see Vronsky ever or just not where anyone would see?
It sounds like her is offering to have her be his “pretend” wife in exaggerating for her silence and ending the matter. Basically their marriage was pretty much a sham anyway so not much change I guess.
I can see why Anna is scared of telling him about the baby until she better understood his reaction and thinking.


    


    
        DernhelmLaughed (+2)

        

Did Alexey say he didn’t want Anna to see Vronsky ever or just not where anyone would see?

I got the impression that Alexey only asked Anna to be discreet about her affair. Because he also says something along the lines of, Anna will have the benefits of a faithful wife without having to perform the duties of a faithful wife.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+2)

        Ah ha. Well then I guess it is a good deal. The conditions are fair.


    


    
        Fontane15 (+4)

        I’m getting the impression that the author is trying to imply that Vronsky will not be with Anna forever, their relationship was doomed from the get go. Tolstoy is definitely showing how common these affairs would have been in the upper classes-with that in mind, why would Vronsky wish to stay? If it’s true he’s going to eventually get tired of Anna, then Karenin’s offer of a discreet affair, while retaining all her status as a wife in society, is incredibly generous.


    


    
        helenofyork (+3)

        " If it’s true he’s going to eventually get tired of Anna, then Karenin’s offer of a discreet affair, while retaining all her status as a wife in society, is incredibly generous."
It's a fair assumption on Karenin's part considering Vronsky's past behavior. I have been assuming the same. I cannot see how Vronsky won't tire of Anna and especially if the prospect of poverty looms. He doesn't seem the type to suffer for love.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+3)

        Good point. They do seem to be common and casually treated.


    

Part 3 - Chapter 24

    Discussion from r/yearofannakarenina (2023)

 What do you think about Levin's disillusionment with the peasants and his farm?
 Do you think Levin's reluctance to swallow his pride and visit Kitty reflects a general inability to accept anything less than his idealized fantasies?
 What do you make of Levin’s feeling that Dolly’s attempts to bring him and Kitty together “deeply humiliate her sister”? What do you think is really going on in Kitty’s head right now?
 What do you think it would take to bring the two together?
* Anything else you'd like to discuss?
Final line:


Now he was glad to get away from the neighborhood of the Shtcherbatskys, and still more from his farm work, especially on a shooting expedition, which always in trouble served as the best consolation.
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        Swimming-Strike8511 (+3)

        I think levin is just extremely capricious. He's a complex man with so many nuanced feelings. But in general, he seems to get into a bad mood quite often and throws tantrums.


    


    
        Pythias (+2)

         Although Levin wants to help it seems like the peasants don't want to change or what Levin's help.
 Yes. Levin is too much of a romantic and needs to come back to reality more often.
 Dolly and Kitty don't seem the type to keep secrets from each other and maybe Dolly thinks that she made a mistake turning down Levin.
 Levin needs to swallow his damn pride.


    


    
        helenofyork (+2)

        Levin starting to dislike the farm seems like displaced feelings to me. He wants to be with Kitty more than he dare admit to himself and so he needs to project his strong feeling of unhappiness somewhere.
2023-me is saying "Just go find her and make Kitty yours!" Of course, Levin is too tied down by being a proper Imperial Russian gentleman to do so. Maybe this is why he is projecting his feelings onto the farm - it represents a major reason why he needs to act a certain way and not give in immediately to what he really wants to do.


    


    
        coltee_cuckoldee (+2)

        I think he's finally realized that his goals go against those of the peasants. They are not working towards the same thing.
Yes, Levin needs to be able to get over things. I get that he is embarrassed but he's been told that he actually has a chance by Dolly herself. If he's still smitten by Kitty, he should swallow his pride and meet her. He's put Kitty and his fantasy of marrying her on a pedestal without thinking realistically at all. He knows that the Princess is not fond of him and that Kitty being super popular at the balls may have already fallen in love with someone else. He doesn't pay attention to details that may not suit his fantasies and gets super embarrassed and resentful when things don't work out .
I think he's overthinking this. Dolly isn't trying to humiliate Kitty- she just wants the best for her. She knows that Kitty won't make the first move and is trying to encourage Levin to do so. I think Kitty is also disillusioned by her previous life and is trying to make some changes. She did try to adopt a new lifestyle in Germany but that did not work out too well and she's gotten bored of it.
I think Kitty would have to drop a hint and indirectly show that she's interested in order to get Levin to meet her. I think she might have to visit him herself (he would try to act as if he weren't at home if she did this).


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+2)

        Levin is being a bit of a brat.
He suddenly “hates” the farm when he loved it so much last we say. It feels like he is in a poor mood due to Kitty resurfacing. His problems sound pretty difficult and to just leave them in the hands of his bailiff seems irresponsible. When he first showed up at the farm in the earlier chapters he wasn’t happy about things and if I remember correctly he might have fired his caretaker? Regardless he seems to like doing the work better than running the farm.
I feel for him with the Kitty situation. I do see his point that he would have liked things to naturally unfold rather than have known about being a second choice. But also he should have listened to Dolly better who explained Kitty’s side and that young women have to choose yes/no and don’t feel they can contemplate. Levin had gone away and then come back for Kitty so she didn’t know what he was thinking.
I hope they run into each other and he sees she still likes him and vice versa. Natural resolution is best.


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+3)

        Levin's musings about his farm management are interesting. We've noticed how frustrated he gets when his good ideas are pretty much ignored, and now he's figuring out why. I wonder if he'll change, and if so how.
He just isn't ready to see Kitty yet. He's picturing himself showing up and immediately renewing his offer, which may actually be what Dolly was encouraging him to do. I don't know what Kitty is thinking but I hope she's enjoying spending time with Dolly and the children and not thinking so much about getting married. I hope that eventually Kitty and Levin have a more normal relationship and non-romantic interaction before thinking again about marriage.
I'm glad he's taking time off to go shooting with a friend.


    

Part 3 - Chapter 25

    Discussion from r/yearofannakarenina (2023)

* What did you think of Tolstoy's depiction of the well-off peasant's life?
2) Why do you think this peasant manages to succeed where Levin fails?
3) Do you think this household is as perfect as it looks, or was Levin’s perception skewed by superficial things, like the beauty of the young woman?
4) How do you think seeing this successful farm will affect Levin?
5) Favourite line / anything else to add?
Final line:


And all the way from the old peasant’s to Sviazhsky’s he kept recalling this peasant farm as though there were something in this impression that demanded his special attention.
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        Pythias (+2)

         It sounded like such a wonderful life. Especially because it seem family dependent. I would love to live this way.
 Levin seems to be hesitant to let workers go where as the family can't afford to pay people are going to lose them money. I think that has a lot to do with it.
 I have no doubt that Levin's perception is skewed but I do believe that they are happier than Levin. And happiness is something Levin seems to be chasing.
 Will he realize that Kitty is where his happiness may be and will he sallow his pride? I really hope so.


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+3)

        I loved this chapter, and it reminds me of Levin's interest in the young peasant couple he encountered right before he spent the night in the hayfield. Wholesome, happy, attractive.
I was a little surprised by the idea of a well-to-do peasant; obviously I still don't understand the stratification of Russian society.
Anyway, this particular peasant has done quite well and he's proud of his success. He keeps his workforce small, mostly family, so everybody feels a personal interest in their work. He invests part of his profits to expand the business. He's able to keep an eye on everything rather than relying on a bailiff as Levin does, and he definitely doesn't take off for Moscow for months at a time.
I wouldn't say that Levin has failed, though. He just wants things to be perfect, and with an operation his size (over 6,000 acres) he has to have many more workers. I'm not sure there were economies of scale in farming in the 19th century. He wishes he could be as satisfied with his life as this peasant is.
Of course it isn't perfect, but they do seem pretty happy. Levin appreciated the young woman, but I think he was more impressed by the apparently close and happy family environment.
I have no idea how it will affect him, though. He certainly can't duplicate it unless he has a whole lot of sons.


    


    
        DernhelmLaughed (+2)

        The lessons that Levin is learning from other people's attitudes towards agriculture all seem to have applicability for his own personal life. It's not all about the end result, but of the quality of life. And the slow strategy of acquiring land is a result of patience.


    


    
        coltee_cuckoldee (+3)

        I think the peasant manages to succeed as he works along with his family and is not afraid to fire hired help if he is not satisfied with their work. We've seen Levin complain about his workers but he's never let anyone go.
I think Levin's perception was skewed. I'm not sure if the good looking woman affected his perception but I think he sees a family that is working in the fields and the men of the family (sons/nephew) are married and since that is what Levin wants for himself, he thinks that they're living the ideal life.
I think Levin will become more involved in his farm. By this I mean, he won't complain about the faults in the work of his employees but he'll try to actively rectify those mistakes.


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+2)

        Oh, good point about him never firing anybody. I've wondered why he doesn't get rid of the bailiff, who seems to largely ignore him.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+2)

        I think the household runs effectively and happily as a family. Whereas Levin by himself doesn’t seem like he has the patience to manage his farm and would rather work on it. It is the families livelihood whereas it’s almost a business to Levin.
I hope he sees that treating the farm like a family operation will help it run better.


    

Part 3 - Chapter 26

    Discussion from r/yearofannakarenina (2023)

 What are your impressions of Sviyazhsky and his household?
 How does Sviyazhsky's view of the world differ from Levin's?
 What do you think it is about Nastya that makes Levin think it’d be impossible for him to marry her?
 Levin was hoping that seeing Nastya would help sort out his Kitty feelings. Do you think the plunging neckline debacle will clarify things for him?
* Anything else you'd like to discuss?
Final line:


Levin saw proofs of this in his dress, in the old-fashioned threadbare coat, obviously not his everyday attire, in his shrewd, deep-set eyes, in his idiomatic, fluent Russian, in the imperious tone that had become habitual from long use, and in the resolute gestures of his large, red, sunburnt hands, with an old betrothal ring on the little finger.
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        Pythias (+2)

         I found Sviyazhsky very interesting. He looks down on peasants but advocates for their rights during elections. It shows me he has an open mind, and most opened minded people are cool in my book.
 Sviyazhsky seems to be more open minded and sure of himself, where as Levin is ridge in his opinions but comes off as self-conscious.
 Mostly that he doesn't have romantic feelings for her.
 I thought this entire scene was hilarious. I did feel for Levin's discomfort but it was still hilarious.


    


    
        helenofyork (+2)

        I felt uncomfortable reading "...even though by all tokens this quite attractive girl would make a wonderful wife, he was as little capable of marrying her, even if he had not been in love with Kitty Scherbatsky, as of flying into the sky."
Just because 2 people seem to fit well on paper does not mean they should enter a relationship!
Many of the unhappy relationships rife with adultery that Tolstoy experienced in society was owed to marrying social equals/the right person/etc.
Levin is a man of integrity who knows himself and his heart.
I could just tell that the Sviyazhsky family will not let this drop until and if the girl is married to someone else.


    


    
        coltee_cuckoldee (+5)

        I found Sviyazhsky interesting. He seems to have no real opinion about anything. He just supports whatever side he finds convenient at a time. He seems to have such a negative opinion about his own countrymen (especially the peasants) but he is ready to help them whenever required to maintain his public image.
I think Sviyazhsky is more flexible and he's able to understand both sides of a point even if they are contradictory. Levin is very rigid in his opinions, if something does not go exactly the way he expects it to, he's going to be very disappointed. Levin also does not seem to have any insincerity and he won't change his opinions to impress anyone.
The fact that she is not Kitty. I don't think Levin had even considered marrying any woman other than Kitty. He believed that him and Kitty would end up together and completely neglected to think if Kitty is even interested in him. He was taken aback when he found out that Kitty actually had an opinion that did not match his. Since Levin was first interested in Dolly, I do think he would be able to get over Kitty if he wanted to. He might find something about the Shcherbatsky's to be very comforting and that's why he's dead set on marrying one of their daughters.
Yes, I think he has understood that he has no real interest in Natasya. Given Levin's madonna-whore complex (remember how he was disgusted he was by the French woman in the restaurant? and how he wants his wife to be as "good" as his mom), I'm sure he was repulsed by the plunging neckline and instantly compared Natasya to Kitty and thought that Kitty wouldn't do such a thing.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+2)

        Ah yes I forgot about the French woman. So true.


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+2)

        I wonder why Levin and Sviyazhsky are friends? Tolstoy’s description of him, and how his opinions don’t seem to match his actions, make him sound kind of annoying. Regardless, his household seems comfortable, and they get along well.
I don’t know why Levin isn’t interested in Nastya, but he’s obviously met her before and knows she’s not for him. Maybe he doesn’t like it that she was teaching in the school; I recall that he doesn’t think much of education for peasants. In any case she doesn’t fit his vision of the ideal woman as Kitty does.
The plunging neckline was kind of funny. It’s making him nervous. But he would’ve left his conversation with the women anyway, because he wants to talk with the landowners about farm management.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+6)

        One can hope that the discomfort Levin endured from the bosoms staring out at him from the quadrangle, trapeze-shaped cutout will drive him back to Kitty!
Perhaps Levin wants someone more refined than the apparently scantily clad Nastya so it makes it impossible for him to marry her.
I am not familiar with Russian history and had a tough time following Sviyazhsky’s views. They seemed a bit contradictory. He dislikes nobility, and dislikes peasants but supports them as agricultural workers. He supports women’s rights but creates an environment where his women are secluded at home.
Levin seemed concerned with figuring out how to reconcile the workers low wages with his goals as a landowner. It’s like they are moving out of serfdom (basically slavery) and  creating a peasant class but understanding that the workers need more wages and infrastructure to live a free life. And he seems eager to discuss this with the visitors (as well as run from the white bosom).


    

Part 3 - Chapter 27

    Discussion from r/yearofannakarenina (2023)

 What do you think of the landowner’s position?
 > The landowner unmistakably spoke his own individual thought—a thing that very rarely happens
What do you think about that?
 Why is Sviyazhsky so resistant to having a conversation with Levin on peasant working conditions?
 What do you think Tolstoy is trying to say with all the European references - Italian bookkeeping, the German expert in bookkeeping, and even the humble potato being thrust upon Russia by force?
* Anything else you'd like to discuss?
Final line:


The landowners got up and Sviyazhsky went to see his guests out, once again impeding Levin in his unpleasant habit of prying beyond the reception rooms of his mind.

See you all next week!
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        Pythias (+2)

         I think he's doing the best he can with the situation he's got. Without serfdom he can't force anything out the peasants and has to pay them. But it also benefits him with the running of his farm. I don't about emancipation ruining Russia and I think that's why Levin doesn't entirely agree with him.
 I think it's always hard to speak what's on one's mind. Especially when it involves strong opinions are big matters. I don't know how it was back then when the government was a monarchy. But now a days in America it's so hard to have a political discussion with some one you disagree with (outside of colleges). It's as though Americans forgot how to have a pleasant debate. If you disagree with some one or point out some one to be wrong on something people lose their minds. Now this obviously isn't true of all Americans but it does seem to be a majority of them.
 I'm not entirely sure why Sviyazhsky is so resistant. But I really like what /u/coltee_cuckoldee and /u/sunnydaze7777777 shared.
 Maybe that Russia has lost its roots?


    


    
        coltee_cuckoldee (+2)

        I think the landowner's position makes sense. He helps the peasants pay their taxes and in return, they help him with his farm work. He needs to give them some sort of payment as it would be impossible to find a worker willing to work for free.
I think that was mentioned as we've met so many characters who don't have any individual ideas- they just follow any ideology as long as it helps them. Sviyazhsky doesn't seem to have a definite opinion on most topics, he understands both sides and works in a manner that reflects this. Even Oblonsky did not have any definite opinions, he was very easygoing and as long as something did not directly affect his life, he had no problems with it.
I think he's resistant as he does not really have an opinion on the working conditions for peasants. He's given Levin the idea that he supports a particular argument/side and now that Levin's asking him questions, he's trying his best to not look stupid as he might not be well-informed with the topic.
Tolstoy might be trying to indicate that he does keep himself well-informed with international trends. I was a bit surprised last chapter when a character mentioned that Turkey was a ruined nation (and Russia was going to follow it). I know they had newspapers back in the day but it just surprised me to learn that normal people (ones not involved in politics/decision making) kept themselves abreast with what was going on internationally.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+3)

        Side note- I was looking at the comments from last year discussion 2019-10-26   There is some good stuff in there about history around topics in this chapter if you feel like a read.
I also found this gem:


I’m still not sure what all this mowing and farming has to do with Anna Karenina who this book is titled for, but I guess I’ll just have to wait and see. Maybe Karenin banishes her to the countryside and she decides to spend her whole life making farms profitable again as some sort of penance? I don’t really know.



    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+6)

        I have a suspicion that the book is named for Anna so that people would want to read it, giving  Tolstoy a wider audience for his farming discussions, economic theories, political views. I don’t expect much if any integration of Anna’s and Levin’s stories.


    


    
        helenofyork (+2)

        Oh! Great insight! I can see that.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+3)

        It sure seems like that! Levin is his mouthpiece as we drag along teased by a possible romance between him and Kitty.


    


    
        coltee_cuckoldee (+3)

        I have the same opinion. It seems like Tolstoy sees Levin as a reflection of himself. We've met him so often and heard about his thoughts/ideas. I mean, he has more scenes when compared to Vronsky (title character's lover) and Karenin (title character's husband)!


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+2)

        The landowner was arguing to throw money at the land which could solve the problem but Levin explains this doesn’t work. The landowner also suggests that giving the laborers land to let/rent in exchange for half the crops gives them a sense of ownership and is he best arrangement. I took what he says to mean that since they can no longer control “exert authority” over the laborers, the best option is to give them some independence.
Levin wants to get into the mind of the laborers and figure out how to motivate them.  Basically manage them vs what the landowner is saying which is to just enter into a partnership with them.
Sviyazhsky seems to keep his finances of the land close to the vest. I suspect he may be engaging with workers in ways he doesn’t want to discuss publicly though I am not sure what that would be. And he is arrogant and doesn’t want to discuss how he “might” be losing money with the group.
Tolstoy is saying that Europe is further along in their economic structure than Russia who is just emerging from serfdom. It is interesting he slights the Italian bookkeeping and talks about the precision of German bookkeeping. All stereotypes.


    


    
        Fontane15 (+2)

        He is definitely comparing Russia to Western Europe. I find it interesting that he says that they had to be forced on Russia. I wonder if he’s indirectly saying that anything helpful must be given to Russia by force?


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+3)

        Ah probably — so it seems. This comment has some entertaining info on the forcing of the potato on Russia. comment


    


    
        helenofyork (+2)

        I loved reading this. Thank you for sharing!


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+2)

        Me too. Great random facts to bring up at the next dinner party.  LOL


    

Part 3 - Chapter 28

    Discussion from r/yearofannakarenina (2023)

 What do you think about Sviyazhsky's contradictions? How does he differ from Levin?
 What will Levin’s new, revolutionized system look like? Do you think that the peasants will accept changes?
 Will Levin ever see the positive effects of education?
 What do you make of the parallels between Sviyazhsky and Alexey Karenin?
* Anything else you'd like to discuss?
Final line:


He had made up his mind to revolutionize his whole system.
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        Pythias (+2)

         Sviyazhsky just seems like a walking contradiction. He says one thing but his actions say something else. Levin is much more aligned with what he says and believes.
 Change is hard and helping someone who doesn't want to be helped is almost impossible. I don't believe that the peasants will accept the changes.
 I doubt it. Time will tell.
 I'm not sure.


    


    
        DernhelmLaughed (+3)

        Levin's musings around improving the crop yield and agricultural methods were really interesting, especially since he was trying to construct a desirable (to him) end result out of mutually incompatible stepping stones.
The peasants do not want to change the way they farm, so they must be educated on the new ways. The argument for the merits of education is stymied because education "give the peasant fresh wants", which can run counter to Levin's dream of a labor force that desires to try new agricultural methods with the desired end result being an increase the crop yield.
The labor force must be made to want to increase the crop yield, but Levin has thus far only thought that their increased labor contribution will be rewarded with their share of the increased profits. He hasn't asked yet if that is worth the increased effort to them.
I don't think that's merely a matter of detail, as Levin thinks.


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+5)

        Levin objects to education in the sense of basic education for children. Specific training in new methods is something else. Apparently the peasants are comfortable with the old ways and don't want to change, especially if new methods cause the work to be done faster and them getting paid for fewer hours. Levin's proposing to change the incentives, and as you point out, the question is how much will make it worth their while.


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+2)

        Some of this chapter reminds me of discussions we have today about throwing money at a problem versus solving the root causes of said problem. Sviyazhsky apparently thinks the root cause of the peasants' resistance to new methods is ignorance, and that education is the solution. Oddly, he doesn't say that educated peasant will better understand the benefits of new methods; he thinks it will give the peasantry "new wants."
Levin doesn't agree. He says "in what way this trouble of poverty and ignorance is to be cured by schools is as incomprehensible as how the hen-roost affects the screaming.  What has to be cured is what makes him poor.” (What he doesn't say, though he could have, is that an educated peasant may choose to do something other than work on a farm.)
Levin proposes showing the peasantry an immediate benefit by sharing in the profits. He seems to think the peasants already understand that new methods will produce a better result; they just don't care because it doesn't benefit them. He's thinking of what we call in the US an ESOP; an employee stock ownership plan. I don't see why the peasants wouldn't accept this; whether they'll connect new methods with the increased profits remains to be seen.
It didn't occur to me to draw any parallels between Sviyazhsky and Karenin; apparently they're both government officials of some sort and both like to read scholarly articles. Karenin's a bureaucrat in the national government, and Sviyazhsky is some kind of local official. It's unclear to me what the role of a "marshal" is and what authority he has.


    


    
        coltee_cuckoldee (+3)

        I think Sviyazhsky does not have any real opinions of his own. He just reads a lot and enjoys pointing attention to the fact that he is well-read. Levin seems to be the opposite: I don't think he is accepting of other opinions other than his own and he usually sticks to what he believes in.
I think the peasants will accept the new changes and Levin might earn a lot of money if his farm yields increase.
I think he might in the future. We've seen him improve for the better. He used to blame the peasants and their quality of work for the poor results but now he seems to have understood his role in it as well.
They're both highly educated/well-read but I don't think Sviyazhsky is as involved/focused in his work when compared to Karenin.


    


    
        Pythias (+2)

        

Sviyazhsky is as involved/focused in his work when compared to Karenin.

I can see that.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+3)

        Sviyazhsky lacks substance. He is is just armed with surface information to appear knowledgeable. Levin has well thought out ideas that follow reason  (though inflexible and not always forward looking).
Revolution Farm— I think he means to enlist the peasants in partnership and give them half the crops in exchange for labor. He will also come up with (with their help) new ways to cut cost and labor to yield the most crops.  This way he is spending less money but the net profit from half the crops is still a better yield than he was getting.
Having been on his soapbox so much, I am oddly starting to follow Levins logic on education. I see the point he is trying to make, I think. He says first provide them with infrastructure and basic needs - food, shelter etc and a way to keep earning those first. Then education will be a second step. I don’t know that I agree because to have access to an education can allow the children to have a more prosperous life later. Both can be done simultaneously at least while the children are at an early age and not needed on the farms.
Parallels between Svi and Karenin?? I might need some help here…


    


    
        helenofyork (+5)

        Just one comment!


'That will never be done with the Russian peasantry without a stick!'

There are modern corporate managers that share this same opinion!
Getting people to do difficult work well and at a rate that will allow profit is an eternal science.


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+2)

        Human nature never really changes, does it?


    

Part 3 - Chapter 29

    Discussion from r/yearofannakarenina (2023)

 Levin is passionate about wanting to revolutionise the Russian farming system, thoroughly educating himself on the theory and practice, and even wishing to study abroad. Do you think he would be throwing himself behind this massive project had Kitty accepted his offer of marriage or is it his way of trying to forget his rejection?
 There are the simple-headed cowherd Ivan and the clever carpenter Fyodor Ryezunow. Tolstoi emphasises the attributes 'simple-headed' and 'clever' - he mentions them more than once. Which impact will Ivan and Ryezunow have in Levin's plan? Will one of them be the key factor to get through the peasants?
 Briefly, Levin reflects on his rude behavior toward Dolly and Sviyazhsky. He can't show his face there anymore - but he doesn't care now. What do you think about how he handled that situation?
 If Levin does go abroad to observe European farming systems, what future plans will he return with, regarding both his farm and his marriage wishes?
* Anything else you'd like to discuss?
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        Pythias (+2)

         It's so hard to tell with Levin. I really want to say no but he seems really passionate about the project but a couple chapters ago he was just saying how much he still loves Kitty.
 They may help to get through the peasants to accept change.
 I think he's just running away/avoiding the situation which is pretty cowardly in my opinion.
 I don't know if Levin will ever be happily married but I hope that his farming systems will at least prosper.


    


    
        DernhelmLaughed (+3)

        

\[...\] it was impossible to stop everything and begin it all again from the beginning, and the machine had to be mended while in motion.

Levin's forays into agriculture work well as metaphors for his interpersonal relationships. This quote about the peasant laborers not wanting to interrupt farming already in progress echoes Levin's feelings of "burning his ships" by letting lapses in his relationship with the Oblonskys persists without rectifying them.
Levin is also starting the distinguish "the beautiful but impracticable fantasies" of theory versus practical implementation. But will he apply them to his attitude towards Kitty?


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+5)

        I sympathize with the problems Tolstoy/Levin brings up. The government dismantled one system of serfdom but offered no proposal for how to move forward as a society.
It reminds me something in my lifetime —Apartheid in South Africa. 30 years later there are still severe unresolved impacts and the country struggles to solve it on their own.
I think Levin loves figuring out the farming system and some part of me thinks he would just be ignoring Kitty and working on this all the time if she had accepted his proposal. He only seems comfortable in his farm element.
I had a chuckle at the reactions to his plans. The clever carpenter is telling him to just rent the land in exchange for half the crops and he ignores it. He wants to control what they do and call them Partners. It’s no wonder they don’t trust him or want to hear him. Simple Ivan is just drawing his wages and figures he may be able to get some changes he wants under this new system but he sure doesn’t want to count on long term profit.
Levin really has burned some bridges. He has lacked maturity all along in social skills so no surprise there. But people seem to understand this about him, so maybe they just forgive him.
Maybe Levin will return with a foreign farm bride. This would indeed be fitting.


    


    
        coltee_cuckoldee (+4)

        I think it's his way of trying to move on with life. He had been somewhat successful in forgetting Kitty when he started farming with his workers but he became obsessive when he noticed her in the carriage. I think his new interest in revolutionizing the Russian farming system is a distraction but it will evolve into so much more. We've seen Levin reading a lot of books and I do get the feeling that Tolstoy resonates the most with Levin- due to these 2 reasons, I predict that Levin might write a book on the new farming system he creates. I don't think Levin would have taken this project up had Kitty accepted his proposal.
I didn't pay much attention to Ivan or Ryezunow as we meet new characters so often but I guess they might help Levin with communicating with his workers.
I think Levin should not have behaved so rudely with both Dolly and the Sviyazhskys. He doesn't have much of a social life and is rejecting the people who do want to be around him. He's just isolating himself and this might be bad for Kitty if they do get married as she might not have many friends either if Levin does not want to associate with people and vice versa.
I wonder if he will even go abroad. He seems to enjoy the Russian countryside and found it cumbersome to visit the cities in Russia. Will he be able to interact with people if he does not know their language/culture?


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+3)

        Good point on Levin not being well suited to world travel. He would be offended by everything.


    


    
        helenofyork (+2)

        Prince Andrei of "War and Peace" comes to mind:


Prince Andrei had been living in the country for two years without a break. All those undertakings which Pierre had initiated on his estates and had not brought to any result, constantly changing from one thing to another-all these undertakings, without talking about them to anyone and without any noticeable effort, had been carried out by Prince Andrei. (Part 3:1)

Tolstoy has a well-defined point-of-view when it comes to farming. And even in modern corporations just sticking to something and seeing it through is often the best course of action. It feels like Levin should stop tinkering! He is making too many changes, too fast. Why should the peasants trust him? Everyone is trying to live the best they know how in their circumstances. And I understood "simple-headed cowherd Ivan and the clever carpenter Fyodor Ryezunow" to be at the same level in Levin's opinion of them.
I actually think Dolly and Sviyazhsky could care less about Levin's behavior. He is the one with an over-defined sense of what is proper.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+2)

        I agree. They could care less - they know he is an odd duck.


    


    
        helenofyork (+2)

        Lol - odd duck is perfect!
He couldn’t be the kind of fun guest a person would miss.


    

Part 3 - Chapter 30

    Discussion from r/yearofannakarenina (2023)

 Are Levin's thoughts becoming a little grandiose, comparing himself to Benjamin Franklin and believing that his ideas will spread throughout the world?
 What do you think about Levin wanting to revolutionize the system not for the benefit of the farmers, but only for his own benefit?
 What do you think about the relationship between Levin and Agafea? Is she right that marriage is the solution?
 Someone arrives at the door. What are your predictions?
* Anything else you'd like to add?
Final line:


His work was not going well now, and he was glad of a visitor, whoever it might be.
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        Pythias (+3)

         The way he threw it out there I assumed that he knew a Franklin till I read the notes and learned that he really meant Benjamin Franklin. I think that he can make it work on his farm but for it to spread is a different matter all together.
 I thought it was greedy. But his mourning his failed marriage proposal so I think I can give him a pass.
 I think is a sweet relationship. Agafea seems like a sister Levin never had and I think she knows him well enough to say that marriage would make Levin happier.
 I'm playing catch up so I already know.
* I just really like the way that Levin admitted that he was doing all this for his own gain.
“Of one’s soul’s salvation we all know and must think before all
else,” she said with a sigh. “Parfen Denisitch now, for all he was no scholar, he died a death that God grant everyone of us the like,” she said, referring to a servant who had died recently. “Took the sacrament and all.”
“That’s not what I mean,” said he. “I mean that I’m acting for my
own advantage. It’s all the better for me if the peasants do their work better.”


    


    
        coltee_cuckoldee (+3)

        Yes, I do think he's daydreaming as there is no guarantee that he will be able to convince the villagers (let alone all of Russia) to adopt his system. He's setting himself up for failure. We've seen him daydream before when he convinced himself that he would marry Kitty and live happily ever after but he conveniently forgot to wonder if she would like to marry him. If this system fails, he'll be bitter and will have to look for a whole new activity to distract himself from this failure and Kitty. He's also mentioned that he just needs to go abroad and "find convincing proofs that what had been done there was not what was needed". He's already going in with a biased opinion- how is he going to argue with those who point out the benefits of the current system?
I do believe that he's doing this for his own gain. We've seen how he used to be so irritated with his workers when they didn't work up to his expectations. He's realized that his workers need an incentive to work better and believes that providing that incentive will improve their work and increase his profits as well.
It's nice that Levin has someone to confide his thoughts in. I don't agree with Agatha/Agafea but I see where she's coming from. She reminds me of desi parents who believe that the solution to their 25+ year old kid's problems is marriage!
I wonder if it will be a messenger carrying some news from the Scherbatskys. Or it might be Oblonsky who's managed to arrive to help Dolly after all (is Dolly still there)?
Favorite lines:
"I need only push on steadily toward my aim and I shall achieve it."
"a revolution bloodless but immense"


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+2)

        He's definitely daydreaming, and if he really does go abroad to promote his ideas I'll be interested to find out how he's received. Or maybe he's just planning a research trip.
Dolly and family went back to Moscow in August. They sent the sidesaddle back with a servant.


    


    
        coltee_cuckoldee (+2)

        Can't you just imagine Levin stopping his research midway and running back to Russia when he meets people he does not get along with? I wonder if he'll be able to even complete the trip as he intends to or if he'll get discouraged midway.


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+3)

        Levin is daydreaming, with his thoughts inconveniently interrupted by the memory of Kitty’s rejection. He doesn’t say but is probably thinking “she’ll be sorry when I’m famous.” He even imagines that Ben Franklin might have had a similar experience and felt worthless — which from what I’ve read about Franklin is highly unlikely.
Levin’s motivation for changing the system has always been to benefit himself by improving the performance of his estate, so this is no surprise. An outside observer might not understand that and assume he’s being generous, but I think the peasants (the smart ones anyway) understand.
Agafea is his confidante, apparently, and has known him pretty much all his life. She probably knows that he’s still carrying the hurt of Kitty’s rejection and that he won’t really be happy until he’s resolved it by marrying, whether to Kitty or someone else.
No prediction about his visitor, but it’s probably going to bring a new element to the story. Not just Sviazhsky wanting his borrowed books back.


    


    
        DernhelmLaughed (+2)

        I get the impression that Levin wants to succeed at something, preferably a grandiose something that will win him recognition and define him. This will also serve to eclipse his rejection by Kitty, and she will simply become a mere anecdote and fade into his backstory as "the Scherbatsky girl". When Levin recalls Kitty vividly, he becomes agitated and the illusion of his grand agricultural/labor reform endeavor is shattered briefly because he has remembered what he valued once and still values. Agafea can probably recognize this on some level, having been subjected to his unfiltered stream of consciousness.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+2)

        I took Levin’s grandiose thoughts as a little tongue in cheek. I don’t think his ego is that big.
I agree he wants to revolutionize things for selfish reasons. He wants his farm headaches to go away. It’s only by coincidence that his plan benefited (or gave the perception of benefiting) the peasants.
Glad to be hopefully moving on from farming. I can’t image we will follow him abroad. So I suspect he may not go or we will just skip over that trip to a future time period.


    


    
        DernhelmLaughed (+2)

        Yes, I think the benefits for the peasants are only there because Levin needs something to incentivize them, and to give his theories the imprimatur of "noble revolution for the great Russian people".


    

Part 3 - Chapter 31

    Discussion from r/yearofannakarenina (2023)

Congratulations on reaching the 400th page!
 Did you expect Levin's brother to be the visitor?
 What do you think about Nikolai leaving Marya?
 What do you make of Nikolai’s apparent optimism?
 Why did it take seeing his dying brother to make Levin think about his own mortality?
 How will this confrontation with mortality affect Levin and his plans? Will this be the impetus for him to finally pursue Kitty?
 Anything else you'd like to discuss?
Final line:


I’d even forgotten that it was at all.



8 Comments


    
        yearofbot (+1)
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        Pythias (+2)

         I didn't expect it and was sad to see how sickly he had become.
 That I'm not surprised about but after all that she did for him I still thought it was cold.
 I think he's coping with death being around the corner for him and it makes me a little sad for him.
 Sometimes that's exactly what it takes for people to change. People don't like to think about their own mortality and when they ignore it for so long it comes as a shock when it's facing you head on. That's why I tell people you gotta live. It's also why I don't take my job too seriously. Too many people in the U.S. (I'm American) put way to much emphasis on their jobs when most of the time their company couldn't care less about them. I also find it fascinating that only in the U.S. do people ask "what do you do for a living?" Maybe not only in the U.S. but from what I've learn it's not a common question outside the States.
* I'm hoping this will kick start Levin to pursing Kitty once again but I'm not holding my breath.


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+5)

        I knew Nikolai would show up again eventually but I didn't expect it to be when he was dying. I thought something would come of the plans for the locksmith association he was developing with the young activist in the earlier chapter, but I guess that was just character development.
I also thought he was more attached to Masha, but apparently not. I hope he didn't cut her loose without anything. He's clearly trying to convince himself (and everyone else) that his health has improved, and she was treating him like the invalid he is.
Levin's only in his early thirties. We don't usually think about dying at that age, so it's not surprising that it hadn't been in his thoughts. If he goes ahead with his plans to go abroad, he'll probably be even more concerned with making an impact with his ideas. And if he's still anxious to be married he's likely to pay more attention to that as well, whether it's Kitty or someone else.


    


    
        DernhelmLaughed (+3)

        Levin's ambitious agricultural plans do indeed allow him to stave off death: Levin can try to earn everlasting fame, allowing his name to live on in posterity. His work also keeps him busy and not sitting and contemplating his own mortality.
With his brother showing up, I wonder if Levin will try to apply the same approach to his illness i.e. trying to fix a huge problem (death itself). Or perhaps Levin will be freed from his "paralysis by analysis" and finally be OK with making mistakes because life is short.


    


    
        helenofyork (+5)

        Levin is correct to contemplate his own death. It will make him act instead of chase too many schemes and dream and waste his life. Levin is a doer who has to keep himself on the correct path.
Dying or now, staying with in the same room with Nikolai's hacking and coughing sounded horrible!


    


    
        Fontane15 (+3)

        It reminds me of the difference between experiencing death as a child vs. adult. As a child it’s sad that grandma isn’t here anymore but it’s a part of life and maybe your parents have been preparing you for it. When you are an adult and someone close to you dies, it really makes you think and reconsider things.


    


    
        coltee_cuckoldee (+3)

        No, I had forgotten about Nikolai. It's disheartening to see how sick he truly is.
I'm not surprised but I don't approve of this. She was living with him while being unmarried- I'm sure this tarnished her reputation. It just seems to me that he used her as a free nurse/maid (did she get any monetary benefit out of this arrangement? I don't think he was her employer) and then dumped her when he didn't need her services anymore. She went to that German facility with him when she could have easily stayed home and worked a few jobs here and there.
I think Nikolai knows that he's going to die soon and doesn't see the point in deluding himself. I'm sure he is dissatisfied with his life as well. I wonder if he's putting on an act in order to seem brave?
Levin lives in his own world. He keeps fantasizing about things and then gets irritated when they don't turn out the way he wants. I don't think death, ill health, etc have a place in his daydreams. He didn't even consider that Kitty might be interested in another suitor so why would he worry about death?
I think he might put his plans on revolutionizing Russia's farming system on hold and try to get a wife. He might try to pursue Kitty again and if she rejects him this time (which I don't think she will), he'll try for another woman (maybe even Natasya?).


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+2)

        OMG This is the longest 400 pages I have ever read!


    

Part 3 - Chapter 32

    Discussion from r/yearofannakarenina (2023)

 What do you make of the brothers inability to talk to one another about what they’re really thinking?
 What did you think about Nikolay's attack on Konstantin's ideas of farming practice improvements?
 Do you think we will see Nikolay again?
 Levin sees his work as the only way out of his depression. Do you think this means he has written off any chances with Kitty?
 We've finished Part 3. Thoughts on it as a whole?
 Anything else to you'd like to discuss?
Final line:


Darkness had fallen upon everything for him; but just because of this darkness he felt that the one guiding clue in the darkness was his work, and he clutched it and clung to it with all his strength.

See you all next week! We'll start reading Part 4, woo-hoo!
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        Pythias (+2)

         I think it shows that they have a complicated relationship. It's sad that in the face of death they can't be honest with each other but I understand because why would you want to hurt someone you care about who is on the verge of death?
 I feel like Nikolay only provoked Levin because he himself was irritated. It felt as though Nikolav was looking for a fight. He's miserable and I felt for him.
 I think next time we see Nikolay will be his death. I don't look forward to it.
 I think he has but I hope fate doesn't let him get away from Kitty.
* I really liked part 3. We got to know the characters more through their actions and their low points. I really love these characters and how real they all feel.


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+2)

        It’s not unusual to be afraid to talk about hard things, and Nikolai’s likely death is about as hard as it gets. Much safer to argue about farming methods and communism.
Yes, I think we’ll see him again. I really don’t think Tolstoy would have him die “off stage.”
Levin may think he’s given up on Kitty but we saw earlier how thoughts of her kept breaking through his farming theories. That won’t stop.
It’s interesting to read the thoughts about communism before the revolution, from our perspective of knowing what really happened and where things stand today.


    


    
        helenofyork (+3)

        This is my 1st time reading the book.
I do not think the brother's will see each other again in life. The conservation was thoroughly colored with the finality of death.


    


    
        coltee_cuckoldee (+3)

        I guess they knew that this would be their last meeting and neither wanted to ruin the moment by admitting this thought. It seems like they weren't close growing up as Levin always seems to be disappointed when he meets Nikolai.
It was mentioned Nikolai was able to detect Levin's fake-ness and he was growing annoyed. He just wanted to take his frustration out so he decided to attack Levin's ideas.
No, I don't think he will survive too long after this meeting.
No, now that he's met Kitty's cousin, I'm sure he'll be forcibly dragged to meet her and he'll become obsessed again.
Part 3 was super slow. We were mostly learning about Levin and his ideas. We've barely seen any advancements in Anna's storyline. I hope Part 4 has more of Anna, Vronsky and Karenin.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+3)

        I have mixed feelings on Part 3. I liked getting some great insights on the characters, especially Levin. I also enjoyed thinking about how Russia would come out of their serfdom and succeed. But it was a little tedious to me on plot and seemed to be a soapbox for Tolstoy’s views oddly wedged into this book. So looking forward to moving the plot forward.
I am excited to start part 4. Back to Anna’s dilemma I suppose.


    


    
        DernhelmLaughed (+4)

         Death and mortality have cast a pall on their interactions, and they are avoiding the topic of Nikolay's illness. Perhaps their interactions here reflect their default dynamic of irritability and meekness. 
 It seems like Nikolay is attacking Levin's sore spot - Levin's need for accomplishment. Also, Nikolay is trying to champion communism any way he can.
 His story is unresolved, so at minimum, we should get an update on his illness.
 I don't know if Levin thinks Kitty's rejections is a problem that he can "fix". So he's trying to reform Russian agriculture instead.
 Several of our characters had a major life decision or life event happen in the previous parts of the book. This part seemed to be telling the story of the post-event effect on their lives.



    


    
        Fontane15 (+3)

        I like how Tolstoy has managed to portray that siblings, despite age and illness, do revert to their original dynamic if left together long enough.
Nikolai’s communism seems very forceful to me. But Levin reminds me of a story I once heard in Russian history class. There was a Russian landowner who read something about lower class land ownership and imposed it with his own serfs. They revolted and burned his farm down. This kind of reminds me of Levin at the moment.


    

Part 4 - Chapter 1

    Discussion from r/yearofannakarenina (2023)

 What do you think about the Karenins' arrangement?
 Is it wishful thinking by Anna and Vronsky to believe that the situation will soon be resolved without either of them taking any action?
 What are your impressions of Russian pastimes? Are there any you know of that are missing from this chapter?
 Vronsky recognizes himself in the prince. Will the encounter with the prince change Vronsky in the long run?
* Anything else you'd like to discuss?
Final line:


He said good-bye to him at the station on their return from a bear hunt, at which they had had a display of Russian prowess kept up all night.
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        Pythias (+2)

         I think it's pretty sad. The description of being complete strangers to each other is so depressing.
 Very much so, ignoring their problems won't solve anything. If anything it'll just create more resentment.
 It sounds typical of any other society.
 I think so, I believe it's just a matter of time before Vronsky leaves Anna.


    


    
        helenofyork (+3)

        "He was equable and unservile with his superiors, free and simple with his equals, and contemptuously good-natured with his inferiors."
This is a description about the foreign prince and it caught my attention, especially "contemptuously good-natured with his inferiors" and how it annoys Vronsky because he recognizes it in himself. Vronsky seems to be developing a conscious. Also, I understood immediately what Tolstoy meant because I have experienced that treatment myself.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+4)

        It sounds like the Karenin’s arrangement is similar to other couples in their social circles.
I don’t think anything will change without action on either Anna or Vronskys part.  I am guessing Anna will crack at some point and force Vronsky to take some action. Or the baby will become the issue. I wonder if Alexey knows yet - I am assuming not.
I hope Vronksy can see that he needs to grow up now that he has a child coming. This made me feel better reading that he saw how immature and shallow he was being.


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+2)

        Oh, that's interesting. You're right, the Karenins' arrangement is on the surface exactly like others in their social circles. Which makes me wonder about the other husbands. Do they feel the same as Alexei Karenin? Or do they encourage the arrangement, and have other women on the side (thinking of Alexander Vronsky and his ballet girl)?
The Karenins' arrangement is different in that Anna really loves Vronsky, and Princess Betsy and others seem to have their side pieces as entertainment only. Also Vronsky himself has a higher place in society than Betsy's young man.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+2)

        Ah true. Her downfall seems to be that she is taking her lover seriously. She didn’t go into it thinking he was a side piece. So interesting. I can see where that would feel really different to a husband - his wife has someone she loves who is considered an eligible bachelor vs some side piece she just has sex with. Same for a wife - husband has a ballet girl feels much better than a woman of society whom he loves.


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+3)

        The Karenin's arrangement would be sustainable if Anna were not pregnant. It's winter, so she must be at least six months by now. Has Alexei noticed? Apparently not, since he's holding on to the hope that Anna's affair will cool and they can continue life as before.
Anna's attitude is less understandable. She's apparently hoping for some magical resolution to the problem. Is she hoping for a miscarriage? A pregnancy that never ends? Is she thinking perhaps her husband will be eliminated by a runaway carriage? Maybe she's hoping to have the child quietly and give it away, like Madame Stahl adopted Varenka.(Actually that last might be possible given the right connections.) I think Vronsky knows she isn't being realistic, but he can't do anything about it without her cooperation.
The Russian pastimes mentioned don't sound too unusual except possibly the bear hunt, but it's the bear part that's unusual, not the hunt. Fairly typical rich guy entertainment, with lots of drinking. Vronsky doesn't much like the prince and is glad to see him go. I notice that his dislike is at least in part because the prince treats him as he himself treats those he thinks are inferior to him. Will this make him more empathetic? Maybe. Tolstoy has changed Vronsky more than any other character in the book so far, from a playboy to a man in love. He might have more development in store.


    


    
        DernhelmLaughed (+5)

         If Anna told her husband that she was pregnant, this would motivate a change of this status quo. Alexey would realize that he is hoping in vain for this to all blow over, and will probably take Seryozha from Anna.
 Well, the pregnancy carried to term will introduce a change to the situation within a fairly defined timeframe.
 I don't think these are actually "Russian pastimes". These are rich aristocrat male pastimes, some catered to boorish tastes. Even Levin would eschew most of this for a nice crop rotation schedule. Anna and Dolly would not partake either, and the peasant laborers would have their own preferences.
 I wonder if Vronsky will actually change. He is on the cusp of rejecting his previous lifestyle, but hasn't quite renounced it for a different life with Anna. But this is all in limbo and Vronsky could quite easily relapse.


    


    
        coltee_cuckoldee (+3)

        I feel really bad for Karenin. I don't think this is a passing affair (at least Anna doesn't consider it to be) so he's going to end up being hurt. I'm shocked at how relaxed Anna seems to be- she genuinely believes that this arrangement will cease to her benefit.
Yes, it looks like Anna is expecting Vronsky to take some action even though she refused to go with him a while ago. I don't think Vronsky would be too concerned about this situation if Anna was not pregnant- he would have just dumped her like he did with Kitty. I'm sure he would be relieved if Karenin offered to raise his kid as his (Karenin's) own.
I'm not too familiar with Russian culture but I got the feeling that only the rich get to enjoy the past times that were mentioned (races, ballet, etc). I don't think anyone from the city (such as Levin) would have been able to participate in these activities.
I think Vronsky might be disgusted by himself and might want to break this affair off in order to have a new start. He might think about seriously "settling down" in order to distinguish himself from the Prince.


    


    
        Fontane15 (+2)

        Anna seems to be indulging in her selfish side right now. She’s blinded by her love for Vronsky and probably isn’t thinking about the consequences of divorce/living with her side piece in Russian society. She’s also not thinking of how her son will be affected by this. If I remember from my Russian class at college, legally the baby is Karenin’s and will be given the name Karenin/a instead of Vronsky/Vronskaya, even though Vronsky is the father.


    


    
        coltee_cuckoldee (+2)

        

legally the baby is Karenin’s and will be given the name Karenina instead of Vronskaya, even though Vronsky is her father.

Oh wow, so Vronsky is not even interested in being a father- he not stressed out about the fact that the kid is legally Karenin's.


    


    
        Fontane15 (+2)

        That does take some of the pressure off him, since it’ll be Karenin’s responsibility to find tutors, governesses, schools, fund careers/cotillion balls, etc.


    


    
        coltee_cuckoldee (+2)

        Wow, both Anna and Vronsky have zero shame. I just feel bad for Karenin and Serezha.


    

Part 4 - Chapter 2

    Discussion from r/yearofannakarenina (2023)

 Do you think Vronsky's dream holds any significance?
 Why did Anna urgently call Vronsky to the house?
 ‘No, if things carry on like this, it will happen much, much sooner!’ -- what is Anna talking about?
 Is Anna seeing Vronsky as less than perfect now?
* Anything else you'd like to discuss?
Final line:


She was, every time she saw him, making the picture of him in her imagination (incomparably superior, impossible in reality) fit with him as he really was.
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        Pythias (+2)

         I don't know what to make of Vronsky's dream. But the affair does seem to be taking a toil on him.
 It may be important considering that Karenin doesn't what Vronsky in his house.
 I agree with u/sunnydaze7777777 and think they got it right.
 I think they both have left the honey moon stage of their relationship.


    


    
        DernhelmLaughed (+6)

        I really liked this line:


Unconsciously yielding to the weakness of Anna—who had surrendered herself up to him utterly, and simply looked to him to decide her fate, ready to submit to anything—he had long ceased to think that their tie might end as he had thought then.

It's so couched in nuance. Vronsky had just come face to face with Anna's husband and exchanged a supremely awkward show of civility. Vronsky had been champing at the bit to fight Alexey, to do something, anything to get past this unresolved problem. But he now shifts into this absence of adversarial possibilities because Anna and him are now one, and there is no adversary willing to fight Vronsky, and no way to end his relationship with Anna.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+2)

        That’s beautiful. And hauntingly sad.


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+3)

        I think Vronsky's dream reveals that he's upset about his circumstances and doesn't know how to resolve the situation. It's so unclear to him that the disturbing peasant speaks strange French words that Vronsky doesn't understand.
Why did Anna call him urgently? She said she was ill, so maybe she thinks she'll be giving birth soon, and prematurely. That would be why she thinks the end will come much too soon.
Anna trying to fit Vronsky into her imagined image of him reminds me of when she greeted her son when she returned from Moscow. It must be her habit to idealize people she loves, but it's really better to love them in spite of their being less than perfect.
So Vronsky is a colonel now. Does he have a command, or is he just doing special projects for his friend the general? I wonder how much the promotion has eased his financial situation, and if it has, does it make him better able to care for Anna if she leaves Karenin?


    


    
        Fontane15 (+2)

        Anna could also be insecure. She’s in an uncomfortable position. She’s stuck with a man she doesn’t love and has another man’s child growing in her. Meanwhile, Vronsky is free to leave and find another woman, get married, go off to war, he could essentially abandon her and have his mother’s, society’s, and his friends blessing for it. Anna’s the only one stuck
She seems awfully pessimistic too. I wonder if something happened in her previous labor to make her believe she’s going to go early or possibly even die in childbirth.


    


    
        coltee_cuckoldee (+2)

        I think Vronsky is just very stressed out at the moment. He's having a kid with a married woman and does not seem to be into her- he just wants to advance his career at the moment. I don't think the dream meant anything- it's just that he's super paranoid and is freaked out by anything unfamiliar.
I think Anna just wanted to meet him and could not control herself at all.
She might be referring to how calm Karenin was after he bumped into Vronsky. She probably expected him to blow up and send her away so she could be free to live with Vronsky.
She's not thinking at all. She wants to be with Vronsky but seems to understand that he does not truly love her/care for her. I think she just wants to put an end to her unhappy marriage currently. She's not thinking about her pregnancy, her son (she'll most likely lose custody and Karenin doesn't seem to be an interested parent) or her social/financial situation (will Vronsky even support her? He seems to be fine as long as the burden is on Karenin).


    


    
        DernhelmLaughed (+2)

        I agree, sometimes you can distinguish how Anna shifts between "leaving her husband" and "joining Vronsky". They seem like the same thing, but not always. I wonder if a third option is on the horizon.


    


    
        themistocleswasright (+3)

        Thus begins the long slow decline of Anna and Vronsky's relationship. I always find these scenes very difficult to read. It's striking how little truly happy time they have together.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+4)

        I am not sure on the dream - he clearly felt afraid. So maybe it was of someone older in his life giving him advice?
Anna seemed to miss Vronsky and wants her love to come to her. But part of me thinks she may have been calling him over in hopes that Alexey would find them at home in a compromising position and take some action.
I think Anna meant that she wanted to get caught.
What the heck with Alexey just walking past Vronsky. He should deck the guy or something. So bizarre. It would have been humiliating I would assume.  It makes me feel like nothing will cause him to take action short of a possible public humiliation.


    


    
        Fontane15 (+3)

        Anna might want Karenin to be the one to take action because then she has an excuse for her behavior. She can say then that her husband is so cruel he’s deliberately keeping her from her son, he’s the one who forced her to abandon him, etc. Whereas if she takes action it looks more like a mother abandoning her existing child in favor over her lover.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+2)

        I think you are dead on. This sounds exactly like what Anna would need to do here. Thanks - I didn’t think of it so strategically for her.


    


    
        helenofyork (+2)

        Alexei is too weak to physically take on Vronsky and that makes me even more embarrassed for him! Also, even if he could fight him anything more than the nod would have caught the attention of the servants. I think Alexei would prefer a beating from being an object of gossip among the servants.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+2)

        Oh man I didn’t even think about how Vronksy would kick his butt. Well maybe a dual is in order than. Alexey needs a weapon to win.


    


    
        Fontane15 (+2)

        Ooo, but what happens if Vronsky kills Karenin at that point?


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+2)

        Right? Level-headed Karenin is right I suppose not to provoke violence or a dual. No one would win and least of all Karenin. The only way he can save face is to force Anna to stay and lay low with her affair.


    


    
        helenofyork (+2)

        Not even then. Alexei cannot fight him and that’s what me feel even worse for him.


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+3)

        "Hopes" that Alexey would find them.... I think she more than hoped, she planned it. She told Vronsky that Alexey would go to the council at seven and be there until ten. She must have known his schedule wasn't that fixed, and in fact he either didn't go at seven or returned well before nine and was going out again.


    


    
        coltee_cuckoldee (+3)

        

But part of me thinks she may have been calling him over in hopes that Alexey would find them at home in a compromising position and take some action.

This makes sense. However, I fail to understand her reasoning. How would she explain the pregnancy if Karenin left her? She would be completely ruined.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+3)

        I wonder if her idealistic thoughts involve Vronsky marrying her and they raise the child happily ever after. She just wants Alexey to release her from the marriage.


    

Part 4 - Chapter 3

    Discussion from r/yearofannakarenina (2023)

 Anna's natural weight gain and her jealousy about another woman are not pleasing to Vronsky. How tempted do you think he would be to just walk away?
 ‘Why do we all have to be so miserable, when everything could be so good?’ -- what does Vronsky mean by this?
 What do you think of Anna’s dream?
 The quickening was the first sign of joy about the baby we've seen. Will this change anything for either Anna or Vronsky?
* Anything else you'd like to discuss?
Final line:


She was feeling the stirring of new life inside her.
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        Pythias (+2)

         Pretty tempted. It's easy to fall in love when it's new and exciting. But it's hard to stay in love when things are against you (like an affair) and to top it off jealousy.
 Vronsky doesn't understand why Anna and Karenin just can't get divorced when it would make all their lives easier.
 I totally think it's an omen.
 Hopefully it make Vronsky realize not to take light of these things. Before Anna and Vronsky could "hide" their affair. But the baby is going to be evidence and I hope it's a good thing. We'll see.


    


    
        Fontane15 (+2)

        Anna’s feelings could be magnified by the pregnancy and her feelings of instability with Vronsky. However it could also be a sign of things to come, because she won’t be pregnant forever but there is instability and further jealousy in the future if she stays with him without a divorce. I think Vronsky is very tempted to walk away, all of his friends are advising him to walk away, but he can’t because he believes in “romantic love” that overcomes all bounds.
Anna’s being pessimistic and jealous and Vronsky’s asking her why she’s focusing on the bad when she could just be happy that he’s there now and she felt the baby. I think the quickening will make the fact that he’s having a baby more real to Vronsky-he strikes me as a person to stay just because of the baby when normally he’d walk away.


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+3)

        I'm feeling increasingly sympathetic toward Vronsky. He got himself into this mess, and now he seems to be trapped. Tolstoy depicts him as slowly maturing, so that I no longer see him as the cad who toyed with Kitty. Anna, on the other hand, seems mentally ill, falling into fits of jealousy and insisting that he must have enjoyed entertaining the foreign prince, because "don't you all care for these animal pleasures?" If she weren't pregnant he really might find it tempting to walk away -- not now maybe, but soon. Yet he still seems to love her.
Anna and Vronsky describe the same dream, with a creepy peasant uttering strange words in French. Very ominous, possibly foreshadowing tragic events.


    


    
        DernhelmLaughed (+3)

         "He looked at her as a man looks at a faded flower he has gathered, with difficulty recognizing in it the beauty for which he picked and ruined it." That description does sound like he would discard her now that he has used her up. Anna is objectified here, as an object that has lost its value to Vronsky. The only things keeping him from walking away are inertia and the effort it would take to disentangle himself from her.
 Vronsky hates the lack of resolution in this situation. He wants to fight her husband, or for Anna to make some decisive break from either him or her husband, not to wait around in limbo.
 There's another peasant in a dream. Is this a symbol of class warfare? A fear of losing power and safety?
 It feels like this baby marks the closing of some doors for Anna and Vronsky. They can't part without damage now. And Anna and Vronsky seem to not share the same happiness for this pregnancy.


    


    
        coltee_cuckoldee (+3)

        I think he is very tempted to walk away but he cannot do so because he is a coward. He's just letting life take course- he's refusing to take any action to somewhat secure his future with Anna. I do think he will attempt to dump her but I cannot see this ending well for Anna. Maybe she'll leave everything to become his mistress but he'll cheat on her and she'll have no choice but to stay with him.
I think he's referring to how laid back Karenin currently is. He has been wronged but he hasn't divorced or harmed Anna nor has he made plans to defend his honor via a duel. Either of these actions would put an end to the affair or to the marriage. Anna and Vronsky are able to continue the affair with nearly no consequences- it's only Karenin that should be expected to suffer yet the guilt and other insecurities are eating the two up. They could be content in continuing the affair but are still bothered.
I'm surprised that Anna and Vronsky had nearly identical dreams. I do think she is going to die but maybe after giving birth to this child. Maybe she'll get pregnant via Vronsky again and die when she's either pregnant or in labor.
I think this pregnancy will become more real to Anna. She understands that her life is going to change entirely and she might ask Vronsky to make more sacrifices which he'll resent her for.
Favorite line: "He looked at her as a man might look at a faded flower he had plucked, in which it was difficult for him to trace the beauty that had made him pick and so destroy it." -> This is so cold but it describes Vronsky aptly.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+3)

        Vronsky is an major A-hole for thinking that about her weight gain and her “condition”. Some of his other statements made some sense to me. Her jealousy is disarming and overwhelming. Their initial puppy love is gone now.
It’s a tough situation and breaks my heart because they really haven’t had time to be innocent lovers for long. Anna has every right to want to be in a wife-like relationship with him now that she is pregnant and to be jealous of his bachelor antics. But the cards were already on the table in the beginning and there was never going to be a graceful way for them to be together in that way. He wanted her to be a lover and not a wife. Tragic love story.  If not for the baby he would leave.
I am wondering if Vronsky thinks things could be good with he and Anna just being lovers and her remaining married. He is thinking that they don’t need to act so miserable about it all.
The dream seems almost comforting to Anna - it’s a way out of her life. She is so miserable in her situation being held hostage by Karenin and believing that Vronskh doesn’t want to be the husband she needs.


”Yes, it’s better so,” she said, tightly gripping his hand. “That’s the only way, the only way left us.” … “What, what’s the truth?” “That I shall die.”

I am afraid for Anna now because we can see how depressed she truly is, wanting to die. Oh my….I hope the joy of the Baby can lift her spirits because Vronsky certainly won’t be doing it.


    


    
        DernhelmLaughed (+3)

        

The dream seems almost comforting to Anna - it’s a way out of her life. 

I hadn't considered that interpretation, but dying in childbirth is certainly a way out. It's telling that Vronsky is agonizing over his forced inaction because he normally has the choice to act. Anna doesn't have a lot of palatable options. Her dream may indeed reflect her subconscious offering up an escape from both of these men to whom she is shackled. And now she is anticipating childbirth as a way to escape the situation. That last line of the chapter hits differently now.


    


    
        helenofyork (+2)

        I thought Anna's interpretation of the dream was wishful thinking! It would be "an easy way out" for her. Poor infant child to be born to Anna and Vronsky!
I saw the dream as poverty looming on the horizon. Becoming poor and losing their standing in society would seem the worst punishment ever for them both. If you only ever know the top of society and economic ease how can you live without it? Vronsky is young and strong and can get work. Anna couldn't even take in laundry.


    


    
        Fontane15 (+4)

        I agree: that’s really all Anna seems to do though. An idea gets into her head and she blows it up better than it really is: while with Dolly she imagined her son better than he was, she’s thinking Karenin as crueler than he is, Vronsky more romantic, death as a welcome end to her problems. Death would end things for Anna-but she’d be leaving a mess for Vronsky, Karenin, her son, and her new child to handle.


    


    
        DernhelmLaughed (+2)

        You're right! A woman whose status depends on society's acceptance of her, and her husband's support of her, would be anxious about her possible loss of status all the dang time. I think you've figured out the link to the dream peasant!


    

Part 4 - Chapter 4

    Discussion from r/yearofannakarenina (2023)

 What did you think about the dramatic change in Alexey?
 Alexey does not deny Anna’s accusation that he only wants to take Seryozha in order to punish her -- what do you make of that?
 What did you think of Alexey’s reaction to the revelation that Anna is pregnant? What impact do you expect this will have on him and his decision?
 What do you make of Anna expecting death?
* Anything else you'd like to discuss?
Final line:


Alexey Alexandrovich flushed, snatched his hand from her, and left the room without a word.
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        Pythias (+2)

         I feel bad for Alexey but then he'll do things like this and it makes it hard to feel bad for him. Now he wants to do something instead pretending that nothing was wrong even though Anna admitted to an affair. I just don't understand him.
 I thought it was a pretty lousy move on his part. How cold hearted to use your own child as a pawn in the scheme of things. What a mess.
 I mean he lost it but I feel like he's just going to ignore it like he has everything else when it comes to Anna's affair.
 I think the stress is building up in her and causing her to believe that she'll die while giving birth. I'm inclined to believe it.


    


    
        coltee_cuckoldee (+3)

        I'm not surprised. It must be super humiliating to know that your wife (who is having an affair and isn't even remorseful about it) is calling her lover to your house. I wonder how this will end for Karenin. Will he find another woman? Will his relationship with Serezha heal?
I don't think he's ever been close to Serezha. The few times that they've interacted, he was so formal that it was hard to believe that this was a father-son relationship. Karenin has only been interested in work- I doubt he had much interest in family life as his relationship with Anna/Serezha just existed for social brownie points.
This could go either way. He might be super upset and angry and devote his time/energy in ensuring that he gets Serezha's custody. He might also become super cautious as it would be embarrassing if everyone found out that Anna is pregnant with her lover's child.
I don't think Anna will die soon (we're not even halfway through) but she might end up dead at the end of the book. There is no way she's going to get her happy ending with Vronsky.
Favorite line: "misfortunes never come singly"


    


    
        Fontane15 (+2)

        Anna’s not listening and she’s refused to listen in the past. So even if it’s true that Karenin just wants to punish her, it’s not worth arguing with her. He’s probably exhausted.
We’ve talked a lot about the effect of the affair on Anna once it becomes public. But it’s probably going to also have negative affects on Karenin. He’s going to be mocked and seen as a pathetic figure, his job might even be affected by this revelation.


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+3)

        Alexey thought he'd achieved a solution acceptable to both of them, only stipulating that she only see Vronsky away from the house. He's so angry to discover that she couldn't do even that. And then she has the nerve to accuse him of insulting her. He's so mad he can't talk straight.
He doesn't deny that taking Seryozha from Anna is a punishment; it may be the only thing that would really hurt her. But he may really think Seryozha would be better off with his sister than with Anna and Vronsky.
Anna is given to morbid thoughts of late, and she had that creepy dream. She probably can't imagine what her life will be like in the future; she predicts her death as the least complicated way to escape her dilemma.


    


    
        DernhelmLaughed (+2)

        I think he finally was forced to confront the fact that his wife was having an affair, and she was being too indiscreet about it. Alexey hadn't known about the pregnancy till now, and perhaps he had been hoping that the affair would run its course, and he might reconcile with his wife. Alexey seems to fear the breach of secrecy more than the infidelity. If the affair was publicly known, then Alexey's social standing would be in peril, and he would probably want to make an equally public gesture to save his reputation. Divorce, probably.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+4)

        It makes sense to me that Alexey felt the need to follow thru on his threat. He is that kind of guy- very rigid with the rules. And what other choice did he have after being humiliated in his own home. He was stronger than I thought.
Poor Seryozha- neither parent cares for him. He is just a pawn. Hopefully his Aunt will be a better caretaker.
I missed that she revealed being pregnant to him until I saw this question. 
Hmmm… still not seeing it - can someone point me in the right direction??
I still believe Anna sees death as her way out of this situation.


    


    
        rubix_cubin (+1)

        Literally the only reason I know this was revealed is because I'm reading through yalls conversation here. Thanks for this!! (One year later...) Such a massive revelation and I didn't even realize what I was reading! Cheers!


    


    
        Pythias (+2)

        

I missed that she revealed being pregnant to him until I saw this question. Hmmm… still not seeing it - can someone point me in the right direction??

I was confused about this too. Thanks for asking cause I didn't see it.


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+3)

        She says "I shall soon be confined." It's an old-fashioned way of referring to a woman keeping to her rooms around the time of giving birth and for a few weeks thereafter. Back in part 2 when Dolly visits Kitty “she was only just up after her confinement."


    


    
        Cautiou (+4)

        It's funny that in Russian it's plain "I will give birth soon".


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+3)

        Thank you, that’s interesting. A translation in modern English would probably say “give birth,” too.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+3)

        Ah. Thank you so much


    


    
        helenofyork (+4)

        Seryozha is not really loved by either of his parents. They love themselves first. We see it in the actions and priorities. He and his sibling are going to both experience great neglect despite their lavish surroundings. They are examples of how birth can be filled with fortune and misery at the same time.
Alexey taking Anna's letters from their spot, in front of her, showed more strength than I would have expected of him!


    

Part 4 - Chapter 5

    Discussion from r/yearofannakarenina (2023)

 What will Alexey do? Will he try to get eyewitnesses? If that fails: will he stay in the marriage, or will he still want get a divorce and therefore falsely confess to be an adulterer?
 What is your impression about the lawyer?
 How big are the chances that the lawyer will win?
 Anything else you'd like to discuss?
Final line:


He felt so mirthful that, contrary to his rules, he made a reduction in his terms to the haggling lady, and gave up catching moths, finally deciding that next winter he must have the furniture covered with velvet, like Sigonin’s.

See you all next week!
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        Pythias (+2)

         I don't know. I'm actually surprise that he went through all this and only did so because Anna is pregnant.
 He seems money hungry, but I'm not surprised by it and I don't like him.
* I mean the case is there and made it's just a matter of collecting evidence.


    


    
        coltee_cuckoldee (+3)

        I think he might stay in the marriage. He didn't seem too comfortable around the divorce lawyer and it became obvious that the latter might charge him a high fee in order to recover his furniture with velvet. Other than Lydia, is there anyone who would be willing to act as an eyewitness for Alexei? He seems to have few friends so maybe his servants can help him out here.
He seems a bit inconsiderate and money-minded as he was so excited/happy, he was finding it hard to sympathize with Karenin.
This lawyer does seem competent so if Karenin does decide to go through with the divorce, I'm sure there is a high chance that he will win his case.


    


    
        DernhelmLaughed (+4)

         At this point, we can see that Alexey values his reputation enough to stay in a broken marriage. Now that he knows that Anna is pregnant, and has seen Vronsky come to his house, Alexey knows that his wife's infidelity will no longer be a secret much longer. He will probably choose the path that results in least damage to his reputation, and that is divorce with no fault attached to himself.
 Why do you have so many moths, my dude? His mirth just fed Alexey's paranoia that everyone knew about his wife's affair, so that was an effective strategy to get this client to go forward with his divorce. The lawyer is ready to serve up whatever Alexey wants. I liked this line:


he paused, as a man selling pistols, after enlarging on the advantages of each weapon, might await his customer’s choice.

* I predict that the lawyer is going to plant an eyewitness and win the case. A friend of Vronsky and Anna might be recruited, or a servant in their households. Maybe even Seryozha will be the eyewitness.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+3)

        Yep this lawyer will definitely plant a witness to win.


    


    
        helenofyork (+2)

        Probably no need! Vronsky and Anna have not been discreet with their affair. Who in all of Russia does not know about it?
It's sad that Alexei thinks that staying in a broken marriage where he is a cuckold somehow protects his reputation. I think that he wants to stay in the marriage because, deep-down, he loves Anna very much. That's how I read Alexei: a man who wants to keep his wife and go back to living like they did before Anna went to (ironically) save her brother's marriage.


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+5)

        So that's why Karenin wanted the letters. He was hoping that would be enough proof. The lawyer seems doubtful about that; is he right that a win is not assured, or is he just trying to generate more work and therefore larger fees for himself?
The lawyer is definitely indulging in some schadenfreude to see someone of Karenin's stature caught in such an awkward position.


    


    
        DernhelmLaughed (+4)

        Yes, I agree that he seemed to know who Alexey was. I wonder how much of the schadenfreude was real, or simply Alexey's paranoia.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+2)

        Alexey wants to keep things hidden as much as possible and no risk of being in the public eye so he may be afraid to seek the divorce. I don’t see any way he would confess. It wouldn’t be hard to get an eyewitness but the lawyer made that approach seem like a risk and  Alexey doesn’t like risks.
I am thinking the lawyer is amused that someone so high up would find himself in such a predicament and need to rely on him.
I suspect the lawyer has done this many times and knows exactly how to “work the system”. If Alexey leaves it up to him and stays out of it, then as the lawyer says, he will succeed. But Alexey seems a rule follower so who knows of this type of lawyer will be good for him.


    


    
        DernhelmLaughed (+2)

        You make a good point about Alexey and his preference for order and rules. And what if Anna decided to use that against him? How messy will this divorce get, I wonder?


    

Part 4 - Chapter 6

    Discussion from r/yearofannakarenina (2023)

 Alexey's political rival has outmanoeuvred him. Could he equally be outsmarted by Anna and Vronsky, despite his clever lawyer?
 What do you think about the interactions we have seen between Dolly and Stiva? Do you think life has improved for Dolly?
  If Stiva and Dolly hear about Anna's affair, the pregnancy and Alexey's intention to divorce: what would be their reaction and opinion? On whose side would they be?
 Do you think Alexey would judge Stiva's philandering the same way as Anna's?
* Anything else you'd like to discuss?
Final line:


"Never mind; you tell them I’ll pay the bill!" and he vanished, nodding genially to an acquaintance who drove by.
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        Pythias (+2)

         Oh how much I hope so, I would really love that.
 I doubt things have improved for Dolly. I think it's more of just acceptance and her putting more time with her kids than anything.
 I think Stiva would take his sister's side because she's family. While Dolly may take Karenin's side because she relates. Though I don't think Dolly would vocalize her support for Karenin.
 I don't think so simply for the fact that I don't believe Stiva loves/loved any of his mistresses.


    


    
        DernhelmLaughed (+2)

         I wonder if the political maneuvering here is meant to serve as a juxtaposition to Alexey's maneuvering against Anna and Vronsky. Alexey learns from being tricked at the commission in this chapter, and I predict he will adapt the tactics used against him.
 Stiva seems careless and obtuse as ever. Dolly is evidently taking care of the children and household affairs. But they seem to have reconciled and resumed their normal life, and are even inviting people to their home to dine.
 On the one hand, they have stayed together despite Stiva's infidelity, so they might advocate for Alexey and Anna to remain together. On the other hand, Dolly, the spouse who was cheated on, might be inspired to leave her husband if the Karenins divorce. But really, Stiva and Dolly ought not chime in because they are not even close to having a model marriage. Why should they get to voice an opinion?
 The Russians have yet to burn the patriarchy, so, no. Besides, Anna's infidelity affects Alexey personally. Stiva has tacit permission to cheat because his wife forgave him the last time. Also,have I mentioned the patriarchy?


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+3)

        Stremov is a pretty clever guy, and that was some exceptional political trickery. I don't think Anna and Vronsky are trying to outsmart him about anything. Actually they all want the same thing, a divorce, but they can't just do it by mutual agreement. If the law of the time allowed for "irreconcilable differences," they'd just be having a custody battle.
Dolly's life hasn't changed except that perhaps she's reconciled herself to her situation. I think it's interesting that she still refers to her "darling Anna." It hasn't occurred to her that Anna may have manipulated her into staying with Stiva, making her think he was sorry for his actions. Or maybe she thinks she would have been worse off if she'd left him.
Stiva would surely be on Anna's side, though I'm sure he thinks she was way too careless. Neither he nor Dolly really like Karenin much, thinking he's rather odd.
Karenin seems to have quite a lofty moral code and wouldn't approve of Stiva's behavior. He also knows it's a common lifestyle for some men. He wouldn't equate him with Anna because Stiva's behavior doesn't affect him and (as far as we know) Anna is the only one who has a child coming.


    


    
        Fontane15 (+5)

        If I was Dolly, I’d be so mad at Anna for telling me to stay in my marriage and forgive my cheating husband, but then turning and wrecking her own marriage by cheating.
I wonder about Anna and Stiva’s background. What made both of them turn out like this? Why did Anna chose Karenin if she can’t stand him? Why did Stiva chose Dolly?


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+3)

        The Oblonskys probably don’t have money. Karenin does, and so does Dolly’s family. So Anna was married off to Karenin, and Dolly would have been a catch for Stiva. But why did Dolly choose him? There have been hints that they really were in love at first, and Stiva is very charming. So charming that he can’t just limit himself to one woman.


    


    
        coltee_cuckoldee (+3)

        I think the courts will eventually side with Alexei. It was mentioned that "contempt fell on him (Karenin) as a result of his wife's infidelity". If a lot of people are aware of this, would hard evidence be required in the court? He already has the love letters and now that people seem to be aware, he might be able to get a few witnesses in his favor. I know that people seem to be uncomfortable around him due to his strict nature, but I don't think this will work out for Anna in the end (reasons: she's having an affair, is pregnant with her lover's kid, general misogyny).
I think Dolly has realized that her husband is not going to change- he will continue to have affairs and there is nothing she can do about it. I think she's realized that she'd rather be with him than without as it benefits her more (social position, financial conditions -> could daughters inherit property in 19th century Russia?). It's sad but she seems to be content with the few crumbs he throws her way.
I'm unsure about this. We know that Stiva is a cheater but I think he will be offended/disgusted when he finds out that his sister is just like him! I think he will excuse his own behavior by using any of the following reasons: he's a man, it's in his nature, he is not about to give birth to his lover's child, he only has flings and not emotional affairs, etc. I have a feeling he might be on Karenin's side. I think Dolly will be more understanding towards Anna but she'll also understand the pain Karenin is going through. Dolly might also feel that Anna was hypocritical when she (Anna) encouraged Dolly to forgive Oblonsky and get back with him. She would probably wonder why she was asked to forgive a cheater when she could have seeked love/pleasure else where.
Yes. Alexei is disgusted by Anna's affair because it goes against his religious principles and because her action has the potential to tarnish his reputation. Oblonsky's affair would go against the same principles Alexei believes in so I do think he will be disgusted by the brother-sister duo. He might find a confidant in Dolly.
Random thoughts:
\- I think it's interesting the way Anna and Stiva are philandering around but it looks like only Anna will have to face the consequences for her actions.
\- It's funny how Oblonsky is still broke even after selling Dolly's property at a MUCH lower price. This man is so incompetent and useless.
\- I hope Dolly and Karenin leave their spouses and find someone better.


    


    
        DernhelmLaughed (+2)

        

If a lot of people are aware of this, would hard evidence be required in the court?

That is an excellent point. But perhaps the commission's reaction to the gossip of  Alexey's failed marriage was akin to mob mentality? Divorce would require hard evidence, not gossip. Or would it not?


    


    
        coltee_cuckoldee (+3)

        True. The lawyer rejected the love letters and is asking for witnesses. The only ones who may be willing to provide evidence against Anna.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+3)

        I so agree with your random thoughts especially the double standard on consequences.
It’s interesting because Dolly chose to stay with Stiva and now Dolly suffers the consequences. Dolly wouldn’t have had much of a chance at independent life and would lose her public standing without him. So she had to stay.
If Alexey stays with Anna and ignores the affair, Alexey suffers the consequences of public humiliation which may eventually affect his career.
But the difference between Alexey and Dolly is that Alexey can leave Anna and still retain his professional career and public standing (assuming nothing messy happens in the divorce).  Whereas Dolly is stuck and cannot leave.
I was thinking about all the husbands earlier in the book who put up with their wives affairs and don’t request divorce (they probably have a lover too). It seems socially acceptable to have discrete lovers. Obviously Anna overstepped by falling in love. And Stiva overstepped by having a revolving door of women.
Dolly and Alexey are taking their marriages more seriously than the rest of society. And these two are stuck with the brother sister home-wreckers. I agree - let’s hope they leave their spouses and find someone better.


    


    
        coltee_cuckoldee (+3)

        I do agree that Dolly and Alexei are taking their marriages more seriously than the rest of the upper class. I don't think the middle and lower classes would be so accepting of extra marital affairs.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+3)

        I guess I never thought or Anna and Vronsky trying to outmaneuver him. They want a divorce so the only thing they could contest is keeping her son. But I somehow don’t think Vronsky capable of trying to win that. I do think that Anna may threaten to go public to avoid losing her son.
I am guessing Dolly is dealing with the same Stiva behavior   She may be at peace just accepting it now.
It will be interesting to see how Stiva and Dolly react. Though I can’t imagine Alexey bringing it up to them.
I think Alexey would judge Stiva the same way as Anna. He seems to have a very strict moral code.


    


    
        coltee_cuckoldee (+5)

        

But I somehow don’t think Vronsky capable of trying to win that.

I don't think Vronsky would even bother. If this court battle has the potential to tarnish his reputation and hurt his career, I think Vronsky might try to settle this matter privately.


    

Part 4 - Chapter 7

    Discussion from r/yearofannakarenina (2023)

 What do you make of Levin’s thoughts of the insignificance of everything?
 What do you think of Stiva’s logic that Levin’s arguments lend support to his hedonistic life choices?
 This chapter highlights the extreme differences between Stepan Arkadyevitch, the optimist, and Levin, the pessimist. Where does Karenin fit between these two?
 How do you think the dinner party will go?
* Anything else you'd like to discuss?
Final line:


The terrifying new head turned out to be a thoroughly affable man, and Stepan Arkadyich lunched with him and he stayed so long that it was well after three by the time he got to Alexey Alexandrovich.
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        Pythias (+5)

         I actually agree to a certain extent. But it doesn't make me depress or a Debbie Downer like Levin. I'm sorry to admit this, but Levin has become insufferable to me. He's such a downer. I just want him to get married for the sole purpose of maybe being happy. 
 
 I think that Stiva may have a point and that Levin should find pleasures in life other than work. If he had something to live for he wouldn't be so miserable.
 Stepan the optimist, Levin the pessimist, and Karenin the realist.
 I foresee drama, and look forward to it.


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+5)

        I'm losing interest in Levin's thoughts, which would probably disappoint Tolstoy since Levin's thoughts are apparently a reflection of his. I'm hoping this "nothing matters since we all die anyway" phase doesn't last long. And Stiva's logic is unsurprisingly self serving. He sees only what makes him happy and is blind to how it affects others.
Karenin would think of himself as a realist, dealing as best he can with the world as it is.
The dinner party sounds interesting and I suspect it will be significant to the story. In what way, I don't know, but we wouldn't have Kitty and Levin in the same room without something happening.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+6)

        Levin is very nihilistic and I guess that’s his choice. He is certainly upfront about it and seems to deal with it in an existential way. He just decides to do more of what he enjoys until he dies.
The way Levin talks about his views, I see how Stiva can see this is supporting his lifestyle. But I don’t think Levin means that someone should go about enjoying life at the cost of hurting others which is what he is doing.
Karenin seems like less of a wet blanket than Levin but he just doesn’t exude positivity to me. I think he is so lacking in emotion that he probably doesn’t sway one way or the other.
Sounds like the dinner party will be quite the show. A philosopher, a politician and an eccentric walk into a dinner party - sounds like the lead in for a joke. And Levin seeing Kitty again. And Stiva knowing about Karenins marriage situation. Oh my!


    


    
        Pythias (+2)

        

Levin is very nihilistic 

He is and it's wearing on me.


    


    
        helenofyork (+5)

        

A philosopher, a politician and an eccentric walk into a dinner party - sounds like the lead in for a joke

You win! Awesome comment!


    


    
        coltee_cuckoldee (+3)

        I'm not too concerned about his current ideology. He's always full of ideas and gets obsessed with his latest ones.
Both of their lives are extremely different. Levin is totally disciplined and worries about his work and seems to take marriage seriously. Stiva, on the other hand, has no care in the world as long as he's able to enjoy his pursuits.
I think Karenin is more similar to Levin as he's completely disciplined and focused with regards to his work. Their ideologies might differ as Levin seems to have no trust in politics ( including initiatives like public education) whereas Karenin is a government official.
I think Levin will become obsessed with Kitty again and there might be a slight scuffle as Oblonsky has invited people with differing opinions.
Oblonsky never ceases to surprise me. In the previous chapter, it looked like he couldn't afford coats for his kids but he just bought a coral necklace for his newest mistress.


    


    
        helenofyork (+2)

        I am sure he spent his money on a necklace for the mistress and now has to find a way to pay for the coats. I don't think the one following the other in the text - even if in different chapters - is by accident. Tolstoy is showing us how the wealthy lose wealth and standing slowly, by choice.


    


    
        coltee_cuckoldee (+2)

        Yes! We know that Stiva loves to spend money on food and women so I won't be surprised if this is the case. The fact that this is Dolly's money that he is spending (he got it by selling her property) makes this so much worse.


    


    
        helenofyork (+2)

        And that Stiva sees no problem with doing what he does! How many men in that society were just like him?!


    


    
        coltee_cuckoldee (+3)

        I'm assuming that a lot of men were like Stiva. It's not like their wives could leave them easily so they probably did not feel the need to be loyal.


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+3)

        I thought the same about his finances, but now I think he just didn't have the money in his pocket. He's used to buying now and paying later, and apparently gets away with it.


    


    
        coltee_cuckoldee (+2)

        This makes sense since it is mentioned in Chapter 7 that all of the money was not yet spent, but I found it weird that he just left Dolly to take care of the shopping. He just told her to tell the shopkeepers that he would pay later. Was he worried that the shopkeeper would remind him of any previous debts if he went to the store with his wife?


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+2)

        I doubt that Stiva ever goes shopping with Dolly. They were probably just starting out before following their separate activities.


    

Part 4 - Chapter 8

    Discussion from r/yearofannakarenina (2023)

 What do you think of the way Alexey’s work matter is going: how is he handling it, and will he manage to sort it out?
 What do you make of Stiva’s reaction to Alexey seeking divorce?
 What do you imagine Dolly thinks of Alexey’s situation, and what will she tell him?
 Is Stiva being insensitive to the gravity of the impending divorce by going on with the dinner party, or will it provide him the opportunity to talk Alexey out of it?
* Anything else you'd like to discuss?
Final line:


"At five o’clock, and not evening dress, please," he shouted once more, turning at the door.
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        wdlp (+1)

        Does Stiva deliberately hit Karenins servant?


    


    
        Pythias (+2)

         I still feel a bit for Alexey. He's got so much going on with Anna and work.
 I think he was genuinely surprised. And I thought it was really sweet of him to offer Alexey advice.
 This is probably going to be a sore spot for Dolly but I think she's going give Alexey the best advice she can and be against the divorce.
 I think it is a bit insensitive but I'm not fond of Stiva so we'll see how it goes.


    


    
        DernhelmLaughed (+5)

         I sure hope he doesn't escalate the divorce to compensate for problems at work.  E.g. making Anna's infidelity public and denying her custody of her son.
 Stiva's a slimeball again, under the guise of promoting family harmony. Why does he feel entitled to insert himself and his wife in Karenin's marriage? If his wife is such a wonderful woman, why did he cheat on her? And being a wonderful woman does not make her an arbiter of someone else's marriage. Oh wait, "wonderful woman" is Stiva's euphamism for "will put up with cheating spouse".
 You hope that Dolly will see herself in Karenin and decide to leave as well, but I bet Dolly will take the "misery loves company" tack and encourage him to put up with the unfaithful spouse. Why should Karenin get to be free, when she isn't?
 Maybe he thinks the other guests will distract Alexey.


    


    
        Wooden-Awareness-915 (+1)

        No hate but what were you expecting of brother who had just heard about his sister's divorce . 
Dolly is a woman and as well as Anna's friend. Nobody wants to see their friends or relatives unhappy (especially if you're a woman). 
Your take entirely based on self interest and sadistic tendencies, which definitely are not true for Dolly or Stiva


    


    
        coltee_cuckoldee (+3)

        I hope Alexei is able to sort his work matter but since he's going through a difficult phase in his personal life, I won't be surprised if he's unable to do so.
It looks like Stiva did not think much of the rumors of Anna-Vronsky's affair when he first heard them- he seems to be completely blindsided by the divorce. He probably thought that the two would patch up just like Dolly and him.
I think Dolly will be able to sympathize with Alexei's situation but I'm not sure if she'll actually advise him to stay in his marriage. Dolly seems to be unhappy (remember the time when she lived in the countryside with her kids) but she knows that nothing can be done about her situation so she's trying to make the best of it.
Stiva loves to party, eat and socialize so I'm not surprised that he hasn't cancelled the party. He probably believes that he can get Karenin to patch up with Anna as he likely believes that it is just a lighthearted fling (he's unaware of the pregnancy which changes everything). He also might have plans for the other guests- he has invited Levin so he probably wants something to happen between him and Kitty.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+5)

        Stiva’s reaction doesn’t surprise me. He wants the Karenin marriage to go on as it validates Dollys decision to stay with Stiva.  Stiva is as always irreverent about everything.
I am curious what Dolly will say. She may think Anna helped helped talk her into saving her her marriage and wish to repay the favor.


    


    
        helenofyork (+2)

        I don't think it took much for Dolly to stay in her marriage. If she leaves, she'll have to go live with her parents and find some way to raise 6 children. While I doubt Stiva would try to keep the children as they will impede his style, he has no money to settle with her. Deep down, Dolly knows she has no option other than to stay in her marriage. At least she has social standing, a big home with servants and her children.


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+3)

        Apparently Karenin is not interested in the actual needs of these people and their community, and now he has found that they don't really support his assumptions about what should be done. I wonder if we'll see the outcome of all this. Will they follow his instructions, or will they tell the truth? Will the clever Stremov find them and talk to them, possibly turning them to his side? Politics at its most devious and confusing.
Stiva apparently can't imagine being on bad terms with anyone. He's not going to take sides, he's everyone's friend. His rather overdramatic reaction may possibly have been calculated to put Karenin off balance, and it worked. I don't know what Dolly will say. She might be inclined to support Anna if it weren't for Kitty's involvement with Vronsky.
Sensitivity is not Stiva's strong point. He wants a successful dinner party, and we saw in the last chapter that he thinks Karenin's presence will be an asset. He doesn't see why an impending divorce should change anything; Karenin's feelings are irrelevant to him. I'm more surprised that Karenin gave in and agreed to be there.


    

Part 4 - Chapter 9

    Discussion from r/yearofannakarenina (2023)

 Referring to Karenin:


He was indeed the person chiefly responsible for the chill benumbing all the guests before Stepan Arkadyevitch came in.

What is it about him that has a negative effect on the whole room?
 What did you think about the change in atmosphere after the arrival of Stepan Arkadyevitch?
 What do you make of the marked change in Levin?
 What did you observe regarding Kitty and Levin?
 Karenin and Levin had already met each other on a train. What do you make of that?
 Anything else you'd like to discuss?
Final line:


The conversation, sometimes general and sometimes private, never flagged, and had become so animated by the end of dinner that the men rose from the table still talking, and even Alexey Alexandrovich had livened up.
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        Pythias (+5)

         You know how some people just give off "negative energy" for a lack of better words. It's like when you see a co-worker or a close friend and you just know something is off about them. I think Karenin is just miserable and it's showing. It's hard make small talk with such people. It's usually the last thing they want.
 I can say all the negative things I want about Stiva but, I have to admit, he really does have a way with people. He reads them so well and easily becomes the life of the party. And he did it so flawlessly.
 I think it's obviously because of Kitty. And it gives me hope once again for Levin. I just really hope things work out for him because I'm really tired of him not having the courage to face Kitty.
 Only good things!!!
 It's probably why they're both so uptight.



    


    
        coltee_cuckoldee (+5)

        Karenin is so uptight and miserable- he must be difficult to talk to. Other people are probably intimidated by him- his strict nature and professional success do not help him here.
Oblonsky seems like a fun person to be friends with. Those who meet him once in a while probably love his company but I feel bad for his immediate family.
It was shocking to see this change. We've only ever seen Levin complain about things or be disappointed by those around him. It was nice to see him so easy going for once. The dynamic between him and Karenin surprised me as I never expected Levin to be the more funny one.
They're definitely ending up together. This line worried me a bit: "She was frightened, shy, shamefaced, and therefore, even more charming." He's in his 30s (?) and she's barely 20. It's almost like Levin wants to see her show remorse for rejecting him previously.
Reminded me of Anna meeting Vronsky at the train station for the first time. I wonder if Levin and Karenin will become friends.
Random thought: Since a lot of people have commented that Tolstoy probably sees himself in Levin, I wonder if he was rejected by a woman he loved but did not end up with. We've seen Levin earlier rejoice when he found out that Kitty was suffering after Vronsky's rejection and now he's happy to see her shamefaced. She's even trying to initiate conversations here.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+5)

        This was a fun chapter where we got to see new facets of some of the characters - Stiva, Karenin, and Levin. It felt very carefree - maybe because we are getting Stiva’s point of view.
It was interesting to see how important Karenin is in Russia. Stiva was very proud to introduce him to his friends.
Levin showing off for Kitty and feeling some feelings made me so happy!
I forgot that Levin and Karenin both had lost/almost lost a woman to Vronsky. Would be interesting to have them chat about it.


    


    
        DernhelmLaughed (+7)

         Stiva knows how to "knead the social dough". It's funny how he could spot that the port and sherry were a faux pas, and take action to rectify the problem, yet seem to think major problems, such as marital infidelity, can be persuaded to disappear merely by persuasive words. His answer to everything is to oblige everyone to ignore the problems and put on a happy face.
 The cheesification of Levin! This was frankly hilarious:


Levin smiled, bent his arm, and under Stepan Arkadyevitch’s fingers the muscles swelled up like a sound cheese, hard as a knob of iron, through the fine cloth of the coat.

 At this meeting they finally seem to be in sympatico, each aware of their love and desire for the other. Since their last meeting, Kitty and Levin have gone through a lot of self-reflection, and come up with the same conclusion - this is the one for me. Kitty would accept if Levin proposed again, I think.
 This train is yet another metaphor for the rigid class structure. If you look too poor to be in the first class car, you better make sure people know you are intellectual, or you will be booted from the aristocrats' car. Either the conductor (the inexorable force of social norms) or a member of the upper class must allow you to remain.


    


    
        helenofyork (+2)

        I didn't understand the part about the port and the sherry.


    


    
        DernhelmLaughed (+5)

        Stiva is horrified that there was something arbitrarily wrong with the port and sherry from Depré versus the ones from Levy, so I think he may have been upset at the shop they came from because he sends staff to Levy to get the proper ones.
I read it as Stiva overreacting to some small detail that no sensible person would actually care about. It's not specifically explained what the problem is, which makes your (and my identical) reaction funnier for me.


    


    
        helenofyork (+2)

        I, unfortunately, don’t throw or attend fine parties and I thought it was some social rule!


    


    
        DernhelmLaughed (+2)

        LOL It's quite possible that there's actually some nuance there that has escaped both of us.


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+6)

        Karenin didn't even want to be there, so he's not going to initiate interesting conversation. Yet it might be expected that he would, since he's the most famous person in the room. I loved the old prince's description of Karenin as “that politician of whom guests were invited to partake as though he were a sturgeon."
Also, Karenin is wearing evening dress, disregarding Stiva's instruction not to. Some of the guests might be wondering if they misunderstood and are underdressed.
Then Stiva comes in bringing more interesting guests, and assumes the role of host. Of course the party gets going then. He really should have been there from the beginning, and I'm suspicious of his claim to have been delayed by some prince.
Kitty and Levin are nervous as might be expected. Obviously there will be more to come.
And the Karenin-Levin train encounter? I don't know why it's included in this narrative except perhaps for comic relief. There seem to be a lot of train scenes in this book.


    


    
        LiteraryReadIt (+3)

        Yeah, the trains seem to be a motif. Here's what a spoiler-free litcharts analysis had to say about it:


Trains are also a symbol of Russia’s connection with Western Europe and fashionable society. Tolstoy is skeptical about trying to graft European philosophies and ideas into Russian life. The trains represent life that moves at a speed faster than the natural course of events.



    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+3)

        Oh, that's interesting, thanks. Maybe that's why the conversation involved the "Russification" of neighboring countries... to contrast with adopting European ideas.


    


    
        DernhelmLaughed (+4)

        Yeah, I wonder if Karenin suspected that the other guests knew about his wife's infidelity and were going to embarrass him. That makes the sturgeon description take on a different meaning. Karenin is not a celebrity in whose glow the other guests are basking, but rather he was bracing himself to be torn apart by gossipy diners as if he were that sturgeon.


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+2)

        Definitely possible. I hadn't thought of that.


    

Part 4 - Chapter 10

    Discussion from r/yearofannakarenina (2023)

 What do you think of the difference in character between Alexey and Stiva?
 In every subject of debate, Alexey’s position seemed to be the most conservative one in the room. What do you make of that?
 What did this discussion reveal about the men's views on women's education?
 Why did Dolly suddenly interject the conversation?
* Anything else you'd like to discuss?
Final line:


"And I’m oppressed and humiliated that they won’t engage me at the Foundling," the old prince said again, to the huge delight of Turovtsin, who in his mirth dropped his asparagus with the thick end in the sauce.
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        Pythias (+2)

         I think Alexey is pretty uptight. Stiva can let loose. Because of this I think it's harder for Alexey to discuss a difference of opinions whereas Stiva can say whatever he wants, have people disagree with him and still be pleasant. I respect that immensely about Stiva.
 He's old school. Probably less open minded and because of it less progressive.
 I was not surprised by any of the men's views except Levin. He really did surprise me I didn't think he would be so expecting of woman. You'd think he'd treat them better with such views.
 Because hearing men talk about what's good or not good for women is pretty freaking annoying when they are not women. Dolly is speaking up for her sex and I appreciate and respect that.


    


    
        coltee_cuckoldee (+3)

        Stiva is more easy-going and he seems to be relaxed around those with differing opinions. I get the feeling that Karenin is not as comfortable with those who do not share his opinion.
I'm not surprised by Karenin being conservative. Even if he did not agree with these views, he would probably have to propagate them in order to keep his government position.
I was surprised by the opinions of Stiva and the Prince. Since a lot of members in the group were against women's education, I thought that Stiva (being able to see both sides of any argument) would agree with them but he did admit that women would likely be "extremely capable." I was disappointed by the Prince's opinion- more specifically the way he tried to use that wet-nurse argument.
She's likely tired of being reduced to nothing in her own home (her husband constantly cheats on her, her parents did not seem to support her during this ordeal) and sensing a possible lack of respect for women from the group, felt the need to defend them.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+3)

        Alexey having the most conservative position is what I have come to expect of him.
The conversion revealed that Alexey wants to keep the old traditions alive while many of the other participants want to argue that educating women will open up more opportunities for them outside of their traditional roles. And that having rights/participating in roles require them to be educated but they need to be educated to fully participate in the roles.
I am not clear where Stiva stands in the conversation yet…
Dolly interjected because she seems to know that Stiva was thinking of his new ballet girl.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+4)

        My copy doesn’t have footnotes but I found this from an earlier post:
Just a few footnotes from P&V if anyone is interested:
From the previous chapter but brought up again in this one:
Attic salt: Refined wit thought to be typical of Athenian conversation, as represented in the many ‘dialogues’ of classical and Hellenistic literature.
From this chapter:
education ... disputes ... : In 1871 the Russian minister of national education, Count D. A. Tolstoy, proposed establishing two sorts of schools, so-called ‘real’ high schools and classical gymnasiums. The distinction was intended to limit the teaching of natural science, which was seen as a source of dangerous materialistic and atheistic notions. It was hoped that classical studies would cure young people of revolutionary ideas.
anti-nihilistic: The term ‘nihilism’, first used philosophically in German (Nihilismus) to signify annihilation, a reduction to nothing (attributed to Buddha), or the rejection of religious beliefs and moral principles, came via the French nihilisme to Russian, where it acquired a political meaning, referring to the doctrine of the younger generation of socialists of the 1860s, who advocated the destruction of the existing social order without specifying what should replace it. The great Russian lexicographer V. I. Dahl (1801-72), normally a model of restraint, defines ‘nihilism’ in his Interpretive Dictionary of the Living Russian Language as ‘an ugly and immoral doctrine which rejects everything that cannot be palpated’.
women’s education: In the 1860s women were allowed education only as teachers or midwives, but by the 1870s women’s struggle for intellectual and social independence had been clearly expressed and higher studies in many fields were opened to them. (See note 26, Part One.)
Part One, note 26:
some sort of courses: In 1872 a school of continuing education for women was opened in Moscow, where girls with a high-school diploma could study literature, history, art history and the history of civilization, foreign languages, physics, mathematics and hygiene.
long hair, short ... : The full saying is: ‘Long on hair, short on brains’.


    

Part 4 - Chapter 11

    Discussion from r/yearofannakarenina (2023)

 Levin is once again besotted with Kitty. Where does this leave his obsession with improving farming practices?
 What do you make of Kitty’s fear of what would happen to her if she did not marry, and the impact of that on what she thinks about women’s rights?
 What do you think of Turovtsyn being better than he seems?
 What does the future for Kitty and Levin look like? Do you think if marriage was brought up again they will lose this happiness and freedom they feel now when talking, and go back to being strained and awkward?
* Anything else you'd like to discuss?
Final line:


"I’m sorry, I’m sorry, and I’ll never think ill of people again!" he said gaily, genuinely expressing what he felt at the moment.
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        Pythias (+4)

         The farm obsession ship has definitely sailed.
 I think Kitty's fear is a valid one. It must have sucked to live in a time where one had to be so dependent on a man even when you are financially taken care of.
 I don't remember this guy at all and because of that I have no real opinion of him.
 I really believe marriage is in their future.


    


    
        brioche_01 (+3)

        I think Levin is gonna care a lot less about the improvement of Russian farming practices now that he found Kitty again.
Kitty’s worries are founded. It must be awful to live in a society where the pressure to marry is so intense. I understand that Kitty’s family is well-off and therefore she may not need a man to sustain her, financially, but her social life would be difficult. The emancipation of women does start with education.
I don’t remember hearing about Turovtsyn until now, I don’t have much of an opinion about him. Levin might be right about his first impression, I hope we find out.
I think Kitty now sees the possibility of marriage with Levin like a desirable option for her. I think Levin will risk proposing again soon. Let’s hope Kitty can enjoy life on the farm.


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+3)

        Levin might put aside his interest for awhile; he can't do much with it while he's in Moscow. He won't abandon it though.
Any sane woman in that society would wonder what would happen if she didn't marry, and Kitty wouldn't be an exception. Women who were already married and stable would be less likely to be concerned with women's rights.
Turovtsyn is a new character; I wonder if he'll appear again, and what's the purpose of introducing him here except as a topic of conversation.
As to Kitty and Levin:


“She and Levin had a conversation of their own, yet not a conversation, but some sort of mysterious communication, which brought them every moment nearer, and stirred in both a sense of glad terror before the unknown into which they were entering.”

If this connection doesn't lead to a deeper relationship and probably marriage, Tolstoy is just teasing us. That would be very unfair.


    


    
        coltee_cuckoldee (+2)

        

Women who were already married and stable would be less likely to be concerned with women's rights.

Great point!
We've been meeting so many characters recently. I get the feeling that most of them are not important and we're not going to see them again.


    


    
        coltee_cuckoldee (+4)

        I don't think Levin will be as involved with the farming practices anymore. He might write the book he planned to, but he'll likely spend more time trying to figure out if Kitty will reject him again if he did happen to propose.
It is clearly a valid fear. She has seen her sister stay with her cheating husband in order to protect her and her kids' position in society. She knows that if she did not marry, she would likely end up as a social outcast.
I cannot believe that Turovtsyn is doing the work that Oblonsky should be doing. I find it amusing how someone else needs to be constantly dealing with Stiva's problems. Anna was responsible for ensuring that Dolly did not divorce Stiva, Levin had to take care of a few things when Dolly and the kids visited the countryside and now, Turovtsyn had to nurse Dolly's sick kids.
I think Kitty might try to find out if Levin is still interested in marrying her. He might become awkward and strained if he remembers that she rejected him for Vronsky and only returned to him after being rejected herself. I hope he does not sabotage himself as it would prove that he actually didn't grow after being rejected.


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+3)

        That's a good observation about the purpose of the Turovtsyn character; I wondered about that. His stepping in when the children were sick does emphasize Stiva's avoidance of responsibility. At the time, Kitty went to help and I figured caregiving was just a woman's job.


    

Part 4 - Chapter 12

    Discussion from r/yearofannakarenina (2023)

 How do you think the discussion of Pryachnikov’s duel will affect Alexey?
 What did you think of Dolly’s reaction to Anna’s infidelity?
 Alexey expresses some strong emotions about both Anna and his son. If he gains custody, do you have fears for the future of Seryozha?
 How do you feel about Alexey's hatred towards Anna? Is it justified?
 Dolly tried to make Alexey sympathetic to Anna’s position. Do you think this conversation will have an impact on his decisions?
 Anything else you'd like to discuss?
Final line:


And having regained his composure, Alexey Alexandrovich calmly said goodbye and left.
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        Pythias (+2)

         I hate this. It was so awkward for poor Alexey. He is in such a weird spot at the moment.
 I also think it was genuine. And I felt for her having to find out this way (I'm sure Stiva told her and that's why she pulled Alexey aside). But to hear it confirmed from Alexey sounds earth shattering.
 I fear not only for Seryozha but for the unborn baby as well.
 I mean, everyone sucks in this love triangle but I do think Alexey's hatred is very much justified. I don't agree with his actions but I do agree with the emotions.
* I don't think it will but I hope it does.


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+3)

        Alexey may fantasize about calling Vronsky out and killing him, but that’s not in his nature. It would be a satisfying fantasy, though.
I think Dolly believed Alexey was wrong about Anna, but hearing that Anna herself had confirmed his suspicions changed her arguments from justification to mercy. She doesn’t get anywhere with either, though; Alexey has made up his mind. He really does hate her now, and it’s not surprising since she clearly told him she hates him.
Has Dolly really convinced herself that Stiva has repented and returned to his family? That’s hard to believe, but that’s what she tells Alexey. Maybe she just thinks she’s better off with a sham marriage than taking the drastic move of leaving him. Easier to maintain her position in society, anyway.
Poor Seryozha is in for an uncomfortable time. I can see why Alexey might doubt that he’s really his son. There have been no other children in the eight years of their marriage… does he wonder why Anna got pregnant so easily with Vronsky but not with him?


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+2)

        The dual has been planted in Alexey’s mind that men admire a man who boldly acts.
I understand Dolly not wanting Anna to be outcast and never married again. I am sure she went through the same thought process herself with deciding not to leave Stiva.
Alexey has a right to hate Anna. She has thrown her affair in his face after he tried a peace offering. She also has a right to hate him for being a crappy husband. He has lost all trust for Anna.
I don’t think he really doesn’t think Seryozha is his son. He is just mad and I fear his son will be a reminder of Anna. He will likely outsource his upbringing and be absent from his life.
I doubt Dollys plea will make a difference. He is more likely to remember the dual and keeping his manly reputation in tact than worry about the impact to Anna. Though he has grappled with religion in the past so may have some impact there.


    


    
        Fontane15 (+5)

        Are duels illegal? Because I know dueling was banned in England by the early 1810s as a method of ending disputes. Maybe it’s different in Russia.
Dolly’s reaction is underwhelming for me. I know she likes Anna more than Alexey, but she’s also been cheated on. She should be more sympathetic to him, especially since she also has considered leaving Stiva over an affair. 
I think Seryozha will be similar to other noble sons. He’s going to be sent to school and have a distant father and an absent mother. I don’t see how Anna gains custody because she’s the guilty party. In Russian society the guilty party in a divorce case could not legally remarry. I don’t think Anna or Vronsky is thinking about the long term affects of this affair or how it will impact her status in society if she cannot remarry. Her jealousy will be further irritated by her unstable position in society.


    


    
        Cautiou (+4)

        

Are duels illegal? Because I know dueling was banned in England by the early 1810s as a method of ending disputes. Maybe it’s different in Russia.

They were illegal in Russia as well (except from 1894 to 1910 when they were allowed for officers). In theory, killing in a duel was punishable by several years in prison but in practice very often the sentence was reduced to just a few months.


    


    
        brioche_01 (+3)

        Alexey is not impressed with the idea of a duel. He doesn’t see the point of risking death for an amoral woman.
Dolly holds Anna in high esteem. It’s hard for her to accept that these rumors are true. She also believes that her husband Stiva is now “purer and better”. We know that this is not true. Maybe Dolly has a hard time seeing the flaws in those she loves.
Alexey worries that his son might not be his after all. I now understand better why he started treating Seryozha differently when he learnt of the affair. I think Seryozha will be treated well financially but I do worry for his well-being in the future, which may be without his parents. I hope that Seryozha and his aunt have a good relationship.
I think Alexey’s hatred is justified. He may not be the most loving husband but he has respected his marital vows and his wife hasn’t. He was more than fair in asking her to keep her affair low key and her lover out of their home. Anna had no reason that I can see to not accept these conditions. She has no respect at all for her husband, who has tried to save her reputation along with his. She has more to lose than he does.
Alexey strikes me as a man who makes his mind and rarely changes it. He has let Dolly know without a doubt that he does not have much sympathy left for Anna. He will go forward with the divorce.
Maybe it will be the other way around and Dolly will start to think differently about her own situation after her conversation with Alexey.


    


    
        coltee_cuckoldee (+3)

        I think he might be tempted to duel with Vronsky as the situation will definitely come to an end if either dies. If Vronsky dies, Anna would gain nothing by divorcing her husband- she would instead lose everything so this might cause her to stay in her marriage.
I'm surprised that Dolly has so much faith in Anna. It goes on to show how low Anna has fallen- from the charming woman that everyone wanted to be to someone who cares for no one but her lover.
If Karenin does gain custody, I don't think he will abuse/mistreat his son. However, he will likely be emotionally distant as it would remind him of Anna's betrayal and Seryozha will essentially be an orphan that is financially taken care of.
I feel so bad for Karenin. In the beginning, I did sympathize with Anna as she was trapped in a loveless marriage but she is being so selfish at the moment. She's cheating on her husband and has ruthlessly admitted to him that she does not love him. She also disrespects him in his own home (she called Vronsky to her house after he told her to break the affair off) while living off of his money. I don't blame Karenin at all. He's either going to lose his reputation/career (if he succeeds in getting a divorce that prevents Anna from marrying Vronsky) or his mental peace (if he stays in the marriage and is aware of the affair). He's also going to lose his family- Anna seems to be sabotaging her future and since Seryozha is closer to his mother, he will likely choose to stay with her even if it's not good for him. He doesn't have many friends so I hope he's able to stay strong through this situation.
No. Dolly didn't even believe the rumors at first. She clearly does not know what Anna is truly capable of.
Favorite line: "It is difficult to make a mistake when a wife herself announces to her husband that eight years of married life and a son have all been an error, and that she wants to begin life from the beginning again."


    


    
        Fontane15 (+2)

        That’s such a powerful line! I really feel it in our society too, where divorce is much more common.


    

Part 4 - Chapter 13

    Discussion from r/yearofannakarenina (2023)

 Levin almost turns to Stiva there, no longer caring about the substance of arguments, only that people should be happy. What did you think of this very stark change in the usually highly opinionated Levin?
 Has Levin really changed his opinion on the freedom for women or is he experiencing the temporary effects of the love hormones?
 What did you think about the odd way Levin and Kitty finally communicated their feelings?
 Anything else you'd like to discuss?
Final line:


In their conversation everything had been said; what was said was that she loved him, and would tell her father and mother that he would come the following morning.
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        Pythias (+4)

         Levin's opinions seem to very much depend on his mood. And he's happy right now so I can let it pass.
 I think it's love hormones.
 It works for them and I think it's very cute.
 In my copy there is a footnote that states that the way Levin proposed to Kitty (with the letters) is the same way Tolstoy proposed to his wife and I think it's the sweetest and a very romantic thing to put in his book.


    


    
        coltee_cuckoldee (+2)

        He's trying his best to make a great impression on Kitty. He obviously cannot argue/fight in front of her and it's not like he's even paying attention to the argument. He keeps glancing at the door.
I think these effects are currently temporary but I do believe that he will become more thoughtful/caring when he starts to spend more time with her. He'll try his best to improve as a person and I don't think he will be as narrow-minded in the future.
I thought it was a bit cheesy/childish but it's great that they're both getting what they want. I just hope that Levin will continue to treat her well even when he's upset with her (in case they argue, etc).
It looks like Kitty will be moving to the countryside after her wedding (I cannot imagine Levin living in the city). I'm unsure how I feel about this as she'll be leaving everything behind but it looks like after spending time in Germany with Varenka, she seems to not care about the more "superficial" things like balls, gowns, etc.


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+3)

        Levin isn’t interested in arguments when his thoughts are consumed with Kitty.
As to how they finally communicated… I can’t imagine this “game” being anything but frustrating, but it worked for them. Maybe it’s easier in Russian than in English.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+5)

        Levin only has eyes for Kitty. He will say anything to gain her love. He is definitely blinded by love hormones.
I love the way they communicated. This is truly all that I think Levin was capable of doing. He wanted to feel safe and Kitty helped him get there.
So happy for them and such a contrast to all the ugliness and sadness Alexey was feeling tonight.


    


    
        scholasta (+5)

        I have found the last few chapters to be SO engaging. Emotions all over the place. This is fantastic writing imo


    

Part 4 - Chapter 14

    Discussion from r/yearofannakarenina (2023)

 What did you think of Levin's reactions to both Dolly and his brother when they mentioned Kitty?
 What did you think of the meeting? How accurate was Levin’s interpretation of what he saw?
Levin listened to them and saw clearly that none of these allocated sums and pipes really existed, and that they were not really angry at all, but were all such nice, kind people, and were conducting their business so smoothly and cordially. They were not doing any harm to anyone, and everyone was happy.
 Levin again thinks his work has no value, for entirely different reasons this time. He seems to keep jumping between extremes; either his work means everything, or it means nothing. What do you think will end up happening with that?
 Levin is viewing the world through rose-colored glasses. How long do you think this happy state will last? Could anything happen to swing his mood back into depression?
* Anything else you'd like to discuss?
Final line:


He closed the pane, washed, dressed, and went out into the street.
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        helenofyork (+3)

        Levin is in the grip of love - and I love his character all the more for it! He is such an honest and whole person that we know his love is deep and true. The fact that it is returned makes it even more enchanting. We are witnessing a man on cloud 9. His mood might swing back. No one knows the future but I am glad he is soaking up the moment.
Levin finds Dolly's words unpleasant. But why? She said "How glad I am that you met Kitty again. One must cherish old friendships." Is Dolly being catty here? On the face of it, the statement seems innocent. Is Levin upset because he fears relegation to the friend zone? Because he'd rather not think of his past with Kitty and focus only on the future? Is Dolly going to cause problems in their relationship in the future?


    


    
        coltee_cuckoldee (+3)

        I don't understand why Levin was irritated by Dolly's remark. It's clear that both Oblonsky and Dolly know that the marriage will happen soon and they're probably glad to see these two happy after a really long time.
I don't think Levin was even paying much attention to the meeting. He's just thinking of Kitty and trying to pass time before their next meeting.
Levin's moods are so unstable. I don't think he was ever really into his work. It just helped distract him from Kitty. I'm a bit worried for Kitty as it's clear that Levin can either be really happy (when things go exactly his way) or cranky (when they don't). I wonder how their first argument/fight will pan out.
I think his good mood will last till the first obstacle in his marriage (first fight, first time he's irritated by something Kitty does or says, etc) arrives. He will then again become depressed and throw himself in work.
Random thoughts: I was so surprised to see Levin interact with strangers and having entire conversations with them. He also wanted to comfort another stranger! He seems so self centered as when he was depressed about Kitty rejecting him, he would behave so oddly with others (Dolly, Sviyazhsky, etc). It's only when things go well for him that he's able to notice those around him and not take issue with them.


    


    
        Pythias (+3)

         Levin is very much tied to his emotions. Depending on his mood his mannerisms change. Which isn't necessarily a bad thing but I do think it limits his thinking through of things. It also worries me when marriage turns out to be harder than he believes it's going to be. Marriage is about partnership, and with that partnership compromises will come up. But I don't know how Levin will handle that.
 I'm not sure but I know that Levin runs by emotion and because he's flying high on love I think that everything he encounters is not what it really may seem to be.
 I think that Levin is setting himself up for emotional failure.
 Marriage could turn out to be hard and when Kitty and Levin do first fight it could really take a toil on Levin. In fact, I'm sure it will happen.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+2)

        Levin is indeed wearing rose colored glasses. I fear that since we are only half done with the book that Levin may still be in for some rude awakenings to his depression. I didn’t realize how flighty Levin was. I guess it’s nice to see him less stuffy.


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+2)

        This whole chapter is a description of Levin's state of mind right after he knows Kitty loves him. He doesn't really "think" here, he feels. And what he feels is floating on a cloud. He's mildly irritated at Dolly for the "old friends" remark because it's too mundane a term to describe their love, but she doesn't know they've taken this huge step.
He'll come back to reality at some point, as everyone does, but it's a wonderful description of the mind of a man in love. Things he might view critically at some other time are all consumed by his happiness, and everything is just good and kind and lovely.
And here's Sviazhsky again, in Moscow this time, with his household. Apparently there are no hard feelings for Levin after he left their country place some months ago without saying goodbye. I wonder if  Sviazhsky is going to continue to appear throughout the narrative. Maybe he's a more important character than I thought.


    

Part 4 - Chapter 15

    Discussion from r/yearofannakarenina (2023)

 There were many ways Tolstoy evoked happiness in this chapter. What was your favourite?
 What did you think of Levin’s detached state; not eating, sleeping, or covering up sufficiently for the cold?
 Levin did not need to say anything when he showed up at the Shcherbatskys, everyone seemed to be on the same page: from the caddy, to the footmen, to the Princess and Prince. What do you make of that?
 What do you predict for the happy couple, both short-term, thinking about the wedding, and long-term?
* Anything else you'd like to discuss?
Final line:


And there came over Levin a new feeling of love for this man, till then so little known to him, when he saw how slowly and tenderly Kitty kissed his muscular hand.

See you all next week!
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        coltee_cuckoldee (+5)

        I liked the part when Levin interacted with the schoolboy and noticed the pigeon and the freshly baked breads. He seemed so at peace then.
He's clearly wanted this for so long and now that the day has finally come, he's unable to be patient.
I'm sure everyone (Prince, Princess, servants) were aware of how depressed Kitty was a few months ago. They must have understood that she got what she wanted last night as she had barely slept but was in a good mood. Dolly might have also informed the parents and they might have been aware of Levin's intentions. They must have asked the servants to prepare the house for this occasion.
I think they'll get married by the end of this part and move to the countryside. I don't know if this marriage will be truly happy as Kitty seems to be very young and meek whereas Levin seems to be in a good mood only when things go exactly his way. I hope he's able to improve  as a person and keep his wife happy.
I was surprised to find out that the Princess approved of Levin this time around. She must have noticed that Kitty was finally happy and understood that as long as her daughter is happy, that's all that mattered.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+4)

        I am very happy for the new couple. I am predicting Levin will want a practical let’s get married today at the courthouse approach short term and to the wedding. Kitty and her family will want all the fanfare. So that will make for some fun chapters.
Longer term, I think Kitty will have to reconcile being in the country alone and being happy. Levin seems to get excited about one thing and have tunnel vision (like hating Kitty, then farming, Now Kitty’s love). So when the newness wears off and he realizes she has needs, I think we will be back to whiny Levin complaining about Kitty.
Poor Kitty is my prediction.


    


    
        coltee_cuckoldee (+3)

        

Longer term, I think Kitty will have to reconcile being in the country alone and being happy. Levin seems to get excited about one thing and have tunnel vision (like hating Kitty, then farming, Now Kitty’s love). So when the newness wears off and he realizes she has needs, I think we will be back to whiny Levin complaining about Kitty.

So true. I'm worried for Kitty as she's also significantly younger than Levin. Imagine dealing with your older (but immature) husband's tantrums at the age of 20!


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+2)

        Good point. He is a big baby for sure.


    


    
        helenofyork (+4)

        

And what he saw then, he afterwards never saw again.

Levin is basking in the glow of requited love so deep and so hard that the entire world is enveloped in magic.
I think that Kitty and Levin's love will remain true and grow from strength to strength. They have found each other and are one in heart.


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+3)

        This is Levin's romance, and beautifully told from Levin's point of view, but I wish Tolstoy had given us a stronger indication before these last few chapters that Kitty actually does love him. She felt guilty for hurting him when she didn't accept his initial offer, but she never gave the "torn between two lovers" vibe. In fact, her thoughts back at the skating scene said something else: “I know it's not he that I love; but still I am happy with him, and he's so jolly.”
Anyway, she's decided to love him now, and I'm sure they'll go on to a solid marriage with a few bumps in the road on the way.


    


    
        brioche_01 (+3)

        I think Levin is in love with the idea of love. Hopefully they can both adapt well to real life when it gets to it. The last three chapters have been almost disney-esque. But I think anyhow they both have solid values and will fare better than the Karenins or the Oblonskys!
Levin likes the simpler things in life and he doesn’t care about a lavish wedding at all but I think the Shcherbatskys will want to put on a proper show,  and I’m all for it! I wonder how the financing of a wedding usually worked in 19th century Russia. I get the impression that the Shcherbatskys are picking up the tab.
I’m very much looking forward to the Scherbatsky-Levin wedding and the Karenin divorce.


    


    
        helenofyork (+2)

        I'm hoping they skip the wedding! I love the idea of Levin sweeping Kitty off her feet and  their getting started in life together immediately. They've lost too much time as it is.


    


    
        Pythias (+3)

         I honestly didn't have a favorite part of the happiness in this chapter. Though, I really liked the chapter before.
 I think he's just running on high of happiness.
 I think that everybody knew and expected it to happen eventually after Vronsky ditched Kitty for Anna. I'm glad it has worked out for the both Levin and Kitty.
 I think that they'll be happy but I worry about Levin because he is so tied to his emotions. I don't think he thinks thing through and I have a feeling that marriage will not be all it is cracked up to be. He's too much of a romantic.


    

Part 4 - Chapter 16

    Discussion from r/yearofannakarenina (2023)

 Why do you think Levin's lack of faith and lack of purity cause him concern?
 Do you think Levin was right to show Kitty his intimate journals? Did he expect such a strong reaction? What do you think was in them?
 Levin feels unworthy of Kitty. Will this have an effect on their relationship?



The extraordinary thing was not only that everyone treated him with affection, but that everyone who had previously been unfriendly, cold, and indifferent now admired him and deferred to him in everything

Why do you think Levin’s relationship with Kitty would have such an effect on the way others treat him?
* Anything else you'd like to discuss?
Final line:


She forgave him; but from that time more than ever he considered himself unworthy of her, morally bowed down lower than ever before her, and prized more highly than ever his undeserved happiness.
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        LiteraryReadIt (+5)

        Fun fact: Tolstoy actually did give his journals to Sophia on the eve of their marriage.


    


    
        coltee_cuckoldee (+4)

        Sophia's wikipedia page mentions that the Tolstoy marriage was unhappy. I wonder if Levin and Kitty's marriage will start to show cracks by the end of this book or if their relationship will be the fantasy version of Tolstoy's own (they'll live happily ever after and there won't be any major incompatibilities).


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+3)

        This comment from a prior discussion has some great Tolstoy Dirt
I love this part - it explains so much. 


Tolstoy also had a lot of "Stiva" in himself.  Maybe that is why he made the character so likable :).



    


    
        helenofyork (+3)

        Tolstoy's "The Kreutzer Sonata" comes to mind again and I pulled my copy of a collection of his short fiction off the shelf. The narrator there explains that he gave her the diary to read because he wanted to brace the wife he ended up murdering against news of his last dalliance because he knew she was going to hear of it. This right before their marriage. The way the story ends the narrator explains he never would have wed at all. The main point of the storyteller's narrative is that he learned that he should have seen and dealt with his wife as a separate human. He only saw her as a human being in the end.
I think that Tolstoy is trying to build on this idea by having Levin see Kitty as a human from the start and imagining what a marriage like that would be. A partnership.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+1)

        Oh my! Fun fact indeed. Hopefully we don’t find that Levin and one of his serfs had a baby.


    


    
        coltee_cuckoldee (+5)

        I think Levin was worried that she might not accept him or change her mind after these revelations. He's aware that if the situation was reversed (Kitty had had sex while Levin was a virgin), he would not have accepted her at all.
For any other person, I would have said that showing intimate journals would be an unnecessary move but I do think that Levin was in the right. Kitty should know what she's getting into as he probably would not have been interested in her if she wasn't "pure". Remember how disgusted Levin was with the French woman (who was just minding her own business)? I had assumed that he was a virgin and that's why he looked down on anyone/anything he considered immoral. This just reeks of double standards. The journals probably mentioned all the women he had slept with. He might even have an illegitimate child (Tolstoy did so I won't be too surprised if Levin does as well).
I'm glad he thinks this way because Kitty deserves better. This will probably make their relationship more equal. I got the feeling that Levin has had an upper hand up until now as he had forgiven Kitty for initially rejecting him but this revelation kind of levels everything out in my opinion.
I don't think people are being more friendly. Since he is currently cheerful, he's willing to engage and interact with others instead of just ignoring/dismissing them. He's the one who has changed.


    


    
        GigaChan450 (+2)

        How did you know that the 2nd secret of Levin's was that he's not a virgin? I haven't seen any indication of this so far.
No big deal in 2025 obviously. Interesting times


    


    
        coltee_cuckoldee (+2)

        Just a guess. I remember him being so repulsed by that French woman and he did strike me as some sort of a hypocrite. He seemed to have no problem being pals with Oblonsky who was a serial cheater. He was also in his mid 30s so that's what let me to believe that he may have slept around a bit.


    


    
        GigaChan450 (+1)

        Kudos for remembering your thought process on one specific detail from a year ago!


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+3)

        I love that Levin wanted to share with her these things before they got married. And that he feels unworthy of her love which makes him seek to earn it more. Obviously religious differences could be a big deal. That fact that he had sex with someone else might not be so unusual for the times, but Kitty must have felt slighted not to be his first.
I wonder what was in the diaries. Knowing Levin it was some detailed list of how he expected his wife to behave. Perhaps he discussed another woman whom he had loved or had an affair with which upset Kitty.  Maybe he discussed that he had a thing for Dolly before Stiva landed her?


    


    
        coltee_cuckoldee (+5)

        

Maybe he discussed that he had a thing for Dolly before Stiva landed her?

I forgot that he had a thing for Dolly (as well as the middle sister). If his journals did in fact mention his feelings for Dolly, he's extremely stupid to have insisted that Kitty read them.


    


    
        Pythias (+3)

         I think because it does seem to be a big deal especially back in that time. I think that he feels unworthy of Kitty's love and it may be a good enough reason for Kitty to break off the engagement. I do feel for Levin.
 Yes. I mean he could be honest in a different manner but the point is he was honest, didn't lie or hold secrets. I think it's right of him to start out a life that way. It shows that he honors honest.
 I'm not sure. It could cause resentment. We'll see.
 I'm not entirely sure but maybe it has to do with class. Kitty is in a class higher than Levin if I remember correctly. So even those that didn't like or respect Levin many now do so just because of his bump in class.


    


    
        GigaChan450 (+1)

        Bruh. Wtf is in that diary that has seeded so much bitterness in Kitty, and rift between the 2? I rlly wanna know.
Also, given that Levin is a self-portrait of Tolstoy, it's interesting how Levin is agnostic. Tolstoy obviously was a Christian radical in old age


    

Part 4 - Chapter 17

    Discussion from r/yearofannakarenina (2023)

1) What did you think about Alexey expressing his wish for Anna to die?
2) What did you think of Anna’s mutterings in her febrile state, and her placing the responsibility for her actions on ‘the woman inside her’?
3) What do you make of the 180° switch in Alexey from his state at the beginning of the chapter to his state at the end of it? And is this the new him, or temporary madness?
4) What did you think of the interactions between the two Alexeys?
5) By forgiving Anna and Vronsky, has Alexey Alexandrovitch found a dignified means of covering up his cowardice for a duel, or is it something higher than that?
6) Anything else you'd like to discuss?
Final line:


He did not understand Alexey Alexandrovitch’s feeling, but he felt that it was something higher and even unattainable for him with his view of life.
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        coltee_cuckoldee (+5)

        I don't blame him for that. He's been humiliated by his wife's affair and his career might suffer a setback. I can see why he believes that her death will solve all of his problems.
It just seemed like she was doing all she could to obtain Karenin's forgiveness. She might have felt extremely ashamed in front of the doctor and the staff and therefore decided to blame her actions on "the other woman". I'm surprised that she did this with Vronsky just outside- will he doubt her love as she did mention that the "other one" fell in love with him.
Alexei has always wanted his family at the end of the day. He was willing to forgive Anna prior to this provided that she cut Vronsky off. I guess he believes that she will definitely die and forgiving her will set him free as well since most of his problems will disappear with her death. There might be a chance that she survives, but he probably believes her words about "the other woman" and genuinely thinks that she would leave Vronsky as she did not fall in love with him but the "other woman" did. I think this depends on Anna and I do believe that she will survive (we're only on Part 4). If she does leave Vronsky, I think he'll be able to forgive her even if he resents her a bit. But if she continues the affair, he'll go back to wanting revenge.
They both handled it very maturely- especially Karenin. I'm surprised that he allowed Vronsky to stay all this time. I wonder what Vronsky will do now that he knows that Karenin does not plan on leaving Anna. Will he try to sabotage Karenin's career in order to kick off the divorce proceedings or will he dump Anna and find another woman for himself?
I don't think Karenin was trying to conceal his "cowardice". He seems like a nice man and probably knows that he needs to forgive in order to move on with his life. He's also religious so that might have influenced his decision as well.
Favorite lines:
"Those God would ruin he first deprives of reason."
"You may trample me in the mud, make me the laughing stock of the world- I will not forsake her and will never utter a word of reproach to you."
Random thought: I was a bit surprised to learn that Karenin is bald. I was imagining him to look like Jude Law in the 2012 movie (receding hairline but not completely bald).


    


    
        helenofyork (+5)

        I don't see Karenin as a coward at all! Why should he put his life on the line (and surely lose it) just because Anna fell in love with another man.
Her death would be an "easy" solution but I doubt it is coming now right after childbirth since we are only halfway through the book!
Being next to the deathbed has a way of changing people's attitudes towards one another and making it easier to get along. This is what I see in the 2 Alexei's speaking with one another.


Alexei Alexandrovich took Vronsky's hands and drew them away from his face, terrible in expression of suffering and shame that was on it.

I couldn't believe this scene! Anna makes them forgive one another!


    


    
        coltee_cuckoldee (+7)

        

Why should he put his life on the line (and surely lose it) just because Anna fell in love with another man.

So true!
This chapter also did prove that Karenin does love his wife- he just does not show it in the manner she desires.


    


    
        DernhelmLaughed (+2)

        Maybe Karenin didn't ask Vronsky to leave because he didn't want to cause a scene at Anna's deathbed. Her looming death would dwarf their struggle with marital infidelity. I also got the feeling that Karenin let Vronsky stay because Karenin had abandoned his claim to the wife and family, so to speak, and this was now Vronsky's "turf".


    


    
        coltee_cuckoldee (+3)

        

I also got the feeling that Karenin let Vronsky stay because Karenin had abandoned his claim to the wife and family, so to speak, and this was now Vronsky's "turf".

I'm curious- what made you think that Karenin has abandoned his claim to Anna and Serezha? At the end of the chapter, he tells Vronsky that it is his duty to remain with her.


    


    
        DernhelmLaughed (+3)

        I think, more than anything, Karenin was rejected by Anna and ousted by Vronsky from his claim on his own wife and family, and this decided for him his course of action to be divorce, not a duel, or even a fight for reconciliation. At the beginning of the chapter, Karenin is mentally and physically apart from Anna, and he only goes to St. Petersburg because Anna sends him a telegram. And there, he finds Vronsky at her bedside. The mental picture I had was of Karenin leaving his safe space and coming into Anna and Vronsky's home.
Of course, this all changes by the end of the chapter, at which point we have a reversal - Karenin decides to stay with Anna and sends Vronsky away.


    


    
        coltee_cuckoldee (+2)

        Makes sense. Karenin was planning to divorce Anna and I don't think he would even be interested in fighting for Serezha's custody.


    


    
        DernhelmLaughed (+5)

        1. It would be an expedient solution for Alexey's problems. The affair had caused such agony and upheaval in his family life and professional life, and he had ceased to view Anna as anything other than a problem to be eliminated.
2. Anna's been torn in two since the book began, and these fevered speeches are her disassociating her desire for the stability and respectability that came with the suffocating life with Alexey, and her hopes and longing for a better, more fulfilling life with Vronsky.
3. Forgiveness presents Alexey a heretofore untried option that would preserve his self-respect and peace of mind. Alexey had, thus far, been straining between two unpalatable options: ignoring the affair while hoping nobody else noticed, and divorce. Alexey's public reputation and pride seem to factor greatly in these two options. In this new third option, forgiveness of his dying wife gives him relief from his personal pain, not his public loss of face.
4. Awkward camaraderie that has not been prompted by genuine reconciliation. A conflict petering out because of an impending death.
5. I think Alexey is simply feeling the rush of relief that Anna is dying and he is going to be free. If Anna survives, Alexey may not feel so forgiving.


    


    
        Pythias (+4)

        1) I go back and forth with my sympathy with Alexey but I just couldn't sympathize with him on this part. I understand that he is hurting but to wish death on someone (and someone you used to love) is a very serious offense. I think it goes to show how much pain he really is going through.
2) It feels like a cop out to not own up to her responsibility of her actions. But she's literally on her death bed (or what we believe to be her death bed) and I can kind of forgive her for it.
3) I was so in awe of this 180 change. Just wow. Wishing death upon his wife to feeling guilty and just full on forgiving her. That's just amazing to me and for him to forgive her was just perfect. I really enjoyed this chapter.
4) Again I was just so shocked at the outcome of the events. Vronsky seems to have sunk so low and I love it because I never liked him! It's so petty but I loved it.
5) I think it's something higher than that. Forgiving is hard, a lot of people will say that forgiveness is easy and that it's similar to taking no action. But it's not as easy as just saying I accept your apology or I forgive you. You really have to let go of those emotions and the grudge. It's way harder than people think and I really respect Alexey for being able to forgive in such a dignified manner.
6) I do not expect Anna to make it out of this and though I expect it it really hits me hard. This chapter broke my heart and so far it's one of my favorite chapters.


    


    
        GigaChan450 (+3)

        Will the supposed main character rlly die just halfway thru the fucking book tho? I'm so unsure ...
powerful chapter.
Forgiveness is such a central theme of Tolstoy's philosophy


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+2)

        I think Karenin is a religious man and this experience did cause a 180. He forgave his wife and Vronksy. And renewed his commitment to his wife. I am not sure he will be more attentive to her if she lives but let’s hope he can be a better husband.
I thought the men handled it pretty well together given the grim circumstances. They were putting Anna’s feelings first.


    

Part 4 - Chapter 18

    Discussion from r/yearofannakarenina (2023)

 What do you think is it that plunged Vronsky into such mental turmoil?
 While reading this chapter - did you expect Vronsky to really pull the trigger?
 In your opinion, which of the two men loved Anna more?
 Is Vronsky's failure to kill himself indicative of a pattern of not being completely passionate about things in general?
 How do you reckon Anna and Alexey will react when they hear of this?
 Anything else you'd like to discuss?
Final line:


An hour later Varya, his brother’s wife, had arrived, and with the assistance of three doctors, whom she had sent for in all directions, and who all appeared at the same moment, she got the wounded man to bed, and remained to nurse him.
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        Pythias (+4)

         I think he finally realized how much of a scumbag he is, without Anna's love, who is there to really care about him? We know that his relationship with his mother isn't the greatest and his brother does seem to care about him but it doesn't change the fact that Vronsky isn't that great of a guy.
 No, that was extremely shocking to me.
 If I'd have to guess I'd say Karenin. He ultimately let Anna go by accepting her death (if she dies) and still made amends with her. Vronsky want's to follow her because he's nothing without her and not in a romantic way but a pathetic way.
 I didn't think of that but yes I do think so.
* Anna seems so fragile now I hope it doesn't push her over to death. I think Alexey might feel a bit guilt but ultimately think that Vronsky is just an idiot.


    


    
        helenofyork (+3)

        I was surprised that Vronsky pulled the trigger. I was even more surprised that he survived despite having to wait for an hour for medical attention. Things would have moved much slower in that place and time and it is good to be reminded of how far we have come as a society. I also don't think his weapon was anywhere near as powerful as what is available now.
Frankly, I thought Vronsky would have dumped Anna and taken a position in Siberia gladly as soon as he found out she was pregnant! I am surprised that he stuck around this long. I'm doubly-surprised he was there after the childbirth. I just don't see his feelings towards her as much as I see hers towards him and Karenin's feelings towards both. I don't "get it" when it comes to Vronsky's love for Anna.


    


    
        coltee_cuckoldee (+3)

        He's humiliated by the way Anna claimed to always love her husband- he probably feels like he was just a chapter in Anna and Karenin's marriage that has come to an end. He's also embarrassed by the way Karenin treated him well and allowed him to stay close to Anna before letting him know that he wouldn't leave Anna under any circumstances.
No, I was surprised. He's never taken anything seriously so I did not expect him to take this too seriously either especially since his passion for her was already cooling down.
Karenin (although he does care a lot about his reputation, he's chosen to forgive his cheating wife and was generous enough to treat her lover well). I don't think Vronsky truly loves Anna. He was mentally disturbed because his ego was hurt and not because he was losing Anna. He's also admitted that he had never loved her before ("During her illness, he had learnt to know her thoroughly, had seen into her very soul; and it seemed to him that he had never loved her before.")
I don't think he had any intentions of dying. He just wanted to end his humiliation.
Anna might be devastated and this might cause her to go back to Vronsky once she recovers. I feel bad for Karenin. He probably thinks that the Vronsky chapter has come to an end but it does not look like that.


    


    
        DernhelmLaughed (+2)

         He's experiencing something analogous to, yet the reverse of, Karenin's turmoil. Both men dread Anna's death and even simply the possible end of their relationship, yet they would regain their freedom if they were parted from her.
 No, that was a surprise. Not completely out of character, though.
 Not to downplay their loss and anguish, but these two men are very inward-looking. Anna is possibly dying, and her own anguish is treated as secondary to theirs. 
 That's a good observation. I had come to think of Vronsky as somewhat inept and self-indulgent, hidden behind a facade of bravado and a smart uniform. Will he view his botched suicide attempt as yet another failure, or as a sign that he has been spared for a greater destiny?
* I do wonder how long Karenin's state of blissful forgiveness will last. Anna will blame herself for everything, Vronsky's suicide attempt included.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+2)

        Oh man! I didn’t see this coming. Wow! Whew.
Vronksy realizes how he messed up Anna’s life, her marriage and created a baby just for his own amusement. He is ashamed.  Then he realizes how much he loves her but now he must lose her. He realizes his entire life has been a meaningless shit show.
I didn’t expect him to pull the trigger. I figured he would go call a dual with Karenin.
Based on the last two chapters, I think Vronksy had a deep soul love for her while Karenin has a loving human love for her.
I didn’t connect the pattern of his failure. I chalked it up to him not being committed to wanting to die, just wanting the misery to stop. More a cry for help than wanting death.
I suspect the Karenins will be shocked and Anna will want him more for it. Who knows how Alexey will act?


    


    
        LiteraryReadIt (+2)

        

I figured he would go call a dual with Karenin.

Right? I thought so, too. It would've been in line with Tolstoy since he wrote a dueling scene in War & Peace.


    


    
        GigaChan450 (+2)

        Tf? Fr? I rlly think Vronsky is a pathetic human being now. To have NOTHING in your life other than your affair with a married woman ... it speaks volumes to what a scumbag Vronsky is. I think Anna will realise this now (assuming she recovers). Anna will have to make a choice. Vronsky lacks life experience


    

Part 4 - Chapter 19

    Discussion from r/yearofannakarenina (2023)

 Alexey is no longer the cold, distant, prideful man that Anna grew to hate. Then why is she still repulsed by him?
 Are you surprised that Anna has not yet shown any interest in her love child?
 What do you think of the battle going on within Alexey between affection and pride?
 Why do you think Alexey’s society acquaintances seem gleeful at his predicament?
5) What do you think about Betsy's advice to both Anna and Alexey?
* Anything else you'd like to discuss?
Final line:


He saw this in the subtle and malicious, taunting smile with which Betsy looked at him after he uttered this phrase.
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        coltee_cuckoldee (+5)

        I think she did not expect to survive childbirth (she had dreams about this as well). She probably asked Karenin for his forgiveness as she wanted to rectify her mistakes before dying. Now that she's still alive, she wants nothing to do with him and sees him as an obstacle in the way of her and Vronsky.
Yes, I'm surprised that the child has been neglected by Anna. This is such a tragic situation for everyone involved. I understand that Anna might be suffering from postpartum and Vronsky is recovering from a suicide attempt, however, Karenin seems to be cleaning the mess that the two have made. They brought a whole child to this world and don't seem to be too concerned about her at all.
It's a bit ironic that Karenin seems to be closer to Anna's love child as opposed to his own son. I think he realizes that his behavior has pushed Serezha away from him (there seems to be no affection between the two) and has decided to use this opportunity to build a healthy parent-child bond. I wonder how Serezha will feel about this situation in a few years. He's the biological son but his father only had time for his half sister. Karenin realizes that he's not expected to act in an affectionate manner with the baby but he can't help himself. I don't think he'll let others opinions affect his behavior this time around and he seems to have forgiven both Anna and Vronsky so he doesn't resent their kid.
I feel so bad for Karenin. He seems to be an introvert and his only flaw is his inability to befriend others. A lot of women in society seem to have been resentful of Anna and they seem to be happy about her downfall.
I get bad vibes from Betsy. She clearly does not like Karenin and seems to be working overtime in order to destroy his marriage. I don't think she wants the best for Vronsky either- who would encourage their cousin to destroy their reputation and run after a married woman? I get the feeling that she was jealous of Anna as the latter was charming and had a loyal husband and loving son. I wonder what Betsy's marriage looks like.
Favorite lines: He felt that everybody looked at him with questioning surprise without understanding him, expecting something from him; and especially he was aware of the insecurity and artificiality of his relation to his wife.


    


    
        helenofyork (+4)

        I am reading the Pevear & Volokhonsky edition. "Princess Elizaveta Fyodorovna Tverskoy" is announced by the footman upon her arrival. I assume it is the same for all editions.
Reading the sentence felt absolutely gross. Betsy is a terrible woman! A real snake. I wished that Karenin would throw her out on her ear but "propriety" keeps him enslaved to its dictates. She is bored and loving the drama that unfolds before her with the Anna+Vronsky affair. She is the one who needs to lose her place in society more than any other but I expect she will keep it.


    


    
        coltee_cuckoldee (+3)

        I'm sure that Anna will be ruined soon as she just had an illegitimate child and I won't be surprised if Betsy shuns her as well. I don't think Betsy would risk her reputation by hanging out with Anna even though she has encouraged her to throw herself in this situation.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+2)

        Yep I am getting snake in he grass from her too.


    


    
        Fontane15 (+2)

        Betsy is Vronsky’s cousin. It’s not like she’s going to be objective where he’s concerned.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+2)

        Oh I forgot that. Things make more sense now


    


    
        Pythias (+4)

         I think it's a bit of prejection on her part. Anna seemed as though she didn't want to died with regrets and I don't think she could stand it to die without her husband's forgiveness. But now that she's getting better she realizes that Alexey's forgiveness means nothing to her because she still wants to be with Vronsky.
 Yes but she's seemed selfish since the beginning so I don't really know why I'm surprised. At least Karenin seems to care about her which really surprised me!
 It makes me feel for Alexey. He's forgiven Anne even though she's completely in the wrong but it still does hurt his pride that he's in the awkward situation. It doesn't help that Princess Betsy is there some what mocking him.
 I don't know why but it's gross. I don't know how people can take pleasure in the situation or Anna's sickness. Alexey's life may have seems almost perfect before Anna's affair and maybe these people were jealous?
* I don't think Betsy gave sound advice at all. She may care for Anna but she clearly does not like Karenin.


    


    
        DernhelmLaughed (+3)

         Anna, Vronsky and Karenin had thought that Anna was going to die, so they tried to tie everything off in a neat bow in the last chapter. Anna dead, Vronsky too, and Karenin in the ecstacy of forgiveness. But Anna and Vronsky have survived, and Karenin's forgiveness may evaporate from jealousy, or resentment at gossip in their social circle. So all three are in an awkward position.
 Not surprised. I wasn't expecting any reaction from Anna.
 He might find acceptance and peace of mind if he let go of his social standing, but he's being goaded by other people's reactions into feeling ashamed of his acceptance of his cuckoldry.
 Seems to be schadenfreude. They are rubbernecking at the scene of an accident. This is all Karenin's POV, so may be unreliable.
* It makes a sort of sense for Anna and Vronsky to decide how to proceed, and to get real closure, since neither has the satisfaction of the finality of death.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+3)

        Schadenfreude was exactly what I wrote too. So appropriate for this sick group.


    


    
        EmpressPlotina (+3)

        Hi there, I am a year late and reading Anna Karenina independently. I have been enjoying the discussions from this subreddit a lot. I look them up after almost every chapter sometimes. I hope you don't mind if I answer the questions you posted. I appreciate the questions you posted for every chapter because it helps me think about the book more in depth.
1.  It is because she has been conditioned to hide her emotions from Alexei and is not used to how he is behaving now. I think that it must have been pretty hard for Anna, all those years, being married to someone who reacts badly to others showing emotions and affection. I wonder if she feels afraid to be genuine with him because of something that happened in the past (perhaps something as simple as him being rude and walking away after he sees her cry, or not being there for her during her previous pregnancy).
2. I'm not that surprised that she isn't showing an interest in her love child, because I think she is starting to regret the affair with Vronsky and feels ashamed. Maybe a parallel could be drawn to how Alexei hardened his heart to his son in his grief over the affair. It could be that Anna loves her baby but associates the child with her illness and the terrible situation that she got herself into.
3. I think it is sad but understandable that Alexei feels this way, because in those days people had fewer scruples about judging the wounded party when their spouse had an affair (well, I guess if a woman was cheated on that was less shameful and more normalized). Pride is also something that is important to Alexei. He is How-many-years-old and is letting his emotions in for the first time. He is someone who is afraid to be vulnerable, afraid to be punished for being vulnerable.
4. I am not sure why they seem gleeful at his predicament. Possibly they just find it entertaining? They don't seem like the kindest people in the world, but like a gaggle of mean girls.
5. I think Betsy definitely finds it entertaining to see people played out against one another. This could be the reason. I don't think anyone should do anything based on Betsy telling them to, regardless of whether it turns out to be a good decision or not, she is not advizing people for the right reasons.
I am now gonna read all the answers in this thread for the chapter. I wanted to write mine before being influences by what others said. Thanks for keeping this thread open.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+2)

        Anna seems to hate what Alexey represents which is her inability to live her fairytale life with Vronsky. I am not surprised she doesn’t show interest in her love child for the same reasons.
The society members see a scandal with Vronsky shooting himself for Anna and know she had his baby and yet Alexey stays with her and loves the baby.
It’s schadenfreude at its finest!
I think it would be good for the Karenins to have closure with Vronsky and good for his mental health as well. However I doubt Betsy is thinking this - she probably wants Anna to remember her love for Vronsky.


    

Part 4 - Chapter 20

    Discussion from r/yearofannakarenina (2023)

 What do you think is the real reason behind Anna's irritation towards her husband?
 Alexey’s priorities now are the dignity of his children, not being deprived of them, and not having to “change his situation”. What do you think is meant by the latter? And any ideas for what he can do to preserve all three?
 What about Anna, what do you think her priorities are?
 Do you think Alexey might change his mind and let Anna see Vronsky? Do you think he should?
* Anything else you'd like to discuss?
Final line:


But he felt helpless; he knew beforehand that every one was against him, and that he would not be allowed to do what seemed to him now so natural and right, but would be forced to do what was wrong, though it seemed the proper thing to them.

See you all on Monday!
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        Fontane15 (+7)

        Guilt. He’s taking another man’s child and raising it as his own, even giving her the protection of his name. He’s proven to be an honorable man, even more honorable than Vronsky because Alexey sees it as a duty and he’s big on fulfilling duty. He’s also forgiven Anna for her adultery and truly meant it in the moment, so he’s better than she thought.
I think it means he won’t divorce Anna. He’s providing Sereozha(?) and the baby with a family and dignity by not branding their mother as an adulterous cheater. He’s taking on the humiliation of having to be known as a pathetic cowardly husband so that they can have some dignity in the future. That’s real parental love, since we know he’s sacrificing the one thing most precious to him: reputation.
Anna intends to give Vronsky up. But I don’t think she can do it. She’s now hating on Karenin even more for forgiving her and the fact that she didn’t die and escape the awkward situation.


    


    
        helenofyork (+5)

        I think that once Alexei got over the pain of losing Anna to Vronsky and once he really accepted the fact that it was not because he, Alexei, was lacking, he was able to train his focus on what matters: the babies.
That poor infant girl being starved should be more of a focus but Anna retains center-stage.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+4)

        Anna just wants her fairytale life with Vronksy and none of this painful nonsense.
I feel for Alexey not wanting a divorce because he knows it will ruin Anna. And he seems to really care about the kids. It’s a no win situation because he will look like an ass if he left her now and he looks like a coward if he stays.
She is not mentally stable. Vronsky is not mentally stable. And he knows those two idiots can’t care for two kids. So he really is stuck and looks like a fool to society.
I think Alexey would let her see Vronksy. I feel like he already told her she could. He even thinks that it may be okay for their affair to resume as long as it doesn’t impact him or his relationship with the kids.


    


    
        DernhelmLaughed (+2)

        

he knows it will ruin Anna.

Yes, it surprised me. I got the sense that he actually cared how Anna would suffer from the fallout, but I also think Karenin's going to quickly prioritize his own reputation if the gossip gets a little too loud.
Agree that Anna and Vronsky are - checks your comment - idiots.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+2)

        He is a conundrum to me. He has strong morals and wants to do the right thing always. But he is selfish in wanting to protect his reputation above all things. I guess I can’t blame him. Anna ruined his life by having a “serious” affair and trying to get out of her marriage because of it. (I do feel for her lack of choices during these times too.)


    


    
        DernhelmLaughed (+2)

        Yeah, Anna has very few choices, and what's keeping her in her unhappy position is not a choice. It's not even inertia, it's negative consequences for deviating from her "respectable" position.


    


    
        scholasta (+4)

        God I really feel for Alexei. This is all pretty harrowing


    


    
        Pythias (+4)

         Anna's mad at herself. She wants to have her cake and eat it too. I think it's clear that Anna still feels for Vronsky but because she begged for her husbands forgiveness she can't go back to Vronsky.
 Alexey's got the upper hand in this love triangle. Anna's declared that she doesn't want to see Vronsky (even though he attempted suicide), Vronsky is a mess and Alexey seems to be the only one who's thinking of the children. Alexey's in a position to call the shots and I think that he just wants to keep Anna in his life along with both the kids. I think he still worries about his reputation and along with the kids I don't think anything else matters. Even the lack of Anna's love.
 I'm really not liking Anna. She just seems to want Vronsky but knows that she can't go back to him and is lashing out at Karenin because of it.
 I could totally see him doing so, so long as Anna kept the affair secret and kept it secret that the baby girl is Vronsky's. This is such a mess.


    


    
        coltee_cuckoldee (+3)

        She wants to go back to Vronsky and now that she's begged for her husband's forgiveness, she probably feels foolish and resents him even more.
I think he does not want to separate from Anna. He wants to live with her and the kids as a family with no change to his reputation/career. I think the only way he can preserve all 3 is by allowing the affair to continue. I think Anna will do anything to go back to Vronsky and I won't be surprised if she neglects both her kids this time.
Anna seems to understand that she needs to be with her husband in order to lead a drama-free life but she refuses to do so. Her only priority right now is Vronsky- she's clearly losing it after hearing about his unsuccessful attempt. I just feel bad for Karenin and the two kids- it's clear that Anna doesn't care about them at all. I get the feeling that she's more obsessed with the idea of being pursued by Vronsky (he's a handsome bachelor so it must have been a huge ego boost when he dumped Kitty and neglected his career for her, a married woman) than Vronsky himself.
I think he will let Anna see Vronsky but he'll definitely resent her when he sees how she neglects her kids. I don't think he has a choice at this point. Anna doesn't care about anything at the moment so he cannot force her to stay away from Vronsky. If he wants to have some semblance of a happy family life, he will have to go along with this. The lines which described his hopelessness and helplessness regarding this situation ("He considered it better for Anna to break off her relations with Vronsky ...") were so sad.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+3)

        

I get the feeling that she's more obsessed with the idea of being pursued by Vronsky (he's a handsome bachelor so it must have been a huge ego boost when he dumped Kitty and neglected his career for her, a married woman) than Vronsky himself.

This is so true. Thank you for reminding us of Anna’s intentions.


    


    
        DernhelmLaughed (+2)

         Anna is probably chafing under his forgiveness and condescension. Karenin feels validated in the failure of the affair, yet still retains all the qualities which repulsed Anna, and which drove her into Vronsky's arms.
 I wonder if he frames the narrow escape he recently had, not in terms of Anna's death, but in regards to the near ruination of his reputation. Is that how Karenin has prioritized the dangers to "his situation"?
 You'd think that a near death experience would prompt her to cast off the shackles of married life and embrace her passion with Vronsky, but no, she's also regretting her failure as a wife.
 It sounds like he might even pity them enough to let them continue the affair, so great is his bliss in forgiveness. Gossip will take a shine off that right quick.


    

Part 4 - Chapter 21

    Discussion from r/yearofannakarenina (2023)

 What did you think of Stepan and Betsy's flirty moment?
 Was Stepan's analysis of Anna's situation accurate, or oversimplified?
 When Stiva previously learned Alexey was planning a divorce (4.8), he reacted with dismay, tried to delay him and get his wife to talk him out of it. Why does he now appear to be for it?
 Betsy said the whole city is talking about this. She appears to be on Anna’s side and critical of Alexey’s inaction. Do you think this is representative of general opinion? Are there voices more critical of Anna we have yet to be exposed to?
 What do you think Anna means when she says she hates Alexey for his virtues? Is there a way Alexey could act that would result in anything other than her hatred of him?
 What do you make of Anna’s fixation with death?
* Anything else you'd like to discuss?
Final line:


Anna looked at him with dreamy, shining eyes, and said nothing.



17 Comments


    
        yearofbot (+1)

        Past years discussions:
- 2019-11-21
- 2021-05-02
I am a bot, and this action was performed automatically. Please contact the moderators of this subreddit if you have any questions or concerns.


    


    
        Cautiou (+4)

        

When Stiva previously learned Alexey was planning a divorce (4.8), he reacted with dismay, tried to delay him and get his wife to talk him out of it. Why does he now appear to be for it?

Russian laws of that time allowed divorce only in case of infidelity and the guilty party was not allowed to remarry.
Earlier, Karenin wanted to prove Anna's infidelity which would leave her disgraced and unable to marry Vronsky even after the divorce with Karenin.
Now Stiva and Betsy speak about divorce by fake adultery that was quite common in society and already alluded to, for example in Karenin's conversation with the lawyer. They want Karenin to agree to have false witnesses testify in court about him being an adulterer instead of Anna. This would let Anna marry Vronsky.


    


    
        helenofyork (+3)

        Just when you think that Betsy, Stiva, Anna and Vronsky could not sink any lower. Yes,  I could see them making poor Alexei perjure himself and make himself out to be an adulterer and hypocrite just so that THEY come out unscathed!
&#x200B;
This made me laugh out loud!


...having told her a heap of such unseeming drivel that she no longer knew whether to laugh or be angry, Stepan Arkadyich went to his sister.



    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+2)

        My translation says "unseemly nonsense." I think I prefer "drivel."


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+3)

        Thank you, this is great background. I hadn’t caught on to the part where the guilty party can’t remarry.


    


    
        coltee_cuckoldee (+2)

        I know it was probably mentioned in the previous chapters but I did not understand why Alexei would falsely (and willingly) admit to adultery. He would be disgraced and Anna and Vronsky would get their fairytale ending.


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+3)

        Stepan and Betsy are self centered people who apparently will flirt with any willing partner. I don't think it means anything, except to remind us of that fact.
Stepan is right about Anna's situation in that she feels trapped and wants out. There's no need for him to analyze it further. His initial reaction to Alexey's wanting a divorce was before he understood Anna's state of mind.
Betsy is a nasty woman and I don't think she's on anyone's side but her own. I would be interested to know how she speaks to others about Anna.
Anna is mentally disturbed, so her thought processes aren't necessarily rational. However, I think it really bothers her that she can't hate Alexey for actually doing anything wrong. She just can't stand being around him. Did she feel such an aversion to him before Vronsky became infatuated with her? And she probably fixates on death because it's the only thing that would get her out of her dilemma without having to actually deal with it. (It's the same reason Alexey was rather hoping she'd die; it would resolve the seemingly unresolvable problems.) However, I recall that when she thought she was actually dying, she feared death.
Why is Anna's hair cropped short?


    


    
        helenofyork (+3)

        I think Anna's hair was cropped short because she was dying. It would decrease perspiration and leave her more comfortable. Even if it is summer (no idea what season it is in the book) the fires would be on high to keep her warm. Also who could wash and untangle her hair when she is in such a sick state?
I found the cropped head detail interesting.


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+3)

        It's winter. A few chapters back when Karenin met Stiva on the street in Moscow, they were shaking the snow off their feet.


    


    
        coltee_cuckoldee (+3)

        Your attention to detail is unbelievable, bluejay!


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+3)

        I picture the scenes while I'm reading, and I remembered that one as winter. I had to go back and reread it to see why.


    


    
        helenofyork (+2)

        Thank you!


    


    
        coltee_cuckoldee (+3)

        I'm not surprised at all. Stiva will do his own thing even if everything around him is in shambles. I do like this quality of his where he remains relaxed in all kinds of situations since he knows that his social skills/charm are enough to get him out of trouble.
I think Stiva's analysis was accurate. Anna seems to be going back and forth between remaining married to her husband and running away with Vronsky. I get the feeling that Anna's afraid that Vronsky might dump her after she abandons everything for him. This is why she does not want a divorce and why she blames Karenin (although she's probably relieved that he is standing in the way between her and Vronsky and therefore she won't have to risk abandoning everything for Vronsky).
Stiva reacted with dismay as he probably believed that Anna would be ruined in society and there would be no one to financially support her and her child (Stiva himself is in debt so he cannot fund her as well). Now that he sees how miserable she is, he seems to support it.
I do think there are many voices (example: Lydia) who would support Karenin. I'm surprised that she suggested that Karenin should take Anna away in order to alleviate this situation. I don't think Anna would be too pleased if that were too happen- she might become even more erratic.
She just needs to blame someone for her unhappiness and is therefore blaming her husband. She knows that he is too kind to retaliate or treat her badly even after everything.
In the previous part, a few commentators did mention that Anna won't survive. I do agree with this prediction. She's dreamt of dying and had a near death experience. She also has now realized that this situation will end with her death (something that had crossed Karenin's mind as well).


    


    
        Pythias (+3)

         I think it's very much in character of the two to flirt with each other.
 I think it was pretty accuarte. Anna's in a position where she'll be taken care of along with both her children all she has to do is cut Vronsky out of her life. I don't think Karenin is asking for much and that's why in Stiva's mind the question is simple. Can Anna live with Alexey?
 I think that he believes Anna will hurt herself to the point of death if she does stay with Alexey and that's why he is in support of divorce now.
 I don't thing everyone in town is taking Anna's side. Vronksy's mother and brother come to mind but I'm not sure that they are "in town" but I'm sure there are people who share their sentiments.
 Because Anna is now completely in the wrong. Alexey has forgiven her for Anna for her mistakes and just wants to move on with their lives. But Anna wants Alexey to be pissed and make things harder on her so she can play the victim. Now that it's not looking to go in that direction she seems to want to commit suicide.
 Anna just wants an easy way out and to have the sympathy of her social circle. It seems to me that Anna can't handle being the bad guy.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+2)

        Well, we are getting lots of what feels like foreshadowing of Anna wanting to die and her mental instability. This section is going to be a tough read….
I think Stiva originally didn’t want Anna to be left as a divorced woman but now sees that she is a mess and needs to move on. The only way she seems to want to do that is be with Vronsky.
I am guessing that the opinions of the social circles are driven by Betsy herself and what she has been reporting back as first hand info/her opinions of Anna and Vronksy.
Anna hates that Alexey wants to stay married. I don’t understand how this solves her problems. She can be with Vronsky but not married and he is having serious mental health issues. So I don’t think he can care for her. So she will just be his mistress with no income or security and two kids?


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+2)

        I don't think she'll have the kids. Alexey won't agree to that.


    


    
        Fontane15 (+2)

        I wonder if there is a reason, besides a way out of this situation, that she is so fixated on death. Like maybe there was some kind of complication with her first pregnancy and the doctors/midwives told her that another pregnancy could result in her death?


    

Part 4 - Chapter 22

    Discussion from r/yearofannakarenina (2023)

 How do you explain Stepan's awkwardness when he initiates the discussion with Alexey?
 What did you think of the contrast between Stepan’s simplicity and Alexey’s thoughtfulness?
 Do you think Alexey’s assumption is true that Anna and Vronsky wouldn't last long together?
 Has Alexey's decision to take the blame and grant Anna a divorce shaken your opinion of him?
* Anything else you'd like to discuss?
Final line:


"But I’ll work it out better than that," he said to himself with a smile.
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        coltee_cuckoldee (+4)

        I guess he was afraid that Karenin would reject his idea. It must be awkward if you have to convince your brother-in-law to fake adultery in order to let your sister marry her lover.
In the last chapter's discussion, I said that Stiva understood the situation well but now, I believe that he's oversimplifying things. I can't believe that he was lighthearted enough to think about jokes after this discussion.
I agree with Alexei. I'm sure that Vronsky would find someone else and ditch Anna for her. He'll probably marry another woman (one who was not previously married) and he'll pretty much forget Anna and his daughter. I doubt that Anna would find someone else.
I hope he doesn't do it. I understand that he probably doesn't see the point of doing things to hurt Anna and he's trying to make life easier for her, but this indicates a lack of self-respect. He's willing to throw everything away- even his kids, just because he's too tired to fight.


    


    
        Eclectic_Canadian (+3)

        I’m just starting here in this discussion thread, but after reading through a few of the most recent posts I’m surprised to see that many are perceiving Karenin as noble through this whole mess.
I’m not saying Anna has acted as a saint and should be looked up to, but Karenin hasn’t seemed to act in a benevolent way throughout the situation.
To me, and maybe this is the result of a different translation (I have Maude), every move Karenin makes is out of self interest but he convinces himself through some shallow understanding of religion or morality that it is the right thing to do. Whether it is planning to ruin Anna or spare her, it always seems like a decision calculated on what’s best for Karenin’s career.
I’d love to hear someone’s opinion on why they believe Karenin’s actions and behaviour are righteous!


    


    
        scholasta (+7)

        Karenin’s situation is incredibly rough. Sure he was maybe a stern and boring husband, but all the same, he was her husband. He got cucked. He begged her not to embarrass him (she did anyway) and begged her not to continue with the affair (she did anyway). He kept his unfaithful wife is in his house, while she was in love with her lover, while carrying her lover’s child
Any particle of compassion that he managed to hold for Anna at any point since he started to suspect her infidelity, even if fleeting, is far more than I would have in his position. I don’t think his moral and religious considerations are shallow. Bro is trying to figure out what he is supposed to do in a terrible situation, and is ruminating on it from all angles as he tries to make a decision. Sure part of that is self interest, but so what? Everyone makes decisions in self interest. What is he supposed to do, to be a moral actor, in your eyes? He repeatedly stated his boundaries and Anna repeatedly broke them. Anyone’s patience would wear thin in that position. Anyone would start focussing on their own interests
At this stage, Karenin is by far my favourite character


    


    
        Fontane15 (+4)

        I would also add that the one really noble thing I think Karenin has done, he does not seem to hold Anna's adultery against the baby. He's offered to raise the baby as his own and care for her, while Anna is actually the one who is irritated by the sight of her daughter. You'd think that Anna would adore her child with Vronsky and Karenin would hate the site of her lover's child, but it's the opposite.


    


    
        Pythias (+3)

        

he does not seem to hold Anna's adultery against the baby.

I agree and am so surprised that it's Karen that seems most invested in the baby girl. Has Vronsky even seen her?


    


    
        Eclectic_Canadian (+2)

        I agree that seemed to be the biggest redeeming moment for his character to me. Seemed like the only thing that he did to help others rather than his career


    


    
        Pythias (+3)

        

At this stage, Karenin is by far my favourite character.

I'm with you and for all the reasons you've stated.


    


    
        Eclectic_Canadian (+2)

        I’m by no means indicating that Anna has acted in a righteous way at all. But at every step it seemed that the most pressing item on Karenin’s mind was how others would perceive the situation. Not whether she was unfaithful, or how he could stop the affair once it was confirmed, or even what he was feeling emotionally himself. At first when he suspects the affair he even specifies that Anna can do what she likes but to not let it become something for others to talk about.
From Anna’s perspective, this is simply reinforcing her opinion of Karenin as a cold, heartless being that doesn’t love her but rather uses her for his own status. I don’t think given his response it should be surprising that she doesn’t end the affair. Even once Anna confirms the affair, Karenin’s pushes aside even his own feelings in favour of what will look best in society.
This isn’t an emotional or angry man heartbroken by an unfaithful wife. To me he is a man whose primary focus is to advance his position in society and his wife is just an object that helps him towards that goal. I would be much more sympathetic to an emotional response than a calculated one aimed at advancing his place in society at the detriment of figuring out his marriage.
A good contrast is Oblonsky and his wife at the beginning of the book. His wife is deeply hurt by the affair and forgives her husband because she is convinced that the family can once again be happy together as the relationship can be repaired. I never saw that same emotional response from Karenin, nor the interest in repairing the marriage.
Thank you for responding with your perspective. It’s very interesting to see how other people perceive the characters as they read through.


    


    
        scholasta (+3)

        Yes I love that we can all read the same book and interpret things differently! It’s what makes these subreddits so great


But at every step it seemed that the most pressing item on Karenin’s mind was how others would perceive the situation. Not whether she was unfaithful, or how he could stop the affair once it was confirmed, or even what he was feeling emotionally himself. […] This isn’t an emotional or angry man heartbroken by an unfaithful wife. To me he is a man whose primary focus is to advance his position in society and his wife is just an object that helps him towards that goal. I would be much more sympathetic to an emotional response than a calculated one aimed at advancing his place in society at the detriment of figuring out his marriage.

I agree that Karenin is not being emotional and doesn’t strike one as heartbroken and pathetic. He’s not exactly being like Dolly. He doesn’t seem heartbroken. He’s not exactly crying in the shower
But that doesn’t mean he hasn’t been deeply disrespected and that he isn’t grieving his marriage in his own way.


A good contrast is Oblonsky and his wife at the beginning of the book. His wife is deeply hurt by the affair and forgives her husband because she is convinced that the family can once again be happy together as the relationship can be repaired. I never saw that same emotional response from Karenin, nor the interest in repairing the marriage.

I don’t know if that if an analogous comparison on my reading
My impression was not that Oblonsky loved the maid, or that he even really liked her. Rather that he succumbed to a physical temptation (she was a fresh bun and his wife was a stale loaf of bread, or whatever his comparison was). In one of the early chapters I recall he even said something like, he had thought that Dolly would have suspected that he had some affairs and kept quiet about it. The early chapters show Stiva immediately seeking Dolly’s forgiveness and wanting to fix things
To me, the Anna-Vronsky affair is much more emotional and a deeper betrayal. Anna and Vronsky are clearly in love beyond mere physical attraction. Anna gets found out, she continues the affair. She is begged to stop, she continues the affair. This is a step beyond Stiva’s mistakes in my eyes


    


    
        helenofyork (+3)

        I don't see Alexei as a man who has real options. He could have left Anna immediately and no one would have faulted him - even nowadays! He would have been almost a martyr, a victim of bad wife. Alexei is respected at work and in society. This is primarily why I see him as a man who wants to keep his wife and marriage. (This may very well be projection.) His life was well-ordered and now is turned upside-down.


    


    
        Eclectic_Canadian (+2)

        I agree that he could have left Anna immediately and it would have been a more noble act, especially in the eyes of society. For those of us that have the advantage of knowing Karenin’s intentions however, it seems like he is not upset due to his wife’s unfaithfulness, but rather the prospects of his position in society being tainted due to the affair. This is the exact cold, calculating approach that I think led to Anna’s affair in the first place.
Reading how he reacted each step along the way of his wife’s divorce made it hard for me to sympathize with him when the breakdown of his relationship isn’t what hurt him.


    


    
        Fontane15 (+3)

        I think that Alexey is right and that Anna and Vronsky won't last long together. Vronsky was a playboy. They would already have had to contend with her son, her lowered status in society, and the impacts of this affair on his career. Karenin is pretty respected in society. That can't be good for Vronsky. Anna hasn't really had to sacrifice time with her son or her place in society yet, because Karenin is still giving her the protection of a wife. But if she abandons him to go with Vronsky that's got to change how people see her.
I think Karenin is regretting forgiving Anna. He meant it at the time, because Anna was convinced she was dying. But now he has forgiven his wife for cheating on him and still has to deal with her resentment and hatred. I've never been in a position to forgive someone for adultery, but I imagine it's a lot harder when the guilty party still acts awful towards you.


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+2)

        Vronsky was a playboy, but Tolstoy has tried very hard to convince us that he really loves Anna. He's already suffered financially because of his devotion, with his mother withdrawing her support.
I have trouble believing that an actual person would change that much, but it's Tolstoy's story.
I don't think that he would leave her.


    


    
        Fontane15 (+2)

        True. But aside from the financial loss, Vronsky and Anna are going to have troubles ahead. Betsy and her friends may talk liberally, but I don’t think they will publicly support them if they decide to continue together, if Anna and Alexey divorce.


    


    
        helenofyork (+3)

        Alexei's letter was sad for me. I think he is afraid to tell Anna because he knows her reply. Instead he has to get it out in print. He even let Stiva read it. So sad.


    


    
        DernhelmLaughed (+3)

        Stiva, who has emerged relatively unscathed from his own marital infidelity, is not going to give an unbiased opinion on Anna and Karenin's marriage, and certainly not likely to advocate against his sister. Stiva also has a careless attitude towards the damage he did to his wife. Karenin, on the other hand, is the cheated on spouse, and has far more agency than Dolly. For Karenin to be considering options to spare Anna and his son's social standing is an acknowledgement of Karenin's power over them.


    


    
        Pythias (+3)

         I think Stepan is confident when it comes to speaking to people and trying to convince them of something. He's so charming that it's easy for him to do. But in this case, trying to convince Alexey to apply for divorce, I think that Stepan knows he's taking advantage of Alexey's forgiveness and the fact that he still loves Anna.
 Alexey thinks things out, Stepan does not and is impulsive.
 I think there is a truth to it. They're both so over dramatic that getting what they want might not be all it is cracked up to be. Vronsky was getting annoyed by Anna's jealousy before the the near death experience.
 No, it's just made me feel for him even more. I hate the situation. I hate what Anna and Vronsky have done to him.
* I wasn't really fond of Karen but more in a way as I just found him a bit rigid. But ever since he's forgiven Anna, he's really grown on me and I feel for him. I'm on his side and I'm rooting for his happiness.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+3)

        I am shook by Alexey. His letter to her was so beautiful! He is so amazingly generous with her now and reaches deep into his faith and soulfulness to do the right thing for her. I wish he had been a better husband to her before all this. If he cared this much, she probably wouldn’t have stepped out on him.
I agree that Alexey is right and Vronsky would throw her away in a few years if she was not his legal wife.


    

Part 4 - Chapter 23

    Discussion from r/yearofannakarenina (2023)

 How does Vronsky's failed suicide clarify things for him with regards to Anna and Alexey?
 > Our love, if it could be stronger, will be strengthened by there being something terrible in it," he said, lifting his head and parting his strong teeth in a smile.
Do you agree with Vronsky? Why or why not?
 What did you think about Vronsky's sudden change of mind about his career?
 What did you think of Vronsky thinking Anna's son doesn't matter? Also, what about their daughter?
 What do you make of the contrast between the impulsive way Anna and Vronsky make their decisions and the deliberate way Alexey makes his?
 Will Anna find happiness in Italy with Vronsky? What will become of Sergey?
* Anything else you'd like to discuss?
Final line:


A month later Alexey Alexandrovitch was left alone with his son in his house at Petersburg, while Anna and Vronsky had gone abroad, not having obtained a divorce, but having absolutely declined all idea of one.
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        coltee_cuckoldee (+3)

        He's still a bit humiliated by having to face Karenin but it looks like he believes that his suicide attempt absolves him a bit. He's come to terms with the fact that his romance with Anna has ended and that he has no place in that marriage.
I don't really understand what Vronsky meant by this. Maybe he thinks that the terrible things they've gone through as a couple (having to hide the affair, Anna's near death experience, Vronsky's failed suicide attempt) prove that they are in it for good. Their love can only grow stronger as they've remained together through more hardship.
I do think that he will regret this decision later on as it will negatively impact his career. He will then blame Anna for it.
It shows that Vronsky was never going to play stepfather. He's not interested in keeping Anna happy, he just enjoys the passion for the time being. I don't think he cares about his daughter either. If he does act responsible for her, it's probably because he feels a bit shameful and understands that Karenin should not be responsible for his love child.
This relationship is clearly not going to end well. As Alexei predicted previously, he's either going to ditch her for someone else or she's going to realize that he never truly loved her. It was just a passionate, sexually charged affair for him. I think Alexei might get a happy ending of some sort- now that Serezha has been left behind, maybe they will develop some form of a relationship.
I think they will be happy initially but I'm sure Vronsky will start resenting her soon. He'll either blame her for the downfall of his career or he might feel insecure as she refuses to divorce Karenin. He knows at some level that she's got one foot out the door. If this relationship falls apart, Anna will go back to Karenin (her safety net). I think Serezha will resent his mother as well- remember how worried Anna was about leaving him when she went to fix Stiva's marriage? The difference is night and day.
Anna is so confused (and confusing). She despises Karenin and wants to be with Vronsky but is now refusing to divorce her husband? She is going to end up losing both of these men. It's so sad to see her downfall and the effects of it on those around her.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+2)

        

I think they will be happy initially … he might feel insecure as she refuses to divorce Karenin. He knows at some level that she's got one foot out the door. If this relationship falls apart, Anna will go back to Karenin (her safety net).

This is a great point. I didn’t even consider it. I figured she was being altruistic and not wanting to humiliate Alexey (and also probably in a hurry to escape him and not wanting to deal with the process).  But you are right. She will try to go back to him if this fails. I wouldn’t blame vronsky for being insecure.


    


    
        BertieTheReader (+3)

        Can someone please explain why Anna refused the divorce? Would it not have been easier to obtain a divorce and live/marry Vronksy? Also, she states the reason as Karenin’s “generosity,” not that she would no longer have access to her son.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+2)

        I think when there is a divorce, one party has to be found at fault and that party can never marry again. So if Alexey wanted to lie and say he had an affair (this is what he told her he was willing to do for her), it would ruin his reputation and possibly his career as well as go against his morals. Plus he could never marry again.
He originally was going to file and have her at fault but he would need proof. And it would require that she never marry again. He was worried it would taint her and Vronsky wouldn’t want to stay with someone he couldn’t marry. Hence he offered to take the blame and “save” her. She turned him down on his very generous offer.


    


    
        BertieTheReader (+3)

        But why did Anna refuse the divorce when she was getting everything that she wanted including custody of her son?


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+2)

        I guess it turns out she has some kind of conscience after all? This would mean she didn’t want to hurt Alexey any further.
Or as someone here suggested that maybe she wanted to keep her options open and keep Alexey on the hook as a backup plan if Vronsky didn’t work out?
I guess it depends if you find her a sympathetic woman or desperate/calculating. What do you think?


    


    
        BertieTheReader (+5)

        I read an analysis by Gary Saul Morson about this, which states that Anna didn’t want to be indebted to Alexei. The story she told herself was that he was a cold machine incapable of love, if she accepted his offer of divorce it would go against what she had convinced herself of him and used to justify her affair with Vronksy. It would be acknowledging that he was more than human, that he was capable of more love and forgiveness than an ordinary person. By allowing herself to refuse the divorce she can tell herself and others that she had to choose between her love for Vronksy and her son, and that she couldn’t love her husband because he was a machine.
My totally unrelated question to you is: how are you finding the Maude translation? Was there a specific reason you chose this translation?


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+2)

        Wow. I think that analysis is interesting and probably spot on. Thanks for sharing!
I chose Maude only because it was free on my kindle. I like it so far and the translation seems to make sense. Once in a while something doesn’t click with me and I ask the folks here what their translation said. But rarely.


    


    
        BertieTheReader (+3)

        I love the Maude translation. Despite what anyone says I think it’s the best or atleast the second best translation that exists.


    


    
        Pythias (+2)

         Vronsky's failed suicide attempt seems to have finally brought some humility to him. And he finally sees himself as the bad guy of the situation. So much so that he's willing to cut off contact with Anna and that kind of surprised me.
 I think that Vronsky feels that because they came out on top of this affair that nothing can tear apart their love. I kind of hope he's wrong because I'm spiteful towards Anna and Vronsky.
 It felt very much in character. I feel like Vronsky and Anna don't think through and that they're both a bit melodramatic.
 This is the thing that makes me so mad at both Anna and Vronsky. They don't care who they hurt in the process of their affair. And they still get what they want. It's like rewarding negative behavior. It's what made me respect Karenin. He's lost so much but he still cares about the kids despite not being close to his son. It's respectful.
 Anna and Vronsky are selfish so it's no surprise that they are impulsive. Karenin does not just think about his reputation but his son and Anna! He's still worried about what will happen to her reputation even though she can't even look at him.
 I think they'll both being flying high in the honeymoon stage because everything seems to working in their favor. But things will not stay like that and when trouble hits then again I think their relationship will fall apart. I don't think Anna deserves her kids. I just want the kids and Karenin to be happy.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+2)

        

I think they'll both being flying high in the honeymoon stage because everything seems to working in their favor. But things will not stay like that and when trouble hits then again I think their relationship will fall apart.

I agree with this. We will see a great time in Italy as they are finally together. And then the impulsive decisions will weigh on them. My money is on Vronsky becoming depressed again and not knowing how to support her and their daughter. Also he feel he was missing out. He will want her as a young mistress which is how their honeymoon would have been, not as the mom she now is.


    


    
        Pythias (+2)

        

Also he feel he was missing out. He will want her as a young mistress which is how their honeymoon would have been, not as the mom she now is.

Yes, I agree on both points.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+2)

        Vronsky’s suicide attempt clarified that he would rather die than be without Anna. I agree this is pretty compelling that their relationship will be stronger given all that has transpired - her near death, his suicide attempt and Karenin’s knowledge and acceptance of it all.
I think Vronksy will soon be out of money if he has no job and his mom is not supporting him. I do understand after such a tragic event, he would feel the need to shake up his life and create more meaning.
What a way to end the chapter. They run off, leave her son with Alexey and no divorce. I guess they took their daughter. I suppose this was Anna’s version of a compromise.
I don’t think this will turn out well for Anna. Given we have almost half a book left, our title character is likely due for some more twist and turns.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+2)

        Interesting reminder of how Part 4 and this situation has progressed.
https://www.reddit.com/r/thehemingwaylist/comments/e0huqt/anna_karenina_part_4_chapter_23_discussion_post/f8e98st/?utm_source=share&utm_medium=ios_app&utm_name=ioscss&utm_content=1&utm_term=1&context=3


    


    
        helenofyork (+2)

        Thank you, this was helpful.


    


    
        Fontane15 (+2)

        I think it clarifies for himself that his side of the love is strong. But he’s still being selfish by dismissing her concerns: I.e her son. If he’s seriously considering a future with Anna it needs to include her son in some way.
Anna and Vronsky seem to think of the consequences later, after they’ve done the thing. Karenin thinks of all his options, potential consequences included, before deciding. I think it’s more of a freeing thing to do it Karenin’s way. He’s willingly choosing an option and the consequences of it, while they are being forced on Anna despite her wishes.
Italy seems like a vacation to me. All the problems Anna and Vronsky are avoiding in Russia will be there once they get back. Anna has shut off any idea of a divorce, but she’s once again not thinking of what will happen once she returns to Russia, the impact of this on her son and daughter, and how no job no inheritance will affect Vronsky.


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+2)

        Vronsky has cast himself as the tragic hero, giving up all for his honor and his love. I still don’t believe in this character, which annoys me because I prefer books in which the characters act as I think real people act. But it’s Tolstoy’s story, so whatever.
I wonder what would have happened to Anna and Alexey if Betsy hadn’t found Vronsky and stirred everything up again. Vronsky would have been off soldiering in Tashkent, which appears to be over by Afghanistan. Would the Karenins have settled into a loveless but respectable life as a family of four? I suspect Karenin would have been pleased and Anna very depressed.
So in the end Anna and Vronsky go abroad, without Seryozha and I think without the baby. They would have needed a nurse for the baby, and the romantic escape would just not have been the same.


    

Part 5 - Chapter 1

    Discussion from r/yearofannakarenina (2023)

Congratulations on reaching 500 pages!
 Levin was surprised that Kitty had her own ideas for the future. Does this shake his previously stated fantasy about his future wife, and will it pose a problem?
 How much longer do you think Levin’s euphoric state will last?
 What did you think of the priest’s words on faith and doubt?
 Levin feels something impure in his soul that he has previously noticed and disliked in others, like Sviyazhsky. What do you think it is?
* Anything else you'd like to discuss?
Final line:


To explain to Stepan Arkadyevitch the state of excitement in which he found himself, he said that he was happy like a dog being trained to jump through a hoop, who, having at last caught the idea, and done what was required of him, whines and wags its tail, and jumps up to the table and the windows in its delight.
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        sunnydaze7777777 (+4)

        This was a very rich chapter. I really enjoyed the writing.
Levin will continue to be surprised by Kitty’s independent thoughts. He had a preconceived notion that she would just follow whatever he wanted. He didn’t have a good role model in his family. But I have hopes that he will learn this is not how relationships work and he will come around to not being a problem.  I do think his euphoria will end when he realizes Kitty has her own needs and desires on how to run a house - what he considers his house.
I enjoyed the religious talk. I can sympathize with Levin not buying into the religion but doing it because it’s expected of him for his wedding- like a performing monkey or dog. I think he handled it well and he stayed true to himself.
I think the argument from each side was a bit circular.  Levin - I don’t know what created all these amazing things. Priest - well if you don’t have a better answer than you must believe our well thought out answer. Levin - no thanks.
I think Levin recognizes the impurity in his soul which is his lack of conviction in an opinion on the topic of faith and God. He is just saying things for social reasons and repeating phrases much like Sviyazhsky.
Levin doesn’t do anything half-ass so I expect a full section on his pursuit of understanding God and faith.


    


    
        coltee_cuckoldee (+2)

        

Levin doesn’t do anything half-ass so I expect a full section on his pursuit of understanding God and faith.

This did not even cross my mind. He'll probably spend this entire part understanding religion and then will go back to being agnostic at the end.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+2)

        I agree. It’s like the farming chapters again. Tolstoy seems to enjoy using Levin as a soapbox for his political views. I think Tolstoy wrote on religion and was ultimately ex communicated from the Catholic church. So it could get interesting.


    


    
        Fontane15 (+2)

        It would have been the Orthodox Church, not Catholic. Russia supports the Eastern Orthodox Church.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+2)

        Good correction - Orthodox Church not Catholic. Hopefully I will learn more as we go.


    


    
        Fontane15 (+2)

        You’re good! I just know that because my husband is interested in the differences between the Catholic and Orthodox churches.


    


    
        coltee_cuckoldee (+3)

        I do think it will pose a problem soon. He cannot comprehend that Kitty is a whole person with her own ideas and feelings. She just seems to exist in order to fulfill the role of a wife for him.
I'm sure he'll throw a tantrum within a week of his marriage (if not earlier than that). His current attitude is a bit concerning especially the part where he believes that his joy is the chief purpose of existence. The way he's letting others (Oblonsky, Sergei and the Princess) handle his work might cause a problem if they do something in a manner he does not approve. I won't be surprised if he's disappointed by the way Oblonsky (who seems to be inept when it comes to his own duties) has arranged the countryside home.
I liked how the priest was so non-judgemental and that probably helped Levin the most in that situation.
I think he's becoming more self aware. He seems to be understanding that people are not just black and white.


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+3)

        I’m also suspicious of Stiva’s competence in arranging a household. I actually don’t know why he was needed at all; Agafea Mihalovna should be able to handle it.


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+3)

        Levin’s idealized Kitty would have wanted what he wanted: a romantic honeymoon abroad, focusing only on each other. He was surprised when the actual Kitty was more practical, wanting to get on with her new life. And his euphoria may not last too long once they’re in the day to day household routine.
I don’t think Kitty has any romantic illusions about Levin. It will be interesting to see how they get along.
The lengthy description of the religious service was fascinating, and the old priest did a fine job of accepting Levin’s confession for what it was and giving him something to think about. Also credit to Levin for being honest.
I don’t know what he meant about Sviazhsky. He keeps showing up in the narrative and I’m beginning to think he represents something important but I don’t know what it is.


    


    
        Pythias (+2)

         I think so, I think that Levin's put Kitty on a pedestal and no one can live up to the expectations of imagination. I think this will cause problems in the future.
 Till the end of the honey moon stage. Levin is so tied to his emotions that once he and Kitty develop a routine in marriage life, reality is going to hit him hard and it may very well depress him.
 I really enjoyed it. I'm not religious but I'm not an atheist. I thought that the priest brought up some valid points. Especially because Levin hadn't thought of these scenarios till the priest presented him with them.
 I think that it's really his doubt. Throughout the novel Levin's doubt and indecisiveness plagues him. He's still doing it with his wedding planning. Because of this I think that it's hard for Levin to truly believe in something and have faith in something. I think that that's what he may sense in others too that he may dislike in others, the lack of pure faith/confidence in something or anything.
* I really enjoyed the last sentence of the chapter. Levin describing himself as a trained dog, at last learning the trick that was wanted of him. I thought that it was fitting considering he is happy letting everyone else make decisions for him and basically telling him what to do in this chapter.


    


    
        Fontane15 (+2)

        I also get the feeling Levin will eventually get depressed by the somewhat monotony of married life. For as much as Levin thinks, I was surprised he didn’t think of some of the things the priest brought up. Combined with his surprise about Kitty’s wants and he seems a little naive about relationships, marriage, and married life.


    


    
        DernhelmLaughed (+2)

        Levin overthinks everything, and his expectations are sometimes based on inadequate information, yet he is surprised when something does not go as predicted. Probably one of the biggest reasons for this is that he does not account for other people's wants and desires, nor their limitations. He did this with the peasant farmers and their crop output, and now he's projecting his expectations on Kitty without incorporating her desires.


    

Part 5 - Chapter 2

    Discussion from r/yearofannakarenina (2023)

 What do you think about Katavasov’s aversion to marriage, and the suggestion that Levin will have problems with his hunting and farming once he has a wife?
 What do you think of Levin’s fear of being stuck in an unhappy marriage?


Anything is better than endless unhappiness, disgrace, and infidelity!

 What do you think about Levin, panicking and visiting Kitty shortly before the ceremony? How did you find the conversation between them two?
 Will they all arrive at the wedding in time?
* Anything else you'd like to discuss?
Final line:


‘They have,’ answered Levin, and he told Kuzma to put out his clothes so he could get dressed.

See you all on Monday!
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        sunnydaze7777777 (+6)

        It reminded me of average male bonding/ribbing talk before the wedding. Your wife takes away your independence. Still happening hundreds of years later.
Levin had a right to be concerned Kitty was marrying him just to be married and didn’t love him. And that he didn’t have the full story on Vronksy. I am glad he talked with her but he certainly could have had this conversation much earlier in the process for everyone’s sanity.


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+5)

        It sounds like the way a typical bachelor party is described, minus the visit to a strip club of course. Just friends of the groom harassing him goodnaturedly about his impending loss of freedom. Levin, of course, lets it get to him and takes off to seek reassurance from Kitty. His insecurity isn't surprising, given the history with Vronsky and all. Nobody wants to be trapped in marriage, and we know from earlier discussions that women in Imperial Russia didn't have a lot of options.
Kitty successfully reassures him, and all is well.
I've noticed that Tolstoy often mentions Kitty's "truthful" eyes or face, and wondered if he really means she's truthful or just good at conveying the image. I might wonder less if he didn't occasionally refer to Anna's truthful nature.
Yes, I think the wedding will happen as scheduled, and then we get to the really interesting part.


    


    
        helenofyork (+3)

        I think that Tolstoy is telling us that Kitty is being truthful and that it's not just an act. I believe she has left her crush on Vronsky behind and does love Levin.


    


    
        coltee_cuckoldee (+5)

        Like others have mentioned, I think Katavasov was just cracking the typical misogynistic jokes. However, I do believe that Levin will face problems. He goes hunting/farming whenever he feels like it and now that he has a wife (and will probably soon have a family), he can't just ditch them anytime he'd like to. I don't think Kitty is interested in these past times either (he might be shocked to realize that she has hobbies of her own) and she'll likely not participate in them.
I get his fears but he is so insecure. I was shocked that he is still jealous of Vronsky after all this time.
I feel bad for Kitty. I have a feeling this might be a reoccurring thing for her where he'll get insecure (he'll either be jealous of Vronsky or realize that Kitty is not too fond of the countryside) and he'll take his frustrations out on her and she'll have to repeatedly ensure him that she's in love with him. She's so young and she'll have to deal with this while being so far away from her friends and family.
I think there might be a slight delay and Levin will panic as usual.


    


    
        Pythias (+2)

         He likes his independence, and there's a bit truth to it. It doesn't matter if Kitty gives Levin his independence, he's always going to have to keep her in mind when wanting to go out fishing or maybe even farming.
 I think it's a legitimate fear, especially since we've seen that Levin seems to have fantasized about marriage instead of thinking about the realities such as having to compromise when you come to a disagreement.
 I think Levin continues to put Kitty on a pedestal and it's not going to end well for him.
 I believe so.


    

Part 5 - Chapter 3

    Discussion from r/yearofannakarenina (2023)

 The crumpled shirt fiasco served to create some tension. Did you relate to the scenes in the church and the groom's preparation?
 What do you think about Kitty, waiting desperately for Levin to arrive?
 Do you think Stepan Arkadyevitch's assurance that things will be ok is reliable? Is he a good judge or is it just his default position?
 What did you think of how Levin handled the situation? What would you have done?
* Anything else you'd like to discuss?
Final line:


“It will come round, it will come round... I tell you.”
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        yearofbot (+1)
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        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+3)

        Since it turned out well, I took the shirt fiasco as comic relief. Is there ever a wedding where everything goes right? The day I was married the soloist got laryngitis and the flowers were delivered late.
Stepan is always optimistic. Sometimes he’s right.
Poor Kitty, though. They really could have used a phone. And lacking one, Levin should have sent a messenger to reassure her.


    


    
        DernhelmLaughed (+4)

        Good point, why didn't Levin think of contacting Kitty?


    


    
        helenofyork (+5)

        Too nervous!


    


    
        DernhelmLaughed (+6)

         It's pretty on brand for Levin to have given instructions to his underling, only for some unforeseen (by Levin) snag to stymie the entire affair.
 Girl, this is what you're going to marry. Get ready for a lifetime of unnecessary anxiety created by easily solvable "problems"..
 Stiva can't be jolted out of his default dispensation of useless platitudes unless it affects him personally, but he's correct in this instance. The crumpled shirt isn't a major issue, but Levin is going to work himself up into a lather.
 Levin, my dude, Wouldn't it be easier to just iron that crumpled shirt? Or do you think laundry just gets done by invisible elves in the night?


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+5)

        

•	⁠Girl, this is what you're going to marry. Get ready for a lifetime of unnecessary anxiety created by easily solvable "problems"..

So true! Isn’t that what weddings are for?- seeing how your soon to be life partner reacts at their most stressed.
And I totally agree on the laundry.


    


    
        coltee_cuckoldee (+5)

        There's always something that goes wrong at the last minute so I can relate to it.
I felt bad for her and hopefully she wasn't too nervous. She might have misunderstood the situation as Levin was asking her if she wanted to cancel the wedding. She probably thought that he tried to run away or something.
This is his default position. He always seems to be relaxed. I think that Stiva's definition of "things will be ok" is very different from Levin's as the latter seems more uptight.
There's nothing he could have really done that day. He should have checked everything the day before and tried his clothes at least once.


    


    
        Pythias (+3)

         Yes! Levin had so much decided for him that I'm not surprised he didn't think this through or had a good back up plan.
 I felt bad for her. Yeah Levin explained what went wrong but all those agonizing moments not knowing must have been hard for her.
 I think he's right, it's just a ceremony and if Levin and Kitty are happy what does it matter? I'm not fond of Stepan but I do like his optimism and way of cheering people up.
 This made me feel as though Levin does not handle pressure well. If I were in that position I would have walked out with what I was wearing. I'm not one to care about fashion or what people think of me. If it was my wedding I'd wear whatever I want and if I had to I'd get married in my PJ's.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+2)

        It seem that Stiva as the groomsman should have been taking charge of the situation and helping Levin feel more relaxed on his wedding day. Instead he was just laying back and enjoying the tension. It is his default position.
Levin should have just found found a way to iron his shirt or buy one off someone coming from church. Or taken Stivas as he suggests. It seems like there could have been a less stressful solution.


    


    
        helenofyork (+2)

        

They sent to Stepan Arkadyich's for a shirt: it was impossibly wide and short.

I love Tolstoy so much!


    

Part 5 - Chapter 4

    Discussion from r/yearofannakarenina (2023)

 How did you feel about the wedding ceremony? Did it live up to your expectations?
 Why was Kitty seen as less beautiful than usual?
 Why did the priest seem a bit melancholic?
 Kitty is said to be joined to Levin “by alternate feelings of attraction and aversion”. We’ve not really seen the latter, have we? What do you think is meant by that?
 What do you make of Kitty’s indifference to people from her old life, like her family? Is this temporary?
 How do you explain the couple's clumsiness during the ceremony?
* Anything else you'd like to discuss?
Final line:


The lump in his throat rose higher and higher, tears that would not be checked came into his eyes.
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        sunnydaze7777777 (+7)

        I found the scene to be truthful and not full of joyful wedding cliches we normally read. People do have doubts and do stumble through the ceremony. It was endearing.
I really felt for Kitty once we heard her thoughts. In those times, she couldn’t “test drive” her husband. She only spent minimal time with him and really has no idea what her new life will be like. I can not imagine how scary that must have been. I am so thankful to live in modern times where one can date and live together.
This was a great chapter. (I feel like I am saying that frequently)


    


    
        DernhelmLaughed (+2)

        I also empathized with Kitty. She must be apprehensive about being in uncharted territory, and this was the norm back then.


    


    
        Pythias (+3)

         I loved it! My favorite thing about Tolstoy is how real he makes people and situations. The wedding has real problems and awkwardness. It's just perfectly real. I enjoyed this chapter.
 Probably because she was stressed out. I have yet to get married but planning for a wedding (even a small one) is so stressful. Between the stress, the excitement and Levin being late can anyone really blame her for not looking her best?
 I'm not sure. Maybe it's because he thinks things won't work out because Levin isn't a believer? If that's the case I hope he's wrong.
 Like in English the vows for weddings are "for better or worse." Life isn't all happiness and rainbows, and the same can be said for marriage. Anybody in a long term relationship knows there are ups and downs. But just because there are some downs doesn't mean you give up. You work on your relationship and move on together, hopefully for the better. I do worry about Levin in this part because I've said before I believe he puts Kitty on a pedestal and I don't know how he's going to take it when reality hits him. I don't worry too much about Kitty. I think she's smart enough to know what she's gotten into even if it is scary.
 I think she's just really happy and taking in the moment. Because of that I do think it's temporary. I'm glad that in the moment all that matters to her is her happiness and Levin.
 I thought it was endearing.


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+3)

        The wedding ceremony sounds beautiful but did no one ever think of having a rehearsal? All this "where do we go now" and "what happens next" could have been answered in advance.
Maybe Kitty had lost weight with all the stress and activity leading up to the wedding. Other than that I can't imagine why she would seem less beautiful.
The priest may just be naturally melancholy. Or he may be remembering Levin's confession and wishing Kitty was marrying a believer.
Kitty is thinking of the past weeks, the last in her old way of living. She's ready to get on with what her life will be. She still loves her family but knows her relationships with them won't be the same.
This ceremony must have been much like Tolstoy's own wedding to his nineteen-year-old bride. I wonder how much of this detail is drawn from his own experience. That shirt fiasco has a really authentic feel.
And did he ask his wife what she remembered? "Sophia, I'm writing about the wedding. What do you remember? What were you thinking?" Maybe that's where the "attraction and aversion" came from. Maybe it indicates apprehension about stepping into the unknown.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+5)

        Sounds like you are right on with the shirt comment.
https://www.reddit.com/r/thehemingwaylist/comments/e1y58m/anna_karenina_part_5_chapter_3_discussion_post/f8sea3m/?utm_source=share&utm_medium=ios_app&utm_name=ioscss&utm_content=1&utm_term=1&context=3


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+4)

        Ha! It really was authentic. Thanks for finding that.


    


    
        coltee_cuckoldee (+3)

        It did live up to my expectations. I liked the way Tolstoy described Kitty's feelings.
I think she was more stressed out. She's been wanting this for quite some time and Levin asking her if they should get married (and arriving late) probably did not help.
He probably thinks that Kitty can do better than Levin.
I guess she's realizing that she cannot reverse the decision to marry him. She's probably scared and she might resent Levin for causing so much change in her life.
I do think this is temporary. She's probably feeling a bunch of things at the moment. She's excited to start a new life- one she's been dreaming about for a long time.
It was kind of cute how they were both clueless and had to be guided by the priest and Stiva.


    

Part 5 - Chapter 5

    Discussion from r/yearofannakarenina (2023)

 What did you think of the stark difference in behaviour between the male and female guests?
 The guests joke about who will be first to "step on the rug". Here is an explanation of the superstition:


The bride used to carry a small rug to the church for her and her groom to stand on during the ceremony. Both tried to step on it first, because that person was believed to be the future head of the family


http://www.passportmagazine.ru/article/369/Madam Lvova says it won't matter who steps on it first out of Kitty or Levin because it's in their family to be obedient. What do you think about that?
 Dolly reflects on hers and Anna's dashed hopes after their splendid weddings. Because Kitty and Levin's wedding was less dazzling than theirs, do you think this might mean that their marriage will be happier?



“they had stood under the crown with love, hope, and fear in their hearts, renouncing their past, and stepping into a mysterious future.”

 What kind of future do you predict for Kitty and Levin?
 Anything else you'd like to discuss?
Final line:


Such were the comments in the crowd of gazing women who had succeeded in slipping in at the church doors.
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        coltee_cuckoldee (+6)

        I think the behaviors exhibited by the guests were very stereotypical. The men were indifferent and having conversations of their own whereas the women were gossiping and focusing on every single detail.
They probably believed that good wives listened to their husbands and had no opinions of their own. Princess Lvova mentioned that all the women in their family are submissive and therefore good wives. She might be ensuring that everyone knows that Kitty is a good woman.
I think Kitty's marriage will be happier but it will be because she'll be able to live with Levin's faults. Oblonsky is a cheater and Dolly clearly cannot live with this fact (nor should she have to). Levin will likely not cheat- he will be a devoted husband but he'll throw tantrums often. I think Kitty will compare her own situation with Dolly's and believe that she got the better deal (as she only has to deal with his bad moods since there is no cheating involved).
I think Kitty will mold herself to be the woman Levin wants her to be. Her sister has hinted that she is going to be a submissive wife. Her marriage will be "successful" but she'll likely have no personality of her own in a few years. Obviously, this is not the ideal marriage but I'm wondering if she did get the better deal as she won't be quietly suffering like her sister Dolly. She'll probably change herself over time to suit Levin but these changes will be imperceptible to her.


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+4)

        I don't attach much value to Madame Lvova's opinion. She hasn't been around Kitty much since she married Lvov, who's a diplomat, and moved away. She would really only remember Kitty as a child or young teen. I think the mature Kitty will be more confident in what she thinks and wants. At least I hope so; it would be sad and dreary to spend the rest of this long book watching Kitty fade away in Levin's shadow


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+3)

        I enjoyed the chapter and listening to all the gossip. It gave the feeling like we were there.
Weddings are definitely a time to reflect on one’s own wedding. It made me sad for Dolly to remember Anna’s happy day and now remember her pending divorce.
I predict Levin and Kitty will be shy with each other but eventually figure it out. I hope he doesn’t fall out of infatuation with her too quickly. I fear he will turn to other interest once he realizes she isn’t as perfect as he wishes.


    

Part 5 - Chapter 6

    Discussion from r/yearofannakarenina (2023)

 Kitty and Levin don't care about who stepped on the rug first. It seems like they stepped on it at the same time. What do you think about that? Does this give us some kind of foreshadowing on how their marriage will be?
 Do you think the wedding ceremony with all its prayers and church rituals will change Levin's attitude to religion?
 It is finally done. What did you think of the way the marriage ceremony was told over the last four chapters?
 Do you think they will live happily ever after?
* Anything else you'd like to discuss?
Final line:


After supper, the same night, the young people left for the country.
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        Fontane15 (+5)

        I’d like to imagine Tolstoy is saying that by stepping together, they will be equals in the marriage. I don’t know, I think Levin might get depressed by their marriage at some point. He’s definitely someone to build up and idealize certain things in his head. Married life is a lot more monotonous in real life. He also might be an upset by the fact that Kitty goes into his home and tries to rearrange things to her liking. Which is her right, as the house is traditionally the woman’s domain, but it’s also been Levin’s space for a long time and he may not enjoy her attempts to change things.


    


    
        coltee_cuckoldee (+3)

        I think they will focus on the other's feelings instead of wanting to win/be right all the time. However, I noticed that no one thought that she stepped on it first (some said that he did it first, some said that they did it together). I might be over-analyzing but I think Levin will be the dominant one but he will care about her feelings/opinions.
I think he might become more religious as Kitty seems to believe in God. I don't think the wedding ceremony will move him closer towards religion but he does seem to be a bit more spiritual (he felt that they were one, etc).
I enjoyed the descriptions but I was surprised by how sad Kitty looked. Someone mentioned that her face was tear stained so I hope everything goes well for her.
I think they will have a peaceful marriage. Kitty will likely have to compromise a lot (since Levin seems to dominate her + the age gap between them) but she'll be content as she knows that her husband does not disrespect her the way Oblonsky disrespected Dolly. I do think they'll go through some tough situations due to their differing personalities/opinions/lifestyle but Kitty will keep reminding herself that her situation is better than Dolly's.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+3)

        I hope they can be equals in the marriage. I do have my doubts about Levin being able to give up any control on anything. But he did a good job of letting everyone just lead him for the wedding so hopefully I am wrong.
I am still convinced Levin will do a deep dive on religion. This seems a pet project of Tolstoy so he will probably give it voice through Levin.
I enjoyed the feeling of being part of the wedding and how the story was told.
I think they will live amicably ever after. I am not sure about happily. Levin has too much to learn about family and like to be in control. Levin does have strong morals and will not cheat on her like the other characters. And he really does want a picture perfect family with lots of kids and Kitty seems to want the same. I just had a dreaded thought - I hope they don’t have troubles getting pregnant - that would tear them apart.


    


    
        Fontane15 (+2)

        Here’s another example thought of Levin building things up in his head. He’s not exactly been around a lot of little kids 24-7. Kids are not perfect and he’s going to get a LOT of conflicting advice from his MIL, Dolly, and maybe even his housekeeper.


    


    
        DernhelmLaughed (+3)

         Perhaps it signifies equality, and neither spouse cares to be "in charge". Let's hope Levin doesn't take the same approach as he did to crop yield. The last thing we want is for Levin to micromanage everything to try to optimize the output of his marriage.
 I think that Levin will be less anxious, now that he is not heartbroken or apprehensive about the wedding. Not sure if religion will play a part in his mental state.
 Much ado about trivialities, but it went well, after all.
 They will probably have a good partnership that will weather bumps in the road.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+3)

        

Let's hope Levin doesn't take the same approach as he did to crop yield. The last thing we want is for Levin to micromanage everything to try to optimize the output of his marriage.

Lol This made me laugh to picture him analyzing and maximizing the efficiency of Kitty’s habits around the house.


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+3)

        I enjoyed the rather comic image of Shtcherbatsky and Tchirikov stumbling around keeping the wedding crowns in place. And Levin not quite understanding that the ceremony was finally over and it was time to kiss the bride. They really should've had a rehearsal.
The ceremony won't change Levin's attitude toward religion; I don't think there was anything unusual in it.
"Happily ever after" is too simplistic for Levin (and for Tolstoy) but I think their marriage will be a good one overall and they'll be partners in life.


    


    
        Pythias (+2)

         I'm hoping that it means that they'll have a happy relationship and take everything as a couple instead of one more dominate than the other.
 No I don't. I think Levin is firm on his lack of belief.
 It was such a long ceremony. I've only been to one church wedding and it was so long. This was reminiscent of that but it was still beautifully described.
 Nope. If I've learned anything about Tolstoy's writing it's that he writes real people and in real life there's no such thing as happily ever after. That's not to say that there are no happy marriages just that in real life marriage does come with it's ups AND downs.


    

Part 5 - Chapter 7

    Discussion from r/yearofannakarenina (2023)

 Why is Vronsky finding his life so monotonous?
 Vronsky meets an old companion, Golenishchev, and we get some insights about how they interact with each other. What is your impression about the relationship between those two?
 Why is Golenishchev unhappy?
 What do you think is the situation back home, with Alexey and the children?
* Anything else you'd like to discuss?
Final line:


"But people who know have said the same."

See you all on Monday!
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        DernhelmLaughed (+4)

        Vronsky and Anna seem to have returned to their previous state of limbo, not acceptable by "good" society, yet unable to formalize their relationship into a marriage. It's a holding pattern. And is Karenin still enjoying the bliss of forgiveness, even though Anna and Vronsky have resumed their relationship?


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+5)

        Vronsky is used to being around a lot of people and also having a job. Now it's just a vacation. Sort of a honeymoon I suppose, but apparently seeing the sights and adoring Anna doesn't have a lot of variety.
So he's happy to see Golenishchev, even though they were never exactly best buddies. Someone new to talk to, with some of the same history. Golenishchev seems to be somewhat different from the way Vronsky remembers him, and is caught up in writing.
Contemporary readers may have understood his general viewpoint, but maybe not; Vronsky didn't seem to know what "Two Elements" was about. I do think everybody would have picked up on “We in Russia refuse to see that we are the heirs of Byzantium,” though; Golenishchev appears to be one of those who thinks Russia should rule a large swath of Asia and Eastern Europe, centered in Constantinople.
In any case, Golenishchev is unhappy because not everyone gives him and his writings the admiration and support he thinks he's due.
Alexey must have taken responsibility for raising the children but it's hard for me to imagine him suddenly becoming an involved dad. He doesn't have to; he has staff.


    


    
        Dinna-_-Fash (+1)

        Your take on Golenishtchev makes a lot of sense.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+3)

        I am guessing Vronsky is growing tired of “being on vacation/honeymoon” alone with Anna. He seems like he has always been around many people - worked and been part of a larger social crowd.  Also he is still recovering from his depression and suicide attempt and trying to find meaning in his life.
I didn’t realize Anna left her new baby at home!!!
I assumed she took the baby with her.  How sad! I am really annoyed with her now. She hasn’t been my favorite but I did feel for her situation along the way. And I feel for her clear mental illness/ anxiety/ depression (seemingly more postpartum). But her recent actions and carefree nature while abandoning her family make her quite unsympathetic to me.
I was remembering back to some of the first scenes where she was coming to talk with Dolly about staying with Stiva after the affair. I had a picture of her being so strong and vivacious like a Merry Poppins who made everyone’s day brighter. These are the first scenes where we start to see that version of Anna again - after all the previous scenes spent in her whiny affair with Vronsky. Maybe she really did just need to be with him/out of her marriage to be happy?


    


    
        coltee_cuckoldee (+3)

        He's away from everything that was previously important to him- his home, his friends, his work, etc. He's probably finding life with Anna boring now as he had to give up everything to be with her.
They're not close and it looks like Vronsky doesn't think highly of him. Vronsky is just happy to see someone familiar at the moment and he doesn't seem to care that he's not too close to Golenishchev.
It probably has something to do with his work. It was mentioned that he worked for the Liberal party so I'm assuming he's sick of his demanding job (he's been at this hotel for a year so he's likely homesick as well).
I seem to have missed the part where it was mentioned that they left the daughter back in Russia. This situation might have a silver lining for Karenin after all. He'll probably build a solid relationship with both kids while Anna and Vronsky are busy prancing around in Europe. I'm sure they'll soon realize that the relationship is not working out (Vronsky already seems to be getting bored) and Anna will try to return home and realize that Serezha now prefers his father to her. The kid is old enough to understand that his mom has abandoned him to be with her lover.


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+2)

        I don't think it was mentioned that they left the baby in Russia; in fact she's hardly mentioned at all. I assumed they wouldn't take her; it wouldn't be much of a romantic getaway having to attend to a months-old child and/or take her nurse with them.


    


    
        Dinna-_-Fash (+1)

        Wouldn’t it be jaw dropping to leave behind the newborn product of your love affair with the injured husband? After all they have servants and back then was very common for parents not to be so involved with their children as we are used to now and it did not mean they did not love them. Just different I guess. (I know legally baby Anna is Karenin’s daughter)


    


    
        Dinna-_-Fash (+3)

        Just seconds after Vronsky laments running into Russians abroad: “Ugh, I hope we don’t see anyone from Russia”he practically throws his arms around Golenishtchev, a man he used to find insufferable. It’s a classic example of how social conditioning and personal pride can dissolve instantly in the face of familiarity, nostalgia, and loneliness. Even abroad, identity and old affiliations can feel like comfort food for the soul especially when the present is uncertain.
What really caught my attention were the layers of social nuance, psychological realism, and a touch of irony during the interaction between Vronsky and Golenishtchev.
Speaking French to conceal a conversation, despite it being more accessible to servants in Europe than Russian, highlights a few things:
- Russian nobles often defaulted to French for private or “delicate” conversations, especially emotional or scandalous ones. It’s automatic, even when it makes no practical sense in Italy.
- Social signaling: Vronsky reverts to old codes of behavior. He’s momentarily back in that “Russian society” headspace upon running into Golenishtchev. It’s not about utility; it’s about etiquette and comfort.
- He is testing the waters: Vronsky’s real conversation here is nonverbal. He’s studying Golenishtchev’s reactions. Will he act shocked? Will he snub him? Instead, Golenishtchev gives a smooth, almost bored “Ah! I didn’t know”(which he clearly did) signaling he’s ready to play along with the polite fiction. This is exactly the “proper” response Vronsky was hoping for.
This brought me back to past conversations about that social “secret” code at Princess Betsy’s salons. It’s that same unwritten rulebook: appearances first, everyone pretends, no one confronts the obvious, and what’s not said matters more than what is.
So in a nutshell: Vronsky reflexively speaks French out of habit and social conditioning, and Golenishtchev’s cool reaction earns him access to Anna, not because of any emotional bond, but because he knows how to “look at it properly.”


    


    
        Pythias (+2)

         Being out of work he probably feels like he has no meaning in his life. That along with the fact that the excitement of the affair is gone (since both he and Anna are out in public not), I think Vronsky may find everyday life with Anna a bit boring.
 They seem like college friends, know each other well enough, lost touch and but still care about each other.
 Writing a book doesn't seem like an easy task and maybe it's affected his mood?
 I thought that Anna's and Vronsky's baby is currently with them and they have a maid that looks after the baby. Did I read this wrong?


    


    
        Dinna-_-Fash (+2)

        I have not seen any indication so far about the whereabouts of baby Anna. Now that we are back to this story, we should find out soon if she is with her or  left behind. Unless I missed something too.


    


    
        Pythias (+1)

        Okay.  It makes me feel better that I'm not the only one who missed this.


    


    
        Dinna-_-Fash (+2)

        

Looking at Anna’s manner of simple-hearted, spirited gaiety, and knowing Alexey Alexandrovitch and Vronsky, Golenishtchev fancied that he understood her perfectly. He fancied that he understood what she was utterly unable to understand: how it was that, having made her husband wretched, having abandoned him and her son and lost her good name, she yet felt full of spirits, gaiety, and happiness.

This is the only section I have in this chapter under Garrett’s translation that mentions Golenishtchev knowing she left Karenin and her son… no mention of baby Anna. So the news made it all the way to Italy lol


    


    
        Pythias (+1)

        Okay, yeah, that I remember. I just was thrown off because there's no mention of her daughter here.


    

Part 5 - Chapter 8

    Discussion from r/yearofannakarenina (2023)

 What do you think about the discrepancy between the life satisfaction of Anna and Vronsky at the moment?
 What do you think about the situation with Anna's children? Has her daughter replaced her son? Will she regret her decision?
 Do you believe Vronsky will stay true to Anna?
 Will his interest in the art be strong enough and last long enough to satisfy his desires?
* Anything else you'd like to discuss?
Final line:


More than any other style he liked the French—graceful and effective—and in that style he began to paint Anna’s portrait in Italian costume, and the portrait seemed to him, and to everyone who saw it, extremely successful.
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        sunnydaze7777777 (+4)

        This chapter was tough to read. It’s the start of the downfall of Anna and Vronsky.
She lives in her fantasy world that Vronksy is there only to respond to her every whim and desire. Oh how he adores her and is just as star struck by her as she is with him - NOT.
I almost feel sorry for Vronsky who has given up his career and any semblance of social life to be with her. Yet “..the realization of his desires gave him no more than a grain of sand out of the mountain of happiness he had expected.”
They will not survive together if she won’t even let him out for a dinner and they have no place in society. Vronsky is way too social for that. Vronsky on the other hand thinks it’s totally unrealistic that she wouldn’t let him go out  on the town with boys now that he is settled down with her. Painting will only carry him so far. I have no doubt he will step out on her (mental or physical affair) just to breathe a little.
I was glad to see she did seem to have her daughter with her??
Sorry, but I find Anna so unlikeable. I always have. I almost dread when Tolstoy comes back to the chapters where we are in her head. It’s like she has some mental illness/personality disorder beyond anxiety/depression and insecurities. It’s tough to read.
(I have to remind myself to have sympathy for her. She was in an unloving and basically arranged marriage. She did what she felt needed to do to be with someone she considers her soulmate and to have his baby.)


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+3)

        I wonder if Tolstoy intended her to be likeable.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+2)

        That’s what great writers do, right? Make you hate a character but feel so tied to them you love reading about them. He really gets in her head and takes us there.


    


    
        coltee_cuckoldee (+3)

        This is not going to end well. Vronsky is clearly disinterested but Anna seems to be reluctant to accept this. She's almost deluding herself into believing that their relationship is going well. I almost felt bad for her during this line: "He, so virile a man, not only never contradicted her, but where she was concerned seemed to have no will of his own and to be only occupied in anticipating her every wish." She does notice that he's more inattentive but thinks that he's lost in her thoughts!
I feel so bad for the kids and Karenin. Anna is taking one bad decision after the other and they seem to be stuck suffering the consequences. I don't think her daughter has replaced her son. She was a very attentive mother to Serezha and he received her full focus until she met Vronsky. I don't think the daughter is receiving her full attention- Anna probably couldn't leave her back home with Karenin (due to how improper this is) and therefore decided to take her. The daughter also seems to be the only tangible link between Vronsky and Anna so I wonder if Anna will try to use her to manipulate Vronsky if he tries to leave her (although, on second thought, Vronsky does not seem to be an attentive father either). I do think she'll regret her decision as Serezha is old enough to understand why his mom abandoned him. I don't think Serezha and Karenin will allow her back in their lives if Vronsky dumps her.
No, his restlessness indicates the beginning of the end. He'll definitely blame her for his lack of career and lack of options to socialize considering their situation.
No, I think art is just a passing hobby for him. He'll try to bury himself in art but soon realize that he remains unfulfilled and this realization will end their relationship.
Random thoughts: I'm surprised by Anna's complete lack of self-awareness. She clearly feels guilty about what she did to her husband and son but is trying to justify it by victimizing herself. She doesn't even care for the degradation (they're not even in Russia at the moment) and she's not missing her son either. It's hard to feel sorry for her. I know she was likely suffering from postpartum but she's being insanely selfish right now. She reminds me so  much of Dorian Gray (the way he completely destroyed himself).
Favorite lines: Probably my favorite chapter in recent times.
"The memory of her husband's grief did not poison her unhappiness."
"The memory of the evil done to her husband aroused in her a feeling akin to repulsion, such as a man might feel who when in danger of drowning had shaken of another who clung to him."
"That realization showed him the eternal error men make by imagining that happiness consists in the gratification of their wishes."


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+2)

        I agree with you. This chapter had some of the most beautiful lines of prose in it.


    


    
        Pythias (+3)

         It feels like the beginning of the end for Anna and Vronsky. I'm not surprised and I feel like everyone else wouldn't be either. They're slowly losing passion coming to terms with the reality of they lives together. 
 
 I think she will regret her decision and I still can't believe she left her son behind. I don't think her daughter (no matter how happy her daughter makes her) will replace her son.
 I doubt it only because he went after Anna while she was married. What's to stop him from seeking another woman once he's really bored?
 Doubtful. I think it'll occupy him for a time but not enough to satiate his boredom.


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+2)

        I was wrong, they did take the baby. Come to think of it they probably have a staff, including a nurse. I remember now that Anna always traveled with her maid, and Vronsky probably has a footman. The entourage was so expected that Tolstoy didn’t think it worth mentioning.
Anna must miss her son but she’s consoling herself with her daughter and apparently even more entranced with Vronsky than before.
I thought Vronsky would be more entranced with Anna too, having given up pretty much everything for her, but he’s discovering it isn’t enough. Maybe the difference between them is that their past lifestyles were so different. Vronsky was able to take advantage of many activities: with friends, in the army, in society. Anna was limited to home life and society gatherings. Traveling around is way more exciting for her than for him.
Will he stay true to Anna? As long as he can. He’d feel pretty guilty if he didn’t.


    


    
        coltee_cuckoldee (+2)

        

Anna must miss her son but she’s consoling herself with her daughter and apparently even more entranced with Vronsky than before.

She seems to be overcompensating here. She probably realizes that she's messed everything up. It will be nearly impossible for her to be as involved in Serezha's life from now. She gave up everything for Vronsky and is probably trying to convince herself that he was worth it.


    

Part 5 - Chapter 9

    Discussion from r/yearofannakarenina (2023)

 Is an affair brewing between Vronsky and the nurse?
 What did you think of Golenishchev’s rant on classical vs postmodernist education?
 Why do you think Vronsky wants to help Mikhailov?
 Where do you think the story is going with this artistic side of Vronsky? What might we learn about him?
* Anything else you'd like to discuss?
Final line:


On learning from the porter’s wife, who came out to them, that Mihailov saw visitors at his studio, but that at that moment he was in his lodging only a couple of steps off, they sent her to him with their cards, asking permission to see his pictures.
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        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+5)

        Vronsky would be a fool to have an affair with the nurse when he knows how jealous Anna can get. I think this little vignette is mostly to remind us of Anna's instability and insecurities.
I found Golenishchev's rant uninteresting, and I suspect Vronsky and Anna did too. In every country and every generation you'll find people who love to hold forth on their favorite topics, regardless of the reaction of their listeners.
I think Vronsky is hoping that he'll be able to find personal value in his art, and thinks Mikhailov may be a good entree into that world. He may also be genuinely charitable, and Mikhailov may genuinely be in need. I still wonder why Vronsky no longer seems to be in financial difficulties and is able to be so charitable.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+3)

        

I still wonder why Vronsky no longer seems to be in financial difficulties and is able to be so charitable.

Same here. He was in debt and now seems to live the life of luxury with Anna. Maybe things are cheaper than in Russia? Or maybe his mother re-instated his stipend once he almost died?


    


    
        Cautiou (+3)

        See ch. 3.19. He gets 25k a year from his and his brother's joint estate, not only the stipend.
And I think you're right that life as a private gentleman in Italy must be cheaper than life as a courtier in Petersburg with all the parties, balls, racing horses etc.


    


    
        coltee_cuckoldee (+3)

        I'm not sure if they're sleeping together but they are probably having an emotional affair. It's weird that he's painting someone who works for him and repeatedly compliments her beauty. He's probably confiding in her about his true feelings (how he feels restless here, etc) since he cannot really tell this to Anna. She'll probably become more and more insecure.
I didn't really understand much of it but it looks like Golenishchev looks down on the postmodernist education.
I think Vronsky probably wants company. He cannot have a social life at present- he's far from home and Anna doesn't like him spending time with his friends- so he probably wants someone to hang out.
I think this art hobby of his is setting him up for another affair. He'll probably meet a woman through these artistic circles and have an affair with her. This reminds me of Benedict from Bridgerton- he was introduced to so many free thinking people via art.


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+2)

        The idea of an affair with the nurse brings flashbacks to Stiva's affair with the French governess that started the book, and brought Anna to Moscow where she met Vronsky.


    


    
        coltee_cuckoldee (+6)

        It sure does. If the affair does happen, I don't think Anna will be as forgiving as she advised Dolly to be.


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+3)

        No, because of her own jealous nature and because she knows Stiva wasn't really as sorry as she told Dolly he was.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+3)

        I hope an affair is not brewing. I would think Vronsky would be smarter than to have one right under Anna’s nose.
I tuned out on the rant to be honest. The artist seems like he is clearly post modern. I wasn’t clear on Golenishchevs position.
Vronsky wants to help a fellow Russian artist. He wants to know someone can make a living in the business perhaps.
I am not sure what we will learn yet of his artistic side.


    


    
        Pythias (+2)

         I really hope not, though I honestly can't see Vronsky staying true to Anna.
  Honestly, I don't remember it. I'm playing catch up and I didn't highlight anything on his rant so I'm sure I didn't find it insightful. Sorry Golenishchev.
 Probably because he feels it his duty as an aspiring artist.
  I'm not entirely sure but I like where it's going. Maybe this aspiring artist within him will unlock a part of his character he didn't know was there. Maybe it'll be better for Anna and their relationship.


    

Part 5 - Chapter 10

    Discussion from r/yearofannakarenina (2023)

 What are your first impressions of Mihailov?
 How does Mihailov's approach to art differ from Vronsky's?
 What did you think of the description of Mihailov’s process in drawing the angry figure, and the way it transported his mood?
 The visitors are disappointed by Mihailov's appearance. Will this have an impact on Vronsky's intention to help Mihailov?
* Anything else you'd like to discuss?
Final line:


"Please step in," he said, trying to look indifferent, and going into the passage he took a key out of his pocket and opened the door.



5 Comments


    
        yearofbot (+1)

        Past years discussions:
- 2019-12-03
- 2021-05-14
I am a bot, and this action was performed automatically. Please contact the moderators of this subreddit if you have any questions or concerns.


    


    
        Pythias (+3)

         He's definitely an interesting character. His laughing at his sketch really got me for some reason. I found it extremely amusing and I don't know why. I guess it was just the image of him drawing and laughing that got me.
 I feel for his wife that Mihailov believes he needs to be agitated in order to paint/draw well. It's not fair to his wife. But it gets results whereas Vronsky doesn't seem to be able to produce something he's happy with. Vronsky may lack passion which makes a little sense to me because I feel like the passion in his and Anna's relationship as dwindled.
 Like I said I found it funny but I can't explain why. I think it's just imagining a guy at his desk muttering under his breath, aggressively at a sketch and now I'm laughing.
 This kind of disappointed me as I'm highly judgemental of Vronsky and Anna for their actions and feel like they have no room to judge an artist.


    


    
        coltee_cuckoldee (+2)

        He seems like a harmless, eccentric guy but I feel bad for his wife. She seems to be really stressed out about the due payments and he doesn't seem to care at all. It must have been tough living in that era- being completely financially dependent on your husband. I'm sure women from the poor/middle-class had jobs, but I doubt they could live independently with their income alone.
I think Mihailov is able to create works of his own whereas Vronsky needs to be inspired by something. The former has his own style whereas the latter is still finding his own niche.
This was kind of like how farming alleviated Levin's mood.
I don't think so. Mihailov got a chapter dedicated to him so I'm sure he's going to play some part in Vronsky's life. He might tutor Vronsky and introduce him to artistic circles.
I liked the way Tolstoy described Vronsky's disappointment with Mihailov. I kind of felt bad for the latter as he was completely aware of the fact that he had disappointed the visitors who he had hoped would notice something great in his work.
"He never worked with such ardour or so successfully as when things were going badly with him, and especially after a quarrel with his wife."


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+2)

        I love that they were visiting him to, among other things, have him paint Anna. And when he sees them the first time, he sees Anna in the soft light with the eye of an artist.


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+2)

        I enjoyed Tolstoy's description of Mihailov and his artistic process. I really don't know what Vronsky's approach is, except that we're told that he "painted studies from nature under the guidance of an Italian professor of painting, and studied mediaeval Italian life." I suspect he's more interested in reproducing what something looks like, and Mihailov is creating something new.
My favorite part of the passage might be this: “But in making these corrections he was not altering the figure but simply getting rid of what concealed the figure.  He was, as it were, stripping off the wrappings which hindered it from being distinctly seen.  Each new feature only brought out the whole figure in all its force and vigor, as it had suddenly come to him from the spot of tallow.”
And then he made up with his wife. Maybe this echoes Tolstoy's experience with his own wife, though it wouldn't have been over a shortage of money.
I doubt that their reaction to his appearance would affect Vronsky's intention to help. One doesn't expect a starving artist to present an elegant appearance.


    

Part 5 - Chapter 11

    Discussion from r/yearofannakarenina (2023)

 What did you think about Mihailov's initial analysis of his visitors?
 Golenishtchev, Vronsky and Anna all have very different reactions to the painting. What do their responses tell you about their personalities?
 Why does Mikhailov seem to take special notice of Anna?
 What do you think of Mikhailov’s view of painting as “removing the veils”?
* Anything else you'd like to add?
Final line:


Mikhailov was agitated, but unable to say anything in defence of his ideas.
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        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+3)

        Mihailov had already met Golenishchev and appears not to like him much, which is fair because he doesn't really seem too likeable. Mihailov sees him as "peevish," which seems pretty accurate to me. He stereotypes Vronsky and Anna, though, and gets it wrong. He thinks they're just making the usual touristy rounds and aren't interested in him except as just another artist to be checked off their list.
Seeing their reactions, now I want to see the painting. I wonder if Tolstoy had a particular painting in mind. Vronsky is interested in technique, which is probably a sign of his limited potential as an artist. Anna sees Christ pitying Pilate, which is something I had never thought of. If Mihailov takes special notice of her, maybe it's due to this observation.
"Removing the veils" sounds much like Michelangelo's description of his work: "The sculpture is already complete within the marble block, before I start my work. It is already there, I just have to chisel away the superfluous material." It's an artist's description of bringing his vision into reality through his art.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+2)

        I agree that I really want to see the painting now. Happy cake day!


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+2)

        Thank you! My first cake day.


    


    
        coltee_cuckoldee (+3)

        He seems to have analyzed them correctly. He knows Golenishtchev and realizes that Anna/Vronsky are Russian visitors who aren't too familiar with art.
Anna seems to have been the nicest when critiquing the painting. The men did point out certain flaws in it but she had nothing bad to say.
She's a beautiful woman and on top of that, she was the nicest to him.


    


    
        Pythias (+3)

         I felt as though in a way Mihailov was right. He assumes Vronsky and Anna to be rich Russians who may dabble in art. And he's pretty spot on on Vronsky.
 I'm not sure what their reactions say about their personalities, but I enjoyed that Mihailov enjoyed both Anna's and Golenishtchev's comments. And Vronsky's comment just shut him down. Mihailov didn't want to his painting to be noticed for it's technique and Vronsky commenting on that seeme to really irk Mihailov.
* Anna still has that charm that seems to affect everyone and from an artist's perspective, I assume that she's probably an ideal model to paint.


    


    
        DernhelmLaughed (+2)

        Seems like there is an acceptable way to react to a piece of art, and some of the viewers have to sublimate their honest confusion and find a way to not seem uncultured or offend the artist.


    


    
        [deleted] (+2)

        I know practically nothing about Leo Tolstoy other than a few things a friend (who is an English major) has told me, such as that he considered Anna Karenina to be his first "true" novel. So, I wonder, is Mikhailov (so far) the deepest reflection of Tolstoy in this book? The constant changing of opinion, seeing the painting as bad from one side and then great from another (just like the sketch that got grease on it), could explain why Tolstoy goes into such detail on topics in such a memorable way. Perhaps he feels he needs to, in order to give his audience/critics more to chew on.


    


    
        IdleReader_ (+1)

        I think this is extremely accurate especially as I read this:
In What is Art?, Tolstoy even applied his own stringent criteria to his own works, suggesting that much of what was accepted as art, including his own writing, fell short


    

Part 5 - Chapter 12

    Discussion from r/yearofannakarenina (2023)

What do you suppose it is about the painting of the boys fishing that is so appealing to both Anna and Vronsky?
 Has Vronsky discovered his artistic limitations on seeing a true artist?
 > They said that there was no denying his talent, but that his talent could not develop for want of education—the common defect of our Russian artists.
What do you think about this? Does lack of education impede development of natural talent?
 Anything else you'd like to add?
Final line:


Yes, I mustn’t let it slip; I must buy it," said Vronsky.



9 Comments


    
        DernhelmLaughed (+5)

        It's a sensitive topic, isn't it? Ascribing value to art. The artist gets touchy when price is mentioned, as if money is vulgar. But the price is a measure of the buyer's esteem.
And then there's the idea of natural talent not being enough, so education is required to (presumably) refine the skills and give it structure. And thereby make the art and the artist into something quantifiable. But not quantifiable in terms of money?


    


    
        helenofyork (+5)

        The painting of the boys "fishing in the shade of a willow" sounds calming and innocent. I thought that Anna and Vronsky would want to purchase it because they need something soothing in their presence. I also assume that it is expertly painted and indeed a valuable piece.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+5)

        I think they found the painting simple and carefree. This is how I am sure they would both like to live.
I think Vronsky doesn’t fully grasp the concept of technique and how he can work on his painting. Maybe he will end up being tutored by someone.


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+2)

        Without seeing the painting it's impossible to say. Maybe it reminded Vronsky of his carefree childhood; maybe it made Anna think of her son. Or maybe it was simply an incredibly good painting. Vronsky commented how "simply" Mihailov had succeeded in depicting his subject.
Yet even after admiring his work they think his talent "cannot develop" for lack of education. How much more do they want it to develop? They already think it's wonderful. And I doubt that Mihailov simply sat down at his easel as a child and began to produce masterpieces; he has to have had a teacher at some point, if only to show him what a canvas is, and the different kinds of paint.
We get to see more of Mihailov's thoughts about his work. He's looking at John in his "Christ before Pilate" painting, and it seems to have great importance to him... although I doubt that any viewer would realize that that particular figure in the crowd is intended to be John.
I suspect that Tolstoy has given Mihailov some of his own thoughts as a creative genius thinking about his work and the process of creation.


    


    
        Fontane15 (+2)

        The conversation about talent vs education reminds me of one I once had with my husband. Talent trumps education everytime, excepting of course when talent is lazy. All talent should probably have some education to understands styles and trends and basic techniques within that field, and I’m sure Mihailov did have some training in his art. But possibly Anna and Vronsky mean that Russia has no real western teachers for common artists. I can’t be sure if there’s a point to that, Tolstoy sets up this dynamic a lot with Russian traditions verses Western European traditions and compares both frequently.


    


    
        coltee_cuckoldee (+2)

        The painting might have just resonated with them. It sounded like the boys were shown to have an idyllic time.
I think Vronsky does realize that he lacks the talent to become a good artist. He's seen a true artists work and probably sees that he's no where close to that.
I think this is true. Education does expose the pupil to different techniques which can be used to improve the product/service being created.


    


    
        Pythias (+2)

         I think that painting, being of two boys just enjoying time outside under a willow tree, appeals to them because the children seem happy and care free. There's a freedom in enjoying their day. I feel like Anna and Vronsky thought that having each other's love would be more than what it really is and that they're probably going to still want to chase that unattainable freedom.
 I don't believe so, I think that Vronsky thinks he can improve.
* I thought that that was a snobby comment. Talent doesn't need education but it does require practice. I don't believe that the lack of education plays a role in talented artist. The ironic thing is I'm completely ignorant of art and I could totally be wrong about this.


    


    
        [deleted] (+2)

        I don't think lack of education impedes development of natural talent. Mikhailov's paintings are probably excellent, and what Vronsky and Golenishchev are saying about talent is simply a reflection of their ignorance as to what makes an artist good or not.
Although, of course, since that is totally subjective, it's not really ignorance they possess, just a different way of thinking that was shaped and molded from a different way of life.


    


    
        IdleReader_ (+1)

        I understand that the drawing might symbolise being carefree and that resonates with Anna and Vronsky alot, but I could also imagine that a lone willow next to water could signify rembarance and sorrow of the past and this makes sense to me in the context of Anna and Vronsky as I think they both know that their life these months in Italy is just a fake life and they miss their old society Petersburg life.
(I dont know anything about art just trying to right an analysis from what I read and understood)


    

Part 5 - Chapter 13

    Discussion from r/yearofannakarenina (2023)

 > though it was only from this portrait that he had himself learned this sweetest expression of her soul
Why hadn't Vronsky seen this in Anna before? Does he truly know her?
 How much self awareness do you think Vronsky has regarding his artistic talent?
 Vronsky quickly loses interest in Italy. Do you think this pattern of becoming bored has implications for his relationship with Anna?
 How do you think things will go back in Russia when Anna sees her son again?
* Anything else you'd like to discuss?
Final line:


The summer they intended to spend on Vronsky’s great family estate.
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        coltee_cuckoldee (+5)

        I don't think he pays much attention to her. He was attentive when he was trying to woo her but now that he has her wrapped around his finger, he's no longer paying attention to her. The affair seems to have run its course as there's nothing novel about it now.
I think he thinks too highly about himself. I'm surprised that he was convinced that a professional artist is jealous of his talents. Even if Vronsky is supremely artistically talented, I'm sure he lacks the technique of a true artist.
It's a pattern with him. He finds something that he wants to run after, neglects everything else for it and then becomes bored with it. It looks like their honeymoon period is over and he's losing interest in this relationship. He'll probably try to change external factors (where they live, who they interact with, etc) but I don't think these changes will improve their relationship.
I wonder if her son will even want to meet her. He must be 9-10 and he likely knows that his mother ditched him but took his half-sister with her. I wonder if Karenin has explained to him what's going on.


    


    
        Fontane15 (+3)

        I’ve heard this about men: when a man gets married and has a child they start looking to feather their life, ie. career, long term hobbies etc. Vronsky’s problem is he has no life outside Anna currently and he’s getting bored. He needs something to occupy his interest and have some life outside the home. But he doesn’t and as long as he doesn’t I believe he will take up and abandon many hobbies.
I wonder if going back to Russia would be better or no. Going back to Russia would help him but probably hurt her since many people know that she’s totally living with Vronsky. I feel very bad for her son. He’s right at the age where he’s seeing and making his own judgements and entering a time when Anna’s behavior is going to affect his expectations of women and wives. I’m not sure how Karenin would even begin to approach that conversation. It’s more realistic for him to have said nothing at all to his son.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+3)

        I feel like Vronsky knows Anna but it speaks to the talent of the artist that he was able to capture this sweet expression of her soul.
My translation sums up Vronksys interest in art by calling him a dilettanti.
It makes sense the true artist was offended by his passing interest in art, not jealous. Vronsky seems to be a poor judge of his talent.
I am excited to see how things go back in Russia. I think Vronsky definitely gets bored easily so I am hoping he doesn’t go back to his old ways. I wonder how his family (his mother) and Alexey will receive them? Should be interesting!


    


    
        DernhelmLaughed (+3)

        It was interesting to see the different facets of perception, both in terms of art and one's object of desire. When it comes to Anna as both the artist's subject and Vronsky's lover, it is a bit disquieting to see how much of a role public consensus plays in Anna's "value". If Vronsky cannot see Anna's sweet soul until he sees her through another person's gaze, then will he not always be dependent on public approval of their relationship?


    


    
        Fontane15 (+3)

        That’s a good point and makes me wonder about what will happen if the public turns on Anna for publicly having abandoned her husband and son.


    


    
        Pythias (+3)

         I don't think they know each other well. I mean maybe they know each other better now but I feel that their affair was mostly out of infatuation than of love.
 I think Vrosky knows that Mikhailov has more talent that he does. I don't know if Vronsky can admit it but he does know it.
 I do think so. I fear that Vronsky's and Anna's happiness will be short lived.
 I think that things are going to hit Anna like reality hits people after a long vacation. I feel like Anna and Vronsky are still just running away from the problems they've caused instead of addressing them and those problems will come back and haunt them.


    

Part 5 - Chapter 14

    Discussion from r/yearofannakarenina (2023)

 What is your impression about Kitty's and Levin's married life? Did you expect their honeymoon to be so troublesome?
 (from Oprah's book club) Discuss the way Kitty and Levin fight. How is their way of communicating different from the way Anna and Vronsky or Stiva and Dolly disagree?
 What do you think of Kitty's jealousy? Was it reasonable?
 Could the state of false expectations and disappointment have been avoided?
 Will this bumpy start have an impact on their continuing married life?
 Anything else you'd like to discuss?
Final line:


It was only in the third month of their married life, after their return from Moscow, where they had been staying for a month, that their life began to go more smoothly.
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        Pythias (+3)

         I didn't except the honeymoon to be so troublesome but I did except so of the marriage. Levin just had such high expectations and it didn't seem to me that he thought any of it through.
 At least they make up which is always a good thing right. It seems to me that they need to work on communicating on what's important to them and how they feel. As long as they can recognized that, I believe they will be fine.
 I don't think Kitty's jealousy was reasonable especially because I don't totally understand what she was jealous of. Was it because he stayed out late without her? I just don't understand.
 I believe so. Levin could really have thought thing more thoroughly.
* I think that the bumpy start is more due to adjustment of living together and getting used to being around each other. It seems to me that they clearly love each other and want their marriage to work, which I think is half the battle.


    


    
        helenofyork (+4)

        I think that the start of Leo Tolstoy's marriage was very hard. In the Kreutzer Sonata the narrator tells his audience how horrible his honeymoon was. Tolstoy used his own wedding/start of married life as the model for Levin and Kitty.


    


    
        Pythias (+2)

        Oh that's sad. I didn't know that. Thank you for sharing that information.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+3)

        I was also confused about why she was jealous. One of the prior year discussions mentioned they thought it was because she read his journal and it got into her head. Hmmm…


    


    
        Pythias (+3)

        Oh yeah. I guess that could be a factor.
But Levin admitted everything to her before they got married. I don't see any reason he would hid anything from her but I guess Kitty doesn't feel that way.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+3)

        It’s like they skipped the honeymoon and went straight to the toughest parts of marriage. It is tough to move in with someone, have a new role as head mistress when you have never practiced it, etc.
I was guessing Kitty was scared not jealous. But maybe not based on her reaction.
It sounds like they are working out all the kinks and moving forward well. It feels like a well adjusted marriage to me.


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+3)

        Earlier in the book we read about Levin's idealistic picture of love and marriage and how perfect he thought Kitty was. And wondered how he would react to the reality. I think he did pretty well. He didn't sink into despair to see his dreams dashed, he was just somewhat surprised, and adjusted.
Kitty had an even bigger adjustment, really, suddenly being the mistress of a household at nineteen. I wonder if her mother, or Dolly, had given her any guidance or if she was just thrown in to sink or swim.
Her reaction of jealousy at Levin being half an hour late was kind of over the top, and I even wonder if "jealous" was the right word. She was worried and angry. But it seems they got past it. I'm generally optimistic about their married life.


    


    
        coltee_cuckoldee (+3)

        I didn't expect their married life to start out so badly. I had predicted that they would fight within the first week itself (Levin would probably throw a tantrum) but I'm shocked to discover that they both consider that period of their life to be "the most oppressive and humiliating time of our lives". Levin does not really view Kitty as a person- he seems to be shocked by the fact that she has feelings and opinions.
Kitty and Levin's way of fighting seems to be different as they do make up. Dolly and Stiva required an external force (Anna) to help them keep their marriage together and even then, the marriage does not seem to be very successful. At least, Levin and Kitty seem to be on the same page as in they make their feelings/thoughts clear but they respect the other's opinions as well.
I guess I do understand her jealousy. She knows that Stiva continuously cheats on her sister. She was also shocked to discover that Levin was not a virgin- she probably believed that he was out with a girl (maybe a past lover) and felt jealous. I can't really blame Kitty for this. She's so young and her husband seems to have an intense case of double standards (he would definitely not have married her if she was not a virgin).
I don't think so. They've barely dated and gotten to know one another. They both seemed to be more eager to get married than to live with one another forever. If they had dated for a bit longer, I'm sure they would know what they were getting into and there would have been fewer disappointments down the road.
I don't think so. I think they will have a somewhat successful marriage (no divorce, adultery) but I wonder if they'll be truly happy.


    

Part 5 - Chapter 15

    Discussion from r/yearofannakarenina (2023)

 Do you think Levin's marriage to Kitty has changed his perspective on life and work?
 What do you think about Levin's attitude to Kitty's housekeeping?
 What do you make of Levin’s concern that Kitty’s upbringing was ‘too superficial and frivolous’?
 Tolstoy suggests Levin’s concern should be his work, and Kitty’s concern should be ‘building the nest’. Do you agree?
* Anything else you'd like to discuss?
Final line:


He knew not that she was instinctively aware of this, and preparing herself for this time of terrible toil, did not reproach herself for the moments of carelessness and happiness in her love that she enjoyed now while gaily building her nest for the future.



10 Comments


    
        yearofbot (+1)

        Past years discussions:
- 2019-12-08
- 2021-05-19
I am a bot, and this action was performed automatically. Please contact the moderators of this subreddit if you have any questions or concerns.


    


    
        DernhelmLaughed (+6)

        Adjusting to their newly-married life:
Kitty: Is it OK to stare at my husband? I will use telepathy to make him turn around and face me.
Levin: I will now apply my (hit or miss) theories of improving crop yield to my wife. She'll be the most productive woman in Russia!


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+5)

        I love that they are now in more of a honeymoon phase.  Very sweet and loving.
I think Levin seems more flexible with his perspective on life and work.
Levin is fussy as always about how others raise their kids. I imagine that Kitty did have a less “hardened” upbringing and was quite coddled and naive. She hasn’t dug her hands into ranch life like Levin. I originally thought he would want someone hardier to marry like the peasant woman he was watching. Things could get interesting. I think Levin will also broaden her interest to be a partner in the estate and workers if she has any interest. She is a young girl away from home the first time. He might have to coach her a little on her role in his estate.
I think in those times in Russia, it was appropriate for Levin to focus on work and Kitty on the nest. I had to chuckle that he was thinking she didn’t have any interests and really she was just taking a breather before launching into starting a family. Good for her to not give herself a hard time.


    


    
        helenofyork (+2)

        It is good for Kitty and Levin to have their own spheres of influence in their life together. I think that Levin watches and studies Kitty too much. He could be relaxed and let things flow but, then again, he wouldn't be Levin if he did that. There is such a thing as over-managing everything.


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+3)

        He probably won't watch and study her so much when they're used to each other. She watches and studies him too.


    


    
        helenofyork (+2)

        Levin's seems more intense!


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+4)

        Yes, it's clear that Levin has a somewhat different attitude to life and work. When he thought Kitty had rejected him he found meaning in his work, on his property and in writing his book. Now he finds life with Kitty so delightful that he has to remind himself of the importance of his work. (Rich people problems. Other people have to go back to work after the honeymoon whether they want to or not.)
I could do without Levin's (and presumably Tolstoy's) musings on the state of the Russian economy and the structure of its society.
My favorite part?


“A little curl, oh yes.  No, no, we are busy at our work!"
Work did not progress further, and they darted apart from one another like culprits when Kouzma came in to announce that tea was ready.”

I wonder how much time passed before Kouzma came in. They seemed to be having a lot of fun.


    


    
        [deleted] (+5)

        The characters are so complex and multi-faceted that these questions are almost impossible to answer! It is also impossible to predict where this book will go next, which is a part of its charm.


    


    
        coltee_cuckoldee (+3)

        He seems to be a bit more relaxed when it comes to his work but his thoughts at the end of the chapter do worry me. I think they will have a huge fight about this soon and he'll blame her for his "uselessness". The way he had to repeatedly remind himself that she wasn't responsible for his lethargy scares me.
He seems to be somewhat grateful for all the tasks she's been doing around the home. It looks like she's keeping his desk more organized and that might help him later on (even though this is a task he can do himself).
I didn't like it. He doesn't seem to respect her at all. I hated the way he declared that she has no real interests. She grew up in 19th century Russia- I'm sure there were a lot of rules as to how women could behave and she was likely not exposed to any outdoor hobbies worth pursuing. Levin seems to have a weird complex about being good at certain things (knowing farming, not being too dependent on his workers, etc) but why would he expect a city girl to be interested in these activities?
This book was written a long time ago so it does make sense when considering that time period. I don't think Kitty is trained for employment- she likely can't get any job other than a nurse/governess and these positions are probably beneath her as she already comes from a rich household. I do think that Levin should focus more on his work and less on criticizing his wife.
Random thoughts: Kitty seems to be so much smarter than Levin even though she's more than 10 years younger than him. She knows that she'll likely be a mother soon and is already preparing for it. Levin, on the other hand, is worried about the smallest issues. He clearly needs to learn how to grow up and live with others- I know he likely has some issues when it comes to this as he did not have much of a family growing up but he needs to step up and be there for his wife and future kids.


    


    
        Pythias (+3)

         Yes, because Levin is so tied to his emotions that his perspective seems to change with his emotions.
 I think he's a bit condescending. He doesn't seem to understand why Kitty is nesting. Still, I think that they're happy and I hope they make it a happy marriage. I'm rooting for them.
 I somewhat expected it and I think others did too. We were all a bit concerned on how Kitty was going to adjust to the country. But she seems to have found her place really well. I think Levin is just a bit critical but I don't see it as too big a deal.
 No I don't but the book is a product of it's time. And I usually give older books a pass for that sort of thing. We naturally evolve and back then I'm sure that that's what was expect of women in not just Russian society but others as well. And Kitty seems happy with it.


    

Part 5 - Chapter 16

    Discussion from r/yearofannakarenina (2023)

Sorry, I know it's late.
 It seems that Agafya Mikhalovna and Kitty are now on good terms. How do you think this has come about?
 Do you think Kitty should be accompanying Levin, or that this is something for him to deal with alone?
 What do you make of Levin attributing base motivations to his wife?


Such a critical moment for me, and all she can think about is being bored on her own.

 How do you think Kitty will react to the depravity of her brother-in-law's situation?
* Anything else you'd like to discuss?
Final line:


The mere idea of his wife, his Kitty, being in the same room with a common wench, set him shuddering with horror and loathing.

See you all next week!
EDIT: I'm an idiot, we still have one more chapter to read this week. Continue to the next chapter.
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        sunnydaze7777777 (+5)

        Oh boy, Tolstoy nailed this argument. It sounds like some I have had myself being with a former life long bachelor. Levin questions Kitty’s motives and doesn’t understand what it is like to have a partner support him during difficult times. He wants to protect her and keep her from his brothers “seedy” lifestyle and girlfriend.
Part of me agrees with Levin that this is something he wants to do alone and now he has the burden of worrying about her as well as his brother. But also I feel like he just needs to take a chance and see how she reacts instead of making assumptions. It could be a an incredible bonding experience for them and is how married couples should support each other. He was clearly ashamed of his brother and shouldn’t be. I applaud Kitty for pushing.
Side note, as I said I see some of myself here, I see that they are both doing a poor job of communicating their thoughts before making comments. And they end up hurting the other persons feelings. Levin specifically behaved poorly and let his shame run him. I am happy to se Kitty is strong enough to stand up to him.


    


    
        DernhelmLaughed (+3)

        

doesn’t understand what it is like to have a partner support him during difficult times

Godd observation. Maybe this is it. Levin hasn't been shown to have an equal partner beside him when he is dealing with things. We've seen him with his workers, who defer to him eventually.


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+4)

        I'm glad Agafea Mihalovna and Kitty have arrived at a comfortable relationship. Kitty must have understood how difficult it was for Agafea to give up control of the household affairs, having been in charge for so long, and shown her some grace. And she also probably realized how much help Agafea could give her.
I loved it that Kitty immediately assumed she'd accompany her husband on a mission that was important to him. I think this will be critical in making their marriage a real partnership. And Levin needs to realize this is what she wants and needs.
And I'm so disappointed that Levin retains his dichotomous and stereotypical view of women as worthy/good and "vermin" as he called the cigarette girl in the first book. I'd hoped he would modify his views, seeing that Marya Nikolayevna was a real person who truly cared for his brother. But the only change has been to move from "vermin" to "common wench." Not a huge improvement.
Kitty will handle things just fine. Remember her experience at the spa, caring for people and having a servant attitude. I don't think that has left her.


    


    
        coltee_cuckoldee (+5)

        Kitty's a very sweet and well-mannered girl. I won't be surprised if Agatha is somewhat relieved by this marriage. She has someone to keep company with and Kitty is friendlier than Levin, so she probably feels like she's part of this family.
I understand Kitty's argument more than Levin's. He does not want her to not accompany her because he's worried that she might have to deal with his brother's mistress. If Levin can deal with her, I don't understand why Kitty cannot- she's already married so it's not like her reputation can take a hit for associating with someone like that.
I think it's very immature of Levin to act like this. To be frank, Kitty is just 20- I wouldn't blame her if she did not want to be alone (she has likely never been alone previously). I'm so disappointed in Levin. He was so desperate for marital life and now that he's finally gotten exactly what he wanted, he's already tired of it. He just had this idealized fantasy in his head and now that his marriage isn't exactly like that, he's already blaming it on his wife.
I think she will be shocked but I'm sure she'll be compassionate and treat Mary well.
Random thought: The last line gave me the ick. It's almost hilarious how horrified Levin seems to be at the thought of his wife conversing with a "girl of the streets". His madonna-whore complex is something else. He wasn't even a virgin when he got married- I doubt he'd sleep with a woman loved as she'd probably go down in his eyes for having premarital sex with him. I'm sure he lost his virginity to a prostitute.


    


    
        DernhelmLaughed (+2)

         Perhaps because they have accepted that people living in close proximity need to get along.
 Levin's relationship with this brother is something he cares about, and which troubles him, even shames him. Kitty needs to understand the facets of this important relationship, and the best way to do so is to see this for herself.
 Levin is again demonstrating that he only considers his own POV. He has not asked if Kitty has an us-yet unknown reason to want to accompany him. (Apart from her natural inclination to not want to be parted from him.) And Levin is actually projecting his own derision for this "undesirable woman", but disguising it as concern for propriety. How snooty of him. His resistance to Kitty coming along is really his shame that she will see this "ugly" side of his family.
 Kitty seems like the sort to care about the person, and she will be careful of Levin's feelings.


    


    
        InvertedNeo (+2)

         I think that Kitty's intuitive about other people's feelings and that made it so much easier for Agafya to accept Kitty into the household and as the mistress of the house.
 I was so irked by Levin's reaction to Kitty wanting to come along. She's his wife, of course she should come along. I get his wanting to try to have to do this alone but he's married now and it really should be something that Kitty can support Levin through.
 I thought it was a pretty unfair assumption. Levin has no idea how Kitty will react in the situation and for him to assume that she will be "bored" makes me think that he sees her as being selfish. But Kitty's not that type of person.
 I'm not sure but this is not her first rodeo with sickly people.


    

Part 5 - Chapter 17

    Discussion from r/yearofannakarenina (2023)

 What did you think about Tolstoy's description of the hotel? Is he generalizing about modernization?
 Why do you think Kitty is so much more at ease around Nikolay in his dying state than Kostya?
 What do you make of the relationship Tolstoy refers to, between the dying and the living?
 How do you think Kitty's behavior and Kostya's anxious comments/thoughts at the hotel will affect their marriage, if it hasn't already?
* Anything else to you'd like to discuss?
Final line:


"We must ask about another room," she said to her husband, "so that we might be nearer."
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        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+4)

        The description of the hotel is certainly unsavory, but I don't think he's generalizing about modernization. If he's generalizing about anything, it's "the public," the unsavory folks who patronize these places. Tolstoy was an aristocrat, like Levin, and he doesn't think much of the common folk.
It seems to me that, presented with a "filthy" room, Levin could have insisted that the room be cleaned before they occupied it.
Kitty is more at ease with Nikolay than her husband for two reasons.
First, Nikolay is Kostya's older brother, and his current condition is a devastating contrast to the Nikolay who lives in his memory. It's also confirmation that he's dying, and Kostyra will lose him soon.
Kitty doesn't really know him, so she doesn't have the personal connection. She does, however, have experience being around sick people; she was quite an angel of mercy when she was at the spa. She is probably treating Nikolay much as she treated her "patients" there.
I think Kitty and Kostya will learn more about each other from this experience, and I think it will deepen their love. Also, Kostya will come to respect his wife more than he has.


    


    
        InvertedNeo (+5)

         I thought he painted a pretty disgusting picture of the hotel. I didn't think of him generalizing modernization until I read the question and now I do think that it paints an ugly picture for modernization. Though, I'm not sure if that's what Tolstoy was trying to convey.
 I think that it helps that Kitty has experience with the sickly. Kitty's probably more comfortable with the idea of death because of her religion. Levin who doesn't have faith but also probably hasn't considered what happens after death is prone to be uncomfortable because of the unknown. Death is scary for some people.

 I think it's going to make their marriage stronger. In a way they balance each other out.


    


    
        coltee_cuckoldee (+3)

        I thought that the description was very vivid. I don't think Tolstoy is generalizing about modernization. This particular hotel seems to have been constructed recently for the poor/middle class- a lot of people probably visited it but the owners likely refused to spend much on maintaining it which is why it turned into a dump which further attracted unclean/unpleasant people.
Kostya probably feels guilty at the lack of relationship he shared with his brother. He was always distant/somewhat embarrassed (as Nikolai was living in with Mary) and almost disappointed to meet him. He probably thinks he should have helped him more in the past but there's nothing he can do at the moment as it's too late. Kitty does not feel any such guilt which is why she's comfortable around Nicholas.
The way that Tolstoy described the jealousy felt by the dying towards the living was very sad. Poor Nicholas, he likely suffered from mental health issues and he's dying so young.
I think Levin might throw a fit since Kitty has recommended Nikolai to move closer to them. He's living in his own world as usual where he needs to be the main character- his brother is dying and he's "vexed with his wife."
Random thoughts: Levin's disgust with "lowly" women (who just mind their own business) is borderline hilarious. Even in this chapter, Mary is referred to as an "incomprehensible and terrible woman". Nikolai seems to have picked up Levin's discomfort as well since he asks Mary/Masha to leave the room after cleaning up.
Love this phrase: "air of artificiality"


    


    
        DernhelmLaughed (+2)

        Kostya is concerned with the propriety of the situation, while Kitty cares about the quality of life for Nikolay. I think Kostya cares deeply about his dying brother, but has deflected his tangle of frustration, grief and anger in the direction less important things that make him ashamed, such as Nikolay's living conditions and his choice of companion.


    


    
        helenofyork (+2)

        The Cecil Hotel) in LA was the 1st thing that came to mind when the hotel is described.


    


    
        InvertedNeo (+3)

        Ugh, LA is a dumpster fire and it only gets worse with age. 
I always tell people that if they're going to visit Southern California skip LA and check out San Diego instead.
I really feel that the only thing worth visiting in LA is the Walt Disney Concert Hall.


    

Part 5 - Chapter 18

    Discussion from r/yearofannakarenina (2023)




And pity in her womanly heart did not arouse at all that feeling of horror and loathing that it aroused in her husband, but a desire to act, to find out all the details of his state, and to remedy them.

What do you think about Tolstoy's implication here?



Levin did not approve of all this; he did not believe it would be of any good to the patient. Above all, he feared the patient would be angry at it.

Why does Konstantine feel like that?
 What do you think makes Kitty capable of doing what everyone else around Nikolai cannot?
 Do you think the changes Kitty made will make a difference?
* Anything else you'd like to discuss?
Final line:


Levin, shaking with sobs and unable to articulate a word, went out of the room.
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        sunnydaze7777777 (+5)

        I think Tolstoy is saying through Konstantine is that he feels like pity and having someone help them are not favorable traits. He is an independent man and is probably picturing himself helpless and sick. He would want to hide away and not have pity. He would be embarrassed to have people fawning over him. Pride gets in the way. I am guessing many people feel this way.
Tolstoy seems to imply that women are better at giving the help and ignoring the patients pride while men can’t seem to take their own projection out of the situation.
It seems Nikolay felt similarly but finally had to give in and realize Kitty’s help was making him feel better. I do think it makes a difference to be more comfortable and gives him hope that he is being cared for.
Kitty was eager to help Dolly when her kids got scarlatina so probably gained great experience and had an inclination to nurse others. She also likely was well cared for as a child whenever she was sick and saw how that worked whereas Levin didn’t grow up in a coddled environment.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+4)

        Fascinating comment from prior years reading about inspiration for Nikolai.
Here is something interesting  I stumbled upon:
Pre-dating Gilles de la Tourette's 1885 publication which defined TS (Tourette Syndrome), likely portrayals of TS or tic disorder in fictional literature are Mr. Pancks in Little Dorritt by Charles Dickens and Nikolai Levin in Anna Karenina by Leo Tolstoy.
According to Hendrik Voss, .... Nikolai is portrayed as having numerous motor tics ("head, neck and body jerks, facial wrinkling, eyebrow twitching and grimacing") as well as the vocal tic of shouting.
The description may have been based on Tolstoy's brother, Dmitry Tolstoy, who is described as having "peculiar movements of head and neck plus inappropriate shouts".
Also, Tolstoy  "vividly recalled the agonizing death of his brother Dmitry from tuberculosis in 1856"


    


    
        DernhelmLaughed (+2)

        Interesting contextual reading, thanks!


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+4)

        I don't know what Tolstoy is implying, but I loved this chapter. Kitty is so competent, knowing just what to do, and her husband gains so much respect for her.
Levin's own reactions feel very authentic and may be based in part on Tolstoy's experiences, since both his brothers died of TB. This was before he married, though, so if a competent woman was involved in their care, it wasn't Tolstoy's wife.


    


    
        helenofyork (+3)

        I think that Tolstoy wants to show us that Kitty is a competent woman. She has just never been given the chance to shine before. Up to now, we see her as almost a child but she had no responsibilities.


    


    
        Pythias (+3)

         I think that it's a implication that Kitty has natural motherly instincts. Kitty sees a person in need and needs to be taken care of and so she does.
 I think that it's because Konstantine may feel slight shame that he couldn't do all this for his brother.
 I think that Kitty has experience with this so it makes it easier for her. I recall when Kitty went abroad and had experience in helping the needy.
 Yes! I think it's amazing for Nikolai; just because he's dying doesn't mean that he can't be comforted and treated with dignity.


    


    
        coltee_cuckoldee (+3)

        I think it means that Levin is more hesitant to help his brother as he's afraid that his help would be rejected (and Nikolai would get angry) whereas Kitty, having worked with patients before, is more at ease in this situation. She knows what to do and is carrying the orders out- she's so confident in this scene compared to how she previously was while courting Vronsky.
Nikolai probably did not expect to be so helpless and require his younger brother's help at such a young age. His pride is probably hurt and seeing pity in Levin's eyes hurts him more. Konstantin understands this and is therefore hesitant to help him.
Her previous experience working with the medical patients in Germany really helped her. She knows what to do and it seems like her knowledge is more specialized (it's not just the first aid knowledge every woman is expected to know) as she's able to give orders to Mary.
I think the changes Kitty made will make a difference. Nikolai will probably die- I don't see him recovering at all. However, he will die peacefully and Levin will be absolved of some guilt as his presence (and that of Kitty) did alleviate some of his brother's troubles while he was on his death bed. I think this episode will bring Levin and Kitty closer and


    


    
        DernhelmLaughed (+2)

         Kitty feels it is her duty to help, regardless of the likely or possible outcome. Levin seems to be paralyzed by inaction, but I'm not sure if it is because he is so fearful of a bad outcome, or because he is used to making plans that have a chance of success, and is lost when success looks out of reach.
 Yes, at least she is trying. Nikolai is going to benefit from her attention to his condition, and which has led to better treatment. It's even made a difference to Levin because he now sees hope for his brother, and sees his wife in a new light. Levin himself has been shaken out of his inaction.


    

Part 5 - Chapter 19

    Discussion from r/yearofannakarenina (2023)




‘Thou hast hid these things from the wise and prudent, and hast revealed them unto babes.’ So Levin thought about his wife as he talked to her that evening.

What do you think about that?
 Levin now calls Kitty 'Katya'. Why?
 What do you make of Levin and Kitty’s differing views on religion?
 Tolstoy compares Kitty’s mental state to a soldier before battle, the moment where one has to prove their worth. Does Kitty feel like she has to prove herself?
* Anything else you'd like to discuss?
Final line:


‘But we have many days before us; we must go to bed,’ said Kitty, glancing at her tiny watch.
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        sunnydaze7777777 (+6)

        I am going to give Levin the benefit of the doubt and say that he means that Kitty didn’t use her intellect but instead used her intuitiveness to help his sick brother. Whereas Levin uses logic and thinking (his intellect) to understand things. He has no instinctive way to understand how to help someone who is dying.
I think he calls her Katya as it is a more grown up nickname (like Kate for Katherine) than Kitty.


    


    
        DernhelmLaughed (+3)

        I think there is some nuance in Kitty's motivations in what must be, to her, a completely new situation. She acts where Levin does not because she automatically thinks of helping. There are some gender roles that perhaps make her feel compelled to help, and even take charge, in the nursing of a family member. And she might, as Tolstoy says, need to prove herself to her new husband and his household at this first major crisis of their marriage.


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+5)

        At first I thought the "wise and prudent" comment was kind of insulting to Kitty. And then I thought, wait, why is non-religious Levin quoting Jesus? Guess he must have had more religious education than I thought. Anyway, I take Jesus' meaning to be that it's the "babes" who perceive the true essence of things, and the "wise" are missing the point. Kitty has done what's needed and important.
I've always been confused by the nickname Kitty, which is not Russian. Same with Dolly, for that matter. Regardless, maybe he's calling her Katya (the more expected Russian nickname) because his brother did, and he liked it.
I haven't gotten the feeling that Kitty is thinking about proving her worth. She's doing what's necessary.


    


    
        Fontane15 (+5)

        Western fashion, including nicknames is in in Russian society at this time. Katherine-Kitty. Darya gets more westernized Dolly. It’s why Betsy goes by Betsy instead of whatever the Russian nickname of Elisaveta is.


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+2)

        Thank you!


    


    
        helenofyork (+3)

        Growing up in Orthodox Russia Levin would have had to have some sort of religious knowledge.


    


    
        Pythias (+5)

         I think that Levin sees this new side of Kitty and is surprised by wisdom of taking care of the sickly. I think he's impressed because he can't do what Kitty is doing.
 I feel that Kitty's more comfortable with death because of her religion where as Levin fears it because (and I think I've said this somewhere else before) he's so lost without religion and without belief.
 If I remember correctly Nikolai starts calling her this first and I believe it's because he respects her. I think Levin starts to call her Katya because in his eyes Kitty has grown showing her newfound (newfound to Levin) wisdom.
 I don't think Kitty feels that she has to prove herself. I feel it's more so that she believes it's her duty as Levin's wife.


    


    
        coltee_cuckoldee (+2)

        I'm not exactly sure what Levin meant by this comment. Maybe he wanted to imply that Kitty has hidden so many of her talents from smart/cunning people and has revealed them only to the naive/helpless ones (like Nikolai). He probably meant it as a compliment but it does seem a bit backhanded especially when he declared that he was much more intelligent than Agatha/Kitty but they knew what to do in the face of death.
My version (Maude) specifies the nickname to be Kate which I found very odd (since it's so anglicized). It's a cute nickname for Kitty but she already has a nickname: Kitty since her real name is Ekaterina.
It's clear that Kitty is more religious when compared to Levin but we had already seen this when he was struggling in front of the priest. I guess their views on religion are not so different so as to be incompatible.
I think she has already proven herself. She has been so helpful in ensuring that Nikolai dies peacefully.
Favorite lines: "She was in that highly-wrought state when the reasoning powers act with great rapidity: the state a man is in before a battle or a struggle, in danger, and at the decisive moments of life- those moments at which the man shows once for all what he is worth, that his past was not lived in vain but was a preparation of these moments."


    

Part 5 - Chapter 20

    Discussion from r/yearofannakarenina (2023)

 What did you think of Nikolay’s progression from wanting to live to wanting to die?



If he (Levin) had any feeling for his brother at that moment, it was envy for the knowledge the dying man had now that he could not have

What do you think about that?
 Why do you think Marya Nikolaevna was able to so accurately predict the moment of Nikolay's death?
 What do you make of Levin feeling love has saved him from despair, and becomes even stronger and purer in the face of despair?
 Kitty is pregnant! Did you expect that?
 Anything else you'd like to discuss?
Final line:


Her indisposition was a symptom that she was with child.
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        sunnydaze7777777 (+8)

        Tolstoy did an amazing job describing the last days of a dying man. I really felt I was there. It was exhausting to read but also provided such dignity to the dying man.
It makes sense to me that someone has hope but then who is experiencing such pain would want to die.
I think it’s a profound statement that our minds expand in ways we can’t even imagine as we are dying.
It’s about the right time for Kitty to be pregnant. Should make some great new chapters in their life and our reading.


    


    
        DernhelmLaughed (+6)

         I'm tempted to say that if you make enough guesses, you increase your chances of happening on the right answer by accident. They've been waiting for Nikolay to succumb for a while now.
 Levin has taken some positives from this situation because of Kitty. Not just because she helped with Nikolay's care, but because her presence bridged the estrangement between the two brothers.
* No, but it's not a surprise. I wonder if this will be used as another counterpoint to the other parents in the story.


    


    
        helenofyork (+4)

        Marya Nikolaevna: Just because you were a prostitute does not mean you are stupid.
The deathbed is hard to understand the first time around but when the end comes it is unmistakable. She can feel Nikolai's change in state.
Marya is treated with so much contempt whenever we see her. I bet she wasn't left anything or given anything when Nikolai died. As a past prostitute she is seen as less than human by Levin.


    


    
        Pythias (+4)

         He's tired. He's in pain. I'm not surprised. When Kitty was there to cater to him it really did seem like there was hope. But now that the reality has set in, I can completely understand why he wants to let go.
 I think that everyone gets curious about what happens after death. And with Nikolai being on his death bed, Levin assumes that Nikolai will have the answers to what happens after death.
 She was with him long enough that I think she knew him well. Marya probably picked up one how Nikolai knew his time had come.
 Going through the loss of a loved one is hard. But having support of loved ones makes it an easier burden. I think that Kitty's strength has given Levin strength.
* I didn't expect Kitty to be pregnant but she was nesting before they came to visit Nikolai, so maybe we should have known.


    


    
        Longjumping_Deal7792 (+4)

        after reading this chapter with the title “death” it made the whole ordeal feel inevitable for nikolai and more sad for levin and kitty, giving the reader the same perspective as them when they arrive, that he will die they just don’t know when. i think it was a smart addition to the chapter


    


    
        coltee_cuckoldee (+3)

        It's tragic but I guess he couldn't fool himself into believing that he had another chance at life. It was obvious to everyone that he was going to die and their behavior made it obvious to him as well.
I wonder what sort of knowledge Levin is referring to here. Does he want to know how his brother feels, is he at peace, etc? I think this incident might cause Levin to change and focus on his life instead of worrying about the past/future.
She's lived with him for so long. She probably knows his habits as well as his quirks (how he reacts when he's worried, etc).
I do agree with Levin's belief here. I wonder how he would have reacted to his brother's death if he hadn't gotten together with Kitty. Would he even visit his brother for one last time? Kitty's love did encourage him to get some closure when it comes to this chapter of his life.
I did guess that when it was mentioned that Kitty was feeling sick herself. She was also previously preparing for pregnancy so I wasn't surprised at all.
Favorite lines:
"Levin knew his brother and the direction of his thoughts, knew that he had become a skeptic not because it was easier for him to live without faith, but because step by step modern scientific explanations of the phenomenon of the universe had driven out his faith; he knew therefore that his return to the old faith was not legitimate, not a similar result of thought, but was only a temporary, selfish and irrational hope of recovery."
"His life was quite swallowed up in a consciousness of suffering and a desire to be released from it."


    

Part 5 - Chapter 21

    Discussion from r/yearofannakarenina (2023)

 We get a lot of insights into Alexei's emotions and backstory. What do you think about him? Did this chapter change your opinion about Alexei?
 Anna's aunt brought Alexei and Anna together. As to certain circumstances Alexei had to marry Anna. What do you think about that? Was it the aunt's intention when she introduced those two to each other?
 What do you make of Alexei’s general fear and distrust of women?
 What do you think he should do at this point?
* Anything else you'd like to discuss?
Final line:


All women, simply as women, were terrible and distasteful to him.
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        sunnydaze7777777 (+7)

        I have always had sympathy for Alexey.  This chapter with his back story helped me see how stoic he really is and how he has never had support or anyone to support him. I feel bad for him in his current very public shame, especially being in a high public position.
I am not sure if the Aunt was being shady and forcing Anna on Alexey or if he being so much older took some liberties in their relationship which resulted in possibly ruining her reputation and requiring marriage. I tend to think the former is true based on what we know of Alexey.
I just think Alexey hasn’t had any female figures in her personal or professional life (besides Anna who betrayed him) so he does have a fear and distrust of women.
I hope he is able to find someone to confide in before he has a public breakdown.
PS - I am going to be reading the next chapters now with great trepidation for fear of having to see him deal Anna and Vronsky again when they return. Reading through fingers over my eyes.


    


    
        DernhelmLaughed (+2)

        

Reading through fingers over my eyes.

LOL Yeah. I don't think there will be a duel, though not 100% ruling that out. But I bet it is going to be messy.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+3)

        A duel would be so crazy right now!


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+3)

        I have even more sympathy for Alexey than before. He really is alone in the world. Except for his son, and he doesn't even think about him here.
I figured there was some kind of matchmaker involved in the marriage; not too surprising it was an aunt. She probably targeted him for his money, since the Oblonskys are clearly not rich.
Maybe his experiences with specific women has caused him to think they all are deceitful. That's not too surprising.
What should he do now? Try to connect with his son. Invite somebody to dinner. Try to get out of his own head.


    


    
        DernhelmLaughed (+3)

        

She probably targeted him for his money, since the Oblonskys are clearly not rich.

That's a good point. I keep forgetting Anna and Stiva are related, and share some backstory.


    


    
        DernhelmLaughed (+3)

         He is in a position of isolation, and this is by design. His aloofness and lack of close friendships seems to be part of retaining his status, professionally and socially. But now he sees that he needs human connection, perhaps this is a parallel to Anna's need for human connection.
 What a wretched beginning. His agreement to the marriage was out of apathy. And we don't know what Anna felt about this, but she's clearly realized she's missed out on love, and so went seeking passion with Vronsky. I suppose the aunt hoped that the marriage agreement was all that was needed to settle their futures.
 I mean, it's kind of justified, based on the small sample size of the aunt and Anna.
 The marriage is over. His best bet is to move on.


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+5)

        

small sample size of the aunt and Anna

Also people like Princess Betsy, and the other aristocratic ladies with their boy toys.


    


    
        Fontane15 (+3)

        This chapter just makes me wonder what occurred in Anna and Stiva’s childhoods that they both have turned out as cheaters. It just makes me feel bad for Alexei. He also felt forced into the marriage so he could also have had resentment towards Anna, find comfort in other women. But he doesn’t do any of that, unlike Anna. I think the aunt saw the money and status of Alexei and his rising government star, and wanted Anna attached to that so she tricked him. It’s hard to say what he should do because he seems to want to defer to Anna and Anna has changed her mind several times already. Originally she didn’t want a divorce because she’d be an official fallen woman and never see her son again. Now she is open to the divorce when Alexei is not.


    


    
        coltee_cuckoldee (+3)

        It looks like the aunt might have had a significant impact on their lives. Maybe they were taught to be manipulative and do anything for a comfortable and wealthy life and now that they've attained what they've always desired (money, status, etc), they want love/sex (a luxury that their peers could focus on while these two were hustling).


    


    
        Pythias (+3)

         I've been on Alexei's side for awhile. This chapter just reaffirm that and made me admire him a bit more.
 Very probably. I wonder what she thinks of the situation.
*I think it's unfair but really can't blame him. Losing trust especially in someone that you love really does make it hard to trust again.
*I really do think that he should just divorce Anna. Despite it not being a thing he nor Anna wants. But I think in the long one it would be best for both.


    


    
        coltee_cuckoldee (+2)

        I feel sorry for Alexei. It's clear that he regrets forgiving Anna and getting attached to her lovechild. His backstory did somewhat explain his aloofness and unfriendly nature. He was orphaned young so I'm sure he just focused on securing a decent job. This does explain why he's so practical to the point that he just irritates Anna- he hasn't ever been romantic and doesn't know how to begin doing so now.
I was surprised when it was mentioned that Anna was compromised. I wonder what that implies- did they sleep together before marriage or were they just too close for society's comfort? I'm also surprised that Anna's aunt is doing the introducing- was Anna an orphan as well? It's clear that the aunt intended them to get married which is why she introduced the two.
I understand why he feels like this but it's wrong and this thought process isn't going to benefit him at all.
I think he should move to another town so as to insulate himself from the gossip. They do have more than one house (it was previously mentioned that Anna and Karenin lived in different houses before she ran off to Italy with Vronsky) and he could take Serezha's nanny as well. It looks like his career will come to an end as everyone seems to know about the affair and they seem disgusted by it.
Favorite line: "He felt that he could not divert from himself people's hatred, because that hatred was caused not by his badness but by his disgraceful and repulsive misery."


    


    
        Ok_Patience_4394 (+1)

        I know it's been two years, but unfortunately I only recently started reading. I think they didn't sleep together before marriage. For Karenin, that would have been unthinkable; he's too strict and law-abiding. I think he was overly polite and attentive, conversing, walking, and being with her, but he didn't realize that society would interpret this as "courtship." But that's not like Vronsky. Vronsky didn't consider it courtship because of his St. Petersburg society and code, and Karenin didn't because of his lack of experience with women.


    

Part 5 - Chapter 22

    Discussion from r/yearofannakarenina (2023)

 What are your impressions of Lidia Ivanovna? Do you think she can be Karenin’s ticket out of his present state of misery?
 How would you comfort Alexei?
 Lidia told Seryozha that his mother is dead. What do you think about that? Was she right to do so?
 Do you think Lidia's involvement in the Karenin household is simply Christian charity, or does she have another motive?
 Do you think this new interpretation of Christianity will help Alexei in the long run?
 Anything else you'd like to discuss?
Final line:


But for Aleksey Alexandrovich it was a necessity to think that way; it was such a necessity for him in his humiliation to have at least some elevation, however imaginary, from which, lookedd down upon by all, he could look down on others, that he clung to his mock salvation as if it were genuine.
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        coltee_cuckoldee (+5)

        I think we've previously met Princess Lydia. She was Anna's close friend before the Vronsky affair started, after which Anna became friendlier with Princess Betsy. It's nice that she's helping Karenin out but I wonder what she wants? I don't think she was even previously close to Karenin. I think she might help him out of his misery but I question her motives.
I would tell him to take a vacation and live in another city for a while. He has more than one house so he can easily take Serezha with him and return when the gossip dies down.
I don't think this was the correct thing to do. The poor kid is already dealing with a mother who abandoned him and a distant father. It was cruel to lie to him like this.
I'm unsure about this. She already seems to be well off so I don't think she wants to financially manipulate Karenin. I wonder if she was ever jealous of Anna. Maybe she's now emboldened enough to take steps against her as she now has a valid reason to be disgusted by Anna's actions.
I do think Karenin will become religious but I don't really see this negatively affecting him in the future. He'll probably forgive Anna and Vronsky and be at peace with himself.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+5)

        I was trying to remember how we knew Lydia and found buried in the prior year comments this recap:
Countess Lydia Ivanovna recap
I_am_Norwegian:
•	⁠[Karenin]'s nickname for her is "samovar", because she's always heated about something. [1.31]
•	⁠Lydia is the centre of Anna's social circle in the Petersburg society, but it was through Anna's husband that she knew Lydia. [1.31]
•	⁠She's tall and plump, with an unhealthy, sallow complexion, but with lovely eyes. [1.32]
•	⁠The countess loves everything which does not concern her. [1.32]
•	⁠If I remember correctly, Lydia's faith was very influenced by that travelling German preacher who taught a highly personal, but also shallow, kind of Christianity.
One of Norwegian’s bullet points was about the “naked” Lydia from the ball early in the book. Cautiou informs us that this is not the same Lydia, thankfully!
She was the centre of the “little circle of elderly, unattractive, virtuous, and pious women and clever, learned, ambitious men” which Anna moved away from after returning from Moscow.
She was also one of the first to notice and warn Karenin about Anna and Vronsky [2.26].
She advised Karenin Divorce is the best way out of his situation [4.3].
They also seem to have worked together sometimes, as 4.3 states “His main assistant in this matter was supposed to be Countess Lydia Ivanovna. She was a specialist in the business of deputations, and no one knew better than she how to set things up and steer deputations in the right direction.”


    


    
        coltee_cuckoldee (+2)

        Wow, she's been actively against Anna for quite some time. I guess her religious nature explains why she's so opposed to Anna at the moment, but Betsy and other high society women are also cheating on their husbands so this adultery situation is likely not too rare in upper society. It's just that Anna's affair is so public- is this what angers Lydia?


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+2)

        Right - I was surprised by all the history. I think she is a bit extreme on the religion and probably does frown on anyone having an affair regardless of social norms. I bet this is why she supports Karenin so avidly.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+4)

        Lidia seems like a very helpful lady of the church. I think she is helping him by refocusing him on the positive and on his faith.
I don’t think it’s right that she told him his mother is dead. I guess I didn’t take it literally. I was thinking she meant that his mother was dead to them. Hmmmm.
I do think Lidia’s main motive is to help Alexey and his son. I do think she plans to also ensure that her help entails them becoming more devout.
I do think religion can help him forgive himself and not feel shame.  Though Tolstoy makes this new religion sound pretty shallow - like Karenin is faking it till he makes it. While Lidia seems to actually believe it.


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+4)

        

I was thinking she meant that his mother was dead to them. 

I was really hoping she meant that. Surely she wouldn't think the child would actually believe his mother had died and never say anything to his father about it.
Also, I remember Alexey telling Anna that "my son will go to my sister" when he first told her he wouldn't allow Seryozha to go with her. Yet here he is, with his father. And also, what sister? In the last chapter we were told Karenin is an orphan, and his only brother had died.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+3)

        Oh my what sister indeed. Good question. I wonder what he means. The only thing I can think is his dead brothers wife?


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+3)

        Ah, could be the brother’s widow. And she declined the opportunity.


    


    
        Pythias (+2)

         I hope so. But she's also still married and I think in Karenin's opinion, it would still be shameful if he started an affair with her. Also I thought it was really bold and cold for her to tell Karenin's son that Anna was dead.
 I honestly don't know but if I were his friend I would try to be there for him.
 She's savage. And cold.
 I think she's just being a good friend. I don't think I see any alternate ulterior motives.
* I really hope so it seems something that he really clings on to.


    

Part 5 - Chapter 23

    Discussion from r/yearofannakarenina (2023)

 Why do you think Lidia's husband left her so early in the marriage?
 What do you think about Lidia's string of passions? Is Karenin just the next in line?
 Why did Anna write to Lidia rather than Alexey to ask to see her son?
 Would you be for or against a Karenin and Ivanovna relationship? Do you think he would be interested?
* Anything else you'd like to discuss?
Final line:


She loved this means of communication, since it had an elegance and mystery that her personal interactions with him lacked.

See you all next week!
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        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+3)

        Why did Lidia's husband leave her so quickly? Possibly because he was a dissipated rake who had expected his young wife not to object to his lifestyle... and she did object.
He's described as "an extremely good-natured, jovial, and extremely dissipated rake” which immediately made me think of Stiva, except with a lot of money. What would Stiva do if Dolly tried to tie him down, and he didn't need her money?
Lidia's string of passions sounds as if she's stuck in adolescence. Always a crush on someone... but Karenin is the only one who's really accessible to her, and who actually seems to need her now. If he's willing, they might have a good relationship, but as of now I think he's just grateful for her companionship and support.
Anna wrote to Lidia because she thought she'd get a better response. I don't know why... maybe because she's a woman? She was wrong, apparently.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+4)

        I was cracking up at these comments during the read from 2019:


She reads as kinda crazy to me. Like the chick you definitely regret continuing to talk to because after a few days she's asking you where you went on Tuesday at 3:07pm and you said you were going to stay at home, and dont you know that upsets her?



"The Countess Lydia Ivanova generally wrote two or three notes a day to Karenin...."



Lydia in our current times would be the type to be constantly texting Karenin.



And replies IMMEDIATELY



    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+5)

        Oh, that’s funny.
I also thought it was funny that she was helpfully trying to manage Karenin’s household but the valet had to follow behind and fix things because she didn’t get it right.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+3)

        Oh that’s right! For some reason I pictured her old but I guess she is Alexey’s age and Anna was just much younger and saw her as older.


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+4)

        Anna thought of Alexey as old too. At one point Stiva said he was 20 years older than her, which I guess would make him late forties, maybe 50, and Lidia about the same age.
Funny thing is that Levin is more than ten years older than Kitty and they all think that's perfectly fine.


    


    
        helenofyork (+4)

        50 years old back then looked a lot older than it does now!
Levin worked in the fields. He was probably a lot more fit and younger-looking than men his age.


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+4)

        Ah, good point. They make a fuss over his athleticism and fitness elsewhere in the book. Excellent skater, very muscular, killed a bear....


    


    
        helenofyork (+5)

        I see Countess Lydia as a woman with a lot of love to give and few outlets. Her husband just didn't like her. It must have been a crushing blow to her to be rejected so soon after marriage. She never had a chance to blossom from the "young, rapturous" girl into a wife and mother.
Most marriages sound like business contracts in this book.
Could her husband have married her for financial and social reasons and also to act as a beard?


    


    
        coltee_cuckoldee (+4)

        Her husband seems to hate her. Maybe there's a side of hers that he's seen and disliked? She seems to be quite manipulative (the way she's trying to get close to Karenin now in the name of helping him/religion) and maybe he saw through her? It could also be that the fault lies with him- but this does not explain why he hates her so much.
I think her passion for Karenin might be different. She's realized that she has somewhat of a shot here- his wife has left him and she's in a similar situation. She went far enough to tell Serezha that his mother was dead- I guess she's trying to weasel her way into that house.
She trusted Lydia. Anna has such a poor choice in friends. Betsy encourages her to commit adultery and Lydia is trying her best to replace Anna in Karenin's heart.
I would not be interested as she's just manipulating him when he is so vulnerable. He's too ashamed to go out and has no friends- he thinks he can confide in Lydia but she's  running her own agenda here. I don't think he'll be interested in this relationship. He won't be interested in hooking up with her before marriage (as it goes against his religious beliefs- he is still married to Anna in the eyes of God) and even if he does divorce Anna, I don't think it will be easy for Lydia to obtain a divorce.
Random thoughts: I always imagined Lydia to be an elderly aunt type of figure (someone in her late 50s/early 60s). I thought she was fond of Anna and wanted to guide her which is what formed the basis of their friendship. I'm shocked that Lydia is trying her best to manipulate this situation to benefit herself. She's just as shameless as Anna if not worse- she's hiding her true intentions and cloaking her interference in the matter as something helpful to Karenin.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+3)

        It sounds like Lidia has fleeting interest and her interest in Karenin will pass as well. I can’t wait to find out why her husband left her so early.
Anna wrote Lidia so she could sneak in a quick visit without alerting Karenin. To make it less complicated.
I think Alexey is not really wired for an emotion based relationship. If he and Lidia can have a business type arrangement to their relationship it might work.  She is able to give him the support he needs. So far though I don’t trust her and am getting some creepy old church lady vibes from her looking to boss him around.


    


    
        brioche_01 (+3)

        Lidia and her husband might have married too quickly and without fully knowing each other, like most married characters in our book, and and her husband might have found out after the fact that they don’t have much compatibility after all and that could be why he is unpleasant with her, but he might also have become annoyed with the way she “falls in love with everyone”.
I think Lidia found in Karenin someone who actually needs her and is available for her to love, and as long as he needs her, I think she will love him.
I believe Anna when she writes that she wrote to Lidia to not further hurt Karenin with her presence.
I would like a romance between Karenin and Countess Lidia but I think Karenin being as proper as he is, would want that they both get a divorce before this can really happen.


    


    
        Pythias (+3)

         He probably never cared about her in the first place and always intended on having lovers.
 I thought good for her. Why shouldn't she be able to life her life as she pleases if her husband does the same thing.
Anna probably can't face the shame and guilt that comes with talking to Karenin.
 I'd be okay with it if she got divorced. I don't like the idea of Karenin falling onto an affair and putting someone else through the exact same situation he is going through. I'm not sure if Karenin would be interested considering his adversion to women at the moment.


    


    
        DernhelmLaughed (+2)

         I can't draw many conclusions about Lidia at this point. Every character seems to become understandable only when we get more context.
 It's very Thank U, Next. It's amusing to think that she might have had this sense of "Finally! I am in love." with each of her previous relationships. And then she moves on.
 I think the primary reason is that Anna is avoiding Alexey.
 I think Alexey would be indifferent. And has he not learned his lesson from his indifferent entering of his marriage with Anna?


    

Part 5 - Chapter 24

    Discussion from r/yearofannakarenina (2023)

 What do you think of the way people in society treat Alexei?
 Why doesn't Alexei see that his career is over?
 Do you think Alexei’s professional life is affected by his personal life?
 What do you think about awards being one of Alexei’s main sources of happiness? Why would he not want to admit that?
 What do you think about Alexei taking over his son's education?
 Now both of them are aware of Anna's presence in Petersburg. What do you think will happen now?
* Anything else you'd like to discuss?
Final line:


Countess Lidia Ivanovna looked at him ecstatically, and tears of rapture at the greatness of his soul came into her eyes.



7 Comments


    
        yearofbot (+1)
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I am a bot, and this action was performed automatically. Please contact the moderators of this subreddit if you have any questions or concerns.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+6)

        Ahhh poor Alexey. I really felt for him this chapter. People were terrible gossips. I do really wonder if the Anna situation is what caused people to change their career views. I know exactly what this is like. We had two people in authority positions at work who we found out were having an affair with each other  and both were married to other people. Immediately, they lost all respect at work and their careers were over. It was like everyone could see the scarlet letter except them. They carried on like they were relieved of their burden and no one was judging them.
Based on his personality, I expect Alexey to take an active part in his sons education. I am glad but also betting he is a little over the top with it.
Anna… arg… sigh… I really don’t want him to see her again. If I am being honest I am not sure I even want to see her again.
Can we talk about his love blossoming for Lidia and how she is dressing up for him. So sweet!


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+3)

        This is really sad. When we met Alexey he was a respected and influential government official. Now, not much more than a year later, he’s getting an award… but is it essentially an award for long service rather than any recent achievement? He’s not being treated with respect.
Something clearly happened. He lost an important policy battle to Stremov and as a result didn’t get a position he wanted. And at almost the same time came the debacle with Anna.
My best guess? People never really liked him, and now they have an excuse not to act as if they did.
He needs to feel valued somewhere, and taking over his son’s education is one thing he can do. I do hope he knows what he’s doing.
He and Lidia are wrong if they don’t let the child see his mother, but that may be what they choose (having told him she’s dead and all.) It’s interesting that Alexey’s mother died when he was about Seryozha’s age. Maybe he’s convinced himself that he got along fine without a mother, and Seryozha will too. This will probably lead to Seryozha not trusting his father. And Anna is unlikely to give up trying to see her son.


    


    
        helenofyork (+3)

        It speaks to how tenuous being in a position of power can be. It's the perceptions of others that give you the status.
A cuckold is a horrible thing to be in upper class Russian Orthodox society. Alexei is long-suffering and patient, a brilliant man. That does not matter. He is seen as a joke because another man has taken his wife to bed.
Alexei still may be as smart and capable as ever but it does not matter. His career is over.
&#x200B;


Whatever he said, whatever he proposed, he was listened to as though it had long been known and was the very thing that was not needed.

I cringe for the man.
It's actually a lesson that is applicable to the modern office. If people do not like and respect you as a person, what you do does not matter. And sometimes factors beyond your control are at fault.


    


    
        Pythias (+3)

         I think it so tackess the way people are treating Karenin at the moment. He's going through so much at the moment and it's just awful that he has to put up with what society thinks of him.
 I feel it's part delusion and denial and the other part is he's just so concerned with what's going on with his personal life.
 100% yes. I completely believe so.
 Probably because it seems so mundane in his big picture.
 I actually really like thos. I was annoyed with Karenin for not taking a bigger active part in his son's life when everything was going on with Anna. But now he seems more than invested and I'm happy for him.
 I feel like Anna's going to bring nothing but trouble.


    


    
        DernhelmLaughed (+3)

        Karenin is now described as having "reached his destined limits" and "a man from whom nothing was expected", which may describe his marriage, but has now become unfairly applied to his professional life too. We've seen Karenin mentally re-define his marriage in an attempt to rationalize the situation. He has cast himself as a beneficent man, enjoying the ecstasy of the forgiver. But if his professional reputation and his social standing cannot be massaged to fit his rationalized reality, will Karenin snap back to reality?


    


    
        coltee_cuckoldee (+3)

        I feel really bad for Karenin. He's become an object of ridicule so quickly. I'm sure other people resented the rise in his career and they're bursting with glee now that his career is over.
I think he's refusing to see things for what they are. He's already lost his wife and other people's respect- in his mind, he only has his career. He thinks he can put in extra efforts and time towards his work now that he has virtually no personal life but he doesn't understand that people are not interested in associating with him anymore because of the scandal. They don't care that he's good at his work.
Obviously, yes. He seems to be concentrating on his professional life although the scandal has affected his reputation negatively. He's become an object of mockery and people are more concerned with what's going on in his personal life instead of the work he's capable of.
The award was a source of validation for him. His career seems to be the only part of his life that is stable and going well. He seems to have virtually no personal/social life as he's been shunned by society. I guess he might have been worried that he would jinx himself if he admitted that awards did matter to him.
I think he's being a bit too strict with the study material he selected for Serezha. The boy is only 9-10! However, this is likely the only aspect of Serezha's life that actively interests him so I'm glad he is putting some efforts there.
I think he might run into Anna and Vronsky- this might result in another humiliating situation for him.
Favorite lines:
"his face assumed a deathlike immobility"
"He knew that they were laughing at him, but he no longer looked for anything except hostility from them; he was already accustomed to it." -> This is so sad. I want Karenin to find happiness again and I think Countess Lydia might be a good match for him (I know she's helping him because she has ulterior motives but he seems to enjoy her company).


    

Part 5 - Chapter 25

    Discussion from r/yearofannakarenina (2023)

 What do you think about the letter, which Lidia sent Anna? Why does Lidia want to wound Anna?
 What is your opinion about Lidia's moral compass? Which impact does Lidia have on Alexej?
 Do you think the decision to keep Anna from Seryozha is the right one?
 Why does Alexey constantly compare himself to these men with the "fine calves"?
* Anything else you'd like to discuss?
Final line:


But this temptation did not last long, and soon there was reestablished once more in Alexey Alexandrovitch’s soul the peace and the elevation by virtue of which he could forget what he did not want to remember.



19 Comments


    
        yearofbot (+1)
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        Pythias (+6)

         I thought it was cold especially because Lidia seemed to get pleasure out of the thought of hurting Anna. Don't get me wrong, I probably would probably act the same way but that doesn't make it right.
 In my opinion, she's not as morally high as she believes herself to be. Lidia's a Christian and seeking out to hurt Anna isn't a Christian trait.
 No I don't, at least that's initially what I want to say. But Anna abandon her Seryozha, picked her lover over him, and didn't think of the consequences of how her affair would affect Seryozha. How do we know she won't abandon him once again after she gets what she wants?
 I have no idea what to make of it (the calves part).


    


    
        DernhelmLaughed (+2)

        

she's not as morally high as she believes herself to be

There are a lot of judgmental people around the Karenins. And yet we know from Stiva's infidelity that in their society, adultery is accepted as a fact of life, commonplace, even. So it's likely that some of the people around Karenin ought not cast the first stone.


    


    
        Pythias (+2)

        Exactly! I agree completely. 
If I remember correctly affairs are common and accepted as long as there's no love involved in the affair. Which Lidia would be doing the same thing as Anna. So it's even more a reason for her not to judge.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+4)

        Oh boy….Lidia… I don’t like her for Alexey anymore.
I see some merit in not confusing Seryozha and having to explain that his mother abandoned him but still wants to see him once in a while. But based on his age, he should be able to grasp this concept. It will be awkward initially but will eventually allow them to have some relationship. I do not agree with the brainwashing from Lidia for him considering her dead and praying for her sins.
Tolstoy does a masterful job of rounding out Alexey and letting us get into his head. His emotions are so real and so raw. I love this!
Random - when I read “fine calves” I was thinking of baby cows but now I see it here and think lower leg muscle. Either way it’s a bizarre way to describe the men who pursue many women. Maybe he thinks they look sexy and that’s why they get all the ladies? (Who doesn’t love a fine calf?


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+3)

        The "fine calves" thing was very weird to me too. It's not about "men who pursue many women" though; he's looking at a specific "gentleman of the bedchamber," which is a position at court, serving the Tsar. Maybe Alexey is feeling particular jealousy since this man is secure in his position, and (unlike Alexey) he's handsome and strong.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+3)

        Ah. I was thinking he was talking about Vronksy and Stiva and them being men who were in the bed chamber of many women.


    


    
        DernhelmLaughed (+2)

        LOL I'm picturing a guy walking a baby cow in public because he had been told it is a chick magnet.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+2)

        Cackling!


    


    
        helenofyork (+5)

        The Lydia I 1st conceived in my mind when she was introduced to us is very different from the Lydia I read about now. Suddenly, I see a very mean streak. Lydia had no right to write such a letter. She is acting like a wicked mother-in-law. Why would she even get that deeply involved in another household’s scandals?


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+5)

        Wicked stepmother... she probably fantasizes herself as Seryozha's new mother figure.


    


    
        helenofyork (+2)

        The letter was an action of a wicked mother-in-law! That’s why the next chapters surprised me.


    


    
        DernhelmLaughed (+3)

         It feels like a turf war being fought on behalf of Karenin, and the wounding words are meant to draw blood for Karenin's sake. 
 Lidia, as a friend, is overstepping, but perhaps she is stepping up because she sees her friend not making healthy choices to protect his and his son's need for a stable home life. Karenin is woefully incapable of dealing with Anna. Perhaps Lidia pictures herself as the future wife of Karenin, and is paving the way forward. 
 Yes. I've gradually  changed my opinion of Anna as a parent. In the beginning, I thought she would be so devoted a mother that anyone who would try to keep Seryozha away from her was a villain. But now, after her repeated abandonment, Karenin, despite all his detached inaction, is the better choice.
 Karenin is trying to puzzle out the world. I get the sense that Karenin is adrift now, and seeking to understand how everything works.


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+5)

        Adrift is just the word for it. Imagine being secure in your position, treated with respect by everyone... and then almost overnight those same people are laughing at you behind your back. When you speak to them they can't wait to get away.
Going with the "adrift" metaphor, Lidia is becoming his anchor.


    


    
        DernhelmLaughed (+3)

        

Going with the "adrift" metaphor, Lidia is becoming his anchor.

That's a great analogy. Lidia is definite about the matter of Anna, whereas Karenin does not act decisively. Karenin and Anna's relationship requires a nuanced understanding, but Lidia and the rest of Karenin's peers view his unwillingness to sever ties as a weakness. So any action is better than no action. The anchor has picked a spot to take a stand. Who knows if it is the right spot. But the anchor thinks it is better than drifting.


    


    
        Pythias (+4)

        

I get the sense that Karenin is adrift now, and seeking to understand how everything works.

I think you're right and it makes sense as to why he's deferred to Lidia for so many of his decisions. He's lost.


    


    
        DernhelmLaughed (+3)

        

he's deferred to Lidia

That's it exactly. And even Anna has contacted Lidia instead of her husband regarding Seryozha.


    


    
        Pythias (+4)

        I feel more and more for Karenin. Anna has completely destroyed him.


    


    
        coltee_cuckoldee (+3)

        I think the letter was very curt, but it was obvious what Lydia wanted. I think she's always been somewhat jealous of Anna. The latter had everything (looks, charm, men fawning for her, her husband liked her, her kid loved her) and Lydia probably resented this as she had none of these things. Her religiousness might also play a part here. Anna had everything but she did not need to pray for it, whereas Lydia was religious and got nothing in return.
I think her moral compass is flawed. She's being selfish right now as she's not interested in helping Serezha/Karenin- she has her own selfish motives. She seems to have some influence over him- he's actively asking her for her opinions on things and is listening to her even if her opinions contradict his.
No, I don't think Karenin plays an active part in Serezha's life other than deciding his curriculum. Serezha's probably so lonely- he had a sister but his mom took her with him.
I think he always felt some sense of superiority over such men. He likely previously believed that his religiousness and straightforward nature (I doubt he had any affairs, etc) generated some good karma which was in turn responsible for his career advancements and family (beautiful wife, cute child). Now that he's lost both his career and his family, he's questioning the point of even being good/righteous. He's in a worse situation than Oblonsky (who is an immoral man). He likely feels cheated by the universe/God and resents the men like Oblonsky.
Random thoughts: I guess Lydia is worried that Karenin might get together with Anna if he does end up meeting her. His feelings for her might reignite or he might realize that getting back together would solve most of his problems and benefit his son.


    

Part 5 - Chapter 26

    Discussion from r/yearofannakarenina (2023)

 It's the first chapter where we get insights about Seryozha. What is your general impression about him? Who does he resemble more, Alexey or Anna?
 We see Seryozha interact with the porter and with the tutor. What is your opinion about these interactions? Do they have the same dynamics? In which ways do they differ?
 Why does Serge hold his father in such high esteem? Does this mean he thinks little of his mother?
 Why does Serge ask himself why the teacher doesn't love him?
* Anything else you'd like to discuss?
Final line:


Why does he keep me off; why doesn’t he love me?’ he asked himself mournfully, and could not think of an answer.
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        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+3)

        I think Seryozha is a delightful child and I wonder how he got that way with those parents. To me, he resembles neither of them, and I don't think Tolstoy intends us to see similarities with Anna or Alexey.
He's concerned about the clerk who needed help from Alexey. He asks about the porter's daughter who's a ballet dancer (at which point I remembered previous mentions of ballet dancers favored by Stiva and Vronsky's brother). That seems especially thoughtful for a child, and I don't recall either of his parents being so thoughtful.
The tutor is... well, a tutor, and for a child who's not the greatest student the interaction will be less happy. But he wants to be friendly with him: he asks about the tutor's birthday, and when he gets a stiff response he just knows the tutor didn't mean what he said. Where does this empathy come from?
I think it's natural for a child to be proud of his father, and there's no reason to think he thinks little of his mother.
"Why doesn't he love me" seemed odd to me; I never expected my teachers to love me. But this is a one-on-one relationship, and maybe a closer bond is expected. Or maybe the tutor is essentially a servant in this household. Other servants seem to love Seryozha, so he wonders why this one acts differently.


    


    
        coltee_cuckoldee (+3)

        He seems like any other child. He didn't seem too grieve his mother in this chapter so I'm hoping that things are improving for him. He seems to have Alexei's ambitious nature and his mother's lightheartedness.
He seems to be friendlier with the porter who treats him like a child. I was surprised by the tutor's thoughts on birthdays- the response seemed too harsh for such a young kid.
The servants have probably told him about his father's achievements. He knows that the award was a big deal and therefore holds his father in great esteem. He seems to have gotten over his mother disappearing from his life.
This was so sad. I guess he's not seen much love/affection from anyone since Anna left the family. His servants seem to treat him well but the relationship is obviously not a personal one. I think he just craves love and maybe he feels that he'll get his father's attention if he wins all those awards.


    


    
        Pythias (+3)

         I honestly can't say whom I believe Seryozha resembles more. I think he's a good kid.
 I feel like these interactions show us that Seryozha has a closer relationship to his porter than his parents. Seryozha seems to want to build a friendship with his tutor and I think it's sweet.
 I think Seryozha, like many boys at that age, sees his father as a role motto. The high esteem that Seryozha has for his father is understandable and maybe will make Seryozha want to follow in Alexey's footsteps.
 I think Seryozha is a little neglected by his parents and therefore seeks for love in other places.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+2)

        For an 8 year old/ maybe he is nine by now?, he seems to have an attention span I would expect. He is learning tough lessons from his tutor and understands them but his mind wanders when left to his own.
His desires for achievement seem more like Alexey. He is proud of his fathers achievements. I don’t know how we feels about his mother.
I feel like he was saying that all the adults talk to him the same way “dreary and useless stuff” and he translates this to not feeling loved. Poor kid needs some loving energy in his life.


    


    
        DernhelmLaughed (+2)

        From this first look into Seryozha's experiences, it's not easy to draw definite conclusions about him. We see him interact with servants, but does this necessarily mean he does not interact with members of his family? Is he only surrounded by people who are doing their jobs? Or who have a vested interest in keeping him happy? Maybe it explains the "why doesn't he love me?" question from a child who doesn't have anyone close to him other than caretakers.


    

Part 5 - Chapter 27

    Discussion from r/yearofannakarenina (2023)

A major day for /r/yearofannakarenina. Not only did we reach 1,000 subscribers, but we've also reached page 599! (in Constance Garnett's translation) Great job, everyone, and thank you!
 Is Vassily more of a father to Seryozha than Alexey?
 What do you think of the problems Seryozha has with teachers?
 What do you make of Seryozha feeling like he has to pretend to be someone else when he is with Alexey?
 Does Alexey see too much of Anna in his son, and is this why he emphasises the importance of biblical studies?
 What do you think of the way Seryozha regards death?
 Anything else you'd like to discuss?
Final line:


But then came windmills, a penknife, everything became mixed up, and he fell asleep.
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        sunnydaze7777777 (+3)

        Oh this made me cry.
So sad and such great insight to Seryozha. Tolstoy is genius in his writing on this scene.
The sweet boy doesn’t have a longing for book eduction of grammar and bibles. He wants to use his imagination and learn about life. He wants to feed his soul. It makes me wonder if all 8 year old children really just feel the same and here we keep them in a room all day and make them learn tedious lessons? Sigh…


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+3)

        Maybe not all, but I'm certain young Tolstoy did. I think Seryozha's thoughts are much like Tolstoy's own at that age. I've read that Tolstoy was not a particularly good or motivated student. (Who needs to define the adverbs when you're a creative genius?)


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+2)

        Oh wow that makes sense. Good background on Tolstoy. Thanks


    


    
        DernhelmLaughed (+4)

        Is this the first scene we've seen with Seryozha and Karenin interacting together? Heck, is this the first scene of them even in the same room? Well, this chapter has confirmed a few things. The kid feels abandoned, and is unsure if anyone loves him. So his perspective isn't that the adults around him are failing him; he thinks he must transform into someone else in order to be lovable.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+3)

        

; he thinks he must transform into someone else in order to be lovable.

This was what really made me sad. Being the pretend boy.


    


    
        helenofyork (+3)

        It occurs to me, reading this chapter, how the Imperial Russian higher-classes raise hard-hearted, ambitious men. Seryozha is on the road to being harder than his father ever was. The strictness of the father, the teacher who is in between servitude and honor but never an equal, an atmosphere filled with lies.


    


    
        [deleted] (+4)

        I'm starting to see what Anna despises in Karenin.


    


    
        coltee_cuckoldee (+3)

        Yes, they seem to share a closer bond when compared to the one Serezha shares with Karenin.
I think the teachers might be too strict on him. His curriculum seems very rigid and his teachers don't seem to encourage him or understand when he needs more stimulation.
I feel bad for him. He probably feels the need to act more mature and hide his childlike tendencies as he does not want to be rejected by his father. He might be scared that his father might abandon him the way his mother did so he tries to please his father.
I did not think of this but this might be the reason why he believes that Serezha needs to learn more about the Bible. It might also be a custom of Russian upper-class society to impart religious education to young children. I know a lot of people who went to Sunday schools when they were young and this seems no different- this is usually done by the parents to ensure that their kids become active members of the religious community.
I get it. He's young and likely hasn't seen any death in his life yet. The fact that Lydia admitted that his mother was not actually dead might have reinstated his belief in which people he loved did not die. He probably sees death as a punishment for bad people.
Random thoughts: It's so sad the way Serezha has been pining for his mother and praying extra hard to see her. This makes me dislike Anna even more- she should have known that her son would be so alone without her yet she still chose to be with Vronsky.
Favorite line: "At the sight of any such woman a feeling of such tenderness awoke in his heart that he grew breathless and tears came to his eyes."


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+3)

        Is Vassily more of a father? No, but he's an important person in Seryozha's life, maybe more like an uncle. Alexey is definitely the father figure, whether or not he's doing a good job. Seryozha wants his approval, and tries to be what he thinks his father wants.
I am so disappointed in Alexey's method of religious education. No, I don't think it's because of Anna that he thinks studying the Bible is important; it's apparently part of the education of Russian children. (I remember Levin quoting Jesus.) And his recent conversations with Lidia Ivavovna have emphasized his interest in spiritual matters. Of course he'd think it was important for his son, but I was surprised at his approach.
Based on those conversations, I had expected him to be more New Testament focused.  But here he is making the poor child memorize the ancestors of Noah! Fortunately there aren't that many of them, but still.
Part of Seryozha's view of death comes from one of those patriarchs, Enoch, who lived "only" 365 years. (Methuselah, his son, was 969.) Enoch "walked with God, and he was not, for God took him." That fits nicely into Seryozha's concept that it's possible to not actually die, but just move on.


    


    
        Pythias (+2)

         In a way I think so. I feel like Seryozha is much more comfortable with Vassily and more open with him. Seryozha can be his true self with Vassily and I think that says a lot about how the men treat Seryozha.
 I think that most boys have a hard time in a ridged school system. Boys tend to be rambunctious and that's okay but it does make it harder to pay attention and stay interested in academics. I don't think Seryozha wants to be a bad student he just has other things on his mind.
 I feel for him. Some children just want their parents approval and they'll suffer just to get it. I feel Seryozha may be slightly guilty of that.
 I don't know if Seryozha's biblical studies are because Alexey sees Anna in Seryozha. I think it's more to do with Alexey wanting to bring up a morally just boy.
* I really loved this part. It's so pure and innocent. I really don't want to be there when Seryozha does experience the death of a loved one.


    

Part 5 - Chapter 28

    Discussion from r/yearofannakarenina (2023)



But he very quickly realized that although society was open to him personally, it was closed to Anna.


How do you think this closing off expresses itself, and how will it affect Anna and Vronsky?



He knew that his mother, who had been so enthusiastic over Anna at their first acquaintance, would have no mercy on her now for having ruined her son’s career.

What do you think about this? Does Vronsky also blame Anna for ruining his career?
 How do you think Vronsky’s mother will react to his request to treat Anna as his wife?
 What is Anna worrying about?
* Anything else you'd like to discuss?
Final line:


She was worrying over something, and keeping something back from him, and did not seem to notice the humiliations which poisoned his existence, and for her, with her delicate intuition, must have been still more unbearable.

See you all next week!
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        coltee_cuckoldee (+5)

        It looks like people are more pleasant when meeting Vronsky but they have no intentions to meet Anna. She's pretty much been cast off as the news of her infidelity spread. I do think this is the beginning of the end for their relationship. Vronsky is a very social man and this change in people's attitude indicates that he might have to either attend events alone or stay at home. This is the initial stage so he seems to be willing to stick to her side (how he ended relations with Varya for the time being) but he'll slowly start to resent her as she's indirectly keeping him away from all his old life. The lines where it was mentioned that Vronsky treats Anna like an acquaintance in front of others had me going 'yikes'- he's unconsciously distancing himself and she likely notices this.
I don't think he currently blames her but he will soon. I wonder if Anna knows how his mother truly feels about her. Would she be okay with the two being close or does she expect him to choose her? I'm sure this will be a point of contention later on. She'll be insecure of his relationship with his family and friends.
She will likely reject this request. Even if she's comes to terms with the fact that her son's career is now ruined, she (just like Varya) might not want to deal with the societal falling out that comes with socializing with Anna.
I think she realizes the fact that she's been rejected by society. She's probably worried about how they'll spend time back in Russia. She knows she won't ever get her old life back.
Random thought: Since Varya is very concerned about the family's reputation for the sake of her daughters', I wonder what will happen to Anna's daughter. Her parent's reputation is in shambles- I'm sure it will be nearly impossible for such children to mingle with society. How will her marriage take place? Will she be forced to stay alone or marry another society reject?
Favorite line: "As in the game of cat and mouse, the arms that were raised to allow him to get inside the circle were at once lowered to prevent Anna from entering."


    


    
        DernhelmLaughed (+2)

        

I wonder what will happen to Anna's daughter.

Same here. We've seen Seryozha living life in limbo due to parental neglect. What will the little daughter's life be like?
I really liked the cat and mouse line too.


    


    
        Pythias (+4)

         Anna is no longer part of the social elite. Society probably shuns her and exudes her. Anyone who associates themselves with her would probably suffer as well. Vronsky is an exception.
 I hope Vronsky does not. He made the choice. Vronsky did not have to resign. He knew that.
 I think Vronksy's mother will be extremely upset by the request.
 It's probably dawning on Anna that there are consequences she did not anticipate and now it's bothering her.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+3)

        It seems that society is upset that Anna, a married woman, is shacking up with a single man. So if she were to divorce and they were to marry, then society would be okay with that? I am not sure.
Even if they end up getting married, will Anna still carry the stigma of a divorced woman who “ruined” her ex husbands career and abandoned her child?
I feel like we are being set up for an interesting and heart-wrenching situation. I keep thinking about the divorce and how my understanding is that one party must admit/be found guilty of fault and that person can never remarry.
Karenin is being set up by Lidia and his renewed interest in religion to not take the blame (as he originally said he would) since Lidia seems to want to marry him. Also Karenin is going to realize he needs to man up to get respect back in society and at work.
So will the divorce proceedings get ugly and end up with Anna being scorned by society and Vronksy being in a position where he will lose his social standing and family support by staying with her since neither will accept her. Vronsky already gave up his career. Is it all worth it? And if not where does that leave Anna - with nothing really.


    


    
        coltee_cuckoldee (+3)

        

Even if they end up getting married, will Anna still carry the stigma of a divorced woman who “ruined” her ex husbands career and abandoned her child?

I think she would. I'm sure nearly everyone knows that she cheated on Karenin and got pregnant with her lover's child.
Interesting point on Lydia encouraging Karenin to not take the blame. I do hope he listens to her this time as he deserves better!


    


    
        DernhelmLaughed (+3)

        

where does that leave Anna - with nothing really

Yes, I feel like Anna is not just at the mercy of society, but at the mercy of her husband and lover as well.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+3)

        Sigh.  A sad situation where I am not seeing a good out for her. A choice to follow her heart has led her down a path with no options. If she were a man, she wouldn’t have to worry as much.  I am guessing scandalous but not scorned for life.


    


    
        DernhelmLaughed (+3)

        Stiva emerged virtually unscathed from his infidelity. I wonder if Dolly would have borne the stigma of a wife who had been cheated on.


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+4)

        I don't see any stigma attached to a wife whose husband is unfaithful. It seems very common. Stiva continues to cheat, Vronsky's brother keeps a ballet girl... and the wives are supposed to pretend not to know.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+3)

        Stiva emerg~~ed~~es (as in continues to emerge) lol
It seems the unspoken society rule is ‘As long as you don’t take your affair seriously, neither will we.’


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+3)

        Exactly. Look at Betsy and the other women with their boy toys. There's no loss of respect for them.


    


    
        DernhelmLaughed (+3)

         It might drive a wedge between them, as Vronsky might learn to chafe at being excluded from certain social circles and career opportunities. It's deeply unfair to Anna to have her disproportionately bear the stigma of the affair.
 Anna can be blamed for any misfortune befalling Vronsky, but that requires the tacit agreement that Vronsky is not responsible for his own choices. Looks like the rest of society will buy that.
 Perhaps she might be welcoming to Anna, with whom Vronsky has had a daughter. But where is the baby daughter?
 Anna is probably worrying over her communication with Lidia, regarding Seryozha.


    

Part 5 - Chapter 29

    Discussion from r/yearofannakarenina (2023)

 Anna feels that she cannot share her suffering at not seeing her son with Vronsky because he wouldn't understand. Can their relationship continue with such a lack of appreciation for her feelings?



"...She is worse than I am. I don’t lie, anyway."

However Anna did lie to gain access to her son. What did you think about her method here?
 What did you think of the reunion of Anna and Seryozha? What can Anna do to maintain a relationship with her son, given the circumstances?
 Do you think the servants will inform Alexey of Anna's sneaky visit, and what would the consequences be?
* Anything else you'd like to discuss?
Final line:


"‘I knew, I knew!" he said, repeating his favorite phrase and, seizing her hand, which was stroking his hair, he started pressing her palm to his mouth and kissing it.



5 Comments


    
        yearofbot (+1)

        Past years discussions:
- 2019-12-22
- 2021-06-02
I am a bot, and this action was performed automatically. Please contact the moderators of this subreddit if you have any questions or concerns.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+4)

        Oh Tolstoy. You are a master. Crying again…
I am surprised that Anna thinks Vronsky doesn’t understand her wanting to see her son.  We are led to believe he has changed and loves his daughter now. He will understand. I think Anna is just harboring all the guilt. I don’t know maybe she is right and he really is just a big A-hole after all.
I have to have sympathy for Anna here as Tolstoy has left me no choice. She loves her son and regrets leaving him without a word. She thought she was doing it for the right reasons as it helped her assuage her guilt and she wanted to give Karenin a “win” by letting him keep him. Plus it was too much to ask of Vronsky to raise him.
Now she wants to see her son and a mother’s love will stop at no cost. She has a right to see him. I do see her demented logic in going about it. She gets to avoid the adults and see her son. A more mature way would have been to talk with Karenin directly and work out an agreement on visits now and going forward.
I do have a major problem that she felt no need to correspond with her son in her absence and suddenly wants to see him. This is not a good mother and she shouldn’t have been surprised at their reaction.  They are trying to protect him from her flaky nature.
I suspect the tutor will overhear them and barge in. Soon the household will find out.


    


    
        DernhelmLaughed (+5)

        This is the happiest we've seen Seryozha in a while. I thought it was poignant that he is emotionally isolated amongst servants who are his caretakers, who may know him intimately, but without the emotional bond. Here, we see that at least one of them knows Seryozha's sleep habits, and ran ahead of Anna to check if Seryozha has awakened. Anna, hearing her son's yawn, recognizes it. She has the emotional reaction that comes from love.


    


    
        Pythias (+3)

         I really doubt it. I think it will lead to resentment and if that happens that'll be the beginning of the end.
 I actually feel really bad for Anna here. She's a terrible person and not a great mother but what she does is out of desperation. She misses her son and did anything in her means to see him.
 I also highly doubt this. This is something Anna really should have thought over but she's selfish and essentially picked her lover over her son. Now that she's experiencing those consequences I don't think shes happy.
 I think it's inevitable that Alexey finds out.


    


    
        coltee_cuckoldee (+2)

        It's clear that their relationship is not going to last for long. Vronsky has never truly cared for her- it was the excitement of the affair that got him obsessed with the idea of having her. At some level, Anna knows that her relationship with Vronsky is very superficial- this is why she refused to divorce Karenin (so that she still has a backup option in case Vronsky left her). Vronsky never cared about Serezha and Anna was willing to abandon her son in order to start a new life with him- I cannot say I feel sorry for her.
She tried to hide her identity by using a veil and bribing/telling the porter that she was sent by Serezha's godfather. She also tried to do this while Karenin surely slept. The porter eventually saw her face so she no longer had to pretend. She had no other option as Lydia had rejected her letter so I don't blame her for resorting to these actions. I'm glad Serezha was able to see her on his birthday.
It was emotional- I'm glad Serezha got those few moments of happiness. I think she might be able to exchange letters with him and continue to meet him clandestinely. She might have to bribe some servants in order to allow this but I don't think they'll have any issue with this. They can clearly see that Serezha is lonely- they might feel empathetic towards him and allow these meetings to continue.
I don't think they'll inform Karenin about the visit. They can clearly see how Anna abandonment affected Serezha. I do think that Karenin will eventually find out and his servants might face consequences for their actions.
Favorite line: "Her grief was the more poignant because she had to bear it alone."


    

Part 5 - Chapter 30

    Discussion from r/yearofannakarenina (2023)

 What did you think about the servants' interactions?
 How do you compare Anna's love for Seryozha with that of her daughter Annie?
 What did you think of Seryozha’s ability to understand almost everything with no explanation?
 What do you think about the brief encounter between Anna and Alexei, which caused strong emotions of hatred in Anna?
 Will Anna and Seryozha meet again in the future?
 Anything else you'd like to discuss?
Final line:


She had not time to undo, and so carried back with her, the parcel of toys she had chosen the day before in a toy shop with such love and sorrow.



10 Comments


    
        yearofbot (+1)

        Past years discussions:
- 2019-12-23
- 2021-06-03
I am a bot, and this action was performed automatically. Please contact the moderators of this subreddit if you have any questions or concerns.


    


    
        Pythias (+4)

          I thought that they were doing the best they could with what they've got. Anna showing up unannounced and them trying they best to keep Karenin from her.
 This was sad to read. I understand a bit why Anna feels this way because her daughter has yet to from a personality and she misses her son but it's really unfair to her daughter.
  Kids are way more intuitive than people usually give them credit for, I feel that Seryozha is no different. He's a lot smarter than what he's teachers and father think of him. Just because a kid doesn't excel in schooling doesn't mean they're not smart or intuitive.
 I think Anna's a bit of a brat. Alexei did all he could for Anna and even offered a divorce. Anna didn't take it and now she hates her situation. Her jealously over Alexei is also a bit annoying considering that she ditched her son for her lover.
* Maybe not. But Anna was pretty bold to visit Seryozha who's to say she would do something like this again.


    


    
        coltee_cuckoldee (+5)

        They seem to be intimidated by Karenin. They understand that although they personally do not want to disrupt this mother-son union, they need to do so in order to keep their jobs.
We haven't really seen Anna interact often with her daughter. She doesn't seem to be as involved with parenting her as much (she might be suffering from PPD). She clearly loved Serezha a lot- the way she was worried about leaving him for a couple of days when she went to fix her brother's marriage, the way she used to constantly cuddle with him and spend time with him, etc. The difference in her parenting style is astounding. She was stuck in a loveless marriage and Serezha seemed to be the light of her life- everything revolved around him and her identity was being a mother. Now that she's with Vronsky (someone she's actively choosing to spend her time with), her life revolves around her new role of being a mistress and she chooses to not be as involved in her daughter's life (she probably has servants who take care of everything).
He's clearly very smart for his age. This indicates how close he was to his mother to the point that he can understand her emotions without her needing to express them.
I was surprised by how angry she was on seeing him. It should have been the other way around as she snuck into his house without his knowledge. Her jealousy at having to leave her son with him made no sense to me- she actively pursued this life.
I do think they will meet in the future. I think Karenin might see how happy Serezha was on seeing her and he'll allow a few meetings (this might freak Lydia out as she might assume that Karenin is ready to allow Anna back into his life).
Random thoughts: Anna's emotional immaturity is something else. She genuinely believed that she could have her happily ever after with Vronsky and showed no remorse in abandoning her son and husband. Now that she's realized what a future with Vronsky truly looks like, she's no longer happy and wants some semblance of her previous life back. She wants to re-establish a relationship with her son and she seems to be hurt by the fact that she's a stranger in her previous home. She has feelings of hatred towards Karenin because she blames him for her present life. If she was not stuck in a loveless marriage with him, she wouldn't have felt the need to run off with Vronsky. Now that her reputation has been tainted by the scandal, she can no longer meet her son freely and she's excluded from the same social circles that welcome her lover. She needs to get over her victim mentality but I honestly don't see a happy ending for her- she's burned so many bridges.


    


    
        DernhelmLaughed (+3)

         They are worried that their master (and maybe Lidia) will be angry. They are not taking sides based on their intimate knowledge of the family situation, but because their jobs are dependent on Karenin's goodwill. Anna is no longer mistress of this household. So the footman may end up punished for his compassion.
 Seryozha seems to be the only child that matters to her.
 This poor kid has had to intuit the meaning behind all the actions of the adults around him. Nobody cares if he understands, they just want to insulate him.
 Anna, for most of this book, has not articulated her frustrations at being limited in what she can and cannot do in her life. It was just an accepted fact that she was a wife and mother, and must derive her joys in life from those roles. Now that we know how they ended up getting married, we can guess that her affair with Vronsky must have opened her eyes to how much she had been previously denied. And now, Karenin is keeping her away from her son, and she has been stung by the snubbing of her letter. Maybe her frustrations are just now rising to the surface.
* Perhaps Karenin will actively prevent her from coming back. Perhaps Anna will find it too repugnant that she has to chance meeting Karenin, and she will stay away. No matter how much she treasures her time with Seryozha.


    


    
        coltee_cuckoldee (+2)

        

Maybe her frustrations are just now rising to the surface.

She seems be frustrated about other things as well. Vronsky is accepted by the same social circles that reject her. He also seems to have wandering eyes- she was upset/jealous when he painted some other woman.


    


    
        DernhelmLaughed (+3)

        Very true. And that sort of frustration isn't really new. She was jealous of other women even back when Vronsky was paying attention to Kitty.  Heck, from what we know of her history, she must have only known a frustrating, restrictive life. Maybe she's only now learning to recognize and articulate her frustrations.


    


    
        coltee_cuckoldee (+3)

        Great point. She's only 28 and barely got a chance to live her life the way she wanted to. I do think her behavior towards her family was wrong but I can see why she acted like that.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+3)

        I enjoyed read all the hubbub of the servants reactions. It gave a great flavor for them as we haven’t met them much yet.
Seryozha is a very intuitive and thoughtful child. I think someone else mentioned this but where did he learn this - clearly not from his parents. He even sees the shame in her face and wonders what she could have done wrong. Very sad when she explained to him that he would be judged later in life by others.
The brief encounter surprised me - Alexey kept his cool and Anna lost hers. She is jealous of him having Seryozha and mad for not letting her see him. But deeper than that she is upset at everything he represents and how messed up her life has become.
It’s a good question of where things will go with Anna and her son. Alexey didn’t seem particularly upset at seeing her.


    


    
        coltee_cuckoldee (+3)

        

Alexey didn’t seem particularly upset at seeing her.

I'm sure Lydia will find out about this interaction. I wonder if she'll do anything to sabotage Karenin's feelings towards Anna.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+3)

        Ah. She probably will. She is playing the evil step mother figure after all LOL


    

Part 5 - Chapter 31

    Discussion from r/yearofannakarenina (2023)

 What do you think about Anna loving her son more than her daughter?
 Is Anna being rational when she worries that Vronsky no longer loves her?
 What is your opinion about how Anna handles her problems? What do you think of her mental state right now?
 What did you think of the meeting between Anna and Yashvin?
 How do you think Vronsky is feeling towards Anna at the moment?
 Anything else you'd like to discuss?
Final line:


"Well, go, go!" she said in a tone of offense, and she walked quickly away from him.



23 Comments


    
        yearofbot (+1)
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        Pythias (+6)

         I think it's pretty childish of Anna to feel this way. It's her own fault she's in the situation that she's in. And I feel, that in a way, she's taking it out on her daughter because her daughter is not Seryozha.
 I think a lot of what Anna does is irrational and this includes her thinking that Vronsky no longer loves her.
 I think Anna acts extremely childish. She cannot face her problems head on, she can't talk about her emotions, and she can't think anything through. I think that she's working herself up to have a mental breakdown.
 I didn't think anything of it until Anna started flirting with Yashvin. I think Anna just sees him as a way to get back into societies good graces.
* I think Vronsky is very concerned and frustrated with Anna. Concerned because he knows there's something wrong withher that she won't open up about, and frustrated because she seems to be making more problems for herself instead of asking Vronsky's opinion or for Vronsky's help.


    


    
        [deleted] (+2)

        I don't think she's acting childish, I think she's acting as someone would act if they were drowning - impulsively and desperately. It's truly not fair that she's not allowed to divorce Karenin, and even more unfair that society shuns her because she wants something to balance her unhappiness with Karenin. People make mistakes. I have nothing but sympathy for Anna.


    


    
        Pythias (+2)

        

I think she's acting as someone would act if they were drowning - impulsively and desperately.

I think that's spot on. I said childish because I feel like she brought this in upon herself. But your comment makes me want to rethink that. Karenin was willing to divorce her. And let Vronsky have her. But according to Russian law Anna remarry. Is that why she denied the divorce?
My sympathies lie with Karenin but Anna is deserving of sympathy as well. Making a mistake doesn't make her a bad person.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+5)

        I wonder if it can be both ways? She is childishly naive in her thinking. And she is acting like someone drowning. I agree - Working her way into a nervous breakdown.
I tried to summarize what I know of the divorce situation in another comment. But I have to agree with u/Pythias that she did have a choice in all this. She could have 1. Followed social norms and stayed in a sham marriage and continued to carry on with Vronsky in private 2. Taken Karenin’s offer for divorce.
I agree it is frustrating that even if she did take the divorce offer and remarry, she would still be seen as damaged goods. But I think she would have a much better reception than she is currently getting. We see that Vronsky’s family would probably accept her if they were married. High society - hard to say … maybe chilly politeness but not inner circle like she was. But probably not totally shunned? I don’t recall, did we have any examples of divorced and remarried women so far?


    


    
        [deleted] (+4)

        I think that, other part of it too, is that Anna respects the purity of truth, and so couldn't let her husband take the fall, even though she despises him. She just wants to do as she pleases, love who she wants, and love changes and bends over time, especially for her it seems.
Tolstoy knows how oppressive marriage can be, and in writing this book I think he's set out to expose that ugly truth to the world (especially in Russian society). And, of course, all these decades later, after women's rights movements, he was spot on. You should be allowed to walk away from somebody with no reason other than you simply don't love them anymore. Anna is the vessel through which he is trying to get that point across.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+2)

        Well said.


    


    
        Pythias (+2)

        

I don’t recall, did we have any examples of divorced and remarried women so far?

I don't believe we have have we?
Though we've had plenty of examples of affairs on all sides.


    


    
        DernhelmLaughed (+2)

         It sounds like she associates a lot of negative memories and circumstances with her daughter's birth, and she hasn't bonded with her. Meanwhile, Seryozha is described as having his own personality. And he was Anna's sole object of adoration for so long.
 It's hard to say definitively because we are seeing this from Anna's anxious POV. She is faced with rejection in so many spheres, and she fears it will even affect her relationship with Vronsky.
 Her life is even more restricted and precarious than it was before she met Vronsky. She's anxious. And she is accepting the censure of the world for stepping out of her designated pigeon hole in society.
 I think her anxiety is palpable, and his reaction to her was courteous and kind, but also intended to soothe her fears.
* Anna wants reassurance from him, and to confide in him, but Vronsky is acting like he has prioritized other aspects of his life. It must make Anna feel like he is trying to detach himself from her. It's a reversal of their early courtship, when he pursued her. And Anna's attempt to reconnect with Vronsky echoes her reunion with Seryozha. It makes me pause and wonder if she is just trying desperately to cling onto someone because she has no other options, or if she truly treasures Vronsky and her son.


    


    
        coltee_cuckoldee (+4)

        He was her first child and she had him when she was stuck in a loveless marriage with Karenin- his existence probably kept her sane all these years.
I'm not sure. I don't think Vronsky is interested in her anymore (especially now that we know that he requested to stay in another apartment while at Petersburg), but the way Anna has come to this conclusion confuses me. She is still in love with him but I think she has moments when she pays attention to his actions and not his words. Deep down, she knows that this relationship is not going to work out and that they're both miserable but helpless as they burnt so many bridges to get where they currently are.
She's very stressed out. While she was still married to Karenin and having an affair with Vronsky, she did not realize that her marriage was actually protecting her from disgrace. Now that she has left her husband, she's realized that unlike Vronsky, she's no longer welcome in society. It looks like Anna refuses to take responsibility for her own actions. She's always blaming everything on Karenin and now, I'm sure she'll start pointing fingers at Vronsky as well.
It was awkward. I did not understand why they were blushing so much. The interaction between Vronsky and Anna struck me as weird. He's truly treating her like a stranger in the presence of others as mentioned in a previous chapter.
He's lost interest in her and I'm sure he resents her as well. He doesn't seem to have much of a bond with his daughter either so I wonder if he considers Anna and Annie to be a burden on him. He can no longer socialize as he did previously and Anna seems to be super insecure around him so he's probably fed up.
Random  thoughts: I'm sure she resents Vronsky a bit especially since this affair has cost her a relationship with her son. She's dug herself a grave and whenever she has these moments of realization, she gets super angry. The silver lining seems to be that she's no longer with Karenin.


    


    
        DernhelmLaughed (+3)

        Totally agree with your random thoughts. It's such a precarious life for her, always at the mercy of one man or another.


    


    
        [deleted] (+7)

        What I love most about this book, is how unpredictable it is. The characters are all real people who are full of contradictions, which essentially makes it impossible to guess what they're going to do next.
I feel deeply for everyone involved, including Anna. I see why she despises her husband, and, really, they should both be allowed to simply go their separate ways. I think the enduring legacy of this book, and why it touches the soul still to this day, is how far women's rights have come since then, and how it's impossible not to see that Anna deserves a way out.
She's no hero, but I stand by that: she deserves a way out.


    


    
        coltee_cuckoldee (+3)

        

Anna deserves a way out.

True. I don't think she's going to get a happy ending but it seems unfair when compared to how her brother gets to have his cake and eat it too.


    


    
        [deleted] (+5)

        Exactly! Although to be fair, Karenin forgave Anna in the same way Dolly forgave Oblonsky, so Anna could have had her cake and ate it too, but she just couldn’t stop. And that’s why I feel for her, obviously she made the wrong choice choosing Karenin, and she should be allowed to nullify that choice.


    


    
        coltee_cuckoldee (+3)

        I think things would have been much simpler for Anna had she not gotten pregnant. She had to fast-track everything due to the pregnancy and she made some bad decisions.


    


    
        DernhelmLaughed (+3)

        I agree. She "just couldn't stop" her affair with Vronsky. But her other option was to return to Karenin, and I fully empathize that it was a non-starter for her. It's interesting that affairs seem to be common, but I cannot yet decide what makes some of them socially acceptable - if they are brief flings, or if the cheated-on spouse forgives the cheater, or if it's the husband who cheats, rather than the wife. Probably a mix.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+4)

        Maybe it’s okay to have a “Lover” on the down low but you generally marry for life and don’t leave your spouse. The side piece is never then questioned.  I feel like this was basically an earlier offer Karenin made her. She just wanted out though.
I feel that if Anna could have gotten out and been granted a divorce and married Vronsky she would have ended up OK (not great).  But she chose to do something admirable (yes out of guilt and possible backup plan) and not take him up on his offer for the divorce. Now it has gotten her into trouble. And Vronsky is losing interest just as Karenin predicted with her not being married to him.
Being a man, Alexey would not have been the scorned divorced man so she would have been smart to take him up on the divorce offer. It was a poor choice and seems like one no longer available to her if Lydia has anything to say about it.


    


    
        DernhelmLaughed (+2)

        You may be right about society accepting the affairs that don't last, simply because they don't permanently destabilize the social structure.
I wonder if Vronsky really expected to have a marriage-like relationship with Anna, or if it all went off the rails when they persisted in an affair-like limbo.


    


    
        [deleted] (+2)

        I recall him thinking to himself at some point recently that his intention was to marry her if Karenin divorced her, but I also recall (?) that under some ground she would not be able to re-marry, so I’m a bit confused.


    


    
        DernhelmLaughed (+2)

        Yes, weren't there hints (at least) along those lines? I also thought that the introduction of his mother might mean things were going to be formalized, but that seems not to have been the case.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+3)

        I recall as well that he did want to marry her quite recently.
My understanding was that one of the parties has to be at fault in the divorce. If it is her, she cannot remarry.
Karenin offered to take the fault. He was thinking to do this because it would be better for her in the long run - he was worried Vronsky wouldn’t want to be with her if he couldn’t marry her. He wanted her to have everything. She felt guilt, didn’t want to hurt him, some speculate wanted a backup plan, and turned him down. It’s quite romantic on both parts actually and shows they really do care for each other at some deep level.
What I don’t know is if Karnenin then could also not remarry if he was found at fault. I believe we decided the answer to that is that he could not marry. My point above was that he wouldn’t be as scorned as Anna is in this position. He could carry on with Lydia and no one would really judge him.
(His lawyer originally suggested he take the fault to make things easier and he didn’t want to do this as he didn’t want to morally/religiously be seen as a cheater and to have to lie. He changed his mind after the whole Vronsky suicide attempt and Anna’s new baby.)


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+2)

        Found this in part 4 chapter 23


“Stiva says that he has agreed to everything, but I can’t accept his generosity,” she said, looking dreamily past Vronsky’s face. “I don’t want a divorce; it’s all the same to me now. Only I don’t know what he will decide about Seryozha.” He could not conceive how at this moment of their meeting she could remember and think of her son, of divorce. What did it all matter?



    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+2)

        And part 4 chapter 22 from Karenin taking to Stiva.


“Yes, yes!” he cried in a shrill voice. “I will take the disgrace on myself, I will give up even my son, but...but wouldn’t it be better to let it alone? Still you may do as you like...”



    

Part 5 - Chapter 32

    Discussion from r/yearofannakarenina (2023)

 Why is Vronsky afraid of Anna going to the performance?
 In their heated exchange, why was Anna speaking in Russian and Vronsky in French?


But now her beauty and elegance were just what irritated him.


Why do you think this is?
 What do you make of Anna’s strange behaviour? Is there a parallel between how Anna talks to Vronsky now, and how she would talk to her husband after the affair started?
 The narrator and characters have been emphasizing the words "understanding" and "love", but in a metaphysical way. What interactions do you remember the characters "understanding" each other?
 What's the connection between "understanding" and "love" in the book?
* Anything else you'd like to discuss?
Final line:
"Ah, here she is!"
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        Pythias (+3)

         Cause society doesn't accept her and it may show.
 That's probably what they're comfortable with and at the root what they identify with. Which, in my opinion, shows that they're not unified.
 When Anna seems frustrated, there seems to be a pattern of acting out instead of trying to understand her emotions. I think there is a parallel in the way she's talking to Vronsky as she can't verbalize what she's feeling so she's acting out.
 I feel like Anna and Vronsky never have understood each other.
* I feel like the understanding comes with the ablty to communicate or with knowing someone so long you develop an understanding of them. Anna has this with her son and to an extent with her husband. but she lacks it with Vronsky.


    


    
        helenofyork (+4)

        Her "friend" Princess Betsy was the most interesting to me this chapter! She doesn't go to Anna so no one can her do so! She invites Anna to come to her when there will be no one around! Betsy wants the tea but doesn't want to be seen with the tea-giver!
And is the aunt "an old maid, Princess Oblonsky" the same one who got her into the position where Karenin had to marry Anna? I think so. Did Anna bring her because they intrigue together?


    


    
        coltee_cuckoldee (+6)

        He knows that she's going to be shunned by everyone else and she'll end up humiliated. She's currently very insecure and irritable so he's probably also worried about her reaction.
I guess she was very agitated and resorted to speaking in Russian as that's her native language. He seems to be more in control of his emotions at the moment so he's able to continue the conversation in French.
The end is near. He probably regrets chasing her and he cannot do anything now as she's already wrecked her life in order to be with him.
Yes, she seems to be irritated with Vronsky's presence the same way Karenin used to disgust her. I feel bad for her since she's put herself in this situation and she knows that she herself is responsible for her current misery. Her emotions are all over the place and this is not going to end well. I wish she was able to control herself as she's just pushing Vronsky away (not that he needs the push, to be honest)- what will she do if he leaves her? She'll be completely ruined and will she even have access to Annie in this case?
I think the most "understanding" character we've met until now was Karenin. He was willing to forgive her provided she break off the affair and then he was ready to take the blame for the divorce in order to allow her to marry. It's sad since he knows that she would have never chosen to be with him had she had the chance but he still thinks of taking actions that benefit her.
I guess this book teaches us that love is not always enough. I suspect Vronsky's intentions but Anna loved him wholeheartedly and now she's on the brink of losing everything. Maybe one needs to completely understand another person in order to truly love them? We can see that Vronsky does not understand why this situation is hurting Anna so much (she cannot even tell him about the way Lydia rejected her plea to meet Serezha as she's worried that he won't understand why her feelings were so hurt) and Anna seems to be frustrated by his lack of understanding. He doesn't even try to look at things from her perspective. However, we know that Karenin was able to understand her actions and even forgive her for some of them. If there's anyone who loved Anna between the two, it's Karenin- he was able to understand what she wanted and tried his best to give her that despite knowing that he won't get anything in return.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+3)

        What you wrote is really beautiful. I agree Karenin loved her more. Maybe not romantic love like Vronsky but Agape Love.


    


    
        coltee_cuckoldee (+3)

        Thanks for the kind words, sunny! I wonder how the Anna-Karenin relationship would have progressed in an alternate reality if Anna had ignored Vronsky's attempts at pursuing her.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+3)

        Oh Boy. I wonder if she would have branched out on her own later to another affair. It was so accepted in society. She seems to have wanted to be loved and Karenin was always gone and was cold to her. She wasn’t wired for casual affairs it seems and sadly would have probably fallen in love with another man seeing it as a way out of her sad marriage.
I suppose optimistically she might have found a more mature lover who treated her well but made sure she knew it was going no further?


    


    
        coltee_cuckoldee (+3)

        It would have been better for her if she was more like Betsy (if she just had casual lovers). I feel bad for her because Vronsky was so persistent. He should have just left her alone when he knew that he never really loved her.


    


    
        DernhelmLaughed (+2)

         Perhaps he knows that public sentiment is against her. Is this the first time Anna has attended a public event amongst strangers since her split from Karenin became public knowledge? Perhaps Vronsky knows something that Anna does not.
 Russian seems more personal, and French is formal, as if speaking at a social call. It reflects their attitude towards the other person.
 There is some disconnect between Vronsky and Anna. Is he frustrated that their life together is shoved into the sidelines of society? But what does he expect Anna to do? Never go out again? Never visit her friends?
 That's an interesting observation. I hadn't drawn that connection. I think she is trying to protect herself (again) from a man who might injure her for exerting her independence from him.
 Anna, Karenin and Vronsky have all undergone some painful changes in their relationships. Understanding the loved person's desire to detach themselves from oneself might be the most painful. Even when Karenin had surrendered himself to the ecstasy of forgiveness (of Anna), did he truly try to understand Anna? And now, Anna and Vronsky are not having much-needed frank discussions. They should be trying to understand each other.
 Seryozha immediately comes to mind. He is surrounded by servants and other staff who understand intimately his daily needs, but the don't really have an emotional attachment to the boy. Anna, on the other hand, values Seryozha, and treasures her son's very self.


    


    
        [deleted] (+5)

        Anna can't go to the performance because her position in society has now been compromised. Vronsky is afraid that she'll be ridiculed or shunned and face public humiliation.
The line between 'understanding' and 'love' is a fine one, one in which Tolstoy deftly walks as if it were a tightrope. Characters in this novel seem to fall in love quite quickly, or decide they do not love someone at the beginning of a chapter but by the end are head over heels, and vice-versa. So, I think, the term 'understanding' in this book represents a deeper form of love; many of the characters simply don't understand each other, but they do love each other, but this lack of understanding really is at the root of all their problems.
But it's not just the characters who are misunderstanding one another, it's society itself misunderstanding its own utility. For during this period in time, in this Russian culture specifically, society has been organized so as to formalize love; but can you formalize something without first understanding it? Does society itself truly understand its own constituents? Of course, it's these constituents that make up society, so it is entirely of our own fault that these characters are to suffer so much ('our' meaning humanity's fault).
Obviously, the more freedom, the better, and each person should be allowed to walk away from someone they entered into a formal engagement with, even if they did truly love them at one point, and even if they did truly understand them. So it's heartbreaking to see Anna go through this, knowing that if she had been born today, and perhaps outside of Russia, she would be as happy as a clam.


    


    
        DernhelmLaughed (+3)

        

But it's not just the characters who are misunderstanding one another, it's society itself misunderstanding its own utility. 

I like your take on this. Some characters seem like they are acting under their own agency to produce a specific end result chosen by them. But these characters are actually more like molecules bumping against each other due to some larger kinetic force, the patterns of which can only be seen in context of the wider social forces.


    


    
        [deleted] (+3)

        I love that analogy.
Their fears and desires are being held up against these social standards, and it seems that everyone is distraught in one way or another by them. It just fascinates me that Tolstoy wrote this long before social movements that eradicated most of these forms of social structure. I guess this novel was apart of those social movements and revolutions. He has so much to say about society and marriage, and he says it with such depth and grace.
These characters are being set in motion by these wider forces, as you say, and yet it is people and only people who can change those forces and alter the course of history.


    


    
        LiteraryReadIt (+5)

        

The narrator and characters have been emphasizing the words "understanding" and "love", but in a metaphysical way. What interactions do you remember the characters "understanding" each other?

The Seryozha chapters were full of this, but one moment stuck out to me. He obviously loves his mother and wishes that she could stay, but he is so emotionally intelligent with only Anna that he can sense that she needs to leave not just physically, but emotionally, and Seryozha doesn't communicate verbally with her during that birthday chapter.
On the contrary, Vronsky seems to have fallen out of love for Anna not only romantically, but as an acquaintance, so her odd behavior is not being "understood". He's lost the ability to communicate non-verbally with Anna, so that's being increased by his lack of love for her.


What's the connection between "understanding" and "love" in the book?

We saw an early form of this theme? with Dolly and Stiva way back in Part 1. Dolly loves Stiva and that love fueled her "understanding" of Stiva, not on a surface level conversation, but on a deeper 'we are in this together, life-changing obstacle or no life-changing obstacle' level. That understanding/love is what drove Stiva and Dolly, and Kitty and Levin, together but the lack of it is disintegrating the Karenin household.
If you want to see more of this philosophy, The Diary of Vaslav Nijinsky written by the famous Russian ballet dancer is fixated on this idea, but in a very sad way because the fixation was an obsession marked by the dancer's schizophrenic break.


    


    
        DernhelmLaughed (+3)

        

We saw an early form of this theme? with Dolly and Stiva way back in Part 1. Dolly loves Stiva and that love fueled her "understanding" of Stiva, not on a surface level conversation, but on a deeper 'we are in this together, life-changing obstacle or no life-changing obstacle' level. That understanding/love is what drove Stiva and Dolly, and Kitty and Levin, together but the lack of it is disintegrating the Karenin household.

That's a a fair observation. And Anna and Vronsky seem to lack that driver too.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+3)

        Yes it seems to me that Karenin did indeed have this driver (ultimately) that we are in this mess together. Anna and Vronksy not so much.


    

Part 5 - Chapter 33

    Discussion from r/yearofannakarenina (2023)

 What are your impressions of the Petersburg Opera scene?
 Why do you think a few rude words from the woman in the neighbouring stall affected Anna so much?
 How do you think Vronsky will deal with his ever increasing anger?
 Did Anna really mean it when she said Vronsky is to blame for everything?
 Thoughts on Part 5? (It contained the wedding, death, Italy, painting, Lydia, Seryozha’s POV, etc.)
 Anything else you'd like to discuss?
Final line:


The next day, completely reconciled, they left for the country.

See you all next week for Part 6!


12 Comments


    
        yearofbot (+1)
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        Pythias (+3)

         It was exactly what Vronsky was worried about. I really felt for Anna but she constantly puts herself in compromising positions.
 I don't think it's so much the words but the fact that Anna knows the woman is not the only one that feels that way. That woman's rude words are half of high society's feelings towards Anna and I think that's what bothers her.
 I don't know but I really don't want him to take it out on Anna.
 No, I think she's just really frustrated with her situation and she does not handle stress well.
* I very much enjoyed part 5 and love that Kitty and Levin are finally together. I just hope their marriage is everything the both of them wanted.


    


    
        DernhelmLaughed (+5)

        Part 5 has dealt with major changes in the personal lives of most of our main characters. And there seems to have been a confronting or an acceptance of the new situations.
Thinking back to the early parts of the book, it seemed as if many of the characters were introduced at the point where each was about to encounter some change or the other. Anna, Kitty, Levin, Stiva and Vronsky were all embarking on, or on the cusp of, new amorous connections. Dolly, Karenin and Seryozha were about to have their satisfactory home lives disrupted by a spouse/parent who was not satisfied.
I wonder if the remainder of the book will show that the new situations are stabilizing, or if there is yet more radical change to come. It feels like Anna and Vronsky are going to be the only ones in the latter category.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+3)

        I am getting the feeling it’s a tragedy style book so stability probably won’t come at an easy price. I expect the final 1/3 will be some pretty serious tear jerkers and disruptions. The two obvious ones you mention and they are the least mentally stable for sure. I feel like Kitty and Levin won’t just ride off into the sunset either.
Am I being a pessimist?


    


    
        DernhelmLaughed (+2)

        Levin and Kitty surprised me with their (eventual) domestic bliss. I'd just expected Levin to overthink and micromanage his way into ruining the relationship.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+2)

        It will also start crumbling when he tries to re-engineer her child rearing process.


    


    
        DernhelmLaughed (+2)

        LOL He is compelled to increase crop yield. Lucky Kitty or poor Kitty?


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+3)

        Tolstoy does his usual wonderful job describing busy scenes and events. I used to go to the symphony, and I automatically superimposed the opera scene on our symphony hall. I never thought of the people in the upper mezzanine as a “dirty crowd,” though.
Although I could imagine the setting, it was amazing to me that everyone who was anyone in Petersburg (the “real” people) seemed to be there, and the whole drama of society played out. Definitely a lot more drama in the audience than at a modern symphony concert.
Anyone would be affected by a direct insult, but I think it was particularly awful for Anna because she had convinced herself that everything would be fine. This isn’t unusual for her; she’s never done a great job foreseeing consequences.
Vronsky really should have gone with her, but I suppose he was so angry that she went that he didn’t want to appear to support her actions. He’s going to have to deal with that anger, and for the time being I think he’s doing it by leaving town with her. “Completely reconciled, they left for the country.” If he can keep her out of the limelight, there will be nothing to be angry at. They managed quite well abroad, and his country estate shouldn’t be stressful. It’s just Petersburg society that’s the problem.
Anna’s actually right that Vronsky’s to blame for everything; if he hadn’t fallen in love with her she’d still be an unhappy but respectable wife. That’s not what she means, though. Maybe she means that if he’d been with her, the woman wouldn’t have been so rude. And maybe she wouldn’t have been, because it appears that what set her off was her husband talking to Anna.
Mostly, though, she seems upset that he doesn’t appear to be as tortured as she is. But that’s not who he is. He may be inwardly tortured, but it’s not his nature to make a scene. I confess that I’ve come to like Vronsky. I still don’t believe that a real-life cad would change so quickly to become a man in love, but Tolstoy wants me to believe it, so here we are. He’s a man in love with a somewhat crazy woman in an impossible situation, and he’s hoping to make the best of it.
Book 5 was certainly eventful, with major developments in both story lines. We got to understand everyone better, I think. I look forward to what’s next.
---
Also, a minor point, but something I wondered about. What's the deal with Anna's "old unmarried aunt, Princess Oblonskaya?" Vronsky frets that Anna went to the opera "In that dress, with a princess only too well known to everyone, to show yourself at the theater is equivalent not merely to acknowledging your position as a fallen woman, but is flinging down a challenge to society, that is to say, cutting yourself off from it forever.”
I get the problem with the whole situation, but why mention the princess particularly? Also, why isn't Anna a princess? Stiva is a prince.


    


    
        Nihilisticspinach (+1)

        

Anna’s actually right that Vronsky’s to blame for everything; if he hadn’t fallen in love with her she’d still be an unhappy but respectable wife. 

listen to yourself


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+2)

        Hmmmm. Good questions. The only thing I can think of is that the aunt is unmarried which is a bit usual in their circles - ie she is an old spinster and so is not part of the “in crowd.”Thus Anna is putting herself in this category as a fallen women and putting her challenge to society of accepting her or not?
No idea on the princess title?


    


    
        coltee_cuckoldee (+3)

        It sounds very grand- it was probably their only source of entertainment. I was wondering how big the hall was- looks like almost everyone saw/heard Kartasov's wife humiliate Anna.
I think this is the first time someone has insulted her to her face. Prior to this, people have been whispering about her or staring at her so she knew that she was the center of their attention. However, they never said anything nasty to her face up until now. It probably also affected her as so many people have witnessed this scene and she knows that people will be gossiping about tonight's event as well. She's also met (and quickly had to separate from) her son earlier today so that has also affected her emotional state.
I think he's going to mentally check out of this relationship soon. He'll be committed to her but will prefer the company of his friends and family and that in turn will cause her to feel lonelier. She also noticed him meet his mom (who clearly does not approve of this relationship) in the box today so I wonder if this will come up in their next fight?
I don't think so. She knows that her poor choices have led to today's events and that she's to blame as well. I think she was blaming him for pursuing her in the first place- had he not done that, she would have still been with Karenin and enjoyed a spotless reputation.
I enjoyed the latter half of Part 5. The first half was slow as Tolstoy tends to pack in so much when it comes to Levin. I also did not care much about Vronsky's passion for painting- it was very much like Levin being obsessed about revolutionizing farming. Sometimes I feel that Tolstoy includes these topics in order to let the reader know that he's well-versed with them. The Anna-Vronsky relationship is coming to a quick end and I wonder how many fights they'll continue to have? There are 3 parts remaining so I wonder if they'll separate (I cannot see them continuing to fight for the next 3 parts). I can see Lydia panicking and trying to keep Karenin away from Anna as she may be worried that the two might reunite if Anna-Vronsky break up.
Favorite lines:
"Vronsky had not yet seen Anna, he intentionally avoided looking her way; but from the direction in which people were looking he knew where she was."
"He realized that from what he had seen, and especially from Anna's face, who, he knew, was summoning her utmost strength to sustain the role she had undertaken. She fully succeeded in playing that role- of external tranquility."


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+3)

        The Opera scene was well done. It was like a 50’s diner on a Friday night with everyone gossiping and seeing each other. I doubt anyone seems to watch the show.
The words affected Anna because it did seem like a fairly extreme response in a crowded place from someone who was a former acquaintance. This was her first time being ridiculed in public over her status. It seems in proportion to how I would expect her to feel.
Vronksy seems to have buried his anger for her for now. It will explode at some point.
I think Anna means that had Vronsky never existed in her life she wouldn’t be in this mess. Did he pursue and woo a married woman with no thoughts to the consequence - Yes. Should he have tried to protect her and confront her about that Opera or sit with her - probably if he really considered her his future wife. But is he really to blame for everything - No.
Part 5 was my favorite part yet.  Loved seeing all the character development. The awkwardness of Levin and Kitty growing into each other and married life. The tragic death of his brother and how it brought them together.  Then the slow train wreck of Anna & Vronsky. Watching them collapse as humans is so tragic. And seeing the impacts of the affair on her son and Karenin.


    

Part 6 - Chapter 1

    Discussion from r/yearofannakarenina (2023)

 What do you make of Levin feeling like he is not of the same mould as the Shcherbatskys and Koznyshevs?



"You have changed in many respects since your marriage, and for the better," said Sergey Ivanovitch, smiling to Kitty, and obviously little interested in the conversation, "but you have remained true to your passion for defending the most paradoxical theories."

What do you think Sergey means?
 Did you expect us to meet Varenka again in the story?
 What do you think of Kitty’s attempts to matchmake Varenka and Sergey Ivanovich?


"Varenka, I should be very happy if a certain something were to happen," she whispered as she kissed her.


What exactly wishes Kitty to happen? Do you think it will happen?
 Anything else you'd like to discuss?
Final line:


"On the terrace."



7 Comments
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        Pythias (+3)

         I think he's right and he's felt this way before. I think that's why he had so many doubt about Kitty loving him.
 I think Sergey is poking a bit at Levin about his marriage but admits that Levin is a better man because of it. Even if Levin still promotes his paradoxical theories.
 Yes I did. After all she did say she'd visit once Kitty was married.
 Honestly I don't see why these two should be together but maybe time will show that they would be a good couple.
* Kitty obviously wants a proposal from Sergey to Varenka.


    


    
        helenofyork (+6)

        All 3 Levin brothers have "different" personalities. I can't imagine them young and all together in 1 house.


    


    
        DernhelmLaughed (+5)

         I think it is less a case of Levin himself being radically different from his wife's family and friends, and more that Levin is used to controlling his little Levin world unilaterally. He now has to accommodate their needs and wants. He doesn't seem too put out, though.
 Sergey, who has already opined his own theories about the suitability of women taking on civic duties, is probably not the person I'd want as a arbiter of whether Kitty is paradoxical or not. Sergey certainly doesn't view the world the same way as Levin.
 Not really. This is not a huge surprise, though. Varenka may have been reintroduced to show us how Kitty seeks out and surrounds herself with friends. Kitty and Varenka did hit it off, so it makes sense that they would keep in touch.
 Varenka and Sergey can figure things out just fine without Kitty's help.
* Kitty is expecting Sergey to propose to Varenka, or at least make some overtures of his romantic intent. Varenka seemed abashed by Kitty's comment, but not because she is unaware of Sergey's interest. That bodes well. At least Varenka didn't act like a deer frozen in the headlights.


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+3)

        I think Levin’s idea of the “Levin mould” is simply himself. The only other Levin he’s known is Nikolai, and the two brothers were nothing alike. I’m sure he’s eagerly anticipating Levin children, and especially sons.
I am surprised to see Varenka again, and especially surprised to see her as a possible romantic interest for Levin’s half brother. Kitty obviously hopes he’ll make Varenka an offer. This visit must have been going on for quite awhile for that situation to have developed. I think it would be lovely, and Varenka deserves a good life. If she does get an offer I don’t see her accepting unless she really loves him. Varenka doesn’t seem the sort of woman to marry for convenience.


    


    
        coltee_cuckoldee (+5)

        He's always been a bit anti-social so I'm not surprised that he's feeling a bit uncomfortable. He seems to do better in one-on-one situations where he does not need to entertain several people.
Levin seems to be happier and Kitty has brought a sense of calm within him. However, he still tends to defend the weird position when it comes to his theories.
I did not expect to see her again. This was a pleasant surprise- I didn't think that Kitty would keep in touch with her for such a long time.
I think it's cute. So many people act like this- they get into happy/stable relationships and want the same for others so they begin their matchmaking attempts. I think she expects Sergey to express interest in Varenka- it sounded a bit more official in the book so I thought maybe she's expecting him to propose? This seems unlikely- I don't think the two have been acquainted for long.
I just noticed that the next 15 chapters deal with Levin/Kitty/Dolly. I need to know more about what's happening with Anna!


    


    
        DernhelmLaughed (+4)

        

I just noticed that the next 15 chapters deal with Levin/Kitty/Dolly. I need to know more about what's happening with Anna!

LOL I agree, but in the previous section, I had been wondering what was going on with Kitty and Levin. Guess we're going to have to wait for the story to switch back.


    

Part 6 - Chapter 2

    Discussion from r/yearofannakarenina (2023)

 Do you think there is some kind of power play going on underneath the jam making? Who is the boss here?
 Do you think Kitty’s prediction about Varenka and Sergey Ivanovich returning from the woods engaged will turn out correct?
 What do you make of the Princess’ anger towards Anna? Do you think Kitty and Dolly feel that way too?
 Do you think Kitty has recovered from her Vronsky rejection?
* Anything else you'd like to discuss?
Final line:


“Do it, please, by my receipt,” said the princess; “put some paper over the jam, and moisten it with a little rum, and without even ice, it will never go mildewy.”
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        Pythias (+3)

         Yes. There's always power plays when a circle of women are cooking, making, creating something. I feel The Princess is the boss.
 I do not know but we'll see.
 I feel like this shows that the Princess is old school and what Anna did is unacceptable in high society. It really makes me feel for Anna. I think Dolly feels for Anna as well and I that Kitty may want to feel sympathy with Anna but has her emotions all tied up because of what happened with Vronsky.
 Yes I think so because I really think she's happy. But as with any wound it's still a soft spot for her.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+6)

        Princess is the boss for sure. But Agafea holds her own without being offensive.
I am not convinced on their engagement but will defer to the family who thinks it could be true. I don’t recall what are they talking about with “that old love affair of Varenka’s,”??
I feel like Princess is just reflecting the views of society about Anna. Dolly seems to have sympathy for her and understand that it is complex.
It seems Kitty is just embarrassed to talk with her family about her past love life. I didn’t get the impression she wasn’t over the rejection.


    


    
        coltee_cuckoldee (+4)

        Yes, the Princess seems to be the boss here. I'm surprised that the Princess is showcasing different techniques of making jam- I would have guessed that Kitty would have followed the technique she learnt from her mother at her new home.
Sergey seems to be into her but Varenka is clueless. I wonder if she even wants to get married- she had a love affair previously and was into volunteering. If they do get engaged, how would it even work? Would she leave behind her adoptive mother (Madame Stahl) and go live with Sergey (and who would take care of Madame Stahl in this case)? I have no clue if Kitty is right about this.
Dolly clearly does not feel that way. She's probably thankful that Kitty dodged a huge bullet in the form of Vronsky. I don't blame the Princess for being so angry- she saw Vronsky as a potential son-in-law and was surprised when he ran off with a married woman. However, she seems to be putting most of the blame on Anna when Vronsky is equally culpable. Kitty probably does not think of Anna favorably although she seems to have moved on.
I don't think she's completely recovered from it. She's likely glad that she didn't end up getting engaged/married to him but she's still humiliated from the way he publicly ditched her for Anna (he danced with the latter all night while Kitty was alone without a dance partner).


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+2)

        And Kitty was without a partner because she'd turned down several young men, expecting Vronsky's invitation. An evening to forget, if possible.


    


    
        Pythias (+4)

        Oh I totally forgot about that part. Poor Kitty. I'm glad she's happy now.


    


    
        coltee_cuckoldee (+4)

        I nearly forgot about that detail. I don't think she'll forget the humiliating ordeal anytime soon.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+2)

        Oh I did forget about all that. So humiliating. I couldn’t recall who Varenka had an affair with   - did we know who?


    


    
        Sanddanglokta62 (+2)

        She was in love with a man, but his mother didn't accept her, so he married someone else


    


    
        DernhelmLaughed (+5)

         I think it is not a demonstration of who has the superior jam-making skills, but that the Scherbatskys want the jam done their way. And Agafea Mihalovna, having being caught trying to circumvent their instructions, is now being given a lesson in obedience.
 It could go either way. Has Kitty read Varenka's feelings correctly? Is Varenka merely too shy to acknowledge the hints, or is she genuinely uninterested?
 Is she angry about Anna's deviation from her assigned role in society? At Anna's "abandonment" of her family? That would make more sense than being angry at Anna for winning Vronsky away from Kitty.
 For Kitty, I think Vronsky's rejection still stings. But she has moved on, and does not want to think about it, nor bring it up around her husband. She'd much rather talk about how Levin proposed in chalk, or other happy matters.
* I see parallels between the forced jam-making to spec, and the princess' dredging up of Kitty's old flirtation with Vronsky. There's no point in either, except to rub someone's nose in their "mistake". Kitty is happily married now, and it is public knowledge that Anna's dalliance with Vronsky has ruined Anna's life. The princess doesn't need to tell Kitty that she very nearly met the same fate as Anna. Kitty has the discernment to come to that conclusion on her own. And what is the point of antagonizing Agafea Mihalovna over the small matter of water in jam-making? It's not a question if Agafea has the skill to make jam herself.


    


    
        helenofyork (+3)

        I saw Agafya as a woman who is trying not to be relegated to absolute zero. The Shcherbatsky females could be kinder. Kitty is the undisputed mistress of the house.


    

Part 6 - Chapter 3

    Discussion from r/yearofannakarenina (2023)

 What did you think about the interactions between Levin and Kitty?
 After hearing Levin's analysis of his brother, do you think Sergey will be too "spiritual" to be interested in Varenka?
 What do you think about the problem Levin is having with the marriage and soon a child eating into his productivity, and making him feel guilty for not doing enough?
 Do you think there can be a middle ground that Levin can find between living for the common good like Sergey Ivanovich, and living for personal pleasure like the Prince?
* Anything else you'd like to discuss?
Final line:


But it was not worth while to get in, they were quite near the place, and all walked on together.
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        Pythias (+3)

         I loved it. They really do seem happy with each other and clearly know each other better.
 I don't know. If Sergey is not interested in Varenka I think it's more because of his previous love vs his spirituality.
 I hope he can handle it. Levin is definitely run by his emotions and if he starts to dwell on the guilt of not doing enough I think it's only going to get worse when his child comes around.
 I really really hope as much for Levin.


    


    
        helenofyork (+3)

        I think that what Levin is really trying to understand is that Sergei lives in the fantasy world. It's easy to chalk it up to spirituality or intellectual pursuits. Sergei fears going out there and seizing life.


    


    
        DernhelmLaughed (+3)

         It was sweet to see that they so clearly care about each other, and care about understanding what makes the other person tick. I think Kitty was also solicitous because she worried how Levin felt about being excluded from the conversation in the last chapter, and he might have suspected it was about Vronsky.
 Probably not, but I think Levin and Kitty are projecting a lot of their own hopes onto Sergey and Varenka.
 Perhaps Levin will reassess what his life's purpose is meant to be.
 I really loved the subtext of Levin's line, "In my heart I really care for nothing whatever but that you should not stumble" because it describes his entire attitude towards Kitty. It is accidentally on topic because this bit of their conversation is about the source of his happiness, but Levin is actually being literal here. He is watching the road to make sure there are no obstacles that could cause her to take a false step, and then he scolds her for skipping over a piece of wood lying in the path.


    


    
        coltee_cuckoldee (+3)

        I think this is the first time that we've seen them talk like this (so informally and like they know each other inside out). The way Kitty teased Levin about wanting to be more like his brother was cute.
No, when we saw Levin after Kitty rejected him, one could have assumed that he was too into his farmwork to be interested in any woman. It looks like Sergey hadn't met someone who truly interested him up until now.
His problem amuses me. He's already financially well off so it's not like he has to earn to make a living. He clearly holds himself up to high standards and has difficulty realizing that his position is now changed. He is no longer a bachelor who could focus all of his energies to his work. I have a bad feeling that his need to be super-productive will cause a fight between them. I'm worried that he might focus most of his energy on his work and this might cause Kitty to feel like a single mom.
Yes, one has to strike a balance. One can't be so consumed by their work- in my opinion, it's better to live like the Prince (as long as they're not bleeding money and going bankrupt trying to fund the lifestyle).


    


    
        DernhelmLaughed (+3)

        

I'm worried that he might focus most of his energy on his work and this might cause Kitty to feel like a single mom.

Agree. I think Levin might find that practical needs will have to take priority over his intellectual ambitions. Also, I wonder if he won't decide that his family is more important and more fulfilling.


    


    
        coltee_cuckoldee (+3)

        

I wonder if he won't decide that his family is more important and more fulfilling.

I'm pretty sure this will form the basis of a future fight. He'll probably immerse himself in his work and Kitty will be alone and responsible for the kids.


    

Part 6 - Chapter 4

    Discussion from r/yearofannakarenina (2023)

 What do you think about the qualities that are important for Sergey in a wife? What does this say about Sergey?
 What do you think about the age difference? May this cause any problems?
 “she was religious, and not unreflectingly religious and good like a child, in the way that Kitty was” -- what do you make of his assessment of Kitty?
 Sergey believes that it is advantageous that Varenka is without family. What does this fear of outside influence say about him? Has he observed a negative influence of Kitty's relatives on his brother's wedded life?
 Do you think Varenka will agree? Do you think she should?
 Anything else you'd like to discuss?
Final line:


Flinging away the cigar, Sergey Ivanovitch advanced with resolute steps towards her.
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        helenofyork (+4)

        I was afraid for a forest fire with that sentence! It was the sentence that elicited the most emotion from me!


Flinging away the cigar, Sergey Ivanovitch advanced with resolute steps towards her.

In his musings about Varenka, I found the family comment most interesting. She would be without support in that marriage. Kitty would side with Sergei as that is her brother-in-law. He could control and do with Varenka even more than old Madame Stahl. I could see him controlling her every movement, word and even thought.


    


    
        Ambitious-Chicken528 (+2)

        Haha! I just read this chapter and had the exact same thought about the forest fire. :)


    


    
        DernhelmLaughed (+3)

         He seems to be looking for a subservient creature who will not have any objectionable qualities, rather than an equal partner in life. Unsurprisingly, love and attraction seem to be nowhere in the list. Also pretty telling that he only considers what she can do for him, but doesn't prioritize how he would make her life better. He doesn't need to woo her; she is lucky to have him. 
 As with the qualities he is looking for in a wife, Sergey does not want anyone who will challenge his authority. The younger and less experienced women are more likely to fit the bill. Even better if she has no money of her own, and no family to back her up. Sergey is literally looking for a woman to be completely at his mercy.
 It certainly doesn't give Kitty any credit for nuanced thought. Maybe this is the image that Kitty projects to people who do not know her well, or only in social situations.
 It's that dang jam-making fracas, I tell you. Made the Scherbatskys look like they would interfere with small household details and impose upon their in-laws.
* We haven't actually heard Varenka's definitive thoughts on this matter. Is she supposed to be grateful to receive any offer at all? It's very possible. In that case, she won't care about his qualities in the same way he judges hers. I wonder if she's had any opportunity to observe Sergey's behavior. Not that small talk in a social setting is a good way to test your future husband's qualities.


    


    
        coltee_cuckoldee (+5)

        Yikes, the qualities that he listed (and why he considered them so important) raised a few red flags. He seems to want a reclusive woman who's not interested in having close relationships with others. This is a bit worrisome- who would help Varenka if he does not treat her well? It's not like she has a proper family of her own. His wish for a woman who 'was indebted to her husband for everything' is also weird- he wants to be the only influence on his future wife. I thought he was more progressive than Levin but he is just as bad if not worse. The age gap is another factor here.
It is very weird to see a 40 year old wish for a reclusive young woman who'll be indebted to him for everything. He knows that no one his age would tolerate these demands and therefore he needs to go after a young woman who doesn't have many opinions of her own and who does not have people in her life who can guide her. I think Tolstoy will portray this marriage as happy and successful but it just sounds like a recipe for disaster.
I guess he's known Kitty since she was young. He probably doesn't see her any other way and thinks of all of her actions as childish. Varenka is around Kitty's age so I guess he's also attracted to the fact that Varenka is more responsible/mature when compared to Kitty.
He seems to be very dominating/controlling. He wants a wife with no opinions who he can completely control. It would be hard to control someone who has close relationships with family/friends which is why he's scared of outside influence. I think he might have seen the Scherbatsky's influence on Levin's present life but I wonder why he's so bothered by it. Levin doesn't even live close to his in-laws so he probably sees them once in a while. Sure, his mother-in-law wants certain things done her way but is it impossible to compromise and be agreeable for a few days?
Knowing Sergey's intentions, I hope she doesn't but I do think she will agree to it.
Random thought: This got me thinking. Other than maybe Prince Scherbatsky, have we met a male character in this book who genuinely loves and cares for his partner? Oblonsky is a cheater, Karenin was emotionally unavailable, Vronsky messed up Anna's life by making commitments he cannot clearly keep, Levin is a manchild with a severe Madonna-whore complex and Sergey is trying to play build-a-wife.


    

Part 6 - Chapter 5

    Discussion from r/yearofannakarenina (2023)

 Although the scene was perfectly set, the proposal didn't come forth. Do you think the moment has been lost?
 Why do you think Varenka feels relief?


He could not be false to the memory of Marie.


Does Sergey really believe this, or is there something else preventing him from declaring his love?
 Will the two still find each other in the future or is marriage now out of the question? What do you predict?
* Anything else you'd like to discuss?
Final line:


"No, they didn't see."
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        coltee_cuckoldee (+5)

        Yes, I think the moment has been lost and both parties seem to be relieved that the proposal did not come through.
I guess she was worried of change. If she gets married, her identity changes completely. She can no longer help people as she wished and her first priority would be her husband and kids.
I don't think he believes this. He was so close to proposing to Varenka- he had even thought of what to say to her. I think he's unsure that she's the right woman for him. He might be worried that she's too independent to submit entirely to him.
I'm not sure. Levin and Kitty did end up reuniting so I guess there's hope for them. Also, Kitty might like to play the matchmaker in this case and convince Varenka to give Sergey a chance.


    


    
        DernhelmLaughed (+6)

         It feels like the peer pressure momentarily wore off and they had a moment of clarity. So, the moment's probably gone.
 I liked the comparison to a schoolboy after the exam is over. Varenka might have failed a test, but at least the test is over. She might have also sensed that he would not be a good husband.
 Sergey might be trying to retroactively justify why he didn't propose. To make himself sound more dignified, rather than panicked.
 If they are truly inclined towards marriage, it will happen. But Sergey's ideal is a silent helpless woman. Being so easily derailed by Varenka even opening her mouth, he knows he could not handle marriage to a real live woman. Or, maybe Sergey's problem is simply the proposal itself. Sergey will figure out how to pop the question through trial and error, with Varenka mutely accepting.


    


    
        helenofyork (+4)

        Varenka and Sergei call to mind Sonja from "War and Peace." I think that Tolstoy is trying to make a point that there are people out there, beset by loneliness, who could thrive in a loving marriage but they refuse to take action. It is easier to reside in the head than move out of oneself with the heart.
Sergei could prove a possessive and controlling monster with Varenka. Or he could face himself and become a different person - just as his brother is doing with Kitty.
Varenka may be relieved because she is inferior in the social order and a female alone. She is correct to be afraid. Evan a peasant woman with a strong family unit is much more powerful than an orphan girl raised by a manipulative rich old woman. Marrying Sergei would put her at greater risk than the other way around.
I think that they would make a wonderful couple if they could only get over themselves.


    

Part 6 - Chapter 6

    Discussion from r/yearofannakarenina (2023)

 Why do you think Levin insists on teaching Grisha himself, and his thinking it should be Stiva teaching him and not Dolly?
 Why was Agafea Mihalovna acting all mysterious about the supper?


"It would be difficult to find two sons-in-law more unlike than yours," he said with a subtle smile. "One all movement, only living in society, like a fish in water; the other our Kostya, lively, alert, quick in everything, but as soon as he is in society, he either sinks into apathy, or struggles helplessly like a fish on land."


What did you think about Sergey's comparison of Stepan Oblonsky and Kostya Levin?
 What are your impressions of the uninvited guest, Vasenka Veslovsky?
 What do you think are the factors that led to Levin’s spirit souring?
 Anything else you'd like to discuss?
Final line:


"It’s all one long holiday for them," he thought, "but this is not holiday work, it won’t wait, and life can’t go on without it."
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        helenofyork (+2)

        Are we to assume Levin knows Latin well because of his status? This is where my ignorance of the education of Russian nobility shines through.
While it is tempting to assume Levin dismisses Dolly internally because of sexism, something of the textbook description makes me think Levin really knows the subject matter and that the book and teachers are lacking. A dull textbook and a bad teacher would be the reason why Grisha needs summer review. A really good teacher and someone who knows the subject matter can adapt the class in different ways to make it more interesting.
Vasenka Veslovsky sounds very stimulating on the group. You'd think, with so many people and personalities under one roof, further excitement is the last thing they need.


    


    
        coltee_cuckoldee (+2)

        I agree with others here. He thinks that fathers should be responsible for their sons' education (I assume that only Grisha is getting formal education here- no mention of Tanya being tutored). He doesn't think too highly of Oblonsky- he knows that he's busy philandering instead of acting responsible. I agree with Levin here- Dolly seems to be completely responsible for the kids so the least that Stiva can do is educate the sons.
I think she wanted to know if Kitty or any of her family members (Dolly, the Princess) had any specific orders for dinner. We've seen the Princess "take over" the kitchen while making jam so Agatha probably wants to know if she wants dinner done a certain way.
I completely agree with him. Stiva is at ease when he is out and about and surrounded by his friends. He seems to be restless at home and refuses to shoulder his responsibilities. Levin is the exact opposite. He is more responsible and takes care of his wife but he seems to be too reclusive and therefore cannot enjoy the company of others.
Levin is clearly jealous of the affection Kitty has for Vasenka. I sense a fight between the two.
I think Oblonsky and his guest's arrival really soured Levin's mood. He wasn't enjoying the company of Dolly and the Princess but now that Oblonsky has come, he might be worried that everyone would prefer the company of Stiva in his (Levin's) own house. He probably believes that he will be compared to Stiva and Vasenka and this is why his mood is worsening.
Favorite line: 'Their happiness in their love involved an unpleasant reflection on those who desired, but had failed, to secure the same happiness, and made them feel ashamed.'


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+3)

        I think Levin believes that education of boys should be a man's job. He also believes Stiva is neglecting his fatherly duties, which he is as always, so Levin thinks he should step in. (How old is Grisha anyway to be studying Latin? He can't be more than seven or eight.)
I have no clue what the "supper" conversation was about. I didn't think Agafea Mihalovna was being mysterious though. It sounded to me like she was trying to get someone to consult with her about it, and Varenka helpfully stepped in.
The comparison of Stiva and Levin is correct. Stiva is an amoral extrovert, and Levin is a (perhaps overly) principled introvert. They've always been friends though, which amazes me.
Veslovsky? Another extrovert, and one who's absolutely clueless about how his manner and actions affect people. His presence and his attention to Kitty are mostly what affected Levin's mood, but it may also be just too much activity and too many people for Levin. In addition to disappointment that the Prince didn't come, of course.


    


    
        DernhelmLaughed (+6)

         This was hilariously on-brand for Levin. Insist that there is only one right way of doing things, insist on being the person to do it, and lose interest immediately if he must do it someone else's way.
 No idea. Maybe she's secretly added water to the jam again.
 Seems a bit harsh, but has elements of truth to it. But why is this particular aspect the point of comparison?
 Seems to be exactly the social fish that Sergey was talking about.
 Levin is reacting to something. Was it the old prince not coming? Or that Vasenka is affectionate to Kitty? Maybe Levin's social battery is drained and he cannot take another rando at his home. Or, like the old princess, "always finds something to be miserable about."
 Varenka and Sergey aren't being forced together by overwhelming societal pressure. Everyone seems relived even though the proposal wasn't made. The outcome "though negative, was of great importance."


    

Part 6 - Chapter 7

    Discussion from r/yearofannakarenina (2023)

 What do you think about the assertive way Dolly talks to Stiva?
 What do you make of Dolly’s eagerness to go visit Anna, and the sympathy and respect she still seems to hold for her?
 What did you think of the reconciliatory talk between Kitty and Levin?
 Do you think Veslovsky is really going for Kitty, or just being too friendly?
* Anything else you'd like to discuss?
Final line:


"Tomorrow...Oh, yes, we are going shooting tomorrow."
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        sunnydaze7777777 (+9)

        Dolly’s sarcasm with Stiva cracked me up. But also surprised me and made me sad. I guess she has accepted his philandering ways now and they have a marriage of convenience.
I love that Dolly wants to help Anna. I guess she knows what it is like to be trapped in a marriage.
Kitty and Levin are cute in a totally insecure way. They talked through their feelings and reassured each other for all their insecurities.
I think Veslovsky is a player. I don’t think he is serious about Kitty. Just his nature to flirt with cute girls in the room.


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+5)

        I am impressed with Dolly’s snark. “We all know you can do without sleep, and keep other people up too.” But Stiva is so tone deaf he probably doesn’t get it.
I don’t understand Dolly’s fondness for Anna. She’s known her a long time though, and must have compassion for her current situation.
Levin is so lucky to have Kitty. He went off on a rant and she just understood him and was able to calm him down.
And no, I don’t think Veslovsky is really going for Kitty. As he says, they are cousins, and “old friends.” He’s just one of those gregarious people who can’t imagine that he might be annoying or even offensive.


    


    
        DernhelmLaughed (+4)

         I didn't notice anything particularly assertive. But at this point, Dolly must be the one to lay the ground rules for Stiva's behavior.
 Dolly might simply be solicitous because Anna is her sister-in-law. Also, Dolly might be sympathetic to Anna's precarious position as the wife in a rocky marriage.
 Good thing they cleared up the misunderstanding. I liked that Levin was aware that he was being illogical. He says, "You must understand the horror and comedy of my position." And Kitty was not only perceptive enoughto figure out what the problem was, but willing to change her social interactions to put Levin's mind at ease..
 I think this is all a figment of Levin's jealous fantasies. Veslovsky hasn't actually done anything to indicate romantic interest in Kitty, or to even single her out, in spike of what Levin imagines.


    


    
        coltee_cuckoldee (+5)

        I think their marriage has reached a point where Dolly has no respect for Stiva- she knows that he will continue to philander and she's sick of it. Since she cannot leave him, she's being more assertive and talking back to him.
I think Dolly is glad that she listened to Anna's advice. She knows that she would have been in a worse condition if she had left Stiva- this is probably why she still has respect and sympathy for Anna. It's a bit surprising as I expected Dolly to sympathize with Karenin as she's been in a similar position to him.
Levin is so insecure. Even if Veslovsky was trying to hit on Kitty, it's so clear that Kitty is only interested in her husband. If she wanted another man, she could have easily married him as she had no dearth of suitors. Levin really needs to act his age- her friendly behavior to the guest displeased him but he was also annoyed when she didn't let Veslovsky kiss her hand. The way he jumped to the conclusion that she was already in love with the guest was also shocking- his behavior is so controlling and borderline abusive. Does he want her to never make eye contact with any other man? Kitty's naivete also worried me especially when she was secretly pleased 'by the force of love for her which was now expressing itself in his jealousy.'
It could be both. I did find his wanting to kiss her hand several times a bit weird but maybe he's just super friendly. Why would he hit on Levin's wife in his house?


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+4)

        

I think Dolly is glad that she listened to Anna's advice. She knows that she would have been in a worse condition if she had left Stiva- this is probably why she still has respect and sympathy for Anna. It's a bit surprising as I expected Dolly to sympathize with Karenin as she's been in a similar position to him.

This is great insight on Dolly. I too thought she would sympathize with Karenin but what you say makes so much sense.


    

Part 6 - Chapter 8

    Discussion from r/yearofannakarenina (2023)

 What did you make of the difference in the men's hunting outfits, and who do you think is likely to be the best hunter?
 What did you think of Levin’s observations about Veslovsky, and the latter’s behaviour enroute?
 What could the implications be for the coachman having to go back to retrieve Veslovsky's pocket book?
 How do you think Kitty will fare on her own?
* Anything else you'd like to discuss?
Final line:


The coachman rode back on the trace-horse, and Levin himself drove the remaining pair.
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        coltee_cuckoldee (+4)

        I found Oblonsky's outfit choices a bit odd- at first, I assumed that he was going through a rough financial patch and that's why he was dressed in rags. I can imagine him spending all of his money on the latest gun instead of decent clothes. I guess Levin is the best hunter. He lives so close to the hunting grounds so I assume he has more practice.
Levin seems to be warming up to Veslovsky. The latter just seems to be a bit overfriendly while being genuinely nice. I guess Levin is ashamed of the outburst he had the night before.
I wonder if they might get lost/stranded and have to spend time together. I have a feeling that something dramatic might happen- maybe the pocketbook has been stolen and Veslovsky has to leave immediately.
She'll be fine as she has her mother and sister to accompany her. She might be slightly relieved that Levin is not there to get butthurt about the smallest things. She can have conversations with her family without worrying about him feeling being left out.


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+3)

        Does Tolstoy have a fascination with men’s legs or what? We had Karenin focusing on someone’s calves at the Petersburg court, and now we have  Veslovsky’s thick thighs.
That detail aside, Veslovsky is clearly not an experienced hunter; this may actually be his first time. He’s dressed in a sort of costume, and here comes Stiva “radiant in his rags,” clearly knowing what’s appropriate for the activity. Levin wears what he wants, which sounds simple but not ragged.
We’ve been shooting with Levin and Stiva before, and as I recall they’re pretty well matched. Stiva won, I think, in part because Levin was distracted in his thoughts. That might happen again.
Veslovsky seems a decent fellow, naïve and apparently quite young. This is a new experience for him and he’s excited, which is probably why he left his pocketbook. I don’t think the coachman should be gone long, and I don’t know if it will have any impact except perhaps to slow them down because they have one less horse.
Kitty will be fine; she just misses her husband when he’s away. I don’t think she’s far enough along to go into labor in the next few days; surely he wouldn’t have gone if that was a possibility.
I loved the start of the chapter with Laska eagerly awaiting the hunters. I am not fond of Stiva’s dog Krak; he sounds like a showoff.
There was quite a lot in this chapter. We even had another glimpse of Levin the landowner. From what I understood of the discussion the carpenter had messed up the staircase and wanted to fix it on the fly instead of starting over, and Levin is insisting he redo it correctly. I hope Levin gets his way; we’ve previously seen some of his workers go ahead and do what they want regardless.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+3)

        I love that the competition between the men even extends to the dogs. “…whether Laska would show to advantage in comparison with Krak…”
I don’t know why the detail of the coachman going back is added. Perhaps they will get into some trouble and have needed him. Or he will see something important on his way there/back. Or he will see something at the house and Levin will misinterpret what he sees and go all green eyed jealous again - like Vronksy pulls up at the house.
I am sure The Princess will look after Kitty and fuss over her being careful with her pregnancy like Levin does.


    


    
        DernhelmLaughed (+2)

         Vassenka is cosplaying what he images a stylish hunter would wear, and perhaps has never been on a hunt before. Stiva and Levin, dressed practically, seem to be more practiced hunters.
 Levin is anxious to reverse his jealous misconstruction of Vassenka's character on the previous night, so he is making the effort to be as amiable as possible. Vassenka is delighted with little details, like the steppe horse, and is predisposed to being amiable as well.
 Perhaps the three hunters will run into some trouble and wish they had the absent coachman's help. Or that Vassenka will need money for something during the trip and nedd to borrow money.
 Kitty has her sister and mother around, so she will be busy hosting them. Perhaps her chagrin at being separated from Levin is because they are newlyweds and she seems not to be very independent. Kitty will eventually acquire more independence with experience.


    

Part 6 - Chapter 9

    Discussion from r/yearofannakarenina (2023)

 What did you think of Veslovsky’s mistakes, and Levin’s struggle to not get angry at him?
 What do you make of the fact Veslovsky was the first to kill a snipe, while the more experienced Stepan and Levin missed their shots?
 Do you think the Veslovsky character is here to stay? What role will he play?
 Why is Veslovsky's atonement focused on the coachman rather than the host?
* Anything else you'd like to discuss?
Final line:


Levin was a little afraid he would exhaust the horses, especially the chestnut, whom he did not know how to hold in; but unconsciously he fell under the influence of his gaiety and listened to the songs he sang all the way on the box, or the descriptions and representations he gave of driving in the English fashion, four-in-hand; and it was in the very best of spirits that after lunch they drove to the Gvozdyov marsh.
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        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+3)

        Veslovsky shot a peewit, which is apparently an easier target than a snipe. He is so excited.
Today I learned (from Wikipedia) that the snipe is “highly alert and startled easily, rarely staying long in the open. If the snipe flies, hunters have difficulty wing-shooting due to the bird's erratic flight pattern. The difficulties involved around hunting snipes gave rise to the military term sniper, which originally meant an expert hunter highly skilled in marksmanship and camouflaging, but later evolved to mean a sharpshooter or a shooter who makes distant shots from concealment.”
Veslovsky is turning this day into a much different one than Levin had in mind, and Levin is trying to be a good host and make the best of it. I think this hunting interlude must be based on a real experience in Tolstoy’s life. I get the same feeling of authenticity as the “wrinkled shirt” episode before the wedding. Veslovsky is having such a good time and, even after getting the wagon stuck and even damaging it, seems to have no clue that he might be a figure of fun.
I don’t think he’s focusing his atonement on the coachman, he’s acting the role of a servant to “atone for his sins.” Actually he just wants to drive; he thinks it’s fun.
I don’t anticipate Veslovsky playing much of a role beyond this visit to the country. He’s entertaining but he’d probably distract from the main story if he appeared too often.


    


    
        coltee_cuckoldee (+2)

        I think Verslovsky is just excited to tag along with them- I don't think he's doing anything purposely. Not surprised about Levin struggling to keep his cool, I feel like he cannot get along with extroverted person- they clearly drain all of his energy.
I think this will rub them Levin the wrong way- he seems to be very competitive and eager to prove himself. Oblonsky is just enjoying life as usual, I don't think he really cares about how many birds he kills as long as he's having fun and away from his responsibilities.
I think he might cause a minor conflict between Kitty and Levin. Maybe he'll excitedly tell Kitty all about their shooting adventures and Levin will be angry at the fact that another man is amusing his wife.
I guess he's just waiting for Levin to cool down.
Random thought: It looks like Levin is injured- he has a huge bump on his forehead and seemed to be confused by his hearing when trying to shoot. I think this might play a bigger part in the next few chapters? Maybe he has a concussion and they'll need to run immediately.


    


    
        DernhelmLaughed (+4)

         Mistakes due to Vassenka's inexperience and unbridled enthusiasm, not malice. Still, unnecessary mistakes, and Levin's not very tolerant of mistakes.
 You can't attribute any virtue or skill to Mr. Gun-safety-is-optional. It was purely luck that he shot something and Stiva and Levin didn't.
 Hard to say. Maybe he is just making an appearance in the story to give Levin an object lesson.
 Perhaps because the coachman has already had to ride back to fetch Vassenka's forgotten purse? And good thing the coachman returned. Perfect timing to rescue them.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+4)

        I think Levin is overcompensating as he says - for his earlier coldness to Veslovsky.
I think Levin missed only due to Veslovsky interfering with his shot. He seems like a big oaf who messes up the hunting ground by being too loud and boisterous. So I wonder if any of them will have luck and hopefully he doesn’t shoot a dog by accident.
He does provide some comic relief and lightens everyone’s spirits once they give in to his charms.  They can’t help but forgive his bumbling self indulgent ways. He seems like someone we know.  Everyone has or should have  a person like this in their life.


    


    
        DernhelmLaughed (+2)

        Vassenka's a bit like Stiva. Forgiven for his mistakes because he is cheery and good natured.


    


    
        LiteraryReadIt (+3)

        Footnotes:
Bon appétit—bonne conscience! Ce poulet va tomber jusqu’au fond de mes bottes - "Good appetite—good conscience! This chicken will go down to the bottom of my boots."
Automedon was the charioteer of the Achaean warrior Achilles in Homer's The Iliad.


    

Part 6 - Chapter 10

    Discussion from r/yearofannakarenina (2023)

 Did this chapter go the way you thought it would go?
 If Veslovsky is Stepan's friend, why does he dump him on Levin during the hunt?
 What do you make of Levin’s underperformance, and the way his first few shots determine how the rest of his evening will go?
 What did you think of Laska losing faith in Levin’s ability to shoot?
 What did you think of the peasants inviting them for food and drinks? Should Levin have gone with them?
 Anything else you'd like to discuss?
Final line:


"It’s awkward having one dog for two people," said Stepan Arkadyich, trying to tone down his triumph.

See you all next week!


5 Comments
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        coltee_cuckoldee (+2)

        Yes, I was sure Levin would under-perform since he's so concerned with being better than Oblonsky.
I didn't consider this. I guess Stiva knew that Veslovsky's presence would bother Levin and cause him to under-perform. Maybe he wanted this situation to occur as it would be entertaining/amusing. I don't think Stiva is the competitive type so he didn't do it to "defeat" Levin in this hunt.
He clearly gets agitated easily. Since he missed his first few shots (he was so concerned with not looking like a fool in front of Vasenka and the fact that Stiva was doing well also bothered him), he grew more frustrated and was unable to concentrate.
I think Laska sensed that Levin was not giving his 100% to the shots and that's why she didn't bother doing her best either.
I found it odd how Levin tried to get Veslovsky to go eat with the peasants. He's the guest so he could have been kinder- I wonder if Veslovsky understood what Levin was trying to do and felt bad about it.


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+3)

        I expected a comedy of errors, but couldn't predict the exact form. Stiva is so clever, arranging things so he himself would have an enjoyable hunt and sticking Levin with the novice. I suppose his excuse would have been that Levin knows the area better.
Levin's underperformance? Who wouldn't underperform, half afraid that Veslovsky, who knows nothing of gun safety, might shoot himself, Levin, or Laska at any moment?
I love Laska. She has clear expectations for her master, and he isn't living up to them. The distraction of Veslovsky is no excuse for her.
It was very sociable of the peasants to invite them to join in their refreshments. Levin probably should have gone along, if only because Veslovsky didn't seem to understand them. He asked Levin in French what they were saying. Surely he speaks Russian; maybe it's a country accent.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+4)

        

Laska did not believe he had shot it, and when he sent her to find it, she pretended to hunt for it, but did not really.

One of the only times I think I have laughed hardily at this book. 😂
Levins performance seemed realistic of someone who is competitive with self or others. They get hard on themselves when doing poorly and don’t recover.
This was a good chapter though I don’t personally condone hunting but it was a nice scene. I was so worried Laska would get shot though.


    


    
        DernhelmLaughed (+2)

         Did not expect all the scheming from Stiva and Levin for a simple snipe hunt. At least no one shot anyone else.
 Stiva does not want Vassenka to get in the way of his enjoyment of the hunt. That's very on-brand for Stiva, who prioritizes himself over anyone else.
 Levin cannot just enjoy the outing without making it into a contest. Also , Levin's performance is down to him, no matter how much he wishes to blame someone else for his failures. 
 It's quite funny that the dog is giving Levin side-eye. The dog's probably been on a hunt with Levin before and doesn't have faith in Levin.
 That was very hospitable of them. But of course, Levin tries to use it as a pretext to dump Vassenka. 
 The ending makes you realize that Stiva and Levin had strategies. Stiva is so sly, he knew how to set up the hunt to his advantage right from the beginning by splitting the party. Levin was saddled with Vassenka and his own anxieties, and could only get alone time towards the end. But with all the hits and misses, it's hard to gauge Levin's success hunting alone.


    

Part 6 - Chapter 11

    Discussion from r/yearofannakarenina (2023)

 What do you think the peasants thought about Veslovsky?
 What did you think about the argument between Levin and Stiva about economic inequality?
 What do you make of Stiva’s assertion that Levin should be more masculine and independent from his wife? How would that affect his relationship with Kitty?
 What is it about Levin that makes him so uncomfortable in the company of others?
 What does Stiva mean about Levin “acting fairly only in a negative way”?
 What do you think of Veslovsky and Stiva’s behaviour, going after the servant girls? Would Levin, even unmarried, ever have gone with them, and why / why not?
* Anything else you'd like to discuss?
Final line:


Levin mumbled in his sleep: "Tomorrow at daybreak, gentlemen!" and fell asleep.



4 Comments


    
        yearofbot (+1)

        Past years discussions:
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        coltee_cuckoldee (+4)

        They seemed to enjoy his company and were very generous with the food they shared.
I agree with Stiva. If the work is yielding good results, the workers deserve to be paid well. It looks like Levin seems to look down on those who don't live their lives exactly like him.
I don't agree with this advice. I was disappointed when he mentioned that affairs with servants were of no consequence and don't harm his wife. Stiva only thinks of how his actions have outward effects on his reputation. He's not worried about hurting anybody's feelings.
He's so dead set in his ways. He refuses to compromise or believe that he may be in the wrong at times. He always wants to be proven as the winner of each conversation and that is why it's so hard to talk to him.
It looks like Stiva is accusing Levin of not acting in a way that aligns with his beliefs. Levin keeps talking about wanting to reduce the inequality between him and his workers but he won't take any action to implement this as he benefits out of this very inequality. If his workers are just as powerful as him (own their land, etc), they would not work for him for cheap rates.
I'm not too surprised. Stiva has no shame and continues to run after girls even though he has a lovely wife and kids at home. I don't think anything will stop Stiva from continuing to have affairs. I guess Veslovsky is unmarried so I don't think his going after girls is as bad but it is definitely weird since he'll just have fun/sleep around with the servant girls but will marry a wife from his own class/society.


    


    
        DernhelmLaughed (+6)

         They were hospitable and generous to their guest because they didn't think of the relationship in terms of compensation.
 Very telling that Stiva views the unequal class structure (where he is on the benefiting side) as the natural result of the ingenuity of the wealthy class. The disproportionate reward distribution for labor isn't due to ingenuity, but to systemic unfairness.
 Stiva is conveniently leaving out the fact that he made Dolly unhappy. It's not that surprising that the buffoon who almost tanked his marriage thinks he is an authority on masculinity. Don't listen to him, Levin. You finally got married to Kitty, don't mess it up.
 Simply, Levin likes having his own way, and is unpracticed in negotiating group dynamics. Levin disagrees with the mindset of most people, and it chafes him not to be in charge. 
 I'm not sure how to interpret this. It seems like the two approaches to closing the gap between the classes is to either positively uplift the workers, or to reduce the holdings of the wealthy. There's also the idea that talking theoretically about making the system more fair is all well and good, but it is useless unless action is taken. Stiva, of course, would view any reduction of his wealth as negative.
 Levin wouldn't have joined in because casual flirtations lack a sincerity of intention. Stiva and Vassenka are enjoying the rustic deprivations because it is only temporary for them. They get to go home to luxury and security. Stiva and Vassenka are essentially participating in poverty tourism here. Stiva gushed about the "delightful" peasant girls like "a freshly peeled nut", but these women would not be welcome in his "proper" society. And Vassenka was delighted by the peasant's lifestyle because it's a novelty. He loved the dogs and the vodka, and sleeping in the hay, and the brokely cart because it's temporay.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+5)

        I felt bad for the poor peasants with the muddy boots and noise from the workers. Though like everyone else they were likely charmed by Veslovsky.
I think there is merit to what Stiva has to say in the argument. Levin wants to have his cake and eat it too. One can’t have all the land and money and complain that there is no fair distribution of assets. It’s back to the state of Russia at the time and earlier conversation Levin had (with his brother or was it his neighbor) about the serfs being free but having no infrastructure. Society has to evolve to care for everyone equally while still allowing generational wealth to exist and encourage the wealth of the upper class to be circulated among the peasants so all benefit. For example, pay higher wages. Give land owner rights/ renters in exchange for crops, decrease profits on sales to peasants, etc.
I did love how Stiva gave Levin a hard time and kept trying to pin him down on the economic argument.
As much as it pains me to say, I do think Levin can give he and Kitty a little more breathing room in their relationship. While it looks like he is being tied to her apron strings, in reality he is micromanaging her movements and feelings now that she is pregnant.


    

Part 6 - Chapter 12

    Discussion from r/yearofannakarenina (2023)

 Levin's dog Laska was the main character in this chapter. What can we interpret from Laska's behaviour about her master?
 What do you think about how Levin treats Laska, not just in this chapter but before?
 What do you think are the factors that led to Levin having better luck hunting this time?
 What did you think of Tolstoy’s descriptions of the environment?
* Anything else you'd like to discuss?
Final line:


And Levin was doubly pleased when, in full view of this boy who had expressed his approval, he immediately killed another three snipe, one after the other.
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        coltee_cuckoldee (+4)

        Levin's micromanaging habits never seem to leave him. I was surprised to read that he was almost forcing Laska to check in one particular direction for snipe when the dog had ascertained that nothing was there.
I think he treats her well and has a close bond with her.
I think he did better as he was all alone and therefore felt no need to prove himself to anyone. He was stressing out about Stiva's shots and was to eager to get rid of Veslovsky.
I like the way Tolstoy describes environments (the sights/sounds/smells) but I enjoy reading about his descriptions of the characters' feelings.


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+2)

        I usually love the Laska POV, but she seemed a little confused here. She's pretty old, as I recall; I hope she isn't losing her skills as she ages. Levin seemed more connected with her in earlier chapters.
I'm sure Levin had better results because he wasn't annoyed by Veslovsky. Also maybe early morning is a better time to get more birds.
Tolstoy's description of the environment is beautiful. He clearly knew the land well, and loved it.
I haven't yet figured out the purpose of these shooting expeditions in the overall narrative. Maybe just more character development for Levin and Oblonsky, or even just Tolstoy taking the opportunity to write about something he loved.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+3)

        Typical for Levin to think he knows better than his dog how to do her job. He is kind and good to her but also is not trusting.
I love when Tolstoy uses prose to describe the outdoors. It is my favorite part of his writing. This was no exception.


    


    
        DernhelmLaughed (+3)

         Laska will do as she is bidden, but does not understand Levin's reasons at times. Sounds very much like how Levin's farm workers interact with Levin.
 Levin does not necessarily use Laska to her full abilities, giving her instructions when she could have done better with her own methodology for finding snipe. But Levin also spotted a snipe when her nose hadn't pinpointed it yet. And so, it made sense for him to give her instructions to flush the snipe out.
 The difference can be attributed to performance anxiety and the size of the hunting party. Levin did better this time, not having to manage Vassenka, nor fret about Stiva having an advantage, nor manage his anxiety at bagging fewer snipe than the others. And it's almost certain that being the only hunter in a quiet marsh resulted in better focus and more snipe bagged.
 Peaceful and picturesque on its own, Tolstoy describes the natural beauty of the world in the absence of humans. But Levin's presence introduces the question of "what can this land yield in terms of hunting game?" This is very similar to earlier chapters when Levin would walk in his fields, and the picturesque pastoral descriptions would quickly give way to Levin's meditations on how to increase the size of his crop yield.


    


    
        LiteraryReadIt (+2)

        Yeah, I was reminded of the earlier pastoral chapters, too. I liked the description of the haze on the land as the sun is gradually rising.


    

Part 6 - Chapter 13

    Discussion from r/yearofannakarenina (2023)

 Why has Levin been able to laugh off the poor behaviour of his companions?
 What did you think of Kitty’s letter?
 What did you think of Veslovsky eating all the food?
 How do you think Levin will cope with Veslovsky when he returns home?
* Anything else to add?
Final line:


It was particularly delightful to him to have got rid of the hostility he had been feeling towards Vassenka Veslovsky at home, and to feel instead the most friendly disposition to him.
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        coltee_cuckoldee (+3)

        He's super happy at the moment. He's proved to himself that he's still as good when it comes to hunting and his wife is doing well at home.
Is Kitty close to delivering her kid? She already has a midwife and I had assumed she was only a few months along.
It made me wonder if he ate all the peasants' food a few days earlier. I can't imagine them being too happy about it as it would have cost a lot of money and they offered him everything for free and refused to accept anything in return.
I think he might be jealous again. Honestly, I thought that he would be over these feelings regarding Veslovsky as he seemed to have enjoyed this mini trip with him. He also knows that Veslovsky has been spending the night with other women. This question does lead me to believe that there will be another such episode where he gets annoyed by Veslovsky having a conversation with Kitty.


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+3)

        He walked twenty miles before ten in the morning? After that, and coming back to no food, I wouldn't have laughed anything off. He probably realized there was no point; that's just how his companions are so he might as well make the best of it.
Kitty's letter was very sweet; reassuring him of her well-being just as she'd promised. When she initially promised it, I was anticipating some delay that would upset Levin, but fortunately that didn't happen. The disappointment was all from the behavior of his churlish companions.
Veslovsky is an oaf, and Stiva should have thought to make him save something for Levin.
I notice we finally see the results of the coachman having to go back for Veslovsky's things. The chestnut horse was overdriven and out of sorts, because of the way Veslovsky drove. I don't know if this will cause any issues or if it's just to further emphasize Veslovsky's irresponsibility.
I was surprised that Levin was so positive toward Veslovsky by the time they were driving home. Given that, I think he'll continue to be friendly to him when they return home.


    


    
        LiteraryReadIt (+2)

        I was thinking the same thing about the 20~ mile walk. Like, that's a whole day's journey to be done in a single morning and all Levin asks when he gets back is "What's cooking? I'm kinda hungry."


    


    
        DernhelmLaughed (+2)

         Probably because he took a break without them, and had a successful hunt.
 No wonder Levin felt relieved after reading the letter. It's primary intent was to reassure Levin. Kitty must be feeling better about their separation, or pretending to, for Levin's sake.
 By now, it's not surprising that Vassenka has done something thoughtless, to Levin's discomfort/detriment. 
 I doubt that Levin will be more tolerant of Vassenka's boorishness after they return home. But perhaps he will not be jealous when Vassenka talks to Kitty. The hunting trip may have made Levin realize that Vassenka isn't a threat. At least, so long as Vassenka is not waving a gun around indiscriminately to aim at snipe near Levin.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+2)

        I think Levin is trying to roll with the punches, be one of the guys and take the poor behavior lightly. Once he returns home, I expect he will have a change of heart and see their behavior like others in his house will - invasive, poor manners and terribly misogynistic.
Kitty’s letter was very sweet and thoughtful in her writing to Levin to ensure he has a nice time.
Lol Veslovsky eating all the food. Just another detail that makes him so real to us and like someone we know.


    

Part 6 - Chapter 14

    Discussion from r/yearofannakarenina (2023)

 What do you think about Levin's reluctance to discuss the practicalities of baby preparations?
 What do you make of Levin’s certainty the baby is going to be male?
 Why do you think Veslovsky continues to be overly friendly with Kitty, and why does he want to talk about Anna?
 What did you think of Levin’s becoming angry again while watching Kitty from afar, and her way of resolving the situation?
 Do you think the arrival of the baby will settle Levin's mood swings down?
 Anything else you'd like to discuss?
Final line:


Although nothing had been pursuing them, and there was nothing to run away from, and they could not possibly have found anything very delightful on that garden seat, the gardener saw with astonishment that they passed him on their way home with comforted and radiant faces.
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        coltee_cuckoldee (+3)

        I think Levin is not truly thinking about what would truly be beneficial for Kitty. He's just trying to be as comfortable as he possibly can which is why he's against Kitty going away to give birth. I don't think he's ready to truly be a father- he seems to be so uninterested in the baby preparations that it looks like he believes that the child-rearing will be a job solely done by Kitty and he does not feel the need to contribute to that.
Levin daydreams a lot and then gets angry when reality does not match up to his visions. I think he wants to have a son (I don't think he would be the best father to a daughter considering some of his old-fashioned views) and will be shocked if the baby turns out to be a girl. I'm wondering if this will actually be a point of discontent between Levin and Kitty in the future if he has a daughter and is dissatisfied with it.
I wonder if Veslovsky wants to know Kitty's opinions on Anna's decisions. If she's completely against adultery or is able to understand Anna's situation. This topic does seem very weird as it's almost like he wants to know if Kitty would be open to adultery herself - he's just trying to know this without being too inappropriate. Also, why is he only asking Kitty these questions?
I'm not surprised. He's a very jealous man and he definitely needs to improve as a husband. Kitty did not do anything wrong- she could not be rude to her guest but she tried to make the boundaries clear.
No, I'm afraid his mood will worsen. He'll probably be angry that Kitty is spending a lot of time with the kid and neglecting him.


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+4)

        Levin knows nothing about baby preparations and doesn't want to think about them too hard. He wants to be a father, and he's focusing on that vision. Of course in that vision he has a son. (And now I'm reminded of Billy Bigelow in Carousel singing about "My Boy Bill.")
If he thought too much about the details he might remember that giving birth can be dangerous, and get himself worked up. And of course here's Kitty's mother reminding him of just that... a recent death in childbirth.
Veslovsky is again acting without regard for others. Eating all the food, monopolizing Kitty with conversation that interests only him. He wants to talk about Anna because he likes her and thinks her situation is great gossip and would be of interest to anyone. It would have been thoughtful of Stiva to give him a hint, but that's probably too much to expect.
Levin is still insecure about whether Kitty really loves him. Fortunately she's not one to keep her feelings from him, and she's able to set things right with him. They still need to deal with Veslovsky, though.
The arrival of the baby will give Levin something else to worry about. I don't think it's in his nature to be content.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+3)

        

It would have been thoughtful of Stiva to give him a hint, but that's probably too much to expect.

It seems anything at all is probably too much to expect from Stiva.


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+3)

        And the Princess has “commissioned Stepan Arkadyevitch to look at a flat." After all these years she still thinks she can trust him to do a good job?


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+3)

        Lol


    


    
        DernhelmLaughed (+2)

         Levin seems to be placing an overmuch importance on certainty of outcome, and seems to have a distaste for the organic process of pregnancy and childbirth. Of course, he's probably deflecting his anxieties into something unrelated.
 Great, another unnecessary expectation to lay on Kitty and the unborn child.
 Vassenka is thoughtless of other people, and has assumed that he is welcome to do as he pleases. His hosts haven't said boo to him, though. And so he continues his thoughtless, overly familiar behavior with Kitty, and tactless conversation about Anna.
 Levin is being unfair to blame Kitty for Vassenka's behavior. I mean, does Levin blame himself for allowing Vassenka to eat all the food during the hunt and leaving none for Levin? No? Then why blame Kitty for essentially the same thing - a guest that is taxing his host with boorish behavior?
* Part of me hopes that Levin will let go of all these petty irritations when the baby arrives, and that no matter the gender, the baby will raise Levin's spirits in fatherhood.


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+5)

        Stiva is the one to blame for Veslovsky. He brought him along uninvited. He let him eat all the food. He gave him no hints about what his family is like. Maybe he owes Veslovsky money.


    


    
        DernhelmLaughed (+3)

        Yeah, Stiva is a thoughtless boor too. He's gotten away with bad behavior simply by laughing it away.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+4)

        Interesting Tolstoy info pulled from one of the prior year read links :


Turns out Tolstoy was an avid gymnast for most of his life and I found numerous references to him putting pull-up bars outside the estate and swinging around on them (much to the distaste of his estate steward!). We can also probably presume that if he made specific reference to Levin using the parallel bars then he had a set of those as well. I also found several references to him lifting weights throughout his life.



    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+3)

        All Levin's interests probably align with Tolstoy's. Now I'm wondering if Tolstoy killed a bear, or if that achievement of Levin's was just aspirational.


    


    
        DernhelmLaughed (+4)

        That's an interesting bit of trivia, thanks! I bet Vassenka is based on an actual annoying guest that ate all of Tolstoy's meat pies.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+5)

        Lol Vassenka represents so many annoying guest habits rolled into one.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+5)

        I think Levin is behaving like most dads of his time. He is not interested in all the details of the baby prep.  However, I was surprised he even brushed off the dates and place they would live. This would seem and important detail to decide and not put on Kitty. I think princess is just dragging him into too much. She should be sorting out with him the things they can decide without bothering Kitty.
Levin continues to misread situations and gets jealous. Thankfully Kitty has a level head and they work things out. Levin is not much of a communicator and just runs from problems. I wish he would stick up for Kitty with Veslovsky.
Veslovsky just needs to get the boot. He is being insensitive talking about Anna and someone needs to clue him in on what is acceptable behavior with Kitty.


    


    
        LiteraryReadIt (+3)

        Footnotes:


'Heavy is the cap of Monomach'

From Pushkin's Boris Godunov.


    


    
        DernhelmLaughed (+2)

        That is a helpful reference, thanks!


    


    
        LiteraryReadIt (+2)

        You're welcome!


    


    
        Cautiou (+4)

        Some more info:
Сар of Monomach is the ancient crown of Russian tsars. In Pushkin's play this line is said by Tsar Boris Godunov who got the throne by murdering Prince Dimitry, the rightful heir, and later had to deal with a rebellion headed by a pretender claiming to be Dimitry who escaped the assassination attempt.
In Russian, this saying is used to ironically refer to problems that come with power.


    


    
        DernhelmLaughed (+2)

        More useful context, thanks!


    

Part 6 - Chapter 15

    Discussion from r/yearofannakarenina (2023)

 What did you think about Levin's decision to send Veslovsky away, and will it be the last we see of him?
 What do you think Levin meant when he said to Dolly “I will enjoy it immensely”?
 What do you imagine Kitty thinks about this decision?
 Why do you think everyone (except the princess) was in such jovial spirits that evening?
* Anything else you'd like to discuss?
Final line:


"Then I  see that they’ve parked that fat German beside him and are taking them both off . . . And my ribbons were all in vain! . . ."
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        coltee_cuckoldee (+3)

        I think this might be the last time we see Veslovsky but I think he should have had Stiva talk to him first before sending him away.
Levin was not too fond of Veslovsky's presence in his house. The fact that the latter attempted to flirt with Kitty irritated him further. He was too glad to get rid of Veslovsky.
I'm kind of worried for Kitty. While Veslovsky's actions were clearly inappropriate, I don't understand why Levin was taking his anger out on his wife. It did worry me when she cried and tried to convince him that she was blameless- it looks like she's already walking on eggshells around him. I think she'll be happy that with Veslovsky's exit, Levin's mood will be good for the next few days but at this point, we're just waiting for the next thing that will set him off.
I think they couldn't be themselves with a guest in their house. They had to make sure that they were being good hosts. Now that Veslovsky's gone, it's a family get together and they're enjoying it more.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+3)

        I am proud of Levin standing up for his wife.  But he weaseled his way though it. Always a bad communicator, Levin handled it oddly. He should have stood up to Veslovsky directly about how he was upsetting Kitty and asked him to tone down his behavior and to quietly leave the next day when the carriage was fixed. This would have been the polite yet firm way to handle it.
I don’t think Stiva and Princess were upset he was asked to leave so much as the manner in which he was kicked out abruptly.
Dolly suggested Stiva handle it but I doubt any progress would have been made by him.
I imagine Kitty will be relieved and happy Levin stood up for them and their relationship can resume without the stressor.
I hope she can learn to also stand up for herself and indicate that such attention is distressing to her in the future if a man flirts her this way. It seems like flirting in this society can be normal (Vronsky to Anna) (Dolly mentions something about it just being how things work) and a woman must stand firm on how she responds. Also Levin needs to tone down his over the top jealousy and understand that Kitty isn’t going anywhere - he is stressing her and the relationship.  It all could have been handled with a few polite rebukes from Kitty or Levin much earlier in the process.


“The opinion of the world would be that he is behaving as young men do behave. …and a husband who’s a man of the world should only be flattered by it.”



    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+4)

        Well, that was a surprise. I really don't know what to expect in terms of seeing him in the future. He might turn up at Anna's, or they might encounter him at some social event, or he might never appear again. He won't be a guest again, though.
I would have expected Levin to do something like Dolly suggested, and get Stiva to take Veslovsky away. But Levin had all this hostility built up, and this was his chance to let it out. He didn't want to argue with Stiva about it. That was what he meant by enjoying it, and he really did. He must have been a frightening sight, breaking the stick to bits and all.
I think Kitty is relieved and pleased. I also think she should learn how to handle this sort of thing in the future. Dolly should be able to guide her. In fact, things might have gone better this time if she'd asked Dolly's advice on how to discourage Veslovsky.
Apparently nobody except Stiva really liked Veslovsky, and were relieved that he was gone. He  did make a rather ridiculous sight leaving sitting in the hay beside the German tradesman.
Also: why is he sitting in the hay? The carriage is damaged. Why is it damaged? If this is the same vehicle they took on their shooting expedition, Veslovsky was the one who caused the damage. Why did he have the chance to do that? He forgot his purse and the coachman had to go back for it, and he wanted to drive. So it's his own fault he will arrive at the station in the trap, looking ridiculous with hay all over him.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+2)

        Veslovsky turning up at Anna’s would be a great turn of events. I can only imagine how he and Vronsky would get along.
I do believe you are right that the carriage was broken during the hunting trip. Though I don’t know that we know why or if it was due to his driving. But I agree if it was his fault, justice was served and the image was priceless.


    


    
        DernhelmLaughed (+3)

         Levin (or Stiva, since Vassenka is really his guest) could have explained to Vassenka that he was being disrespectful, and see if he would remain on his best behavior. But Levin can't rely on Stiva to keep Vassenka in check, since neither of them see anything wrong with Vassenka's behavior.
 Levin means that he will take pleasure in giving back to Vassenka some of the distress that Vassenka had given him, instead of meekly allowing this guest to do as he pleases.
 Kitty was in distress, and receiving some blame from Levin for attentions paid to her, which she could not politely avoid. She will probably be relieved to no longer have to put up with Vassenka, but will be worried about the rocking of the boat.
 Levin and Kitty's unhappiness may have cast a pall over the company, and now that their distress is over, everyone feels the difference.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+5)

        

Levin and Kitty's unhappiness may have cast a pall over the company, and now that their distress is over, everyone feels the difference.

Good point. I bet this is it. I think the others didn’t mind Veslovsky but are relieved to have the family vibe back again.


    

Part 6 - Chapter 16

    Discussion from r/yearofannakarenina (2023)

 What do you think are the main sources of Dolly’s unhappiness?
 What do you make of Dolly’s assessment of life? Why does she view the death of a child so differently to the young woman she met on her journey?
 What do you make of Dolly’s jealousy of Anna’s affair?
 Dolly's carriage journey gives her a chance to reflect on her situation from a distance. Tolstoy used this same mechanism early in the novel when Anna was on the train. What is it about traveling that allows the mind to ponder one's life?
 How do you think Dolly's visit to Anna will go? How will Anna behave around Dolly?
 Anything else you'd like to discuss?
Final line:


It was in the midst of such daydreams that she reached the turn from the main road that led to Vozdvizhenskoye.



8 Comments


    
        yearofbot (+1)

        Past years discussions:
- 2020-01-11
- 2021-06-22
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        coltee_cuckoldee (+5)

        I think her financial insecurity and cheating husband are the main sources of her unhappiness. She agreed to stay with him only because she was financially dependent on him- now that he seems to have lost all the money he gained by selling her lands, she's disgusted with his incompetence. I think she regrets having so many children too- especially considering the toll it has taken on her body and self-confidence.
I felt really bad for her and I can understand why Anna took the actions she did. They were both trapped in unhappy marriages and Anna went against the grain to make herself happy. I think Dolly always wanted to be a mother so she doesn't really view her kids as a burden (unlike the other woman).
I can understand why Dolly feels jealous but she's not aware of the entire picture. I don't think Anna's current situation is better than Dolly's- she's with the man she loves but she knows that he does not truly love her back. I think Dolly will realize this on meeting Anna and though she won't ever truly be happy in her marriage, I think she might be satisfied with the way her life went.
I think it's the long journey which allowed the two to introspect. Their kids are at home so they did not need to worry about their mother duties and could be easily lost in their own thoughts.
I think it will go well and Dolly will be in a happier mood when she returns home because she realizes that Anna truly does not have a picture perfect life. I think Anna will behave nicely with Dolly- she'll probably be happy to see a familiar place especially since Vronsky does not take her out much.


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+4)

        There is only one root cause of Dolly's unhappiness, and that is her husband. He is a superficial uncaring cad who does not love or care about her. He continues to live as he always has, unconcerned that his wife and children are running out of money. How does he do that?
Dolly is worried about her children and their future. The girls will be all right, she thinks, presumably because she thinks they can marry well? (How, with little dowry?) But she worries more about the boys. I'm not quite sure why, unless she thinks they'll be so poorly educated that they can't marry money and qualify for a government appointment like Stiva did. Maybe her worries are overblown, which is understandable in her precarious situation.
It wasn't uncommon for babies and children to die, or for women to die in childbirth. That must have affected everyone's attitude, but I was startled by the young woman's open relief at her child's death.
Traveling offered Dolly a rare opportunity to think and reflect; in fact that's all she had to do. She didn't have a smartphone, and hadn't brought a book; she has nothing but time to think about her life. She thinks about her worries, and then daydreams about what could be, without Stiva. Really, who wouldn't? Anna's journey was different. Her thoughts were confused and at one point she seemed fairly irrational.
I think Dolly will have a nice visit, and I expect Anna to appear content with her situation.
Dolly says she must find a new flat for the winter. I thought they had a house. Did they lose it?


    


    
        helenofyork (+4)

        

...bring up unfortunate, poorly educated and destitute children.

This is the thought that touched me the most. Dolly knows that her children will be poor. It makes me wonder about the Latin lessons a few chapters back. I wish Tolstoy made the situation clearer. Now I think the son had a bad teacher, a mother unable to help and is behind in important lessons.
Stiva really is a detestable human. It would be one thing if he lived the way he does with plenty of money to raise the family but he denies them in pursuit of his own pleasure. He is, in short, a pig.
Dolly's children may be even worse off than peasant children because they are raised with expectations of occupying some social status that their father is spending. They won't even have skills in the fields.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+5)

        Dolly has been troubled by Stiva and his affairs, their lack of money due to his spending, and Dollys own lack of self worth outside of her children. She is first and foremost a mother. Stiva has indicated he had an affair because he doesn’t find her attractive anymore after childbirth which realizes her worst fear about herself.
It seems like we have seen Anna have a full life while her nanny watches the children. I don’t know if this is a product of their income or just Dollys preference to be more involved with her children.
I love that Dolly is allowed time to be alone and ponder her life. She daydreams of having a younger man and telling Stiva about the affair. It seems like a harmless fantasy. I hope Dolly can find help with her kids so she can have a life of her own too.
I am interested to see how she views Anna’s situation, especially her inability to be with her son.


    


    
        DernhelmLaughed (+7)

         Her husband has let her down, and Dolly wistfully wonders if she could have made different choices that would have led to a better outcome for her. But she can't go back to change her past, so she indulges in regrets and daydreams. But at the end, we see that she also has hope that she can change her future.
 She feels like the potential of her life has been lost, and that pregnancy and child rearing have taken a toll on her body. Her memory of her child's death shows that it has taken yet another toll on her. Dolly hasn't bounced back from that the same way the young woman did.
 It seems to be more an echo of her own missed opportunities for what might have been fulfilling love affairs.
 Thanks. That's an interesting parallel that hadn't occurred to me. Perhaps travel allows you to detach from the distractions and responsibilities that anchor you to your place in the world, and now you can see all the possibilities open to you.
* I don't think Dolly is judgmental of Anna's decisions, so she will be supportive. If anything, she envies the things that Anna has wrested for herself by rejecting her role as a wife and mother. In the context of Dolly's musings in this chapter, Dolly probably wishes to start afresh with a new lover, as Anna has. However, meeting Anna may end up dashing Dolly's daydreams. Anna and Vronsky's love affair has run into so many obstacles that Anna is desperate and isolated, and Vronsky is distancing himself. The question is, do they love each other enough to weather the daily struggles, now that the glow of infatuation is gone?


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+3)

        

If anything, she envies the things that Anna has wrested for herself by rejecting her role as a wife and mother. In the context of Dolly's musings in this chapter, Dolly probably wishes to start afresh with a new lover, as Anna has.

Great points!  BTW I was having a Bathsheba flashback (Madding Crowd) with Dolly afraid to use the looking glass in her carriage for fear of someone seeing her use it.


    


    
        DernhelmLaughed (+5)

        Hah! Nice catch. Maybe it says something about female protagonists and the male gaze.


    

Part 6 - Chapter 17

    Discussion from r/yearofannakarenina (2023)

 Were you surprised that Veslovsky popped up at Vronsky and Anna's place?
 What is your opinion about the encounter? What do you think about the company Anna surrounds herself with? Which role do the farmers play in the encounter?
 Dolly admires Anna a lot. Is she idealizing her? How do you think is Anna doing?
 Why does Anna seem comfortable around princess Vavara, whereas Dolly really doesn't like her?
 Why do you think Vronsky emphasised how happy they are to see Dolly?
 What do you make of the change Dolly notices in Anna, which she attributes to “that transient beauty which women only have in moments of love”?
* Anything else you'd like to discuss?
Final line:


"Get your hooks, and come along!"
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        coltee_cuckoldee (+3)

        Yes, I wasn't expecting to meet either Veslovsky or Sviyazhsky this chapter.
Anna truly did seem to be pleasantly surprised by the meeting. She's spending time with her aunt and Vronsky's friends. I'm surprised that Vronsky is friends with Sviyazhsky as the latter seemed to be more philosophical in nature and I cannot imagine what the two have in common. It's nice to see Anna riding about outside.
I do think Dolly is idealizing Anna. I'm sure there is a lot of trouble going on behind their happy faces. Anna won't be too happy with her current living situation as she's abandoned everything to be with Vronsky but he can't seem to grasp this.
The Princess only seems to hang out with her rich relatives and since Anna has the money, she's never seen the former's other side. I'm sure the Princess would ditch her if she was financially ruined and Dolly seems to be embarrassed as she's broke and pretty much ignored.
I think Vronsky knows how lonely Anna truly is. He cannot seem to convince women to meet her (his sister-in-law refused to do so) and he cannot blame them for staying away from this mess. He seems to be glad that Dolly came to meet Anna out of her own will.
I think Anna currently has a different kind of happiness. She's no longer in her loveless marriage and I'm sure the freedom is the reason behind her glow. However, she has lost her son as well as her reputation.
Favorite line: "But now Dolly was struck by that temporary beauty, which is only found in women during the moments of love, and which she saw now in Anna's face."


    


    
        helenofyork (+5)

        I am not at all surprised Veslovsky turned up at Vronsky's! He seems to me to be the type to go anywhere there is free fun!
Anna's surroundings are very wealthy. I am wondering if the old aunt (Princess Varvara) is the one who got Anna into the situation where Karenin had to marry her.


    


    
        brioche_01 (+5)

        I was surprised to see Veslovsky there at first, but I remember him mentioning to Kitty his appreciation of Anna’s beauty, and with his inclination to court married women, that may be the reason he is there.
Anna keeps the company she can. Most of Russia’s high society does not want to be associated with her so she is left with those who still want to be in her company.
I think Dolly is idealizing Anna. Possibly because she is herself the victim of a cheating spouse while Anna is the perpetrator and there is some power in that. But maybe she idealizes her not for the cheating but for daring to step out of an unhappy marriage, even if she has not done it in a very elegant way.
Princess Vavara has a fun name but not too many fans. I would like Tolstoy to give us a little backstory here. Has she done questionable things? Maybe Anna and her have something in common here.
I get the feeling that Vronsky is a little disappointed in his life, maybe because his social circle has shrunk as a result of his choice to live with Anna, and he’s happy to have more guests. He might also be happy to see Dolly because he feels some guilt about the way he treated Kitty, although it was never hinted that he feels any kind of guilt regarding these events.
Anna is said to look even better, because she is in love. Maybe she radiates happiness, maybe this is Dolly idealizing Anna again.


    


    
        DernhelmLaughed (+6)

         I didn't think he'd reappear in the story. I bet he's complained to Anna and Vronsky about being turned out of Levin's home.
 The encounter was a microcosm of the social hierarchy. Rich and poor have different modes of transportation, and women are expected to ride side-saddle, and men not. So transportation is a status symbol.
 Maybe Anna really is aglow with love, but Dolly hasn't seen how unhappy Anna is, as we saw in earlier chapters.
 Perhaps Anna does not disapprove of her "sponging" the way Dolly does, and Princess Varvara responds to their attitude towards her. (Also, I got super confused with another character named Varvara.)
 Maybe he's hoping Dolly will cheer Anna up, or at least distract her.
 I had never heard of a char-à-banc before. It's a carriage with rows of benches for passengers, initially horse-drawn and later motorized. Some of them carry a great many passengers, like a bus. Usually open-topped, with a foldable cover that can be manually deployed to screen passengers from the elements.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+2)

        No surprise Veslovsky hangs out with Vronsky. I think the Princess Vavara and Sviazhsky are adequate company. Though it sounds like the Princess is a leach on family members and may be doing just that to Vronsky now.
The farmers were a delight and I enjoyed their interactions and speculations about these wealthy folks.
Dolly is idealizing Anna because Dolly wants to believe that if she just had a better husband her life would be all roses and lollipops. (Maybe she is right?) I suspect Vavara makes her uncomfortable because she doesn’t want to picture herself as an older, single destitute lady. Also she is going off Stiva’s opinions of her.
I loved that Levin’s neighbor, Sviazhsky, refers to Levin as ‘his queer friend with the new wife’. Such an appropriate description.
It was also interesting to see that Levin has a shabby set of horses and carriage compared to Sviazhsky and that Dolly couldn’t even afford to pay for a ride in something of lessor qualify than what Levin has. She feels out of her league here.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+3)

        Just saw this comment where Levin is referred to as a crank vs queer. Interesting difference.
https://reddit.com/r/thehemingwaylist/s/b52htiuLSJ


    


    
        helenofyork (+2)

        Thank you for this!


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+3)

        I wasn't at all surprised that Veslovsky was there. He had been talking to Kitty about Anna, he clearly liked her, and he would have wanted something to do when Levin turned him out. I wonder if he ever got on the train. He could have just rented transportation and gone straight to visit Anna and Vronsky.
I don't know what to think of the farmers. They seemed fairly disrespectful. This might have been to emphasize that the carriage and horses Levin had provided were less elegant than most; recall most of his horses were needed for others and he had to work to put this team together.
Anna is comfortable around Princess Varvara because she's her aunt, and presumably she's known her all her life. Dolly knows her only as Stiva's aunt, and thinks (probably correctly) that she gets along by sponging on others. I suppose this is what happens when a woman of good birth but little money fails to marry? And maybe she didn't marry because she wasn't very likable?
Vronsky is elated to see Dolly because she's probably the first woman from respectable society to visit Anna. He's so happy that not everyone has abandoned her.
I think Dolly perceives a "transient beauty" that may or may not be there. She's been daydreaming about love and romance and wants to see it in Anna. We'll probably learn more in the next few chapters about how Anna is really doing.
I wonder why Dolly just showed up without letting them know her plans. She could have sent a message ahead and waited for confirmation that they'd be ready for her arrival.  What if they hadn't been home?


    

Part 6 - Chapter 18

    Discussion from r/yearofannakarenina (2023)

 How did you find Anna? Has she changed? Do you think she is happy in this luxurious life with Vronsky, but without her son?



"I don’t think anything," she (Dolly) said, "but I always loved you, and if one loves anyone, one loves the whole person, just as they are and not as one would like them to be..."

What do you think about that? Why does Anna keep asking Dolly what she thinks of her and her situation?
 What is your opinion about Vronsky's new passion? What do you think about him building the hospital? What could have been the other reasons to build the hospital, except for Anna claiming him to be miserly?
 Why does Dolly become a bit embarrassed and confused when she starts talking about her children and the summer they spent at Levin's?
 What do you make of the contrast between the positions of Anna and Dolly in life?
 Anything else you'd like to discuss?
Final line:


Now I’ll go and dress and send a maid to you.
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        coltee_cuckoldee (+3)

        I'm surprised that Anna seems to be so happy. I get the feeling that she's faking her happiness in order to prove to herself (and Dolly) that she hasn't made a mistake by leaving her husband for Vronsky. I'm also shocked at the luxury that they're able to afford- I thought that Vronsky's mother was blocking his inheritance and he was already known for spending more than his income.
I think Anna wants to know how Dolly (and others in society) truly feel about her and her situation. She wants to know if they're embarrassed by it and if she has any friends left.
I'm surprised by how much money Vronsky has now. I think he's building a hospital to generate passive income- he's lost his job in the army and this is probably the best way he could use his savings.
She's not living a luxurious lifestyle and that probably caused her to be embarrassed. Her life only revolves around her kids and she's a bit ashamed that everyone around her (including Anna) knows about this.
They're both unhappy but in different ways. It looks like Dolly has accepted her situation and is honest when it comes to that but Anna seems to be hiding behind lies. She's trying to delude herself and others into believing that she's not completely wrecked her life yet.
Favorite line: "and if one loves anyone, one loves the whole person, just as they are and not as one would like them to be"
Random thought: I'm surprised that Anna referred to Stiva as an old friend of Vronsky's. He's her brother! I wonder if Stiva does not approve of Anna's decisions and that has caused them to drift apart.


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+10)

        She says she's happy, and she probably is as long as she stays in the moment. Meaning happy in her luxurious life and doting lover. As soon as she thinks about what she's lost (contact with her son, most of her friendships, acceptance in society) she starts to doubt. If she was completely happy she wouldn't be asking Dolly what she thinks of her situation.
And she keeps asking. Dolly evades the question by telling Anna that she loves her, regardless of everything, but what Anna wants to know is what Dolly thinks of her actions and current position. I don't think Dolly wants to give a full answer, and given her recent romantic daydreams she may not be prepared to be totally honest.
Vronsky certainly has resolved his financial problems. Tolstoy apparently doesn't think we need to know how. His new passion is being the wealthy count carefully managing his estate, plus making a showy gesture with the hospital. Hopefully he'll have more success than he did with painting.
Note, however, that nobody asked for a hospital. “The peasants asked him for some meadowland, I think it was, at a cheaper rate, and he refused.... Of course it was not really because of that, but everything together, he began this hospital to prove, do you see, that he was not miserly about money.”
So he's not miserly about money in that he doesn't want to spend it. He just doesn't want to help the peasants out with what they really want. Charming.
I'm not sure why Dolly seems confused and embarrassed about the stay at Levin's. Possibly she doesn't want Anna to know her true financial situation, given that it's Anna's brother's fault. (I wonder if Anna would get Vronsky to help them out, if she knew.)
The contrast between the two women is stark. Anna leads a luxurious life with the man she loves, but with no place in polite society and away from her son. Dolly has her children and her place in society, with a man who doesn't love or respect her and who has spent her money and (at least in her view) ruined her children's future. Each has made the choice whether to stay with her husband, and that choice was very limited because of divorce laws and generally the position of women in society.


    


    
        Cautiou (+3)

        

Vronsky certainly has resolved his financial problems. Tolstoy apparently doesn't think we need to know how. 

It's implied in chapter 5.13:


They resolved to go to Russia, to the country. In Petersburg Vronsky intended to arrange a partition of the land with his brother, while Anna meant to see her son. 

When he led a bachelor's life in Petersburg he collected only 25k from the estate that gave 200k a year, leaving the rest to his brother (see ch. 3.19).


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+2)

        Thanks. I remembered he was going to change things with his brother but didn't remember how much it was.


    


    
        DernhelmLaughed (+6)

         It is noted again that Anna seems happy and more beautiful. Perhaps it is meant to show how Anna is keeping up appearances to the outside world, despite her clearly having a lot of private unhappiness.
 Both Dolly and Anna both chafe at how much public perception affects their actions. Anna is  not accepted in certain circles for leaving Karenin for her affair partner, and Dolly stayed with Stiva because a wife in her position was not supposed to object to a cheating husband. And both Anna and Dolly must see something in each other's plight that they envy and empathize with.
 Perhaps Anna's interpretation of Vronsky's motives is accurate, and Vronsky is indeed doing this to make a point. This is a very public act pf philanthropy.
 Dolly is embarrassed to express a need to get back to her children, when Anna is separated from hers. She is probably also cautious of mentioning social situations where Anna might not be welcome any more.
* Dolly is an upper-class lady, so I was surprised at her awe at the luxury at Anna's place. Aside from that, they both envy each other for what they have traded off in their lives. Perhaps they represent the lose-lose choice facing all women. Stay with an unsatisfactory marriage, or leave and lose you social standing and perhaps your children. Also, a huge thing that has contributed to their unhappiness is that they have been reduced to their very limited roles as wives and mothers. They are expected to never vacate their roles, and to endure any unhappiness despite wishing for a better life with every atom of their vanishing selves.


    


    
        helenofyork (+2)

        I also was surprised at Dolly's awe at the luxurious room. I thought it meant that she comes from genteel poverty. The name and not much money. Maybe this is why she has allowed her husband to make her even poorer. She doesn't know about money.


    


    
        DernhelmLaughed (+4)

        I remember reading in one of the early chapters that Stiva sold land that had belonged to Dolly. So that made me think Dolly came from a wealthy background.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+3)

        

Perhaps they represent the lose-lose choice facing all women. Stay with an unsatisfactory marriage, or leave and lose you social standing and perhaps your children. ••• they have been reduced to their very limited roles as wives and mothers. They are expected to never vacate their roles, and to endure any unhappiness

Yikes. I think you nailed it here. Makes me appreciate some of the advancement in society. Though I would argue this situation in another form was still pervasive until 50 years or fewer ago. (Minus the women being able to keep the kids).


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+4)

        Anna does seem happier and more serene. Being away from society, Vronskys family and her troubles there seems to have kept her calmer.
I wonder if Dolly is embarrassed because she is still living in her fantasy world while with Anna and doesn’t want to remember her other life.


    


    
        DernhelmLaughed (+3)

        Yes. Fantasy is probably a factor. I think both women have idealized some aspects of each other's life.


    

Part 6 - Chapter 19

    Discussion from r/yearofannakarenina (2023)

Congratulations on making it to the 700th page!
 What is your impression of the estate?
 Why do you think Anna does not seem to spend much time with her daughter Annie?
 What do you think of Dolly feeling inadequate next to Anna and everything she has?
 What do you make of Anna’s statement that they “need things to be lively and jolly here, so that Alexey won’t wish for something new”?
* Anything else you'd like to discuss?
Final line:


Then there is the architect . . . Une petite cour."
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        coltee_cuckoldee (+2)

        I cannot believe that Anna is living such a luxurious life. I don't think her house with Karenin was as luxurious. It looks like at the moment, she has everything in life (riches, Vronsky, beauty, etc) but she's going to mess everything up again.
I think Annie reminds Anna of Serezha which is why she does not spend too much time with her. It's sad that both of her kids are technically growing up without a mom, especially since Anna could step up and parent her daughter well.
I feel bad for Dolly and can definitely relate with her. We've all met people who seem to have everything in life and seeing them thrive just reminds us of our own inadequacy. I hope the truth about Anna's current situation comes out and Dolly realizes that the grass is not greener on the other side.
I was surprised by this statement. It looks to me like Anna is worried that Vronsky might cheat on her or leave her if the current situation bores him out. She's working super hard to ensure that he's with friends and in a good mood- she seems to be more focused on him than her daughter. It clearly indicates that things are not as happy as they seem and Vronsky will likely leave Anna soon.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+2)

        The estate sounds lovely. I wonder if Vronskys mother is more supportive of him know? He seems to be welcome to the home and have plenty of cash.
I wonder if Anna doesn’t want to be reminded of her prior life and her situation. And Annie reminds her of all of that.
I think Anna is trying to make the estate lively full of visitors so Vronksy will not wish for his old life and not miss his place in society. There is only so long she can pretend and make him happy.


    


    
        DernhelmLaughed (+4)

         How swanky is too swanky?
 Annie had been absent from the story for quite a while. I honestly thought that she had been left behind with Karenin after he experienced the ecstasy of forgiveness upon Annie's birth. As u/helenofyork commented, Anna's not bonded with her baby because she caused Anna's life to irrevocably take a different path.
 Poor Dolly, with her patched coat, feeling poor in comparison. Maybe she'll figure out this place is a gilded cage and feel better about her own social position.
 Practical, but a sobering statement about the tenuousness of their relationship. Are their "circle of friends" genuinely good people, or are Vronsky and Anna limited to whomever is willing to associate with adulterers like them. e.g. the boorish Vassenka. Potentially predatory too. As Stiva observed on a hunting trip, there are clear indicators where the prey are hiding when you see a hawk circling over the snipe.


    


    
        Altruistic-Pitch861 (+1)

        That last bullet point regarding the predators circling prey is a great observation. I hadn't even put those two thoughts together. But yeah I would agree, these group of friends don't seem like genuine friends. They just seem like a bunch of people that are around because Anna & Vronsky are compensating for the fact that they're not welcome in Petersburg society.
Furthermore, it's an interesting contrast with the previous chapters. Where Dolly was in Levin & Kitty's home surrounded by family. In my head at, at least, I imagined that it was a truly joyful experience for everyone involved (at least, until Levin got fed up with Veslovsky...). Speaking from experience, there's really nothing quite like a good old fashioned family reunion. Even if it does get a little awkward at the end, they're still "your people"


    


    
        helenofyork (+3)

        

As Stiva observed on a hunting trip, there are clear indicators where the prey are hiding when you see a hawk circling over the snipe.

An observation that gave me shivers!


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+2)

        Gilded cage is a perfect description


    


    
        helenofyork (+3)

        

Moreover, she could tell at once, from a few words, that Anna, the wet nurse, the nanny and the baby did not get on together...

The birth of Vronsky and Anna's baby girl:
 forced the affair out into the open
 almost killed Anna
 separated Anna from her son, her first-born
 brought the question of divorce even more to the foreground
This is all crazy since it's an innocent baby. Anna and Vronsky are adults and have to live with the consequences of their decisions. Yet, Anna is being passive-aggressive with her infant. She won't allow herself to bond.
I also think Dolly's observation about staff is spot-on. They may have money but they have a reputation as adulterers and better staff just will not accept positions with them. It gives me shudders to think of a bad nanny - even if this is just fiction.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+3)

        Oh man, I forgot about the bad nanny. Serious Shudders


    


    
        DernhelmLaughed (+3)

        Good points about the baby being resented for her role in imploding Anna's life.


    

Part 6 - Chapter 20

    Discussion from r/yearofannakarenina (2023)

 What do you think about Princess Varvara?
 What is your impression of the hospital?
 Anna seems quite invested in Vronsky's hospital project. Why do you think this is?
 What do you think Dolly feels about Anna and Vronsky's lifestyle?
 What do you make of Dolly’s initial dislike of Vronsky, and her change of mind by the end of the chapter?
 Anything else you'd like to discuss?
Final line:


She liked him so much now in his state of animation that she understood how Anna could have fallen in love with him.

See you all next week!
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        coltee_cuckoldee (+5)

        I'm not too sure about her. I do think that she does not have the best of intentions when it comes to helping her niece. She's probably interested in her wealthy relative as she can mooch off of her (especially considering that so many people have turned their backs to Anna, she's probably desperate for company).
It looks very grand and modern. I'm shocked at the (what I assume to be) new technology that Vronsky seems to be introducing. How is he able to afford these riches in such a short time?
It's probably the only project she can contribute to. She's been shunned by so many people- I don't think she can go out and offer to contribute to their projects. She's probably also bored as she no longer cares for Serezha (and the young daughter seems to be raised by her nurses) so she needs to do something to pass time.
I think she might be a bit envious. It must be hard to do everything right according to society and be stuck with a broke cheating man who has squandered everything away while an adulterous woman is enjoying a lot of wealth and seemingly has her man on her side. I won't be surprised if Dolly feels a bit bitter after this meeting and re-evaluates her on life situations.
It just proves to show how likeable Vronsky truly is. You just need to spend some time with him in order to be completely charmed by him. But it is pretty clear that things are not completely great with Anna, I'm sure there is something that's being hidden.


    


    
        helenofyork (+3)

        Dolly's daughters will probably end up like Princess Varvara and Dolly's scorn may be a subconscious horror of what is coming.


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+3)

        When Dolly was thinking about the children’s future, she thought the girls would be all right, but she worried about the boys. I wasn’t sure why.
Hopefully her girls will be prettier and have better personalities than Varvara and be able to marry into money… as Varvara’s sister apparently did. (Anna and Stiva did too, though Stiva squandered Dolly’s dowry.)


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+4)

        I found Varvara to be sympathetic. If she was telling the truth then she was helping Anna by being her companion in public and during this difficult time.
I think the hospital is quite the undertaking. I guess Vronksy had a real change of heart after his suicide attempt. Good for him.
I think Dolly wanted to dislike Vronsky because she saw him as someone who was a playboy (a little like her Stiva). But she sees he has changed and she enjoys the attention he is giving her. She pictures what it would be like to be Anna in a loving relationship.


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+4)

        Princess Varvara is putting the best face on the situation that she can. Look how happy they are, look at these other couples that have faced similar situations and thrived! She's also careful to make herself look good, supporting the couple when others won't. But (heavy sigh, I'm sure) when all is put right "I shall go back to my solitude." She probably hopes they'll be so grateful for her support that they'll invite her to stay on, and maybe they will. I was amused that she assumed Stiva had sent Dolly.
I don't know what to think of the hospital. No obstetrics, no infectious diseases... does Vronsky have a vision for what conditions the hospital will treat?
In any case, both Vronsky and Anna are excited about the hospital... Anna because Vronsky is, and Vronsky because... probably because it's a shiny feel-good project. Sviazhsky would prefer he'd chosen schools as his special interest; I recall from his conversations with Levin that he thinks that's very important, but it probably feels too mundane for Vronsky. Vronsky assures him he'll do that later.
Dolly is absolutely awed by their lifestyle. I would be, too.
Of course Dolly disliked Vronsky initially. Until now she had only seen him when he was a thoughtless cad leading Kitty on. But Tolstoy gave him a personality transplant when he fell in love with Anna. He really has become more likable.
So Betsy has dumped Tushkevitch, and where does he go but to Vronsky and Anna? That seems strange; I didn't know he knew them that well.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+3)

        

Vronsky because... probably because it's a shiny feel-good project. 

This is spot on!


But Tolstoy gave him a personality transplant when he fell in love with Anna.

Here I was wondering why I like Vronsky when before I really disliked him. Now I understand.


    


    
        DernhelmLaughed (+7)

         So fond of pronouncements, so sure of what will happen. She is placing a lot of weight on the Vronsky family connections, wealth and power to smooth things out, and Princess Varvara has assumed that Stiva sent Dolly to cozy up to Anna and Vronsky for favors, as she herself has. Dolly notices, "What she disliked particularly was seeing Princess Varvara ready to overlook everything for the sake of the comforts she enjoyed."
 Sounds like the hospital was designed to suit someone with expensive tastes. I suppose it's too early to see the actual healthcare side (doctors, equipment, treatment facilities) but the sick patients are going to be in luxurious surroundings, at least.
 Because Vronsky is interested, she shows interest too. But if I were less cynical, I'd say she is swept up in Vronsky's eagerness, which Dolly found inspiring too.
 "As is indeed not unfrequent with women of unimpeachable virtue, weary of the monotony of respectable existence, at a distance she not only excused illicit love, she positively envied it." Dolly's experiencing feelings of inferiority amongst such wealthy and fashionable people, envy for Anna and Vronsky's love affair, and underlying it all, her affection for Anna.
* Perhaps this is a reversal of the last chapter, where we saw Vronsky and Anna surrounded by obsequious "friends". Maybe these "friends" have gotten to know Vronsky and Anna, and what they value is their personal qualities rather than their wealth and power. Dolly finds herself charmed by Vronsky's sincere eagerness, rather than the massive amount of money that must have been involved to renovate his already fancy home, and to donate a big fancy hospital.


    

Part 6 - Chapter 21

    Discussion from r/yearofannakarenina (2023)

 Did Vronsky's desire to have children with Anna to whom he could give his name change your opinion of him?



I have found occupation, and am proud of what I am doing and consider it nobler than the pursuits of my former companions at court and in the army.

Is Vronsky, with his balding head, finally growing up?
 What does Anna's habit of half closing her eyes signify?
 Why hasn't Anna asked her husband for a divorce?
* Anything else you'd like to discuss?
Final line:


They got up and walked to the house.
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        coltee_cuckoldee (+4)

        He does seem to be serious about this relationship. I was always worried that he was too flaky and would dump her if things became too hard but I have to give him credit here, he's still with her and seems to be taking the financial responsibility for his family. However, since Anna had a difficult birth (and dreams about dying during it), I don't think she's too concerned with having more kids with him at the moment.
I think he is growing up. The move probably helped him as I assume he's no longer very close to his previous friends and does not meet them often.
I could be reaching here but I think it symbolizes the fact that she's running away from the current topic of conversation. She knows she's gotten herself into a mess and always shuts her eyes when she needs to be practical and think about reality.
I don't think she expects her relationship with Vronsky to last forever. He's now financially secure so she cannot even be worried about her future and she's already been disgraced. I think she expects this relationship to burn out and is therefore not forming much of a relationship with her daughter (she might be worried that she'll end up losing her just the way she lost Serezha). She wants to stay married to Karenin as that would be her backup in case Vronsky left her.
Random thought: It's funny how the tables have turned. Previously, Karenin was trying to kick Vronsky out of Anna's life in order to not be humiliated by society/lose his position and now Vronsky is trying to do the same to keep his bloodline.


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+5)

        Vronsky’s desire to have children who carry his name seems normal for anyone, but especially for a man with a hereditary title and property. (My father was sad when I married and took my husband’s name because I was an only child and that meant the end of the family name.) And in Vronsky’s case it isn’t just not having his name, it’s that they will legally be the children of a man they don’t even know.)
Tolstoy frequently comments on Vronsky’s growing bald spot. Maybe it’s intended as a sign of increasing maturity. (Will he be completely bald at the end of the book?) He seems to be a person who goes all in on whatever his current passion is. Now his passion is being a responsible and charitable person; less self absorbed than some of his previous passions.
Anna half closes her eyes when difficult topics come up. It’s likely symbolic of not wanting to think about or “see” unpleasant things.
Why won’t she ask for a divorce? She feels guilty about having hurt and betrayed her husband, and she knows he would have to falsely admit guilt. She doesn’t think of how this affects Vronsky, because that would be an impossible dilemma for her. She just wants to ignore the issue and hope it will magically be resolved.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+4)

        Happy cake day u/LiteraryReadIt!
I understand Vronskys desire to legitimize the relationship and have children. He does seem to have grown up. And this is exactly what Karenin feared for Anna - that Vronsky wouldn’t want her if he wasn’t able to marry her and this is why he offered her the divorce.
Anna seems to be living in lala land and thinks everything will just work out. She probably also is embarrassed to ask because she knows Karenin will have to take the blame so she can be free and he doesn’t deserve the bad name.
I think Anna will ultimately ask him. I am not sure he will give it to her so willingly now unless she admits to the infidelity and allows him to keep their son. I say this because of his lady friend (I forgot her name) will be influencing him now. Plus he is at a low point in his career so he likely won’t want to tarnish his name further and will want to punish Anna instead.


    


    
        LiteraryReadIt (+2)

        Thank you, I didn't even realize it was my cake day.


    


    
        DernhelmLaughed (+4)

         His desire to formalize his relationship with Anna and their illegitimate children makes sense, but the way he phrases it makes it sound a touch like asserting ownership over inanimate objects. Very understandable if he is thinking in terms of familial rights and inheritances etc.
 He's found meaning from his current life, but I'm not sure that equates to "growing up".
* This line seems to explain it: Anna drooped her eyelids just when the deeper questions of life were touched upon. “Just as though she half-shut her eyes to her own life, so as not to see everything,” Not sure if Dolly is aware of everything that worries Anna.
* Vronsky seems to think that even the thought of Karenin causes Anna anguish, and that the necessary letter writing would force Anna to confront her relationship with Karenin. In the past, Anna's not been very assertive with her older and more powerful husband and had borne her unhappiness quietly. \[Edit: After reading the next chapter, >!and seeing how much Vronsky is directing the household matters, I think that Anna's non-confrontational nature stems more from always going along with her partner, and age is less a factor.!<\]


    


    
        helenofyork (+4)

        Anna has not asked Karenin for a divorce for fear of losing all access to her son. She may not have access to the child now but at least she has hope.
Vronsky taking Dolly aside to speak to her means that he intends to stay with Anna. It is sad that Anna is insecure in her relationship with him.


    

Part 6 - Chapter 22

    Discussion from r/yearofannakarenina (2023)

 What do you think about the division of labour in the Vronsky household?
 What do you make of the flirting between Veslovsky and Anna, and Vronsky’s indifference to it?
 Why do you think his membership in public bodies is a sore subject for Vronsky?
 It seems that Dolly has tired of the superficiality of the Vronsky/Anna crowd and wants to return home. Where does that leave Anna and their friendship?
* Anything else you'd like to discuss?
Final line:


She longed to be alone with her own thoughts.
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        coltee_cuckoldee (+5)

        I'm surprised that Vronsky is in charge of nearly everything in the household. He never really struck me as someone responsible so I wonder if Anna has been refusing to participate/contribute?
I don't think Vronsky is too worried about the flirting. It would be nearly impossible for Anna to dump him for another man- the scandal would be too much. I don't think Veslovsky is even interested in getting together with a married woman since he's flirted with Kitty before and now Anna (he's just here to flirt and anything else would be too much responsibility).
It seemed to me like Anna was more dissatisfied about Vronsky's memberships in public bodies as opposed to Vronsky himself. I think she doesn't like him being too consumed by work- he probably travels to work as well and maybe she's worried that he's with another woman instead of working? She would have almost no way to verify this since she doesn't have many friends.
I think they will be friends but their friendship will cool down greatly. I'm sure that Dolly was a bit envious of Anna's lifestyle but she now realizes that she would not like to live like this permanently.
Favorite lines:
We've no sense of the duties our privileges impose upon us, and so we refuse to recognize these duties.
All that day it seemed to her as though she were acting in a theater with actors cleverer than she, and that her bad acting was spoiling the whole performance.


    


    
        DernhelmLaughed (+2)

         Vronsky is calling all the shots, and Anna realizes that it pleases him when she inhabits a supporting role only. I had previously been under the impression that Anna's passivity in her marriage to Karenin had more to do with him being older and politically powerful, but Anna yet again doesn't assert herself in this new household with Vronsky, who is closer to her in age, and perhaps younger. So the power dynamic is still in her partner's favor.
 This is in sharp contrast to Levin's reaction when Veslovsky paid his attentions to Kitty. Perhaps Vronsky and Anna consider flirting merely part of social interactions, and not a show of infidelity.
 Perhaps it is due to social rejection of Anna and Vronsky for their affair. Vronsky, formerly much lauded in public, even competing at the horse races, now might not have the same standing in public.
 It does feel Dolly really is alienated by the falseness of the interactions, and is tired of maintaining a facade in Anna's circle. Just as Anna was tired of her old life. But it's not like they are total exiles. I'm sure they will manage to keep in touch.


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+2)

        Division of labor? The servants  do all the work. Vronsky clearly was the one who gave direction for this dinner party, which seems quite important to him. Anna is responsible for keeping the conversation going, and she seems to be good at it.
Vronsky knows Veslovsky’s type, which reminds me more and more of an over-enthusiastic golden retriever.  He believes that Anna does too, and is well able to handle an annoying young man. In contrast, Kitty, being much younger, was upset by him, and Levin took him more seriously than he was worth.
I didn’t get the impression that his membership in public bodies was a sore subject for Vronsky. What I got from that discussion was the clear contrast with Levin’s views on the subject. Levin disliked the process of settling disputes and didn’t want to be involved; Vronsky likes “judging some peasants’ quarrel about a horse” and thinks it’s important. It would be interesting for the two men to have a discussion about their roles and responsibilities, but I doubt that we’ll be treated to it.
Dolly feels out of place and wants to go back to where she’s comfortable. I don’t think this will hurt her friendship with Anna. Maybe they’ll correspond more instead of visiting.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+3)

        This was a beautifully written chapter. Tolstoy is masterful in portraying the dinner conversation and reactions. I felt I was there. So much of it is nuanced and would be easier caught on film than in a book. Bravo!
I am not sure what Anna does all day if Vronksy is running the household, building hospitals and serving on committees.  Plus it sounds like Anna doesn’t see her daughter much. Other than being in charge of entertainment to keep Vronksy happy?
I think Vronsky has probably been on the giving end of the flirting to a married/taken woman. So he understands it’s harmless especially since he is confident Anna has no interest in anyone but him.
I am guessing the public bodies take Vronsky’s time away from Anna and so she doesn’t like that. And she also saw how Karenin became obsesses with his public career and never had time for her or the family.
I think Dolly still cares for Anna but probably won’t visit anytime soon. I wonder if she can break thru the superficiality and have the divorce conversation with her or not?


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+2)

        What does Anna do all day? We know she keeps up with the progress on the hospital, so she probably makes sure she knows enough about all Vronsky’s projects to discuss them with him.
She probably takes walks, rides, reads, plans her outfits.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+2)

        Good point. She certainly has to stay abreast of all the happenings around her so she can lead the dinner conversations.


    


    
        helenofyork (+3)

        I think Anna sleeps in, attends to her looks and maybe reads a book during the day.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+3)

        …maybe reads a book. If she can fit it in between all her outfit changes.


    


    
        helenofyork (+5)

        Lol
The book occurred to me because she read on the train when we met her. The time has to pass somehow. Reading would be a good way to pass the hours.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+3)

        Good point. I forgot she was reading when we met her. Ah, so long ago.


    


    
        helenofyork (+6)

        No TV, no movies, no iPhone, no internet. Has to do something.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+6)

        I forgot to mention that Dolly could tell that the flirting was bothering Anna. When it bothered Kitty, Levin dealt with it. When it bothered Anna, Vronsky ignored it.
Also I thought this comment from last year was really insightful and a great summary of the two different households. https://reddit.com/r/yearofannakarenina/s/ONYSyvyqGt


    


    
        DernhelmLaughed (+5)

        

When it bothered Kitty, Levin dealt with it. When it bothered Anna, Vronsky ignored it.

That's a good observation. I hadn't thought of Vronsky's reaction in terms of an inattentive partner.


    


    
        helenofyork (+3)

        Reading that gave me chills for some reason. Thanks for sharing the comment.


    

Part 6 - Chapter 23

    Discussion from r/yearofannakarenina (2023)

 What does Anna mean when she says she is a slave in her current position?
 What do you suppose Anna told Dolly regarding not becoming pregnant ever again?
 Do you think that Anna is being truthful about not wanting any more children?
 Do you think Vronsky is indeed going to start spending most of his time away from Anna?
* Anything else you'd like to discuss?
Final line:


She suddenly felt that she had got far away from Anna; that there lay between them a barrier of questions on which they could never agree, and about which it was better not to speak.
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        coltee_cuckoldee (+5)

        I think she's talking about how she needs to keep Vronsky by her side in order to maintain her current position. Her entire future depends on Vronsky- if he decides to toss her, she's going to lose everything. She has wealth, comforts and security as long as she has him.
I think she just wanted to confide in someone about her current situation. She thinks that no one can relate to her as much as Dolly since the latter is stuck in an unhappy marriage as well.
Yes, she had an extremely difficult birth with her daughter and she had vivid dreams of dying during the process. She also hasn't bonded with her daughter so she might be suffering from post partum. Her entire focus is on keeping Vronsky by her side- it must be impossible to be happy when you're so insecure.
Yes, I don't think he is too invested in this relationship. He wants to marry Anna to legitimize his kids and pass his legacy. He didn't seem to mention wanting to legitimize their union as well- this would ensure that Anna's position in society would improve and she could have a social life.
Random things:
I'm glad that Anna has realized Princess Betsy's true nature. I was worried that Betsy would pretend to be her friend but degrade her position further in society behind her back.
I wonder what kind of permanent birth control treatment Anna is talking about. I'm surprised such treatments existed then and were common enough for people to have. I was also surprised by Dolly's shock- it looks like she just realized about the existence of such methods and she (specifically her naivete regarding this as she is a mom of 6 kids) reminded me of Daphne from Bridgerton.


    


    
        DernhelmLaughed (+5)

         She is in a precarious position now, with no social standing via Vronsky. She could very easily be casta side by Vronsky, and have even less protection than she does now. Not that her marriage had healthy husband-wife dynamics, but more than ever, her own well-being depends on her keeping her partner happy now.
 I don't know if Dolly suddenly realized she could stop having children, and this was the moment of clarity that Dolly experienced.
 That's probably true. She can't see Seryozha, and she doesn't seem to want to be around Annie. And Vronsky wants her to divorce Karenin so that he can be the official father of their future children. So Anna might be thinking of children in terms of how they have made her unhappy.
 He's looking for validation and entertainment, and Anna might be int he way. The hospital gave him something interesting to do, and made him feel good to be a benefactor. I don't think he necessarily looks to be a benefactor to Anna, but their relationship robably has become unsatisfying to him. Anna' isn't proactively trying to get a divorce, and this sets the stage for their future children not being born in wedlock (Anna-Vronsky wedlock). And thus Anna is sabotaging their future together, e vendor Vronsky wants to marry.


    


    
        helenofyork (+10)

        I have been waiting to comment on this chapter!
1. FINALLY \- Anna acknowledges that "her friend Betsy" is the worst person in the world!
2. Darya has doubled down on cognitive dissonance.


It can't be!' said Dolly, wide-eyed. For her it was one of those discoveries the consequences and conclusions of which are so enormous that for the first moment one feels only that it is impossible to grasp it all, but that one must think about it a great, great deal.

I have searched for explanations of this chapter. I've read takes on abortion and diaphragm birth control but I'd like to present another view, primed by Dolly's thoughts as she travels to Anna's house. This sentence proves it to me. Dolly, all of a sudden, has learned that she had options that were not known to her. It does not matter what the alternatives were, just that they existed.  
Tolstoy is already writing a book about adultery. He could have mentioned something about herbs to abort or some method of contraception. Anna could have explained that due to almost dying in childbirth she is now infertile. She could have said she never really was fertile since she only had one son. But instead Tolstoy opts for a dramatic ellipse. It's tone reflects the enormity of what Dolly has learned: she could have had fewer children. She could have kept her beauty and (try to keep) kept her husband's affections. She could have better provided for fewer children and not been worn down. She did not have to be poor. There was another way.  
She didn't have to live the life she does and it is too much for her to take. THIS is why she needs to leave the house and return to her children. This is why she heads to her bed loving her life more than ever. Dolly has to do this to survive with her sanity.


    


    
        sritanona (+1)

        I can’t imagine the torture it must be to have six children. I know people have that many by choice sometimes. But it is incomprehensible to me. The fact that she thought “people with two kids” were people with few kids (and I am torn thinking if having one at all would already be too much!!). Dolly is one of the saddest characters in the book to me.


    


    
        DernhelmLaughed (+5)

        

This sentence proves it to me. Dolly, all of a sudden, has learned that she had options that were not known to her. It does not matter what the alternatives were, just that they existed.

Exactly. I think Dolly suddenly realized that she had other options, and she had previously assumed that she had no choice but to have children. And possibly her realization was not limited to birth control options, maybe it never occured to her that she could stop her "wifely duties".


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+3)

        Great way to put it. Dolly has learned some options that were not known to her. And then she says “N’est-ce pas immoral?” Isn’t that immoral. So whatever the option, she has some moral qualms about it.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+5)

        Anna is a slave to whatever will keep Vronksy happy. This is because she has no legal ties to him and he has been a known “player” with the ladies in the past. So she has to keep up all appearances for his sake to keep him happy at all costs.
I got the impression that the doctor warned her not to get pregnant again given how difficult her last one was. But that it was her choice. She must be doing something to avoid getting pregnant and not telling Vronksy.
I don’t know if Anna wants more children in her heart. But certainly in her head she is already in a terrible situation with the two she has and at least knows that having one more will not solve anything.
I think Vronsky has a valid concern if she won’t ask for a divorce and therefore he can not have an heir. I hope we get to hear more of why she won’t ask for one (though it might not get granted anyway) but at least she can make Karenin the bad guy.
OH… I just realized that’s why she doesn’t want to ask because if she is turned down then Vronksy will have his answer and will be forced to make a decision about whether to stay with her. Anna prefers to stay in limbo and ignore it rather than face a bad answer.


    


    
        DernhelmLaughed (+5)

        

OH… I just realized that’s why she doesn’t want to ask because if she is turned down then Vronksy will have his answer and will be forced to make a decision about whether to stay with her. Anna prefers to stay in limbo and ignore it rather than face a bad answer.

Interesting possibility. I had not considered that. Anna's prolonging the limbo because at least it gives her some hope.


    


    
        helenofyork (+3)

        

OH… I just realized that’s why she doesn’t want to ask because if she is turned down then Vronksy will have his answer and will be forced to make a decision about whether to stay with her. Anna prefers to stay in limbo and ignore it rather than face a bad answer.

Oh! That's a good point. My own feeling was that Anna fears losing any hope of access to her son. You bring up a great point: it may be easier to leave things as they are then make any more changes.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+3)

        I bet she fears losing access to her son although it seems she really already has sadly. I don’t see a path for her to gain access to her son anymore?


    


    
        helenofyork (+5)

        There is always hope. If Vronsky leaves her and she returns to Karenin, Anna can bet that he will take her back.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+3)

        I bet he would. Though that sounds like a pretty awful outcome for her. Yikes. She is back where she started and now publicly humiliated. She really is in a lose/lose situation from this affair (or more specially from falling in love with Vronsky).


    


    
        sritanona (+2)

        It sounds like an awful outcome for karerin too. I like him, I feel bad for him. I bet it wasn’t uncommon back then to marry because one thinks one must.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+5)

        Wow! Interesting background on Tolstoy and his wife’s pregnancies.
https://reddit.com/r/thehemingwaylist/s/9uRswMF9tl


    


    
        DernhelmLaughed (+3)

        Informative and kinda horrifying.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+3)

        Very horrifying.


    


    
        helenofyork (+3)

        I love these insights! Thank you!


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+3)

        Me too!


    

Part 6 - Chapter 24

    Discussion from r/yearofannakarenina (2023)

 Anna wants both Vronsky and Seryozha, but realises that one comes at the price of the other. Why do you think she doesn't seem to factor in her daughter when weighing her options?
 What do you make of Anna’s mention of using morphine?
 Do you think Dolly should have stayed?
 Do you think there is anything more she could have done to help Anna?
* Anything else you'd like to discuss?
Final line:


"One has to know Anna and Vronsky—I have got to know him better now—to see how nice they are, and how touching," she said, speaking now with perfect sincerity, and forgetting the vague feeling of dissatisfaction and awkwardness she had experienced there.
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        coltee_cuckoldee (+4)

        She hasn't even bonded with her daughter. It looks like she feels guilty whenever she's around her daughter as it seems to remind her of how she abandoned Serezha.
I'm surprised. It's clear that she needs it as she's suffering mentally. I'm worried that she's become too dependent on it and hope she doesn't act in a manner that forces Vronsky to dump her (if she lashes out while high on it). I'm sure she's going to have a mental breakdown soon as she's clearly unhappy with her present life.
No, Dolly left as there was nothing else for her to do. She had to go back to her own house and kids. She tried to convince Anna but it is obvious that Anna has valid reasons to not divorce Karenin. She shouldn't get too involved in their personal matter especially when the other guests aren't too fond of her presence.
She's already volunteered to try to talk to Karenin. I think she did everything in her power.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+4)

        I see that she wants both of them but I also don’t know a path forward where she gets to be with her son (except going back to Karnenin) since he is keeping her son from her now anyway.
As I said yesterday. I think she just doesn’t want Karenin to give an answer of “no” now that Lydia is involved and so she doesn’t ask. She doesn’t want to lose Vronsky if he knows he can’t have an heir. She is just using her son as an excuse.
Morphine… I foresee Anna numbing out going forward unable to cope with her situation. She feels so helpless.
Poor Dolly. I don’t blame her for wanting to leave. But it sounds like she is Anna’s only friend who has shown any concern for Anna. I wish she could have given her the strength to hope and be empowered to make choices and live whatever life she has been dealt. Instead Anna is spinning, hopeless and likely to become addicted to morphine as a way of coping. I see this ending poorly.
We all wish we could have seen in retrospect when someone was hurting so much and what we could have done to help them. But like Dolly, our own stuff gets in the way and we run back to our life that seems not so bad now. Dolly sees how she may have ended up if Stiva and her were divorced and probably doesn’t want to be involved.


    


    
        DernhelmLaughed (+6)

         Her daughter is the least important of all the people whom Anna wants to maintain a relationship with and/or needs to manage. 
 Slippery slope up ahead.
 Perhaps Anna needs someone around her who says the things that Dolly does. Anna seems to acquiesce with the people around her, who aren't necessarily looking out for her.
 Does Dolly actually view Anna as standing at the edge of a precipice? Or perhaps a slippery slope to ruin? Her final thoughts in this chapter emphasize the positives, and she has to search her feelings for negatives.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+3)

        That’s a good way to put it. It doesn’t feel like anyone is necessarily looking out for Anna.
And ouch on the comment about her daughter. It’s so sad and true. When push comes to shove, Annie may end up being Anna’s only ally in the long run so she better work on that relationship.


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+4)

        Anna's daughter isn't part of the dilemma. Little Annie would be with her mother regardless. But Anna can't be with Vronsky and also be able to see her son.
About the morphine: other books set in that time period refer to "laudanum," which contained opium and was used among other things to calm one's nerves. That's probably what Anna's taking, and Tolstoy mentions it to emphasize her troubled state of mind.
There was no reason for Dolly to stay. She wasn't enjoying herself, and I really don't think she could help Anna. They are too different, and there's no resolution to Anna's dilemma that Anna would accept. She's caught in a constant state of distress, well hidden by her outward persona.


    


    
        helenofyork (+4)

        I am confused. Did Anna say this? Or did Vronsky?


'But I've known her for a long time. She's very kind, I think, mais excessivement terre-a-terre\*. But still I'm very glad of her visit.  
 
\*But excessively down-to-earth.

What a terrible thing to say about a friend, about a guest! I think it's condescending. It brings me back to Vronsky hosting the foreign prince and his indignation with him. If this was Vronsky saying it about Dolly, it means he has not changed all that much.
The morphine in the drink seems casually mentioned. Wasn't it easier to purchase back then? Telling that Anna needs to take morphine in order to calm down so that she can present herself to Vronsky.
I want to discuss the horses's oats! For all their display of wealth, the Vronskys are not generous with animals! My mouth opened in shock reading this passage. What does it mean when Filipp the driver says "They cleaned the bottom before cockcrow." when informing Dolly?
It seems the Levin household is better at caring for living creatures than the Vronsky. There is death in the Vronsky household, no matter how wealthy. Death of fetus, hospitals, wizened old spinsters, hungry beasts of the field, neglected baby girls.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+5)

        

*But excessively down-to-earth. What a terrible thing to say about a friend, about a guest! I think it's condescending.

It may be a cultural difference on my part as I am not seeing this as a terrible insult. I see him saying that she is too grounded and serious, doesn’t have her head in the clouds and enjoy frivolous fun like they do. If he said she was “excessively serious”, I wouldn’t disagree. I am guessing I am missing a nuance in French or English culture so hope you can kindly enlighten me.


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+5)

        That appears to be Vronsky's answer to Anna's "I am so glad you like Dolly. You do, don't you?" But  it's an odd answer, because Vronsky has not known Dolly for a long time. He would have encountered her only during Kitty's disastrous first season, and he wasn't concentrating on Kitty's pregnant older sister during that time.
Morphine was definitely more accessible then, often in the form of laudanum. It was even given to infants. Abraham Lincoln's wife was reportedly addicted to it. So it's no surprise that Anna took it.
I think the "cockcrow" comment means there wasn't enough food for the horses and they finished it all before dawn.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+3)

        

Vronsky has not known Dolly for a long time.

I wonder if he knew of her through his friendship with Stiva. I seem to remember they were old friends? Maybe they didn’t formally know each other but he probably has “known” about her existence for a while? I can’t remember the details of Vronsky and Stiva’s prior relationship though?


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+3)

        When Stiva first told Levin about Vronsky I got the impression he was a recent acquaintance.
“I made his acquaintance in Tver when I was there on official business, and he came there for the levy of recruits. Fearfully rich, handsome, great connections, an aide-de-camp, and with all that a very nice, good-natured fellow.  But he's more than simply a good-natured fellow, as I've found out here—he's a cultivated man, too, and very intelligent; he's a man who'll make his mark.”
I am starting to suspect that Tolstoy didn't care if Vronsky was a consistent and well developed character. He uses him to advance the narrative in whatever way he needs to. When he needs a cad who will trample Kitty's feelings, that's what Vronsky is. But he rapidly transforms into a lovesick puppy and then Anna's devoted lover, because that's what her story requires. And now he's lord of the manor.
This makes the book easier to read for me. I will stop trying to understand Vronsky, because it's not important to the story.
Now if I could stop trying to count Dolly's children and how old they are....


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+6)

        OMG that is so true. Thank you for freeing me of my Vronsky confusion! He is just a placeholder so we don’t have to keep meeting new people, a palate for other characters to come to the forefront. Thanks!
I gave up on Dolly’s brood a long time ago. When she is with the kids, I just picture her now as a mama duck with all her little ducklings following behind.


    

Part 6 - Chapter 25

    Discussion from r/yearofannakarenina (2023)

 What do you think about the way Anna beautifies herself for Vronsky and also how she tries to be knowledgeable on all subjects that interest him?
 What is your opinion on Vronsky's financial situation?
 What do you think about the way Anna and Vronsky communicated in this chapter?
 What do you think about Vronsky leaving Anna for the first time without resolving their disagreements?
 What do you think might happen during Vronsky's trip away?
 Anything else you'd like to discuss?
Final line:


In any case I can give up anything for her, but not my masculine independence," he thought.

See you all next week!


8 Comments


    
        yearofbot (+1)

        Past years discussions:
- 2020-01-20
- 2021-07-01
I am a bot, and this action was performed automatically. Please contact the moderators of this subreddit if you have any questions or concerns.


    


    
        coltee_cuckoldee (+4)

        I feel bad for her as there is no reason for her to be so insecure. She's clearly still very beautiful if not more than before (as described by Dolly who felt insecure when she saw Anna). Anna's insistence on not having another child did surprise me as she seems to be solely motivated by holding on to her looks/figure in order to keep Vronsky interested. She's clearly trying very heard by studying subjects that interest him as well- she seems to have no personality of her own and her life now revolves around Vronsky.
I am surprised at how well Vronsky is doing. It's almost like he attained this wealth and financial knowledge overnight and it makes no sense to me. Wasn't he dependent on his mother's pocket money a year or two ago? I get the feeling that Tolstoy made him extremely rich all of a sudden to emphasize how lonely Anna truly is- I don't think she cares about his wealth as she's too busy worrying about losing him. If they were financially destitute, Anna wouldn't have as much free time to repeatedly focus on her insecurities as she would be too busy with work.
His coldness when he told her he would go signals the beginning of the end. I can understand both sides. He's frustrated by how insecure and controlling she is- she needs to know where he is and he probably cannot relax freely around her. She is insecure as she left everything to be with him and she knows that if he drops her, her life is likely over.
I'm sure Vronsky is correct when he pointed out that she would withdraw into herself. He would then need to spend extra time and effort in order to convince her that he still loves her and he feels drained by this endless cycle. They're both walking in eggshells around the other and I'm sure one of them is going to snap soon (maybe Vronsky will yell at her about her constant neediness and she'll withdraw). I can see why he is falling out of love with her- it must be a chore to keep convincing her that he loves her and wants to be with her.
I think Anna might try to leave his house and visit Serezha? She probably wants to spend some time away from Vronsky, her daughter and this entire mess.


    


    
        Minute_Tomorrow_7101 (+3)

        I wonder the same thing about the sudden wealth. There is no explanation for it. Vronsky was kinda scraping by dependent on his mother then becomes really wealthy. 🤔


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+3)

        Anna seems to be much more intelligent than I gave her credit for. She has studied and understood all the areas of Vronsky's interest, and he respects her knowledge and opinion. That's a reasonable  thing to do; she's making the best of her forced isolation, and she may really enjoy her studies. And as far as making sure she always looks her best -- I think she's always done that.
Vronsky's doing very well, unless somehow he's run himself into debt to accomplish his projects. I don't think so, though; the hospital project is clearly expensive and he seems to have no issues keeping it going. I don't like the stinginess referred to in an earlier chapter, but some people are just like that.
Vronsky seemed to expect Anna to object to his trip, and she doesn't. This bothers him, since she's had problems with his leaving before. He was waiting for an argument that never came, and he may be uneasy that she's not telling him something.
The most likely thing to happen on the trip is that he'll get elected to some position that will make him spend more time away. If she objects, he'll assert his public duty, which sounds so much better than his "masculine independence."


    


    
        DernhelmLaughed (+3)

        Loved this bit:


He knew that way she had of withdrawing into herself, and knew that it only happened when she had determined upon something without letting him know her plans. He was afraid of this; but he was so anxious to avoid a scene that he kept up appearances, and half sincerely believed in what he longed to believe in—her reasonableness.



    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+3)

        It makes sense that Anna has no real role in the house except to make Vronsky happy so she does all the things she thinks will make that true.
I don’t understand Vronsky’s financial situation. I thought he had no money and lots of bills. He does have some income. But I don’t know how he is paying for all this equipment and construction unless he has leveraged the family house somehow. It does seem that his investments in equipment are returning a profit. But still it’s a lot of capital.
I can see where Vronsky is upset with Anna’s clinging. And how he left without giving her all the details so as not to cause another discussion. I fear that Anna will zone out with her morphine and make a much bigger deal out of all this. She has some mental illness that has never been addressed and certainly being left alone with no purpose (since Vronsky is her purpose) will not bode well for her.


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+4)

        I was trying to figure out his finances until I decided that Vronsky is whoever Tolstoy needs him to be at any particular time. He has presumably reclaimed his half of the income from the estate from his brother, but I don't think that would produce the wealth we're seeing now. (If it did, his brother wouldn't have needed more than his half in the first place.) So by my theory, Tolstoy decided that Vronsky is fabulously wealthy now, so he is. No explanation required.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+2)

        Lol. I forgot his brother did owe him half the wealth.


    

Part 6 - Chapter 26

    Discussion from r/yearofannakarenina (2023)

 Levin meets some hurdles in his attempt to sort out an administrative matter. How did you think he handled this frustration?
 How does Kitty and Levin's relationship compare to Anna and Vronsky's at this stage?
 What do you make of Levin’s efforts to find significance in the elections, a matter he would previously consider pointless, and see things from new perspectives? Do you think he will succeed, or lose interest?
 Do you think Levin and Vronsky are going to meet at this event? How do you expect them to behave around each other?
* Anything else you'd like to discuss?
Final line:


In the Seleznevsky district Sviazhsky was elected unanimously without a ballot, and he gave a dinner that evening.



8 Comments


    
        yearofbot (+1)

        Past years discussions:
- 2020-01-21
- 2021-07-02
I am a bot, and this action was performed automatically. Please contact the moderators of this subreddit if you have any questions or concerns.


    


    
        coltee_cuckoldee (+5)

        I think he was more patient than I would have expected him to be. He doesn't seem to be too fond of these political discussions so I was surprised that he went through with it.
Levin does seem to be very jealous and his temper isn't the best but I don't think Kitty worries herself sick thinking about what actions he might take in the future. He clearly loves her and she's secure in this knowledge.
I think he might succeed and this might encourage him to move to a city with Kitty. This would also open so many doors for him financially and socially.
They might meet. Vronsky won't care much- he just thinks Levin is an odd fellow. I'm worried that Levin might be unable to control his jealousy and he might take it out on Kitty when he returns home.


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+5)

        Levin’s administrative “hurdles” are familiar; most readers can probably relate. Bureaucracy is timeless. Levin handles it very well, better than many. This is another episode I suspect is drawn from Tolstoy’s own experience.
Kitty is secure in her relationship with her husband; she thinks it’s good for him to get away and even buys him appropriate dress to motivate him to go. Anna, for good reason, isn’t secure at all.
Levin’s brother has spent considerable time trying to impress him with the importance of public affairs. Maybe he’s at least partly succeeded.
I would expect Sviazhsky to invite both Levin and Vronsky to his dinner, so they’ll probably at least greet one another politely. But I don’t think either of them would particularly relish a conversation. I recommend Sviazhsky seat them at separate tables.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+4)

        It’s quite obvious in this chapter how Levin has grown through his relationship with Kitty. He has patience now. He pays attention to the election and how political issues will I,pace himself and his family.
It’s refreshing to see Kitty notice that Levin is bored and suggest he go on his outings.
I was also wondering how these two would fare if they run into each other. It would be entertaining if Levin tells him how great things are with Kitty and Vronksy tells him how crappy things are with Anna. I do think Levin will be fickle and jealous about talking with Vronksy and will probably just give him the evil eye. But who knows?


    


    
        janoo1989 (+6)

        "so maybe it is the best book ever written," I thought to myself multiple times as I read Anna Karenina, "I, however, am tired of these Russians and their problems." Not long after saying this and putting the book down, I told myself that I want to be a person of strong conviction then I put on the audiobook for a couple more chapters. Later that night, I found what chapter I left off at and read it on my iPad before nodding off to sleep.
And now, here I am, finally caught up to this subreddit. I'm quite lucky that y'all decided to do this at the same year I decided to read Anna Karenina, otherwise I'd be sorta confused with some bits of the book.
I have mostly tried to avoid a lot of the wider criticism and interpretation when it comes to Anna Karenina as I want to form my own take. And my read is, the omniscient narrator is quite an incredible defining feature. We get to see these people fully, in all their virtues and faults. Oftentimes, it's difficult to discern whether a quality of a character is a fault or a virtue. And in the middle of condemning someone, I always check myself and remember that these are a person's inner thoughts. That I am being given the privilege of being in their minds so it's hypocritical to judge their flaws. And I see so much of myself and the people I know in these characters that I grew to stop judging anyone harshly. People are layered and complicated. They lie to others, to themselves and to whichever god they believe in.
I'm gonna keep going, past this chapter and finish his darn book. It's pretty funny how I happened upon reading it. I watched HBO's Last of Us then played the sequel (incredible). And genuinely thought, damn I need more of this kind of miserable shit. So I read The Road, which shares a few themes with Last of Us then Blood Meridian, also by McCarthy, and also quite sad and harrowing. After finishing, I went to my buddy and said, "you know, apparently, nobody does literary sadness like the Russians." And now I'm here. Truth be told, I don't even particularly like reading. I tried reading some Agatha Christie and didn't get far. And now I'm 6/8 into Anna Karenina and goddamn.
Discussion questions:
 From what I gathered, Levin's matured quite a bit from the beginning of the book. He's not as quick to rage quit when facing adversity and frustration. Cynically, I can read this as the author instructing the audience that marriage is key to growth. But I think it's more like, Levin's had to go through a lot of changes, make concessions and self-evaluate since he's dealt with Kitty, her family and Oblonsky. So he's developed a more pragmatic edge, which helped him deal with the bureaucratic hurdles. 
 Kitty/Levin are very clearly juxtaposed to Anna/Vronsky (as well as Oblonsky/Dolly). Kitty and Levin were compared to Anna and Vronsky, respectively, very early on. And what we get are mirror images of a couple trying to live substantial lives and another living largely through passion and capital R Romance. Building something that really works, whether that be a workforce or a household, requires effort, patience and compromise. Levin and Kitty are beginning to stumble their way there and we're meant to cheer for them. On the other end, Anna and Alexis appear to be headed down the abyss. Their relationship isn't built on honesty. It's built on channeling the passion that compelled its fruition. It's difficult to watch, honestly. It can't possibly end well.
 Levin's still an idealist but his having to deal with Kitty, his brothers and this year's seasonal visitors has allowed him to see additional layers and importance to the elections, which he thought of quite cynically in the beginning of the story. 
 I'm not certain if Levin and Vronsky are going to meet at this specific event. If they do, I expect Vronsky to be darkly charming and showcase all sorts of qualities that Levin finds contemptible. Levin will try to be polite and personable but be kinda awkward. He might lose his patience. More importantly, however, these are the 2 main narrative threads that have yet to fully converge. We're more than 6/8 done this gigantic book and our 2 main characters, Anna and Levin, have yet to meet. I hope they do. I feel like, thematically, it has to happen.
* I feel like a key theme of the story is empathy. Anna Karenina is about everything; it's about everyone. Dolly leaving the Vronsky household thinking something along the lines of "I ain't messing around with those weirdos. I can't wait to get back to my people," is something I'd imagine most people have felt. It's a very specific feeling and it's wonderful that this late 19th Century book about Aristocratic Russians kinda pokes at it. And now, we have Anna in a bit of a tailspin and I feel like we're meant to feel something strongly towards her, whether it be pity or self-righteous spite, I don't know. I choose to sympathize with her, however. I'm trying, anyway.
K onto the next chapter. See ya at the other side =)


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+3)

        Welcome! Glad to have you caught up. It’s been a journey for sure.
Good point on Anna and Levin meeting. I forgot they haven’t even met. It makes me wonder what the last 20% of the book will hold. I can hardly bear to watch Anna implode any longer but as our title character I suppose we are just getting started.
I shifted from being annoyed with her and disliking reading about her to having pity.  I think now I am ready to have sympathy for her. It’s like watching a train about to crash into a brick wall and there is no way out except off a bridge into a bottomless canyon.


    


    
        janoo1989 (+3)

        this story began with a dude getting run over by a train so I've got a sinking feeling with the train metaphors


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+3)

        OMG I forgot. And that was the scene when Anna met Vronksy. Arg….


    

Part 6 - Chapter 27

    Discussion from r/yearofannakarenina (2023)

 Levin, (like the reader probably) is confused as to what's going on here. If he doesn't understand the politics, how will he be able to vote?
 How do you think Stiva is able to understand what’s going on better than Levin?
* Anything else you'd like to discuss?
Final line:


Squeezed by the crowding noblemen, he drew near the high table where the marshal of the province, Sviazhsky, and the other leaders were hotly disputing about something.



7 Comments


    
        coltee_cuckoldee (+3)

        I'm sure either his brother or Oblonsky can explain everything to him.
I think Stiva needs to be politically aware as he needs to ensure that his care-free lifestyle is not interrupted by any policies. He has a lot of friends and is aware of all the drama that goes on (he knew that Vronsky liked Kitty, etc).


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+3)

        Oh, I really want pictures of those carefully described uniforms!
Levin doesn't understand the politics, but he has friends (and his brother) to explain it to him. He'll do fine.
Stiva understands it because he's involved in government and has to know how politics works. He's even a "gentleman of the bedchamber," which I thought meant having a position at court, but maybe not. Levin doesn't really care and hasn't bothered about it until now.


    


    
        Cautiou (+2)

        A gentleman of the bedchamber in uniform: https://ru.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D0%A4%D0%B0%D0%B9%D0%BB:Kamerger\_Druckoy-Sokolinsky.JPG
It was a court position, but often just a honorary one, without real duties.


    


    
        Cautiou (+2)

        Ministry of Justice uniform: zastava-antik (dot) ru/rossiyskaya-imperiya/uniforma-militariya/mundiry/mundiry\_10589.html
(Replace (dot) with .)


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+2)

        Thank you!


    


    
        DernhelmLaughed (+4)

         Voting without understanding is a form of politics. Going along with a crowd without asking questions? So that he doesn't stand out or show ignorance? That demonstrates a desire for group membership. Whether Levin will do this remains to be seen.
 Stiva seems more savvy about the context and the mechanics of the vote. But he also knows how to seem like he knows what's going on.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+4)

        Lol good point that Stiva seems to understand what’s going on. They must serve drinks. But seriously, I suppose Stiva has seen the process many times vs Levins first time.


    

Part 6 - Chapter 28

    Discussion from r/yearofannakarenina (2023)

 What did you think of Levin getting overwhelmed by the ruckus in the chamber, preferring the company of the waiters in the other hall?
 What did you think of Levin’s embarrassment while casting his vote, momentarily forgetting who he is meant to do vote for and how to do it properly, which seems to have been noticed by people around him?
 What do you make of Levin’s sympathy for the emotional Snetkov?



Two noble gentlemen, who had a weakness for strong drink, had been made drunk by the partisans of Snetkov, and a third had been robbed of his uniform.

The chapter ended with a bit of slapstick comedy. What do you think Tolstoy is saying about the noblemen?
* Anything else you'd like to discuss?
Final line:


"As long as no one plies him with drink here . . . I told the man at the bar not to give him anything on any account."



5 Comments


    
        yearofbot (+1)

        Past years discussions:
- 2020-01-23
- 2021-07-04
I am a bot, and this action was performed automatically. Please contact the moderators of this subreddit if you have any questions or concerns.


    


    
        coltee_cuckoldee (+3)

        I could relate to him as he clearly felt out of place and uncomfortable. I also think that he might have been embarrassed by his lifestyle (he lives in the village and spends most of his time with the peasants) and I don't think he's been around a lot of people in power.
I don't think it was too embarrassing. Of course he wanted to fit in and not seem like an outcast but I'm sure everyone knows that it his first time so they might be kind.
I think he was too easily swayed by the emotional man. We don't even know if he was good at his position- it's hard not to feel pity for an old man who has been kicked out by the younger generation.
The fact that Snetkov's supporter got the two men drunk is funny. These men are supposed to come to power by their own merit and capabilities but here we see childish games being played in order to assume power.


    


    
        DernhelmLaughed (+3)

         Levin recoils from human interactions which he does not understand, instead of trying to figure them out by participating and learning from failure.
 Levin dislikes being at a disadvantage. More than that, he dislikes to be seen to be at a disadvantage. 
* Perhaps Levin is sympathetic to other people's weaknesses. He's someone whose status or attitude does not threaten Levin.


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+3)

        This was highly entertaining, and I wonder what Tolstoy was thinking when he included it. Is this another episode mirroring something Tolstoy himself experienced? It feels like it. It may also provide an opportunity for Tolstoy to let us know his own political philosophy. That might have been meaningful to contemporary readers, but not so much for us.
This will probably cement Levin's distaste for participating in governmental affairs. He didn't like it before, and there's nothing going on here that would make him change his mind.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+3)

        This all seemed pretty classic Levin. Generally awkward and preferring to be alone. Hoping to see Vronksy interaction soon.


    

Part 6 - Chapter 29

    Discussion from r/yearofannakarenina (2023)

 Why exactly is Levin avoiding Vronsky and what do you think would happen if they found themselves together?
 Why do Levin and the landowner continue to farm, even though it hardly yields anything and also leads to losses?
 What do you think of the landowner's comparison of his and Levin's farming ways compared to Vronsky's?
 Anything else you'd like to discuss?
Final line:


"You’ve relieved your feelings?"



5 Comments


    
        yearofbot (+1)
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- 2021-07-05
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        coltee_cuckoldee (+3)

        Levin has previously felt inferior to Vronsky (when he saw him dancing with Kitty). I'm sure he feels a bit humiliated by what happened in the past and that's why he's actively avoiding Vronsky. I don't think they would fight/argue, however, Levin will have negative thoughts about him while Vronsky wouldn't care at all. I can even imagine Stiva getting in the middle to ensure that no fight breaks out as he's related to both men.
That's the only work they know how to do. Levin seems to be very reluctant to adopt the new ways- I cannot imagine him working in public/government services and since farming is the only work he knows, he continues to do so even if it leads to losses. He is resistant to change and I'm sure that's the case with the other man (who is older so I can sympathize with him, it must be intimidating to learn something new at an old age).
It looks like Vronsky is more commercial when it comes to his farming. He's trying to make use of every resource.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+3)

        This was an interesting chapter. The wealthy are Land rich and cash poor.
It’s interesting we started the book with Stiva selling some land and Levin getting upset about him driving the prices down. I think Some landowners see land  as a legacy and something to be passed down. Also they see it as their “job” and their identity.
It’s interesting that some earlier discussions in the book were about how to make the land more profitable by entering into partnership with the peasants (almost like rent to own) or profit sharing. But the peasants thought they were being taken advantage of. And so the only way to monetize the land is to sell it like Stiva.
Still waiting for Vronksky and Levin action.


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+4)

        I assume Levin is avoiding Vronsky because of the history with Kitty. He would feel awkward. He'll probably be forced to meet Vronsky at some point, since he's talking to Levin's friends, but Levin won't take the initiative.
Levin and the landowner make five percent. The landowner seems dissatisfied with that. Both of them like the old ways, compared to Vronsky's wanting everything new.
I find this interlude uninteresting, and assume it's another opportunity for Tolstoy to put forth his own views. I doubt that it advances the story in any way.


    


    
        helenofyork (+3)

        Undoubtedly Levin still feels something about history over Kitty. That feels ridiculous looking at it with modern attitudes. What a waste of energy. To each age, it's own though.


    

Part 6 - Chapter 30

    Discussion from r/yearofannakarenina (2023)

 What do you make of Vronsky's newfound passion for politics?
 How do you feel towards Levin at the moment? Do you empathise with him and his awkwardness, or do you find him rude?
 What is your opinion about the result of the selection?
 Will the result of the election have a relevant impact on the story?
* Anything else you'd like to discuss?
Final line:


When Nevyedovsky went out of the room, the crowd thronged round him and followed him enthusiastically, just as they had followed the governor who had opened the meetings, and just as they had followed Snetkov when he was elected.

See you all next week!
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        coltee_cuckoldee (+2)

        I think he's well suited for this passion. He's smart, knows who to befriend in order to get ahead and has a very sociable nature.
I empathize with him. He clearly has no clue what is going on and probably feels dumb around everyone else. To make matters worse, Vronsky is there too.
From what I understood, it looks like Nevyedovsky will be replacing Sentkov. I didn't really understand their political system and found the way they were declining certain men (probably after counting votes?) odd.
I think Vronsky will become powerful and Stiva will suck upto him in order to get certain favors. I wonder if this will be a blow to Levin's ego.


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+4)

        Vronsky thinks it's his responsibility as a wealthy and prominent resident to take interest in the local politics and government. It pleases him to think of himself as a leading citizen. So maybe this will be his new special interest, and he's probably better at it than he was at painting.
I do empathize with Levin. He doesn't enjoy the political games at all, and now Sviazhsky is dragging him over to talk to Vronsky. He doesn't really know what to say, and comes across as very awkward and even rude. He escapes as soon as he can, and is only forced to go back to vote. I doubt that he'll ever go back to another gathering like this. And no, I don't think this election will impact the story. I think it's just a way for Tolstoy to put forth his take on the political changes that are occurring in the country.


    


    
        DernhelmLaughed (+4)

        I wonder if Levin will eventually understand the election process better, or if he will at least understand group dynamics better. Levin's not happy when surrounded by savvier people, so he usually avoids such situations instead of getting better at understanding how these people operate. Reminded me a little of the snipe hunt with Stiva and Veslovsky.


    

Part 6 - Chapter 31

    Discussion from r/yearofannakarenina (2023)

 Oblonsky and Vronsky are flourishing in the political realm, but their family lives are troubled. By contrast, Levin is completely out of place, so does this imply that of the three men, he will be the one who succeeds in the domestic realm?
 Do you believe Annie is really ill, or is it just Anna's ploy to make her husband return?
 What do you make of Vronsky, having been away for a few days, now seeing his relationship with Anna as depressing and burdensome? Is Anna’s prophecy becoming reality?
 What do you think awaits Vronsky on his return home?
* Anything else you'd like to discuss?
Final line:


But he had to go, and by the first train that night he set off home.
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        coltee_cuckoldee (+3)

        I do think that Kitty and Levin will have the most successful marriage but I'm sure they will have problems of their own. Vronsky and Oblonsky are very good at separating their private and professional lives- I'm sure their friends have no clue what kind of problems they are actually going through (Oblonsky is destitute and Vronsky is in an unhappy domestic situation).
I actually thought she was ill but now that this question has been asked, I'm not too sure. That would be incredibly messed up if Anna decided to lie like this. Her insecurity is eating her up and she depends on morphine to stay emotionally stable.
Yes, I think her prophecy is becoming reality. I don't think anyone expected Vronsky to remain happy in this union forever. He seems to enjoy chasing after things and once he gets what he wanted, he ultimately gets bored and looks for another thing to chase. This is so sad since Anna's actions have led to this. If she had stayed with Karenin, she would have been in an unhappy marriage but she would be stable. She has neither stability nor happiness (at least longlasting happiness) with Vronsky.
If Anna did lie, I'm sure they will have a huge fight about this and he'll leave her again. She'll have a breakdown for sure.


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+3)

        Stiva and Vronsky are social beings, and Levin is not. He's much more comfortable at home, even more so because Kitty is there. The fact that he doesn't understand the politics adds to his discomfort at the elections. Stiva doesn't care if he "succeeds in the domestic realm;" that would be boring. Vronsky would like a well rounded life but that's hard to do in his current situation. If he and Anna could be married and she was able to go in society they might be quite happy and she could support him in his public life.
I think Annie is ill but probably not any more than a routine childhood illness.
I think Vronsky would love to tell Anna all about the elections and his possible plans for the future but it's unlikely that he will because it will make her think more of her own restrictions. Being at home reminds him of their problems and I can see how it would be burdensome and depressing. He might push her more on asking Karenin for a divorce.


    


    
        DernhelmLaughed (+3)

        Things are falling apart, accelerating towards an irrevocable rift. Vronsky imagines all the things he would have liked to do. He soon shall do more than imagine. But the tragedy is that this really did not have to be mutually exclusive to Vronsky remaining with Anna. With the stymied divorce from Karenin, they don't have a solid plan for their future together that they both desire.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+3)

        I don’t think political success precludes one from a happy family life. But who knows… Levin has just been busy not paying attention to the process all these years. I do think Stiva and Vronksy enjoy the Frat House mentality of the process. And that characteristic doesn’t usually bode well for a supportive husband.
I am guessing Annie has some illness and a doctor has visited. I am guessing it’s nothing too serious.  In fairness I don’t feel Anna implied it was life threading just that she wanted his support. Anna doesn’t deal with stress well and doesn’t like him to be gone.
That being said…Anna is and has been clingy and Vronksy finally sees future he is excited about only to have Anna dash his excitement. I don’t blame him for feeling this way about his relationship.
He did send a letter Friday evening to tell her he wouldn’t be home yet when he was due that day (slightly irresponsible- he could have sent it a day earlier but didn’t know about the dinner). So when did she send her letter - Friday evening as well? It seems she was already in a flurry then when he wasn’t yet overdue.
I see him coming home to Anna in a tizzy about him being gone and Vronsky pushing back. Because he had a great time and his current dream is to run for office. So he will see Anna as a hindrance to that. Fighting will ensue.


    

Part 6 - Chapter 32

    Discussion from r/yearofannakarenina (2023)

 Why can't Anna even pretend that she loves her daughter? What do you think are Vronsky's feelings towards his daughter?
 What do you make of Anna’s possessiveness?
 Vronsky tells Anna he wants nothing but to be with her, yet his face tells a different story. Which do you believe?
 Will Anna's husband accept the divorce? Is the divorce a good idea?
 Will a marriage between Anna and Vronsky save their relationship? What would you do in Anna's situation?
 What do you think awaits them in Moscow?
* Anything else you'd like to discuss?
Final line:


Expecting every day an answer from Alexey Alexandrovitch, and after that the divorce, they now established themselves together like married people.
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        coltee_cuckoldee (+5)

        She feels guilty as she has abandoned her son and I'm sure spending time with Annie brings up those painful memories. I don't think Vronsky is a dedicated father either although he's more interested in his daughter than Anna. It looks like he wants kids to leave behind his legacy.
I feel bad for her since she's losing it but her own actions have led her to this. She's not even happy at the moment, she's addicted to Vronsky and would do anything to be with him while he seems checked out. This is a bit surprising and I would have never expected this behavior from the two of them since he was obsessed with her when he met her. I almost feel like he lured her- she was naive and did not understand that she was just a passing fancy or something to obtain for him. She genuinely believed that he would love her as much until the end and that her behavior would never repels him the way it currently does.
He's clearly not happy about it. The fact that he seemed more at peace while at that political convention than at home is really bad. I wonder if he'll try to leave her (won't this be dishonorable even though they're not married?).
I think Karenin will probably move on and accept the divorce (Princess Lydia will likely encourage this move). This way there will be nothing stopping the union of Anna and Vronsky but Vronsky himself. I'm sure he'll try to back out and this will lead Anna to breakdown. I don't think she has many options- the only way she can be legally binded to Vronsky (and that has benefits even if he doesn't love her) would be by divorcing Karenin. She's already lost her son.
No, I wonder if they'll even marry. I have a feeling that Vronsky will try to back out and this will make Anna go crazy (especially as she no longer is bound to Karenin and has no rights to any financial help and has to take care of herself without being attached to a man). It's definitely a risky move and I do think it might be a bad idea if Vronsky refuses to marry her after the divorce. I know this is a bit manipulative but she should try to fix a date for the marriage and let people know (so that Vronsky cannot easily back out without being disgraced). She needs to ensure that they go through with the wedding.
I think maybe she'll meet Serezha and Karenin and have a change of heart? I'm not too sure.
We're finally done with Part 6. I thought this part was a bit hard to read especially as there were so many chapters dedicated to Levin. The farming/political/philosophical details usually mentioned in Levin's chapters go over my head so I really need to motivate myself while reading them.


    


    
        DernhelmLaughed (+6)

        It all feels like a farce now. Anna appealing to Vronsky's attachment as a lover and a father, when it is clear that he finds this burdensome now. And Anna finally deciding to try for a divorce, and Vronsky pretending to be happy. They are both self-medicating when they are apart, with morphine for Anna and ego-stoking for Vronsky.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+4)

        Vronksy self medicating with ego stroking. Lol. So well said.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+6)

        Oh Anna. I am trying to have compassion for you but you make it so hard.
Her morphine addiction is becoming a big problem, I suspect.
I hope that marriage will calm them both down but I don’t think Karenin will grant it. It would help her feel more secure in keeping Vronksy and help,his career. I don’t know if her own anxiety about all the uncertainty or the drugs are making her so needy. She certainly was not this way with Karenin.


    

Part 7 - Chapter 1

    Discussion from r/yearofannakarenina (2023)

 What do you think of Kitty enjoying her pregnancy and life in the city, whereas Levin is struggling there?
 How do you think Levin and Kitty handled their embarrassment over Vronsky?
 Do you think Levin will ever finish writing his book?
 Now that the Levins and Vronskys are both in the city, do you expect there to be any overlap between their lives?
* Anything else you'd like to discuss?
Final line:


"I’m very, very glad."
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        coltee_cuckoldee (+3)

        I feel bad for Levin but I feel like he should suck it up for a few months. She would obviously want to be close to her family and would like her husband there as well. From what I understand, it looks like he has an inferiority complex and that's why he refuses to mingle with people as he feels so bad about himself.
I think they did well. I'm glad that Levin did not react badly when she confessed that she had met him.
No, I'm sure he'll fall into another hobby and lose himself there. His wife is pregnant so maybe he'll become busy in parenting his kid (although the men in this book barely do so).
I think there will be somewhat of an overlap. I'm sure that they will run into one another at some time and each couple will be jealous of the other (Kitty will think that Anna/Vronsky are living their fairytale romance, Anna will be jealous as she understands that Kitty found herself a loyal man, Levin will wonder if there is anything between Kitty and Vronsky, etc).


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+4)

        I am getting a little concerned about Kittys pregnancy. I hope nothing goes wrong for her or the baby. Things are going so well for them.


    


    
        DernhelmLaughed (+3)

        Uh oh. I hadn't thought of that. I want to say that Levin would not handle a crisis well, but he'd be even worse if he lost Kitty.


    


    
        DernhelmLaughed (+3)

         It reflects their differing needs for society and breadth of companionship.
 Better than the Vassenka Veslovsky-induced jealousy, though that's a low bar.
 He might, though his life might get busier with children. Maybe he'll even change his mind about what living on in posterity entails.
 Anna and Kitty might meet because of Dolly, but I don't see Levin and Vronsky meeting much. It's not like Levin will dash about with Vronsky's circle.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+3)

        Cracking up picturing Levin dashing about in Vronsky’s circle. Can you imagine him all awkward at the parties he and Anna used to attend. Everyone with their mistress and misters. Oh my.


    


    
        DernhelmLaughed (+2)

        Right? Levin would be so awkward. And forget about the party crowd, Vrosnky is not shy about attention-getting activities. And he seems to be on an ego-stroking kick. I can't imagine Levin taking part in a macho horse race.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+2)

        He would be mortified


    

Part 7 - Chapter 2

    Discussion from r/yearofannakarenina (2023)

 Why does Levin seem so naive about money?
 What do you think about Levin hiding his financial concerns from Kitty? How do you think she would react if she found out that there was no money in the bank?
 Why do you think Kitty is so nonchalant about her pregnancy?
 Do you think the meeting with Metrov will inspire Levin to make progress on his book?
* Anything else you'd like to discuss?
Final line:


As he was driving along, he was ruminating about Katavasov and his forthcoming meeting with Metrov.
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        coltee_cuckoldee (+3)

        Levin has grown up in the countryside where expenditure seems to be minimal. He was never interested in fancy things and he barely required any money to upkeep his bachelor lifestyle. The city is much more expensive and he probably needs to spend money on useless items/services in order to appear fashionable enough for society. He's also against education so I'm not sure if anyone even taught him anything about money.
I don't blame him since he's obviously concerned as she's pregnant. She would definitely volunteer to move back to the countryside if she found out that they don't have as much left in the bank.
She has 2 older sisters so I'm sure she has some experience with seeing them give birth. She likely knows that it would hurt but since she's always dreamt of having kids, this is something she has to go through.
It might. Since Levin is based on Tolstoy, I can see him publishing the book and earning a good amount of money from the sales. This would definitely help their financial situation and they would no longer need to depend on farming (which depends on factors out of Levin's control such as weather, etc).


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+2)

        It’s more expensive to live in Moscow. Levin doesn’t want to worry Kitty, especially because of her pregnancy, which is the reason they’re living in Moscow. He may worry that if she knew, she’d insist on going back to the country before she gives birth.
And Kitty doesn’t want to worry her husband about the pregnancy. She’s late, which might worry him, and she’s just trying to take it in stride.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+2)

        I think Levin is used to a simple life where he doesn’t need to access money. Now that he has a wife and child on the way and wants a big family, he better enlist some help in understanding money. He mentioned earlier he was land rich but cash poor. Maybe he needs to sell some of his land.
I don’t think Levin even understands it enough to share it with Kitty.
Kitty has great support from Dolly and Kitty. It doesn’t seem she has seen much tragedy in their household so probably doesn’t worry about it.
The book?


    


    
        DernhelmLaughed (+2)

         A simplistic view of inflows and outflows isn't necessarily naïve, but it's not helping Levin and Kitty understand how to manage their money in the best way.
 Is Levin worried about upsetting his pregnant wife? Or is it typical of Levin to be secretly trying to do everything himself? Kitty would be worried, but ignoring the problem isn't going to help.
 Perhaps she isn't worried about bad outcomes because she has a support system. And though Levin is a pessimist, Kitty is hopeful.
 Levin's got a lot going on in his personal life, and the book is now possibly going to be dislodged from its long-held position as "the crowning achievement of Levin's life". Didn't Levin think of his book in terms of earning a place in posterity? If he doesn't make further progress on his book, Levin can easily say his children will be his legacy to the world without damaging his self-image. Chalk it up to ego.


    

Part 7 - Chapter 3

    Discussion from r/yearofannakarenina (2023)

 What did you make of Metrov and his views?



In what the point of his theory lay, Levin did not understand, because he did not take the trouble to understand.

What do you think about that?
 Why did Levin change his mind about showing Metrov his book?
 Anything else you'd like to discuss?
Final line:


As Levin had already heard it all, he made haste to tell Metrov that he was sorry he could not take advantage of his invitation, took leave, and drove to Lvov’s.

See you all next week!
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        coltee_cuckoldee (+3)

        It looks like Metrov and Levin believe in the opposite viewpoints and neither are willing to truly understand the other's perspective.
Levin considers himself to be better than everyone around him. He probably thought that Metrov would never believe in his views and since Metrov held "wrong" beliefs, he didn't bother trying to understand his beliefs.
Levin knows that Metrov would not be in support. He cannot seem to handle criticism and I am not surprised that the high views he held for Metrov quickly disintegrated.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+5)

        Sorry I’ve got nothing. I zoned out during this chapter.


    


    
        DernhelmLaughed (+3)

         He views the Russian peasant inn terms of their place within an economy, while Levin views the Russian peasant within a system of "biological laws". There is contextual overlap in both theories, though.
 A bit hilarious that Levin is doing the same thing as Metrov, not really listening but waiting for his chance to opine.
* Levin tells himself that he and Metrov would be better off independently developing their theories. Or is Levin protecting himself from criticism? It would not be the first time we see Levin kid himself about his motives.


    

Part 7 - Chapter 4

    Discussion from r/yearofannakarenina (2023)

 What did you think about Lvov and Natalia? How does the marriage of this couple compare to other marriages in the story?
 There is a lot of emphasis on the beauty of Lvov and Natalia. Also it seems for Levin, that the two have raised their children perfectly. Why do Lvov and Natalia make such a perfect impression on Levin?


[...] while in his (Lvov) beautiful hand [...]



[...] entrance of the beauty Natalia [...]



Lvov said, with his beautiful smile [...]

 Why do you think do Lvov and Levin get along so well?



If one had not a support in religion—you remember we talked about that—no father could bring children up relying on his own strength alone without that help.

Do you agree with that?
* Anything else you'd like to discuss?
Final line:


"Come, let us go."
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        coltee_cuckoldee (+2)

        I think this might be the happiest couple we've seen so far. They seem to enjoy one another's company and I like the fact that Lvov is actually concerned about his kids and is trying to improve himself to set a good example for them.
I think Levin looks at their marriage as a standard to aspire to. They are clearly good looking and seem to be in love with one another. Lvov seems like a family man and I would be surprised if he cheated on his wife. Levin knows the true nature of certain other relationships (specifically Dolly and Stiva's) and since this is so different from what he's used to, he has a high opinion of them.
Lvov seems to be very easy going and friendly while not having any of the bad habits that Stiva had (frequenting women, overspending, not taking care of his family). Levin clearly respects Lvov a lot and we know that Levin only seems to get along with people he truly respects- he cannot be fake and therefore cannot be close to someone who has very different morals.
I was kind of surprised by this line. I did not expect any of the characters (except Madame Stahl) to be religious in nature. I guess religion does provide a set of rules and some tasks become easier when we know what is expected from us.
Favorite line: "If you look for perfection, you will never be satisfied."


    


    
        DernhelmLaughed (+2)

         A marriage that seems functional and caring. They work together to figure out a plan for their outing(s) that day. That's more communicative than we've seen with the Karenins and Oblonskys, even more than Anna and Vronsky.
 Does Levin actually know them well? Hard to tell if it is all just surface shine masking problems.
 No clash of egos. Similar intellect and interests. That's the Goldilocks zone for Levin's social interactions.
 This is in the context of "education of character". Lvov seems to be implying that religion can be used to guide the parenting efforts on that score, and thus, there is some utility provided by religion there.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+3)

        I remember Levin seeing the Shtcherbatskaya family as the picture perfect family and wanting to marry into it. I think he tends to idealize the family members (Natalia) (was she one he wanted to originally marry or was it Dolly?). And he looks through rose colored glasses on the surface. Dolly’s family seemed perfect until he saw all the troubles beneath the surface.
I am looking forward to the “attack” on Stiva. Levin doesn’t seem to have any money either so hopefully Lviv can lead the conversation.


    


    
        DernhelmLaughed (+2)

        

I think he tends to idealize the family members (Natalia) (was she one he wanted to originally marry or was it Dolly?).

Nice reminder! He did think of wooing Kitty's sisters first, didn't he?


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+5)

        Interesting perspective from 2021 comments on the beauty comment. It wouldn’t let me link to the comment for some reason. So I copied it below.
I think Lvov is depicted as a foil to Oblonsky: he is a devoted husband and father who takes his children’s education and his wife’s needs seriously (unlike Oblonsky, who fails to consider that Dolly has a life of her own and does nothing to bring his children up well). As a result, Natalia retains her great beauty (unlike Dolly, who has lost her looks) and gets to pursue her own social life (unlike Dolly, whose social circle comprises her family and sister-in-law), and Lvov and Natalia’s children are portrayed a lot more positively than Oblonsky’s and Dolly’s.
Lvov and Natalia are such a loving and lovely couple (I loved Tolstoy’s description of Lvov smiling at what Natalia said and touching her hand, and Natalia tidying up his things). Reading about them makes me smile, but considering that “happy families are all alike; each unhappy family is unhappy in its own way”, there’s probably not much more to write about them after a couple of chapters 😂


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+5)

        Lvov was considerate enough not to view his wife as a breeder. By my best count, Dolly has given birth nine times, with six living children her husband doesn’t worry much about supporting.
Natalia has two children (unknown whether any have died.) Of course she has managed to stay a lovely woman.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+3)

        Yep that would sum it up!


    

Part 7 - Chapter 5

    Discussion from r/yearofannakarenina (2023)

 What did you think of the atmosphere in the theatre, and Levin’s feeling like he is the only one paying attention to the music?
 What do you make of Levin’s desire to form his own opinions of everything, even in questions that seem quite out of his field?
 What did you think about Levin's critique of the music? Does it fit with other aspects of his character?
 Is Tolstoy just using Levin to express his own opinions on the various art forms?
 How do you think Levin's visit to Count Bol -- which he has been putting off -- will go?
 Anything else you'd like to discuss?
Final line:


"I’ll still be there."
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        coltee_cuckoldee (+2)

        High society folks probably visited the theatre in order to socialize so I'm not surprised that most people are busy doing their own thing. However, it does look like Levin isn't the only one who is paying attention to the music. I get this not-like-other-men vibe from Levin since he always seems to think he's the only one doing something the "right way".
I was surprised he even had something to criticize. He has never been interested in music/theatre/performance arts so I'm shocked that he believes he knows enough to have a proper opinion about what's being played. Levin's character makes me roll my eyes at times. He seems to be knowledgeable and has an opinion on everything (farming, politics, music, selling land, etc) but he's against education (and has likely not received formal education) so I don't understand how he has all of this knowledge. Tolstoy clearly modelled Levin after himself and he gives him so many scenes to discuss his theories and participate in debates.
I did not really understand his theories but I'm shocked that Levin is aware of the Wagner school of music.
Yes, and this is what makes this book so hard to read at times. I would prefer to read about Anna but I need to witness Levin drone on about his various theories on various topics.
I'm not sure. Levin seems to be reluctant to visit Count Bol but this is part of his nature, he hates socializing with others.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+2)

        This was an odd chapter. It’s like A montage of Levin visits the city. Doing things Levin wouldn’t normally do. Fish out of water?


    


    
        DernhelmLaughed (+3)

        Is the point of this for Levin to make a show of calling on Count Bol when he is not at home, and thus have done the socially-expected thing without the burden of the actual visit? I didn't really understand that.
It's hilariously ironic that Levin wants to hold definitive opinions about art and politics without having the requisite knowledge to justify those opinions. It's exactly what he chafed at earlier in the book, when people with no knowledge of the agriculture industry elected to give advice.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+3)

        Interesting commentary from prior year discussions. I think some of these may be footnotes too (which I don’t have)
“Two very interesting things were performed at the matinée concert. One was a fantasia, King Lear on the Heath, and the other was a quartet dedicated to Bach’s memory.”
quartet dedicated to Bach’s memory: like the other piece Levin hears, this is an invention of Tolstoy’s. Leading exponent of the Baroque musical style, and champion of counterpoint, J. S. Bach (1685–1750) was a neglected composer until Mendelssohn conducted an historic performance of the St Matthew Passion in 1829, despite the reverence Mozart and Beethoven both showed for his music in their own compositions. By the 1870s, however, when Levin goes to his concert, at the height of the Romantic movement in music, the ‘Bach revival’ was well under way.
In December 1876, while he was working on Part Seven of Anna Karenina, Tolstoy requested a meeting with Tchaikovsky, whom he harangued about Beethoven’s failings as a composer. He was given a private performance of Tchaikovsky’s First Quartet (1871), in which he was moved to tears by the Russian folk song in its second movement.
—Bartlett
“Levin argued that the mistake Wagner and all his followers made was in wanting music to cross over into the sphere of another art form”
Levin generalizes and oversimplifies the aim of Richard Wagner (1813–83) to revive the spirit of ancient tragedy by combining poetry with the expressive power of symphonic music to transform opera into ‘music drama’. Levin mistakenly believes Wagner sought for music and poetry to stray into each other’s territory, whereas Wagner’s stated goal was for them to be combined in an organic way.
Wagner’s Ring cycle was first performed in Bayreuth in 1876, and was hotly discussed throughout Europe, including Russia, where very little of his music had yet been heard at that point. Tolstoy’s knowledge of Wagner’s music at this time was probably close to non-existent, but later on his partial attendance of a performance of Siegfried in 1896 would lead to a blistering critique in his treatise What is Art? (1897).
—Bartlett
Like Levin, Tolstoy considered the operas of Richard Wagner (1813–83) and the musical ‘trend’ that followed from them another form of programme music. His strongest attack on Wagner and his theory of the Gesamtkunstwerk (total or composite work of art) appears in What Is Art?
—P&V


    


    
        DernhelmLaughed (+2)

        Thanks for pointing these out. It's interesting to realize that we're having the music presented to us through Tolstoy's perspective, and then further filtered through the theater audience in the book, and Levin and his interlocutors.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+2)

        I feel like he uses Levin often as his personal viewpoints as I understand it. It is interesting


    

Part 7 - Chapter 6

    Discussion from r/yearofannakarenina (2023)

 How did you feel when reading about Levin's awkward social visit? Does his attitude annoy you, or do you respect him for his disdain of superficiality?
 What do you make of these seemingly pointless social calls one is expected to make in society, and people repeating the same conversations as they run out of things to say?
 What do you think Kitty is doing at home while all this is going on?
 Anything else you'd like to discuss?
Final line:


After driving home with his sister-in-law, and finding Kitty in good spirits and quite well, Levin drove to the club.
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        coltee_cuckoldee (+3)

        I can understand what he's feeling. He clearly is not comfortable with the host and is feeling awkward around them but he's somewhat forced to make small talk. His attitude does not annoy him and I can relate to him as I have the same feeling when visiting distant relatives.
I think in certain parts of the world, younger kids are still expected to visit their elders and since there is a clear generation gap, the two end up making awkward small talk. I can relate to this as growing up in a desi household, I was dragged to a bunch of relatives' houses and was forced to make conversation with them.
She's probably resting or spending time on an activity (knitting, etc).
Favorite line: "Sending him abroad is much the same as punishing a carp by putting it in the water."


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+5)

        Another chapter showing us how uncomfortable Levin is in the city. His attitude doesn’t annoy me, but Tolstoy will begin to annoy me if he keeps this up. I get it. Levin’s an introvert trying to do all the expected activities, spending too much money while he’s at it. He will be much more comfortable back home with Kitty and his own household.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+3)

        

Tolstoy will begin to annoy me 


I so agree.

    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+3)

        I said earlier it was like Levin visits the city and does a bunch of stuff he doesn’t normally do. It’s all quite odd.


    


    
        DernhelmLaughed (+3)

        On the one hand, it demonstrates that these perfunctory social visits are time-consuming, with dubious returns, and that Levin is right to eschew society for more "noble" goals such as agricultural improvements, or his family. On the other hand, there is substantial advantage in having social connections, but Levin doesn't know how to cultivate this aspect of life. Perhaps Levin would be more inclined to socialize if he thought of it as a skill to be honed, or a trick to game the system.


    

Part 7 - Chapter 7

    Discussion from r/yearofannakarenina (2023)

 What were your impressions of the club?
 Why was Levin so at ease here?
* Anything else you'd like to discuss?
Final line:


 "Let us go."
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        coltee_cuckoldee (+4)

        It sounded like a fun place for the gentleman to go relax. I imagined it to be similar to the clubs shown in Bridgerton- a fancy place for men to discuss sports, politics, etc and lots of alcohol.
He's drunk and he is in an environment that is familiar to him. He's surrounded by his friends so he feels comfortable with the atmosphere.
I'm glad that Levin and Vronsky were able to get over the awkwardness/hostility that existed in their previous meeting. It also seems like Vronsky is doing unbelievably well since this is his second prize.


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+5)

        This is a men’s club that exists to make the members comfortable. Levin has been a member for a long time and knows a lot of people; he doesn’t have to worry about impressing anyone.
He’s surely been a member longer than Vronsky, who’s younger than he is and is mostly in Petersburg. He’s able to have a comfortable conversation with him in the company of friends.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+2)

        I feel like Tolstoy is stalling us on Levin, setting up some big burn to come. That is my hope.


    


    
        DernhelmLaughed (+5)

         Seemed to be a place where everyone was congenial and at ease with each other. And Levin and Vronsky met with little awkwardness!
 This place allowed Levin to feel at ease. It was familiar to him, the people were nice to him, he fit in and understood the rules of behavior, and he was interested in the people and the conversations they had. One does wonder how long it takes for him to acclimatize himself to new environments. Then again, wariness is not a bad thing. One can be oblivious to the creeping dangers of a new (dangerous) situation, like a pot containing an oblivious frog in slowly boiling water.


    

Part 7 - Chapter 8

    Discussion from r/yearofannakarenina (2023)

 What did you think about all the activities available at the club? Does this type of institution exist where you live?
 What do you think Kitty thinks about these men's clubs? Would she approve of Levin spending his time there?
 Do you think Levin is fixed in his ways or could he be influenced by the fun loving Vronsky and Stepan Oblonsky?
 Anything else you'd like to discuss?
Final line:


..and swinging his arms he walked through all the rooms to the way out.

See you all next week!
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        coltee_cuckoldee (+3)

        I haven't been to any such place but I'm sure they exist in my city. The club reminded me of the ones shown in Bridgerton S1 (where Anthony and Simon would meet up) and I'm surprised that there was no mention of prostitutes/dancers hanging out over here.
I don't think she would approve of his actions. I don't think he would cheat on her but he's adopting certain bad behaviors from Stiva. I was also surprised by how he participated in the betting/gambling and didn't think twice before losing 40 roubles.
I think he is currently being influenced by the fun-loving Vronsky and Stiva but I do not expect him to continue to behave in this manner. I'm sure when he sobers up, he will realize how he acted and since he looks down on Stiva for behaving like this, he will be ashamed of himself.


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+2)

        Everything a gentleman could want, apparently. Being female, I don't know what activities are available at the majority-male clubs in my area but I'm pretty sure they aren't exactly like that.
Kitty's father is a member, and clearly enjoys the place. She'd expect her husband to spend time there when he was in Moscow, and he probably would, though not as much as Stiva. But they'll be going back to the country where lifestyles are different. Which is good, because he seems to be dropping a lot of roubles.
I notice Levin is swinging his arms at the beginning and end of the chapter. Probably a sign that he's feeling comfortable and confident.


    


    
        DernhelmLaughed (+2)

         No egg-rolling organizations near me, alas.
 Kitty might be relieved that Levin is making friends with more "sociable" people. This would be closer to the life she led before marriage. Perhaps she misses that.
* It's a very ordinary men's club, not dangerous unknown territory. Levin just needs to find something his speed and he'll have a good time. It's not like the man's ventured into the Wild West on a pioneer wagon, shooting at bears.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+2)

        I am glad that Levin seems to enjoy them after all his other boring social visits and he gets to meet Anna. I am looking forward to it!


    

Part 7 - Chapter 9

    Discussion from r/yearofannakarenina (2023)

 What do you make of Levin finding Anna alluring?
 What is the special quality missing from the portrait that Levin sees in the flesh?
 If Anna's beauty has had such a profound effect on Levin, will Kitty notice any change in him on his return home? How would she react?
 How do you expect Levin and Anna’s first conversation will go? Do you think they will become friends or remain distant?
* Anything else you'd like to discuss?
Final line:


She was less dazzling in reality, but in the flesh there was also something new and alluring about her that was not in the portrait.
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        coltee_cuckoldee (+2)

        Anna is obviously very beautiful but I'm sure there's something in the way she carries herself that drives men crazy. Kitty has also been described to be very beautiful but she does not seem to have that effect on men.
I think her aura was probably missing from the portrait and Levin was surprised to see it when he saw her in flesh.
I think he might behave differently in front of Kitty but I don't think it's Anna's beauty that is causing this effect. He is definitely dazzled by her but I doubt that he would still be thinking about her when he reaches home. He will likely feel guilty as he drank a lot at the gentleman's club and visited Anna in this state. Kitty might feel incredibly hurt because Levin has met a woman that was indirectly responsible for her first heartbreak. She's pregnant so I'm sure she would feel highly insecure by his actions.
I think they will talk about farming/politics (one of Levin's interests) and Anna's knowledge about the subject will greatly fascinate Levin. It was previously mentioned that she's been spending time reading books so I'm sure she's clearly knowledgeable when it comes to a lot of subjects. I think Anna will put him at ease and he will enjoy her company.


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+2)

        I think most people find Anna alluring. She's beautiful and she knows how to make good conversation. A portrait (any portrait) doesn't carry the full impact of the subject's personality.
Kitty will probably be annoyed that her husband visited Anna but she'll get over it. Both of them will soon be distracted (understatement) by Kitty giving birth and the new baby. There will be no room for Anna in their lives.
I think Anna will be very charming and make Levin comfortable. But would he go back for a visit without Kitty (which is how I'd define "friends")? I doubt it.
Anna has done a good job building a life for herself without going out in society. But it can't go on forever.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+3)

        Hmmmm. I don’t know what to make of Levin finding Anna alluring. I am getting an icky feeling from it though.
I suspect Levin will take his puppy love for Anna and eat up everything she says.
Do Anna has taken in another family, is teaching their boys, writing a children’s book. But doesn’t mention her daughter still. Sad.


    


    
        DernhelmLaughed (+2)

         Anna seems to dazzle any newcomer. So, not a surprise that Levin's first impression of Anna is of a rizzed up beauty.
 Probably it's her presence and proximity that makes Anna less an abstract idealized woman and more real and magnetic.
 I wonder if this might cause the return of Kitty's jealousy, just as when Vronsky ditched Kitty for Anna. Or maybe Kitty no longer views Anna as a rival.
 Anna and Levin's close circles are fairly enmeshed, so they are not really perfect strangers. But it remains to be seen if their prior knowledge of each other will facilitate a quicker friendship, or lend any degree of intimacy.


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+2)

        Interesting about their "enmeshed" circles. Levin and Stiva have been friends since their youth, but Levin has never met Stiva's sister? That does seem strange.


    

Part 7 - Chapter 10

    Discussion from r/yearofannakarenina (2023)

 What do you think it is that causes Anna and Levin to have such an immediate connection?
 What do you make of the contrast between the superficial conversations Levin has been having all day at public gatherings, and the effortless, natural conversations he has with Anna?
 Levin is smitten by Anna. Do you think the feeling is mutual? (question from Ander)
 Why is Anna so interested in tutoring the English girl?
 As Anna says goodbye to Levin, she half closes her eyes and passes on a message to Kitty. What did you think about that?
 Anything else you'd like to discuss?
Final line:


"Certainly, yes, I will tell her..." Levin said, blushing.
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        Rudddxdx (+2)

        To the first point: I recall Levin's glance at his blushing expression in the mirror, his pre-conceived sense of guilt (as he questions the propriety of his visit in relation to Kitty), and also his reassuring himself that he "is not too drunk."
Now that (2 minutes ago) I've completed the chapter, I can't help but wonder whether Levin's response to Anna is a direct result of how he had set himself up unconsciously, and that much of the elation and natural attraction he experiences, compounded by the portrait, produces an exaggerated effect on his psyche.  I feel I need to say more, but I'm still digesting it.  This was a heavy chapter, maybe one of the most significant of the novel.


    


    
        coltee_cuckoldee (+3)

        Anna has always had such a magnetic personality but I believe that both of these characters are living honestly (might seem weird that I'm using the word honest to describe Anna's situation considering that her adultery was responsible for it but her secret is out in the open and everyone is free to judge her) and are social outcasts (Anna has been rejected by society whereas Levin was never a part of it to begin with). I think they are able to understand each other's situation and therefore have this immediate connection.
It's her nature- she seems to be very intuitive (she knows what to say when) and genuinely pays attention to the person in front of her. One thing that struck out to me was how she looked at Levin for approval when she mentioned Vronsky's name.
No, I'm sure she has this effect on men and is used to them fawning all over her. She probably respects him and is only interested in being friends/acquainted with him.
Her sudden interest in the English girl is surprising. I think she's bored at home and is willing to take on tasks that she previously did not have time for. She's also currently alone and has no friends other than Dolly/Stiva so she likely wants to invest her time doing some good deeds in order to feel better about herself. She seems to have no interest in her own daughter and I'm worried that this sort of childhood will negatively affect the child.
I think she meant well but I found it odd as she pretty much said that she wishes that Kitty wouldn't cheat on Levin.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+3)

        Anna is very charismatic and a good hostess. I remember when we first met her everyone loved her. Then I got to know her (inside her head and through Vronksy) and realized she is a total head case and I personally didn’t enjoy being around her.
Levin and Anna are both generally Intelligent and optimist people who don’t like to get adversarial in conversations and like to learn. It doesn’t surprise me they would get along.
The half closed eyes - is it the morphine addiction or her blocking out things she doesn’t like to think about.
Her parting message was heartbreaking. It just made me sad for her.  For some reason this passage struck me as more tragic than any other we have read so far. Like she is begging for a friend. And all she can invite is someone she screwed over.


    


    
        DernhelmLaughed (+4)

         The frank intellectual conversation is attractive to both of them. There is no apparent posturing or jockeying for advantage between them.
 It's probably made Levin more at ease to actually connect with someone intellectually. The superficial conversations sounded exhausting and (to Levin) a waste of time.
 Could be a genuine connection, but I think Levin lacks the savvy to tell if Anna was maneuvering the conversation to produce this reaction from him. I can see Anna charming Levin for her own entertainment or satisfaction.
 Not sure if this is altruism, performative charity, or using her as a substitute for her daughter. There's some avoidant behavior in Anna's keeping her daughter at a distance.
* Seems like a risky way to reach out to someone who might still be aggrieved at you. Without having first made peace with Kitty, Anna probably shouldn't send casual greetings to Kitty, much less enlist Kitty's very own husband.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+3)

        

Could be a genuine connection, but I think Levin lacks the savvy to tell if Anna was maneuvering the conversation to produce this reaction from him. I can see Anna charming Levin for her own entertainment or satisfaction.

Ah, yes, you are right, this is probably true. But…ouch


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+4)

        It is said of many successful politicians that they talk to every person as if that person were the only one in the room. Anna seems to have that ability, and Levin thinks he's special. He's enjoying the attention.
No, Anna is not smitten by Levin. I think she probably does like him, but not more than most other people who are willing to visit her. She may be especially interested in him because he's Kitty's husband, but not because he's so personally charming.
I was annoyed by this remark:


"I know about you," she said to Levin; "that you're not a public-spirited citizen, and I have defended you to the best of my ability."


"How have you defended me?"
"Oh, according to the attacks made on you.  But won't you have some tea?”I had to go back to Dolly's visit to Vronsky's estate to see what she might have meant, and I did see at dinner Anna said she agreed with Levin about the importance (or lack thereof) of being involved in public life. I think she was more interested in having Vronsky spend more time with her though. The one who actually defended Levin on that visit was Dolly. And now, there was no need at all for Anna to bring up any "attacks" that Levin didn't know about.
I don't know why Anna has become so interested in the English girl. Maybe she just needs somebody new to make her feel better about herself.
I recall on Dolly's visit we were told Anna half closed her eyes when an uncomfortable subject came to mind. Kitty should certainly be an uncomfortable recollection.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+3)

        Thanks for looking back at the “attacks”. Wow this was manipulative of her.


    


    
        DernhelmLaughed (+3)

        

Kitty should certainly be an uncomfortable recollection.

One would hope so. And yet, Anna wants Levin to mention her to Kitty without knowing if this would make Kitty sad.


    

Part 7 - Chapter 11

    Discussion from r/yearofannakarenina (2023)

 What do you make of Kitty calling Anna a nasty, bewitching woman?



...only by confessing that a feeling of pity, in conjunction with the wine he had drunk, had been too much for him, that he had succumbed to Anna’s artful influence, and that he would avoid her.

Do you think Levin is shifting blame onto the alcohol and to Anna herself?
 Do you think Levin will make good on his promise to avoid Anna in the future?
 Is it really morally wrong for Levin to admire Anna and to notice her beauty and intelligence?
* Anything else you'd like to discuss?
Final line:


Only at three o’clock were they sufficiently reconciled to be able to fall asleep.
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        coltee_cuckoldee (+3)

        It looks like Kitty is insecure about herself and I am sure that she's exhausted by her pregnancy. I don't blame her as she's very young and she must have panicked when she found out that Levin visited Anna after drinking.
Yes, I'm not surprised by his behavior, though. He's trying to calm his wife down but it would have been better if he had just admitted his mistake and promised to never see Anna alone again.
I think he will try to avoid Anna but he might end up running into her.
No, but I was surprised by how taken he was by her. We've never seen him even look in another woman's direction so it is certainly disappointing that he was completely dazzled by her appearance. It's also interesting to note how sympathetic he was towards her when he's been so repulsed by "immoral" women in the past. I expected him to be disgusted (she had an affair and gave birth before marriage) but he's actually feeling sorry for her? I didn't expect Anna's pretty privilege to be this powerful.


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+5)

        My translation is “You're in love with that hateful woman; she has bewitched you!”
From Kitty's point of view, she ruined about a year of Kitty's life, and I don't disagree that she made a point of "bewitching" Levin. And the wine may have affected Levin's judgment, so he's not lying. I think he will avoid Anna, and once the baby is born they'll head back to the country.
I'm impressed with the way Kitty and Kostya talk through their issues, and apparently don't give up until they've reconciled.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+4)

        I was a bit thrown off by Kitty’s reaction. I expected her to be a little upset but I did not expect her to have such hatred.
I think Levin used pity to gain Kitty’s support in his conversation with Anna. He probably is at odds in his head because he really enjoyed his time but needs to make it sound less appealing to Kitty. If it had been a man, he would have told her how wonderful his visit was. It’s interesting how one person’s jealousy makes the other person hide and downplay things. Pretty typical in a human relationship unfortunately.
I don’t think anything is wrong with him admiring Anna though it did give me an icky feeling when we heard his thoughts about her and his level of admiration. I do think he will go out of way to keep his promise.


    


    
        DernhelmLaughed (+6)

         It stems from Kitty's experience of losing Vronsky (who wasn't that interested in her anyway) to Anna. And now her own husband, Levin, is demonstrating that he, too, is charmed by Anna. Kitty's not wrong in her assessment that Anna is "bewitching", but the "nasty" part reflects Kitty's disadvantage in these incidents.
 Levin is clearly trying to downplay his enjoyment at meeting Anna, and Anna's charms. So he emphasizes that the key factors are neither Anna nor Levin themselves. Pity and wine are the convenient excuses because they would be less threatening to Kitty.
 It will be a lopsided reaction if he doesn't. Levin was very jealous of Veslovsky's attentions to Kitty, though she didn't encourage him beyond being a friendly hostess. And Veslovsky was made to leave the house to assuage Levin's feelings of inadequacy. Now that Kitty is jealous of Levin and Anna, will Levin apply the same measures to distance himself from Anna?
 Not morally wrong, but inconsistent with the expectations of Kitty and Levin's marriage. If Levin couldn't trust Kitty and Veslovsky to have perfectly innocent (yet flirty) social interactions, then Levin shouldn't get to enjoy perfectly innocent (yet flirty) social interactions with Anna. Kitty's distress should be given as much weight as Levin's earlier distress.  Probably the more damaging aspect of this was Levin resorting to lies to placate Kitty, blaming pity and wine for enjoying Anna's company.


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+5)

        Good comparison with the Veslovsky incident.


    

Part 7 - Chapter 12

    Discussion from r/yearofannakarenina (2023)

\ Why does Anna need to constantly prove that she has the power to make men fall in love with her?
&#x200B;
\ Why do you think Anna has to put on some sort of front when interacting with Vronsky?
&#x200B;
\ What do you make of Anna feeling like she “can’t do anything, can’t start anything, can’t change anything”?
&#x200B;
\ Is there anything Anna could do to get out of this cycle of self-pity and anxiety?
&#x200B;
\ What do you think is the hold-up with Alexey Alexandrovich? (Stiva said in 7.9 that it’s something to do with the son)
&#x200B;
\ Anything else you'd like to discuss?
&#x200B;
\*\Final line:\\*
&#x200B;
\> And she felt that beside the love that bound them together there had grown up between them some evil spirit of strife, which she could not exorcise from his, and still less from her own heart.


5 Comments


    
        yearofbot (+1)

        Past years discussions:
- 2020-02-08
- 2021-07-20
I am a bot, and this action was performed automatically. Please contact the moderators of this subreddit if you have any questions or concerns.


    


    
        coltee_cuckoldee (+4)

        Anna is insecure and she tends to place a lot of emphasis on her beauty. She knows that she can easily charm men and it gives her an ego boost when a married man is affected by her. She can't go into society and therefore has fewer interactions with men so that's probably why she tries to charm any man that comes home. I was disgusted by this behavior since she was willing to hurt Kitty in order to validate herself.
She knows that their relationship is at the brink of doom. He's sick of her but treats her well since she has so many outbursts and is so needlessly jealous. She has to put on a front so that he won't be completely repelled by her.
That was sad to read as she is completely helpless in this situation (which she got herself into voluntarily). She's waiting for the divorce to be finalized and cannot marry Vronsky- whom she's suspicious of. I think deep down she's worried that Vronsky may never commit to her- he's probably relieved that this divorce is dragging out.
Sadly, no. She's dug herself in a hole. She cannot leave Vronsky as she is completely dependent on him (especially financially). She would definitely lose custody of Annie since she doesn't have the means to provide for the child and this is not the first child she's losing due to a breakup- I'm sure the courts won't look at this too kindly. She cannot move back to Karenin nor can she go live with Stiva as he is broke herself. She's completely at Vronsky's mercy and she can only live the lavish life she's known as long as she continues to live according to his terms.
I wonder if it's something to do with the custody but Anna has completely abandoned Serezha so I don't think she even wants to fight for it. It could be something that deals with Serezha's inheritance. Karenin will likely pass all of his property/money to Serezha and he might be worried that Anna might be able to access the funds through Serezha.
Random thoughts: I never thought that I would feel bad for Vronsky but his behavior around Anna did the trick. He's clearly walking on eggshells around her and it's obvious that he deals with her tantrums often.
Favorite lines:
"I can do nothing, can begin nothing, can alter nothing."
"The same expression of cold readiness for the conflict appeared on his face."
"How I feel on the brink of calamity, how afraid I am of myself."


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+3)

        I'm just a few pages, Tolstoy paints a vivid picture of two people trapped in the life they've made for themselves, and it's awful. Anna has always been on the edge mentally, and she used to try to ignore her problems and imagine there was some escape. She's starting to think there's no way out, and she's resenting Vronsky because he has more freedom and isn't choosing to always stay home with her. He must not love her, she thinks.
Vronsky does love her, it seems, but he won't give up his entire life for her. When it seems like she's starting to make demands he can't meet, he gets a little defensive. He thinks he's doing the best he can. She thinks his eyes become "more and more cold." Is she right?


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+5)

        This chapter was Chilling….Reading Anna’s perspective was hard to read. She has found a weapon to use against Vronsky. It’s pretty sick in my opinion. He tried to kill himself earlier in the book and now she is threatening to hurt herself to have a Victory in the conversation. Arg!! I am not happy with her right now.
I am trying to keep some empathy for her and her morphine addiction.
Anna needs to prove she is lovable because she feels like Vronsky doesn’t love her as much anymore. And she needs to assure herself she is lovable.
I understand how Anna feels trapped. And wonder if she won’t agree to Karenins terms because they would require her to part with her son. Earlier she said she didn’t want to choose between him and Vronsky. But as I mentioned then, unless Karenin takes her back she has no hope of seeing her son anymore anyway.
She is however creating a cycle of jealousy with Vronsky. He wants a little freedom and she doesn’t want him to have freedom. Things will only get worse as she tries to pin him down. She gave up everything to be with him and can’t stop worrying she will lose him. It’s a tough circular thought process.


    


    
        DernhelmLaughed (+5)

        * Why do you think Anna has to put on some sort of front when interacting with Vronsky?
That's a good way to put it. Anna's presenting a version of herself to Vronsky. Sociable, alluring to men, not a care in the world. A woman that you'd have to pay attention to and woo, lest she be swept off by another admirer. The version of Anna that Vronsky was first attracted to. It feels like Anna is trying to recapture the magic formula that once made Vronsky love her. But she's trying to revert back to her and Vronsky's previous incarnations as new lovers, rather than evolve together as an established couple with children. I thought this was so futile.


    

Part 7 - Chapter 13

    Discussion from r/yearofannakarenina (2023)




There are no conditions to which a man cannot become used, especially if he sees that all around him are living in the same way.

What do you think about this, in relation to Levin's recent out of character behaviour?
 What do you make of Levin’s sudden spirituality?
 Why was it Levin's instinctive reaction to believe that he was to blame for Kitty's suffering?
 What will it be, girl or boy?
* Anything else you'd like to discuss?
Final line:


After jumping into the sleigh beside Kuzma, he told him to drive to the doctor’s.
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        coltee_cuckoldee (+3)

        Levin clearly looked down on Stiva due to the latter's tendency to overspend/overindulge and engage in adulterous affairs. He's realized that he is now at the same level since he's no longer financially secure and thought no better than to gamble.
I don't know if this will last as he seems to go through several phases.
He made her feel insecure and horrible the previous night so he feels guilty and blames himself for causing her pain right before her delivery.
I think it might be a girl. I would hope that Levin's views towards women improve when he starts seeing the world through his daughter's eyes.


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+2)

        My grandfather used to say "a man can get used to hangin', if he hangs long enough." And in Levin's case, especially if he doesn't have the option to do what he normally does, which is run his business and property. He isn't expected to stay with Kitty all the time, and he's done what the Prince and Stiva do: go to the club and other "masculine" activities. He's spending too much money, and it's a good thing they aren't staying much longer.
And now the event they've been waiting for has arrived. Kitty keeps saying she isn't afraid, and telling him not to be frightened. It reminded me that in those times how much more dangerous this was for mother and baby than it is now. Kitty knows women who have died in childbirth, and Dolly has lost more than one child. She has to keep telling herself not to be afraid.  Levin, of course, is afraid. And if he has to blame somebody for her suffering... well, he got her pregnant, so I suppose technically he is to blame.
And as to Levin's calling to God for help -- I've heard it said there's a God-shaped hole in everyone's heart, and also that there are no atheists in foxholes. I'm pretty sure there are atheists in foxholes, but I'm a Christian and I believe in the "God-shaped hole." Levin thinks he's an unbeliever; I think he's more of a skeptic, and in crisis he's bypassing his skepticism and praying for God's mercy. I suspect this is another instance where Tolstoy is describing his own experience, and the start of his/Levin's spiritual growth.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+3)

        It’s interesting that Levin feels he fell under the influence of Stiva and Vronksy’s lifestyles. I suppose this is true. He was acting in a way that was normal for that crowd. I am glad he sees this and wants to stay away.
I think Levin is wanting to keep Kitty and his future child safe and turns to spirituality as would be normal for many people in life changing circumstances.


    


    
        DernhelmLaughed (+3)

        Recently, Levin had met new people, in social settings that were new for him. And he had navigated these new situations better than his previous behavior would have led the reader to expect. Perhaps the quote refers to broadening of horizons and re-calibration of social norms.
I found it interesting that Levin's attitude towards Anna seems to have shifted, and he now viewed her as a fallen woman, rather than as an alluring and intellectual woman. Was it Kitty's distress that made him change his attitude, or his own self-reflection?


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+3)

        

I found it interesting that Levin's attitude towards Anna seems to have shifted, and he now viewed her as a fallen woman, rather than as an alluring and intellectual woman. Was it Kitty's distress that made him change his attitude, or his own self-reflection?

I took it that Levin was caught up in the flashiness of Stiva, Anna and Vronsky and their lifestyles. Once he got away from them he saw more clearly how he was just enamored briefly and likely questioned everything about his positive experiences.
On a side note, I just realized wasn’t he supposed to talk to Stiva about finances at some point?


    


    
        DernhelmLaughed (+2)

        That's a good point about "getting caught up" in the mindset of other people around you. Levin was acting one way when he was with Vronsky, Stiva and Anna, and now another way after seeing how Kitty felt about Anna. These all seem to be elaborations on a theme, as in the quote in the post.
I can't remember if Levin was supposed to discuss anything with Stiva.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+3)

        Ah ha I found it in the second chapter of this section. Ironic.
From kitty “Do you know that Dolly’s position is becoming utterly impossible? She’s in debt all round; she hasn’t a penny. We were talking yesterday with mamma and Arseny” (this was her sister’s husband Lvov), “and we determined to send you with him to talk to Stiva. It’s really unbearable. One can’t speak to papa about it.... But if you and he...” “Why, what can we do?” said Levin. “You’ll be at Arseny’s, anyway; talk to him, he will tell what we decided.”


    


    
        DernhelmLaughed (+2)

        Thanks for finding that! I wonder if that will come into play later in the story.


    

Part 7 - Chapter 14

    Discussion from r/yearofannakarenina (2023)

\ What do you make of the nonchalance of the doctor and chemist?
&#x200B;
\ How do you explain Levin's loss of sense of time?
&#x200B;
\ How does Levin's behaviour during his wife's labour compare to the death of his brother?
&#x200B;
\ Levin pleads for God's help. Do you think he will change his views on religion after the birth of his child?
&#x200B;
\ Anything else you'd like to discuss?
&#x200B;
\\Final line:\\*
&#x200B;
\> But as soon as he saw her meek, smiling face and heard her say, ‘I’ve worn you out,’ he would blame God, and when he remembered about God he would immediately pray for forgiveness and mercy.
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        helenofyork (+3)

        Levin is charming in this chapter. The anxiety of his beloved wife giving birth makes him act crazy!


    


    
        coltee_cuckoldee (+3)

        They're used to panicking husbands who are awaiting the delivery of their firstborn. They seem to be immune to the worry of their husbands.
He's stressed out about Kitty and his child and has no idea what to do in this situation. His behavior last night caused Kitty a lot distress and I'm sure he regrets that thoroughly.
This is an occasion of joy whereas that was an occasion to mourn. It's surprising how different Levin felt and behaved during these two scenarios. He did not act much during his brother's death (Kitty was mainly giving out orders) and didn't seem so emotionally affected.
I think he might become a bit more religious after the birth of his kid but I'm not sure if he'll continue to remain religious.
Favorite line: "In the contemplation of this sublime something, the soul was exalted to inconceivable heights of which it had before had no conception, while reason lagged behind, unable to keep up with it."


    


    
        DernhelmLaughed (+3)

         They are unruffled because this is routine for them, and even Levin's anxiety as a first-time expectant father is something they have seen a million times.
 He is overstimulated, anxious and his mind is flitting to another traumatic family medical event. It must be so disorientating.
 They are both dangerous situations, and once again, Levin must feel a sense of helplessness, and rely on a proxy to render medical care to his family. 
 As much as Levin's mindset is rooted in science and logic, when he needs some extra help from the supernatural, he implores God to help. Couldn't that be viewed as a rational move? After all, if it could possibly help Kitty, Levin will avail himself of all possible assistance. Doctors, porters, chemists. Anyone and everyone who could help is added to the team. Why remove divine intervention from it?


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+5)

        It makes sense that the doctor and chemist have seen many a labor and understand Levin is a new father-to-be worried about his wife.  The doctor was amazing in his patience. So sweet.
Levin was experiencing flash backs to his brother dying with all the coming and goings and pain. But it seems he was more aligned with understanding that this experience was bringing new life not taking one.
I wonder if Levin will become more spiritual. He may well forget everything he prayed for and wait until another crisis emerges. Or Tolstoy may feel like leading us on a path to Levins religious journey. It should be interesting.
I appreciated that Levin was worried about Kitty and her well-being which is why he was so stressed. I picture Stiva just off drinking somewhere waiting to hear if it’s a boy  while Dolly gave birth to her first.


    


    
        DernhelmLaughed (+2)

        

But it seems he was more aligned with understanding that this experience was bringing new life not taking one.

That's a good observation. Levin, on some level, understands that distinction.


    

Part 7 - Chapter 15

    Discussion from r/yearofannakarenina (2023)

 Did you think this was a realistic portrayal of an expectant father during the birth of his first child?
 What did you think of Kitty’s moments of worst suffering, where Levin briefly believed she was going to die?
 What do you make of Levin’s difficulty with the idea of the new baby boy emerging into the world?
 Why do you think this birth is described to us in such great detail, whereas Anna’s birth of Annie was completely skipped over?
* Anything else you'd like to discuss?
Final line:


It seemed somehow excessive to him, an over-abundance to which he took a long time to become accustomed.
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        coltee_cuckoldee (+3)

        I guess it was. I could understand Levin's fears and his sudden desire to start praying. He was clearly terrified and was unable to think of anything other than his wife's health.
She was clearly terrified as well. I was surprised by how she was directing her maids to prepare for her labor (and this is her first child so she's never experienced childbirth). She was very loving towards Levin as there were descriptions of her smiling at him but she was unable to do so during the moments of worst suffering.
I think he's just in disbelief. It has now dawned on him that he is a parent and is responsible for another life.
Since Levin is a semi-autobiographical character, I wonder if this birth was described in great detail in order to reflect the birth of Tolstoy's first child (a son just like Levin's).


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+5)

        This was an amazing description, and gave me the impression this really was a difficult birth, not just the typical father’s anxiety. When the child was born the midwife’s cry of “Alive!” made me think she’d expected otherwise.
Why didn’t Tolstoy describe Anna’s experience in the same detail? Possibly because it would have been too horrific; she was in danger of dying.


    


    
        DernhelmLaughed (+3)

         Realistic. It was very in-character for Levin, at least.
 Very believable. We experience all of this through Levin. First time father who has no real idea of what the birthing process involves. So we follow his train of thought as he blames himself for getting his wife pregnant, hears Kitty shrieking until he thinks she is no longer Kitty, and Levin wishes for everyone to die to end this agony. He would have quite preferred anyone and everyone to die to bring this ordeal to an end.
 It is likely the trauma of the birth that is preventing Levin from viewing this as a beginning rather than as an end.
 Perhaps this reflects the parents' feeling of involvement in the birth of the child, or the perception of danger, or the novelty of the experience. With Anna and Vronsky, they do not seem to be involved parents to their daughter. Plus, that was not Anna's first experience with childbirth. But here, Levin is our eyes and ears, and he is hyper-vigilant about every danger and sensation that he and Kitty experience. Also, I wonder if there is more danger implied for Kitty, with a midwived home birth rather than a hospital and doctors, and the rural setting of the birth.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+4)

        I couldn’t even process the danger for Kitty. I was going to have to stop reading if anything happened to her like Anna.


    


    
        DernhelmLaughed (+3)

        It would be hard to read.
We haven't gotten the POV of childbirth from either of those expectant mothers, possibly because it would be improper in Tolstoy's time to describe that experience in much detail. Also, Tolstoy being a man would not be able to describe it with firsthand knowledge. But it struck me that this very big part of women's lives just happens behind closed doors, until we hear Kitty's shrieking in this chapter.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+5)

        You are so right. Reading an older comment many chapters ago, I saw that Tolstoy was around for his wife’s first birth and he found it very traumatic.  Levin is basically Tolstoy’s mouthpiece so it’s no surprise he wrote from his own experience and perspective I suppose.
Random rabbit hole from Wikipedia. “His wife Sophia was pregnant 16 times; three of her pregnancies ended in miscarriages. The Tolstoys had 13 children, eight of whom survived childhood.”


    


    
        DernhelmLaughed (+3)

        Wow, that explains a lot. Thanks for the context. You're spot on; Levin is standing in for Tolstoy.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+5)

        I thought Tolstoy did a great job letting us into the mind of the expectant father and specifically Levin.
I feel bad for him that he misinterpreted the Doctor saying this is the end. But he recovered.
I think Levin is just trying to wrap his head around being a father and having responsibility for a baby. It seems appropriate that it’s not all perfect love but is wrapped in our anxiety about how we will perform.
I think the description was provided to show us how Levin feels about Kitty and to get to know him better. We did get to see how Anna was after her labor and her ensuing depression. I personally think one detailed labor scene per book is adequate.


    


    
        DernhelmLaughed (+3)

        Yes, I thought the entire chapter viewed through Levin's eyes was very in-character for him.


    

Part 7 - Chapter 16

    Discussion from r/yearofannakarenina (2023)

 What do you make of Levin’s rising estimation of “the woman’s world”?
 What do you think about the way Levin sees Kitty as "unearthly"?
 Why did Levin react initially with disgust and compassion on seeing his newborn son? Do you think the difficulty to feel a fatherly instinct is typical of new fathers?
 How do you expect the newborn will affect Kitty and Levin’s relationship and way of life?
* Anything else you'd like to discuss?
Final line:


And this sense was so painful at first, the apprehension lest this helpless creature should suffer was so intense, that it prevented him from noticing the strange thrill of senseless joy and even pride that he had felt when the baby sneezed.
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        coltee_cuckoldee (+2)

        He's clearly starting to respect women now that he's seen how much his wife suffered in order to give birth to his son. I hope this signals a change in his views towards women.
He's almost dazzled by her post-birth. He's witnessed this entire process yet he cannot seem to believe it.
I don't think Levin has been around with many babies (especially newborns) so the sight of one probably surprised him. However, he seems to be in awe of his child when Lizaveta was preparing him. I think the difficulty to feel a fatherly instinct is more common than expected since the father's are not tangibly connected to the child throughout the pregnancy.
I think their relationship will improve and Levin will become more selfless and caring towards his wife.


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+5)

        Levin now has insight into what women go through to bring children into the world, and he’s in awe. (If it ever occurs to him that Dolly has gone through this eight or nine times, he may promote her to sainthood.)
Levin’s reaction is presumably how Tolstoy felt, but I don’t know if it’s typical, or whether fathers today have a similar reaction to what it was in the 1800s. Today, the father would be holding the baby, not just watching the midwife wrap him up like a doll.
So the baby is named Dmitri, after Levin’s father. I had thought he might be a junior Konstantin.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+5)

        I think Levin sees his son as a source of anxiety. As someone else he has to worry about. He is always so concerned about Kitty. Now he has to worry about a helpless being too. He is just being an overly anxious new father.
I do think they will bond over this baby and love it together. Levin will of course be a helicopter parent.


    


    
        DernhelmLaughed (+5)

        This is a moment of profound change for both Kitty and Levin, and Levin feels like his life has transcended the mundane everyday concerns that other people are discussing. Levin seems to be in a state of shock, and is slowly recovering from the anguish and terror that he experienced while witnessing Kitty's painful ordeal. Levin is riding a wave of euphoria now, and full of admiration for what Kitty endured and accomplished. He practically wants to give Kitty a medal for going through childbirth.


    

Part 7 - Chapter 17

    Discussion from r/yearofannakarenina (2023)

 What does Dolly's refusal to sell off the last third of her property tell you about her?
 Do you think Stiva’s plan is realistic?
 What do you think was the source of Stiva’s discomfort?
 What do you think about the two different meanings of the word "honest"?
* Anything else you'd like to discuss?
Final line:


And he now blushed at the mere recollection.
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        coltee_cuckoldee (+5)

        Dolly has realized that Stiva is financially incompetent and he will blow through the money he gets after selling the last remaining portion of her property. She cannot afford to lose money unnecessarily and seems to have now taken on the role of managing the money.
His plan seems realistic to me. He wants to support his family with another stream of income and is trying to get recommendations from people. He is excellent at socializing so I'm sure he'll be able to sweet talk his way into that position.
He's uncomfortable because he's following a new career path that his ancestors were unfamiliar with.
I guess the definition of "honest" that Stiva satisfies is that a person should be able to stand up for their own beliefs. I am surprised that this definition applies to Stiva because in the first few chapters we were told that Stiva is very easy going and is able to understand everyone's perspectives which is why he doesn't have any strong opinions of his own.


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+3)

        Dolly knows that Stiva will fritter the money away, and if she can hang on to the property she will have a better chance of supporting the family. Good for her if she can do it; I thought she'd committed to the deal way back near the beginning of the book, and I'm surprised this installment sale has gone on so long.
I have no idea if Stiva's plan is realistic, since it seems to rely on cooperation from people who don't know him and from Karenin, who got him the job he has now. Karenin, however, may not be as kindly disposed as he was when he thought he was happily married to Stiva's sister. The changed relationship is no doubt part of the reason for Stiva's discomfort, as well as the need to appeal to people he considers beneath him. (One lady and two Jews! Horrors!)
As described, I get the sense of honest (not lying or cheating) and a higher level of honesty as in having integrity and being willing to oppose authority when needed. This seems to be a useful distinction; I just find it hard to believe the latter quality applies to Stiva.
I remember Anna (before everything fell apart) often thinking that something would happen to make everything all right. Her brother seems to be doing the same.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+3)

        Dolly at least understands finance better than Stiva it seems and is protecting herself and her family.
I think Stiva’s idea to get a second income seems solid. But he seems to be running into obstacles gettin the appointments.  So far it seems he has been living off Dolly’s money.
The two meanings of honest seemed to me as honest in a traditional sense of telling the truth and then honest like willing to go out on a limb.


    


    
        DernhelmLaughed (+5)

        This chapter showed various interpretations of "worth". The idea that monetary compensation does not necessarily correspond to the value of the thing for it is exchanged. I wonder if Dolly's refusal to sign off on the sale of her property reflects her new awareness of her own worth, or perhaps her awareness that she needs to stop enabling Stiva. She certainly is not getting the full value from the sale of her forest.
Stiva had been able to afford his/the family's lifestyle thus far by selling off Dolly's property to augment his once-decent income. But now, without the buffer of Dolly's cooperation, and with his salary not keeping up with the times, Stiva has had to actively seek out other ways to increase his income, rather belatedly. And he finds that his wealth and status had insulated his prejudices from reality, and he must now interact with people he despises for the sake of money. He characterizes his feelings as "humiliation", but this is just his snobbery crumbling in the face of being a supplicant in a business relationship. Stiva's approach to finances in the past was also not a sustainable model.


    

Part 7 - Chapter 18

    Discussion from r/yearofannakarenina (2023)

 Is Stepan Arkadyevitch using his master negotiating skills wholly for Anna's benefit or does he also have something to gain in appealing to Alexey to make a decision on the divorce?



"[...] Besides, I had hoped that Anna Arkadyevna had enough generosity..." Alexey Alexandrovitch articulated with difficulty, his lips twitching and his face white.

What was Alexei trying to say? He hoped that she had enough generosity to do what?
 By reminding Alexei of his Christian principles, will Stepan succeed in getting him to agree to the divorce? Why is his religion so fundamental to him?
 What do you think will Alexei do? What would you want him to do?
* Anything else you'd like to discuss?
Final line:


"..The day after tomorrow I will give you a final answer," he said, after considering a moment.

See you all next week!
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        helenofyork (+4)

        I still stand by Alexei. Anna and her aunt trapped him into marriage to social climb and now she wants to discard him and take the son. I see Alexei as a victim.


    


    
        coltee_cuckoldee (+3)

        I agree with the others. I'm sure Stiva wants the divorce to go through so that Vronsky can help him out financially. The latter would be indebted to him if Karenin agrees to the divorce.
I think Alexei wanted Anna to give up Serezha's custody. He knows that his son will carry his name on and he wants him to grow up in a manner and environment he sees as fit.
I don't know if Stiva will succeed in getting Karenin to agree for a divorce. The very principle of divorce goes against Karenin's religious principles but Stiva is hoping that he would be generous and forgiving. I think Karenin has always lived his life according to religion and since he was doing pretty well for himself prior to the affair (he had a beautiful wife, a son to pass on his name, a successful career and he was well-respected in society), he probably believed that he had these things in life because he was religious.
I think he might agree to divorce if Anna grants him Serezha's custody so that this chapter finally comes to an end. He cannot be disrespected further and it will allow him to move on (maybe with Lydia). I think this would be the best thing for him and Serezha as I'm sure Anna is going to wreck her own life and these two can stay out of her way.


    


    
        DernhelmLaughed (+3)

         Perhaps he is hoping that a divorce will strengthen Anna's position with the wealthy Vronsky, and thus she will become a reliable benefactress to solve his financial woes.
 Sounds like Alexey is still hoping Anna would be "generous" enough to give up her new life and return to be his unhappy wife.
 I do wonder how effective this strategy will be. Alexey was caught up in the euphoria of forgiveness during a serious personal crisis, but it also seemed like something for him to grab onto, as a drowning man clutches at a bit of driftwood. Is he still adrift even now?
 I don't get the sense that this will necessarily devolve into a morality play, where the wicked adulteress is punished. I suppose the question is, is there anything that would dislodge Anna from her unhappy limbo? Or has she reached the end of the road? Honestly, I am not sure where the story is going to go.


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+4)

        I initially thought Stiva was acting against his own best interests in advocating for Anna, bringing up an awkward topic when he'd just asked Karenin for a favor. But Sunnydaze makes the point that Anna and Vronsky could help him financially, and they'd be very grateful if he succeeds in getting Karenin to agree.
Maybe Alexey is trying to say he hoped she'd have enough generosity to let things be and live quietly out of society. Stiva says “If you had not promised it once, she would have reconciled herself to her position, she would have gone on living in the country.” Would she really? Hard to imagine, but maybe it's what Karenin hoped.
The problem with reminding Alexey of his Christian principles is that Stiva doesn't actually know what they are. Karenin's religion has become increasingly important to him, partly due to Lidia's influence and partly due to the crises in his own life (both personal and professional.)
I think he'll probably say no, partly because of Lidia's influence and partly because I don't think Tolstoy is writing the kind of story where Anna and Vronsky live happily ever after.
What I would want is an amicable divorce where poor Karenin doesn't have to lie and admit to adultery. This is impossible under the law at the time... which I'm sure is the point Tolstoy is making.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+3)

        Interesting question on the first prompt. I would have to say I hadn’t thought of it but Stiva would gain favor with Anna and Vronsky and now that we know he needs money that will come in handy.
I took Alexey to be referring to her affair with Vronsky and how embarrassing it was for Alexey that she could give a little on her demands for her son.
It’s a double edge sword with religion here. It frowns upon divorce and it also suggests that Alexey do the right thing in an unselfish way.
I think he will not grant her a divorce on her terms because he doesn’t want to give up his son. In reading some older comments it sounds like one party must admit fault and never marry again like we have been saying. But also that it means the party at fault can not raise their child either.
What do I want???!? I don’t know.
As a reader I want him to be an asshole and stand up to Anna and tell her she made this bed now lie in it. She cheated on him and humiliated him. She knew how society works, how the law works and how her husband would react. There is no reason for him to admit fault, give up his son and to never marry again. And now she demands everything to start her perfect life. It would make her come unraveled and as a reader I do want to see that on some level and I don’t put it past Tolstoy to go there.
As a woman, I want him to give her all the same rights that I have and just divorce her. They can make some arrangements with their son where he spends summers with one of them. Or Anna can live nearby and visit. I do trust Alexey more to bring him up and educate him at this point but he needs his mom. Alexey can have custody and Anna can have a significant role in his life too.


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+3)

        Excellent point. I hadn't thought about Stiva possibly getting money from Anna and Vronsky. Vronsky might even have enough connections to help Stiva get this or a similar appointment.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+3)

        Discussion on the divorce rules and custody
https://www.reddit.com/r/thehemingwaylist/s/icMLv0I5wf


    


    
        Cautiou (+2)

        I wrote that comment, but since then I've done some more research and apparently laws said nothing about the custody of children. So, I think there is a possibility that Karenin can grant her divorce but keep his son.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+2)

        Ah good to know.


    

Part 7 - Chapter 19

    Discussion from r/yearofannakarenina (2023)

 We see that Seryozha has grown up and hasn't seen his mother for a year. How did that make you feel? What do you think of his ways of coping with the situation?
 What do you make of the bout of illness Seryozha is said to have experienced after his last meeting with Anna?
 Do you think Karenin is right in thinking that preventing Seryozha from having to think about his mother is the right move for securing his future?
 What did you think of the train game? What does it symbolise?
* Anything else you'd like to discuss?
Final line:


"Leave me in peace!" he said, addressing not his tutor, but the whole world.
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        Wooden-Awareness-915 (+3)

        Her son has more character than Vronsky.


    


    
        coltee_cuckoldee (+7)

        I felt so sad for Serezha. He's clearly not too attached to his father but he cannot entertain the idea of reuniting with his mother. She had essentially abandoned him twice (second time when she came to visit him unannounced). He's the only child so he cannot confide his feelings to anyone and probably worked hard to forget his mother.
It sounded like he had mental health problems (he was probably depressed). This is so sad considering that he is just a pre-teen. I understood Anna's desire to previously see her son but I am now able to completely understand why Karenin was not allowing her to do so. She would just visit and leave (she had already chosen Vronsky over Serezha) and Karenin would have to ensure that the boy was fine.
I think this is the right move in this situation. He is concerned about Serezha's health and probably worries that his son may be unable to recover the next time Anna visits and leaves him. The best move would have been to allow Anna to visit Serezha regularly but there is no guarantee that she would do so as she seems to be more occupied with Vronsky.


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+5)

        I worry about Seryozha. The "illness" reminds me of (1) Kitty's "illness" and (2) Anna's unstable mental condition. I hope the kid will be okay.
Karenin is wrong and he should know he's wrong. I think not talking about Anna is for his own benefit, so he can avoid uncomfortable conversations. Nothing to do with Seryozha's best interests.
No idea what the train game symbolizes but it sounds really dangerous.


    


    
        DernhelmLaughed (+3)

         The poor kid is so cautious now.
 We are getting this news secondhand, so who knows if it was true. Though I would not be surprised that the stress of such an emotionally taxing event caused his decline in health.
 That's Karenin's attitude towards the distress Anna's departure caused him. It seemed like a coping mechanism. It's more convenient for Karenin, at all events. I doubt Seryozha's needs and wants come into it.
 I couldn't figure out what it might symbolize for Seryozha, but Stiva's interest was piqued, as if this game of restrained passengers and the peril of falling suddenly represented the tip of the iceberg, subconsciously.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+5)

        I do feel bad for Seryozha and his inability to see his mother. He shouldn’t feel shame for remembering her. It sounds like he just had a huge shock last time seeing her alive and knowing he wasn’t “allowed” to see her made him terrible sad (he was grieving which was interpreted as sick by his family).
I don’t think it’s right for him not to see his mother but I also think at the time Alexey made a choice to have him in a stable environment. Anna literally ran off with her lover and just left her son behind. What was Alexey supposed to do?


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+3)

        Better to tell him the truth than to pretend she was dead. Difficult conversations happen whenever there's a separation or divorce, and Karenin is cowardly to avoid it.  "Your mother doesn't want to be with me any more, she wants to be with Count Vronsky. That doesn't mean she doesn't love you or that you'll never see her again, but it's better for you to live with me."
With that explanation, seeing her wouldn't have made him "ill."


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+3)

        Oh I fully agree. Alexey is not capable of any difficult conversations. I think I just meant that I agree Alexey made a good choice to keep fully custody. I don’t honestly know how he should have handled the your mom ran off with her lover and I don’t know when we will see her again conversation though. Arg


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+4)

        Also, "I know I haven't explained to you where babies come from, but you may have noticed a baby around the house before your mother left....."
Poor Seryozha is being set up for a very confusing adolescence.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+4)

        Oh this poor boy for sure.


    

Part 7 - Chapter 20

    Discussion from r/yearofannakarenina (2023)

 What do you think of Stiva’s friends in Petersburg making him feel like he need not worry about his debts?
 What do you make of the difference in language Stiva employs when he speaks to Bartnyansky compared to, say, Karenin?
 What did you think about the difference between Moscow and Petersburg?
 Why do you think Jules Landau has so much power over Lidia and Karenin?
 Why has Oblonsky been invited to Lidia's that evening?
 Anything else you'd like to discuss?
Final line:


"[..] neither she nor Alexey Alexandrovich can make any decisions without him, so your sister’s fate is now in the hands of this Landau, otherwise known as Count Bezzubov."



6 Comments


    
        yearofbot (+1)
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        coltee_cuckoldee (+3)

        I'm not surprised since Stiva seems to have similar traits as well. I'm sure if any one of his friends told him that they were in debt, Stiva would have replied in a similar fashion.
He's more respectful when talking to Karenin since he knows that the latter's decision could impact Vronsky's decision to help Stiva out. He also seems to touch Karenin whenever he's afraid that the latter has taken offense to his words.
I'm not sure if there is the differences described by Stiva are actually cultural or just those perceived by him. His family lives in Moscow so he needs to act responsibly whereas he tends to act like a bachelor when he's in Petersburg. I found his views very disrespectful towards his wife and kids and I just hope that his sons have a better male role model figure (maybe Levin will fill this role?).
Both Lydia and Karenin are religious so I believe that Jules Landau might be a con artist who uses religion to manipulate the desperate people who are rich and religious.
I think he'll meet Landau there and find out what will eventually happen to Anna.
Random thought: I find it weird that Stiva is in contact with Princess Betsey. Did she not cut relations with Anna when the latter was disgraced by society? Is Stiva capable of being loyal to anyone?


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+4)

        Just when I thought I couldn't dislike Stiva any more than I already did, he proves me wrong. And his "friends" remind me of Donald Trump. They probably all think Stiva is a fool and are laughing at him behind his back.
Were Moscow and Petersburg really that much different, or is Tolstoy just caricaturing a certain segment of society? Karenin is a Petersburg man, after all.
Landau/Count Bezzubov is going to be a charlatan, the kind who tells his clients what they want to hear. This does not bode well for Stiva and Anna, and he's been invited to Lidia's to get the final decision.


    


    
        DernhelmLaughed (+2)

         They give Stiva's bad financial decisions an air of legitimacy, so no wonder he feels soothed when surrounded by enablers.
 It's clear that Stiva seeks out friends like this in St. Petersburg because he knows they are decadent and irresponsible. They will not judge him harshly, and Stiva is thus freer when speaking of his troubles.
 It's quite telling that irresponsibility is relaxing. Stiva feels "oppressed" and worn down in Moscow, where he must act responsibly because there are rules and consequences. Stiva and Bartnyansky are of the opinion that St. Petersburg invigorates them, and no wonder. They can ignore their debts and monogamous marriages here.
 Sounds like he's capitalized on their credulous, superstitious beliefs.
* It does sound like Karenin is going to delegate the decision-making to this mystic. Stiva will get an answer from Karenin by way of this Landau, dispensing advice during a loud seance where he's asleep.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+4)

        Stiva’s friend are right up there with Vronsky’s frat brother friends. I suppose if they have made it this far, what harm is there in borrowing more money. It sounds like no one ever comes to collect. I do suspect some of these friends have collateral like land and have borrowed against it. Stiva unfortunately has sold most of his.
I am not sure what to make of the difference in cities. It sounds like Moscow is a more formal, rigid environment. But honestly it sounds like Stiva is just happier when he is away from his family and responsibilities regardless of geographic location.
Jules sounds like someone who must use religion to prove his miracles as this is the only way I can see Lidia falling for his charm.
It should make for an interesting evening with Stiva. I can’t wait!


    


    
        DernhelmLaughed (+3)

        

I do suspect some of these friends have collateral like land and have borrowed against it. Stiva unfortunately has sold most of his.

I agree. Are his friends really representing their financial positions accurately? I can't understand why they'd be so deeply in debt without the creditors having some collateral.


    

Part 7 - Chapter 21

    Discussion from r/yearofannakarenina (2023)

 What do you think about Landau?
 How is it that Alexey Karenin, one of the most highly educated men in the book, is hanging around with the likes of Landau?
 Do you think Alexey will become a non-religious person again in future? Or will he stay on the religious path for the rest of his life?
 Do you think there’s any chance this discourse will leave a mark on Stiva?
* Anything else you'd like to discuss?
Final line:


Alexei Alexandrovitch and Lydia Ivanovna exchanged meaningful glances, and the reading began.
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        coltee_cuckoldee (+6)

        I get the feeling that he's a religious quack. He's just exploiting these rich people who are desperate to solve their problems.
I was surprised by this chapter. I think Karenin has completely turned towards faith in order to deal with the distress caused by the breakdown of his marriage. He probably believes that whatever happened was for the best (similar to the woman who lost her child) and considers everything to be a test given by God.
I think he will stay on the religious path for the rest of his life but I feel bad for him, since he's likely going to be exploited by Landau.
No, he probably believes that Lydia and Karenin have lost their minds and will be glad to go back to Moscow.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+4)

        Well I did expect a religious discourse from Tolstoy but not with Karenin and Stiva. I thought for sure Levin would be the one to explore religion. Interesting.
I don’t know what to think of Landau yet.


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+5)

        Landau seems likely to be a charlatan to me, and also quite weird. I wonder if he was based on some character who was active at the time, and Tolstoy is expressing his disdain by making him appear ridiculous. A "short, thinnish man, very pale and handsome, with feminine hips and knock-kneed legs, with fine brilliant eyes and long hair lying on the collar of his coat."
What I don't understand is why Lidia and Karenin, who profess to hold legitimate Biblically-based Christian beliefs, accept him. My best guess is that Lidia is using him to get what she wants, and what she wants is to separate Karenin from Anna for good. And Karenin is still conflicted and confused, allowing Lidia to influence him far too much.
I don't think Karenin was ever a non-religious person to the extent that, say, Levin has been. He probably participated in the traditional ceremonies of the Orthodox Church. Lidia has introduced him to a different emphasis. I don't know what group was active in Russia at the time, but the reliance on faith and belief is exactly what's preached in most Protestant churches today. I would like to think that he continues to develop his faith on his own, without relying on Lidia's rather self-interested guidance.
It's hard to imagine this discussion impacting Stiva. He's too self interested for that. It was sort of amusing to see him try to participate by grabbing on to the only related quote he could think of: "faith without works is dead." If they had gotten into a further discussion of the topic, he would have been quickly out of his depth. But what he really wants is to change the subject.


    


    
        DernhelmLaughed (+3)

         Unsure if he is genuinely ethereal and detached from reality, or if he is deliberately cultivating a persona of a guru touched by a higher power.
 Highly-educated does not preclude belief in the supernatural. As we saw from his ecstasy of forgiveness as a coping mechanism, Karenin may be using this belief system as an emotional crutch, or at minimum, he may be latching himself onto this group so that he has supportive people around him. One very telling line from Lidia: "The believer cannot be unhappy because he is not alone." 
 I think it will take some substantial event to jolt him out of his comfort zone. He has abdicated an active role in his life because he couldn't endure the pain that it inflicted. 
 Stiva is approaching this from a cynical, opportunistic angle. He wants to ingratiate himself amongst the believers so that they will help him financially. I don't actually picture him as a true believer unless Landau demonstrates some ability that will convince Stiva and make him flip his stance on religion.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+4)

        This older comment cracked me up. I am now trying to imagine Levin instead of Stiva and how off the rails it would have gone.
https://www.reddit.com/r/yearofannakarenina/s/J2FOBpSLfN


    


    
        DernhelmLaughed (+3)

        LOL how true! I'm picturing Levin's prior reactions to stressful situations:
1. Overreacting and throwing someone out of the house, and
2. Praying for the sweet release of death. For everyone.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+3)

        Levin immediately starts sweating and then talking really loudly about his farming book to change the subject. Once he understands the subject is religion, he awkwardly blurts out that he is an atheist. Then as everyone stares in stunned silence, he proceeds to still try to convince Karenin of granting the divorce.


    


    
        DernhelmLaughed (+6)

        LOL I can totally hear Levin comparing divorce to crop rotation.


    

Part 7 - Chapter 22

    Discussion from r/yearofannakarenina (2023)

 What do you think was going on with Landau? Was he asleep, in a trance, or faking it?
 Do you think Karenin really believes in this stuff?
 How do you think Oblonsky managed this difficult and bizarre social situation?
 What do you make of the impact the meeting had on Stiva’s mood?
 How will Anna react to Karenin’s absolute refusal to divorce?
 Anything else you'd like to discuss?
Final line:


Next day he received from Alexey Alexandrovitch a final answer, refusing to grant Anna’s divorce, and he understood that this decision was based on what the Frenchman had said in his real or pretended trance.
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        coltee_cuckoldee (+2)

        I did not understand what was happening. Was he pretending to sleep so he could receive a message from God (maybe he claims to see dreams that reveal things to him?). I think he was faking it. He seems like a fraud and am shocked that Lady Bezzubov has adopted him.
I think Lydia is definitely the more religious one and she introduced Karenin to all of this. I do think he believes in it since he has refused to grant Anna a divorce on Landau's advice.
I think he managed it well. I was definitely weirded out by everything going on. This Landau character reminds me so much of Rasputin.
I think this might be the first time we've seen Stiva irritated. I can't blame him since it was so bizarre that even he didn't know what to do/say.
She'll probably have another breakdown and this will lead to more trouble in her relationship with Vronsky since the latter is already walking on eggshells around her.


    


    
        International-Net688 (+2)

        I found it interesting that Karenin and Lidia were almost trying to convert Stiva. Did they invite Landau to this meeting because they thought it would make mysticism/religiosity more convincing for Stiva? Or are they just so deep in it, they don’t even see it as a bit weird for someone like Stiva?


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+2)

        I think Landau thinks he was doing something special and communicating with spirits. Was he really? Who knows.
I think Karenin likes using an arbitrary method of decision making. Especially as it relates to his divorce.
Stiva running out did crack me up. I don’t blame him.
Anna… oh boy. I am very concerned for her mental health these last chapter will be a downward spiral I predict. Sad.


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+3)

        Stiva was nearly asleep, so it isn't hard to believe that Landau was too. Lidia was reading from a Christian book, and we haven't had any indication that Landau is religious at all. Also it was in English, which Landau doesn't speak. He was probably as bored as Stiva. Landau did wake up pretty quickly though, and immediately said (in French) that Stiva should leave. Which Stiva was glad to do. He was clearly out of his element.
I really have a hard time believing that Karenin would buy into Landau's routine. However, it gives him a nice excuse to deny the divorce.
How will Anna react? Badly, I'm sure. This means she's really out of options.


    


    
        DernhelmLaughed (+3)

         It does seem like a calculated performance on Landau's part. I don't know what the benefit would be to Karenin, Lidia, or Landau, though.
 He seems to believe, or, at minimum, finds it a convenient way to justify his decisions and actions.
 Anna needs this divorce to move forward with Vronsky, but she doesn't seem to be particularly decisive about it.
 Stiva was definitely at a loss to manipulate the situation, as he would with a regular party of people. Stiva was out-maneuvered by a more skillful manipulator, Landau.  When put on the spot by the mystic, he fled.
* Stiva cheered himself up with distractions - jolly chitchat, a show at the theater, and a champagne lunch. Very typical of him.


    

Part 7 - Chapter 23

    Discussion from r/yearofannakarenina (2023)




In order to carry through any undertaking in family life, there must necessarily be either complete division between the husband and wife, or loving agreement.

Do you agree with this?
 What do you think about Anna's current state of mind?
 What did you think about Vronsky's accusation that Anna's interest in the young girl is unnatural?
 Do you think Vronsky will agree to return to the country?
* Anything else you'd like to discuss?
Final line:


 At ten o’clock Vronsky returned.

See you all next week!
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        coltee_cuckoldee (+3)

        I don't agree with this but I'm not surprised Tolstoy felt this way as I read somewhere that he had a love/hate relationship with his wife.
It's clear that she's about to have another breakdown. I feel bad for her because I get why she's so insecure but her past choices have led her to this. I know that she was unhappy with Karenin but it would have been much better in the long run to have completely ignored Vronsky. I don't blame her for feeling betrayed/disappointed as she has given her entire life up to be with him and he doesn't seem to appreciate her.
It was a low blow considering the fact that Vronsky isn't a good parent either. I do find Anna's interest in the girl weird since she already has a daughter of her own (who she pretty much ignores).
No, I think he will send her away as he wants to be away from her. They both are getting on the others nerves.
Favorite line: "I don't expect you to understand me, my feelings, as anyone who loved me might, but simple delicacy I did expect."


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+3)

        I don’t have much to say on the prompts because I was just reading nervously.  Anna is already so unhappy. Wait until she hears about the divorce no go.


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+3)

        Sorry, Tolstoy, I don't agree with that. I don't understand why "complete division" would result in carrying through an undertaking better than grudging cooperation.
This chapter is the worst so far in terms of Vronsky's and Anna's relationship. He is living close to a normal life, and as a man he's able to do it. I think anybody in Anna's situation would be frustrated, but for some reason she's decided he must be pursuing other women, and it's making her even more irrational.
So she revisits a quarrel they had about women's education, which Vronsky seems to think is unnecessary, and Anna's interest in the English girl. He said her relationship with the girl was "unnatural," which she takes as a criticism of her lack of interest in her own daughter. It may not have been; it is kind of odd to take such an intense interest in somebody else's child.
Yes, I think Vronsky will agree to return to the country. Not permanently, but it sounds as if Moscow in the summer is not the greatest place.


    


    
        DernhelmLaughed (+3)

         That's a bold statement. It makes the point that there is no functional middle ground between complete division and loving agreement, as if the couple must be in lockstep. That doesn't sound like a healthy partnership.
 Anxiety is on the verge of tipping over into mania.
 I'm of two minds. Anna's lack of interest in her own daughter is striking, when you compare it with how she dotes on Seryozha. So I do get Vronsky's meaning. It's not what one expects of a mother. But is their relationship in any way the benchmark for "natural"? It certainly upset the expected social order of things when it broke up Anna and Karenin's marriage, produced a child out of wedlock, and then saw them living on the edge of acceptable society. Vronsky wasn't speaking of biology or some pastoral ideal. I think there are nuances to the word, and Vronsky's comment was intended to wound.
 I don't think he will exchange his happiness for hers.


    

Part 7 - Chapter 24

    Discussion from r/yearofannakarenina (2023)

 Who is winning your sympathy, Anna or Vronsky? What do you think Tolstoy is wanting the reader to feel?
 What do you think of Anna’s suicidal ideation? Can you understand her frame of mind?
 Anna still wonders about how Alexei Alexandrovitch would view her situation. Why does his opinion have importance for her?
 Will this outburst from Anna be the final straw for Vronsky?
* Anything else you'd like to discuss?
Final line:


She put her arms round him, and covered with kisses his head, his neck, his hands.
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        GigaChan450 (+2)

        Anna is just so much drama, man. She overthinks everything.
But Anna ... why? Why did u have to go from a high-society woman in Petersburg to being trapped in someone's house in Moscow cuz you're his mistress, and are, for some insane arrangement, still someone else's wife?


    


    
        coltee_cuckoldee (+2)

        Anna has my sympathy since she's pretty much trapped at the moment. I understand Vronsky's viewpoints as well and I am sure that he is mentally exhausted by Anna and her frequent breakdowns. I think Tolstoy wants the reader to sympathize with Anna as we haven't yet gotten to see Vronsky's perspective.
I understand her frame of mind and I'm worried for her as she's thinking of unaliving herself in order to solve her problems and make Vronsky suffer. I'm surprised that she was concerned with her bad reputation and I wonder if she can actually leave Vronsky and live somewhere else (of course she would have to beg him to financially assist her but I wonder if he would be fine with it as long as he does not have to tolerate her).
She's clearly embarrassed by how she treated him and how her current situation is. She was previously repulsed by him and was ready to ruin her own reputation in order to get with Vronsky and she knows that her actions have hurt Karenin. She probably did not anticipate being in a difficult situation herself and is embarrassed that he would likely feel nothing but pity for her (she likely does not want to be pitied by a man she was previously repulsed by).
I think it might. Anna's current situation is so interesting to witness. She is aware that she's making matters worse and she acknowledges that she should let things go but it's almost like she wants to start a fight. She's probably bored out of her mind since she's been banished from society and the only person who speaks regularly with her is Vronsky and therefore she takes her anger out on him.
Favorite line: "Respect was invented to cover the empty place where love should be."


    


    
        DernhelmLaughed (+2)

        1. They are both trapped in a limbo of their own making, but Vronsky is the one with an easier time of it, and he has an escape route. I think Tolstoy means for us to see how Anna has become progressively more isolated and hopeless, and that she will soon lose her primary support system because Vronsky is drawing away from her as well.
2. I think her despair at her situation was always there. Anna has had a gradual but major change in her circumstances since the beginning of the book. But it would be just as correct to say that she has merely gone from one cage to another. We've seen her lose her place in society, her place in Karenin's household, and now Vronsky's commitment to her. Circumstances have left her very few ways out of her situation, and yet, she has been an active participant in creating this situation.
3. He was deeply affected when she left their marriage for her own benefit, and Karenin might well think that the end result for Anna was not worth everything she lost. Anna's also thinking about anyone who might have a shred of sympathy for her.
4. There have been a lot of straws, maybe we have a ways to go before we get to the final straw. They seem to have some unspoken bargain that they remain together.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+2)

        Oh boy. Anna is coming unraveled. Tolstoy wants us to see her wanting to die. And how she is already unhinged without even knowing about the divorce.
My closet psychologist wants to diagnose her with Borderline personality disorder (BPD) also known as emotionally unstable personality disorder (EUPD).
I feel for Vronsky in having to deal with someone so emotionally unstable. I also feel for Anna and her mental illness. She is in a no win situation and the stress of having it unresolved causes her to push away Vronsky before he pushes her away. I take her suicidal thoughts seriously, especially once she hears on the divorce. I see now how the book will be ending. Very sad.
I don’t think Vronksy is leaving her based on his reaction. He just seems to be under immense stress with her mental illness and does not know how to deal with it. I think she might end up pushing him away hard enough so she can end her life without guilt.


    


    
        International-Net688 (+2)

         Whilst Anna’s instability and insecurity / spite must be frustrating for Vronsky, I definitely feel worse for Anna. I found it skilful when Tolstoy wrote her saying “You know” and bursting into sobs - because we do know how much she must be struggling, she doesn’t need to articulate anything more. And I wish Vronsky would be take a bit more responsibility to make this relationship work. He leaves home because he finds it stressful and claustrophobic to be around Anna, but this is precisely what makes the situation worse. She feels increasingly peripheral to his life, and has nothing else to define her life. Of course she resents him whenever she sees that this is not the same for him. She feels pathetic and can only gain some sense of control by manipulating him. I feel so bad for her, because in today’s world she would probably get therapy and proper meds and find her own community outside of high society. I think Tolstoy wants us to feel how volatile Anna’s moodswings are, and hence how utterly helpless and out of control she feels.
 Yes, totally. This would be one way for her to ‘gain control’ again. It would alleviate her pain and also let her gain some revenge on those who have rejected her. I wonder if she would feel as stuck if she hadn’t had a child with Vronsky?
 I think it’s because she’s reflecting on her past, and thinking of how drastically her life has changed. What would the people from her past think of how her life is now? This is not what she expected when she left Alexei for Vronsky. She is thinking of Alexei because she feels ashamed. He would probably think of her as naïve and selfish, but only because it hadn’t worked out with Vronsky. If it did work out with Vronsky, she’d be viewed a bit more like Dolly views her - empowered, selfish still, but at least passionate and vibrant about life.
 Not yet, but feels pretty darn close. But maybe Vronsky will change his attitude and, like, ask her questions / sympathise with her and listen to her / actually do things with her? Lol
* I felt like Anna was asking Vronsky about his day to live vicariously through him. I wish Vronsky would recognise this and include her in his life more, rather than unthinkingly talk about all the things she cannot do without realising that this is sensitive for her. But this tells me he’s already signed out, and also still quite emotionally immature - he can’t imagine what her life must be like.


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+2)

        I have sympathy for both of them, and I think that's what Tolstoy intends. I can identify more with Vronsky, but that doesn't mean I'm not sorry for Anna with her whirling thoughts and irrational jealousy. Vronsky does still love her and doesn't know what to do in this whole situation. He must often have the "walking on eggs" feeling, trying to keep her calm and rational.
I can certainly understand how a person like Anna would feel everything closing in and think death would be the easy way out. I had wondered what her options would be if she and Vronsky broke up; apparently there's the aunt and living abroad alone. She thinks Dolly would be an option, but that seems unlikely to me because of Kitty. There's never any mention of money being a problem; she must have her own money from somewhere.
Karenin was important to her for a long time, and now of course he has control over her future in his control over the divorce (or not.) It doesn't surprise me that she thinks of him now.
No, I suspect this outburst is not a new thing, and he's somewhat accustomed to her volatility. It's not the final straw.
"Respect was invented to cover the empty place where love should be.” In a lot of relationships, I think this is true. It isn't true of Vronsky yet, though.


    

Part 7 - Chapter 25

    Discussion from r/yearofannakarenina (2023)

 Why couldn't Anna stop insulting Vronsky's mother?
 What do you think of Anna and Vronsky beginning to be repulsed by each other’s smallest details and gestures?
 What do you make of Anna and Vronsky’s constant flipping between hot- and cold-heartedness, love and hatred?
 Why do you think Anna stopped what she was doing to entertain the guest, despite what she was feeling?
 Was that their breakup? What are the chances of reconciliation?
 Anything else you'd like to discuss?
Final line:


He spent the whole day away from home, and when he arrived back late in the evening, the maid told him that Anna Arkadyevna had a headache and asked him not to go in to her.
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        coltee_cuckoldee (+3)

        She wanted to hurt him since she believes that he's having affairs with other women. I feel really bad reading about her mental state but unfortunately it looks like it won't be improving. She's burnt all her bridges and even if she did decide to leave Vronsky, how would she be able to fund her lifestyle?
They're clearly sick of each other and this relationship is not going to last long. I do believe that Vronsky does love her as we've seen him restrain himself while she's having an outburst but we can't expect him to not have a social life at all. I don't think he has a mistress on the side but I don't think he would be too sad if Anna broke this off. He does love her but he seems to be in this relationship because he's trying to be honorable (her marriage broke down because of him and he can't just leave her now).
It's clearly unhealthy and this relationship is going to go down sooner rather than later. They're better off alone but I don't think it is possible for Anna to separate from him as she lacks the financial means to take care of herself. She would be completely cast out and I don't think Stiva would support her in this decision as he's broke himself and trying to mooch off of Vronsky.
She cares a lot about outward appearances. She knows the effect she has on men and is obsessed with her beauty/seductive personality. She knows that if the outsider was privy to their argument, her reputation would be ruined further and she would become a joke in other people's eyes (she dumped her husband to live with Vronsky but she doesn't get along with him either).
I don't think that was their breakup. There's an entire part left so I think they might briefly reconcile before breaking up again for good.
Random thought: I remember that someone had earlier (in Part 3/4) commented that they don't see Anna making out alive and I was a bit skeptical but I completely agree with them now. I just don't see how she would be able to live without any social/financial support.


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+5)

        This was painful to read. Anna attributes everything to Vronsky wanting other women. She's emotional and irrational, and Vronsky doesn't want to set her off (which was why he hadn't mentioned the telegram from Stiva) but that's really not possible. Everything sets her off. She even thinks the fact that he wants children as "proof he did not prize her beauty." What?
As to Vronsky's mother, we were told at the very beginning that Vronsky didn't respect her. Anna may know this, and she may think that in his heart he agrees with her about the Countess.


He did not in his heart respect his mother, and without acknowledging it to himself, he did not love her, though in accordance with the ideas of the set in which he lived, and with his own education, he could not have conceived of any behavior to his mother not in the highest degree respectful and obedient, and the more externally obedient and respectful his behavior, the less in his heart he respected and loved her.

I didn't think anything of her stopping to entertain a guest. She's the mistress of the household, and that's the proper thing to do.
No, this isn't their breakup. Things might keep spiraling out of control but it isn't over yet.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+5)

        Anna is just pushing Vronsky away any way she knows how. I feel for him. He can only handle so much. His running away however triggers her fear of abandonment. So they are creating a toxic circular reference in their relationship that can not work.
I was most surprised to hear that Vronsky wanted children and Anna did not. Both positions make sense. Anna nearly died in childbirth and hasn’t bonded with her daughter. From Vronsky’s perspective, he can’t even legitimize his daughter unless they marry and now he can’t have more kids even if they do. I am wondering if this is a deal breaker for him.
I feel like Anna wants praise and attention so wooing guests is how she gets that.
I didn’t see it as a break up. They are stuck in a toxic cycle and Vronsky will continue to say he loves her and she will continue to live bomb him and then push him away. Unfortunately I fear her mental illness will get the best of her and she will become suicidal once she hears the news and Vronsky will say the wrong thing (having children?). On boy…


    


    
        DernhelmLaughed (+2)

        It feels like there are a lot of things going on within the orbit of Vronsky and Anna, and it isn't clear if they are all perfectly innocuous events. Both Anna and Vronsky are (mis)attributing meaning to each other's actions. They are alternately sympathetic and suspicious of each other.


    

Part 7 - Chapter 26

    Discussion from r/yearofannakarenina (2023)

 Anna seems to have a tenuous grip on reality. Can she hold on or will she descend further into her imaginary world?
 What are your thoughts on Anna's recurring nightmare?
 Will Vronsky's new tactic of feigning indifference to Anna have any effect?
 Do you think there is anything better he could or should have done?
* Anything else you'd like to discuss?
Final line:


Then without looking up at the window he settled himself in his usual attitude in the carriage, with his legs crossed, and drawing on his gloves he vanished round the corner.
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        coltee_cuckoldee (+3)

        I think she won't be able to hold on anymore. It looks like they won't be reconciling anytime soon as he's going away and she refuses to accompany him. Her dependence on opium is not helping matters and maybe that is causing her to have such thoughts.
I remember reading that she had a similar dream previously. Someone was speaking to her in French and she wasn't able to understand and woke up terrified.
It will anger her more and I think if he does end up ignoring her, it will be the end of the relationship. Her thoughts about death and self-harm are scary and she might be motivated to do something especially as he is not running after her.
I can't really blame him for this as he does treat her well and is kind while she's having these breakdowns. It looks like he has reached the end of his rope. I don't think there were any doctors that could help with mental health back in the day and even if there were, I don't think their treatments would work (Serezha was ordered to get more sun, etc).


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+4)

        She’s had that nightmare “even before her connection with Vronsky.” We don’t know how long that is: since she married Karenin? Even before? Whatever, I think it’s meant to show us that her mental condition isn’t recent, and her current circumstances are likely to make it worse.
She isn’t rational, and the opium isn’t helping her hold on to reality. She sees Vronsky’s changing attitude and continues to believe it’s because he loves another woman. Not because her own behavior is driving him to the brink.
And he has no idea what to do. I think he’s sort of giving himself a break from trying to keep Anna from going off. He intends to try again, I think, and hopes she’ll be more rational later.


    


    
        DernhelmLaughed (+3)

         An opium addiction will only make things worse for Anna, who is already paranoid, hopeless and losing her grip.
 With her mental anguish and drug use, Anna's perception takes on the elements of a fever dream bleeding into reality.
 It's going to make her even more paranoid and hopeless. Vronsky is her primary emotional support.
 Sometimes he will articulate a desire to reconcile and support her, but his actions don't jibe with those sentiments. So he could do a lot of things, but I don't think he wants to.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+4)

        I think Anna will continue to spiral downward. Taking too much Opium is causing her to spiral faster. She is now thinking of her death as a way to punish him - yikes!
I feel like the nightmare is familiar. Maybe she had something similar when she was giving birth? Maybe I am imagining it (from all the opium).
I think Vronksy’s tactic to ignore her will only feed further into her fears.
What could he have done better? He could continue to cater to her but at this point she is being so ridiculous he can’t seem to handle it on his own. In todays world, he would be able to check her into a mental health facility. During these times, however, she would probably not get proper treatment and would only hold it against him. It’s a tough place to be.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+4)

        OMG this is hilarious. It actually is a real book. The article doesn’t have spoilers just the first few sections of the book rewritten. It’s from the past comments and won’t let me link to it for some reason.
————-
I think we could all use a good laugh about now.  New YA book dropping in March:  Anna K - A love story:
Every happy teenage girl is the same, while every unhappy teenage girl is miserable in her own special way.
Meet Anna K. At seventeen, she is at the top of Manhattan and Greenwich society (even if she prefers the company of her horses and Newfoundland dogs); she has the perfect (if perfectly boring) boyfriend, Alexander W.; and she has always made her Korean-American father proud (even if he can be a little controlling). Meanwhile, Anna's brother, Steven, and his girlfriend, Lolly, are trying to weather an sexting scandal; Lolly’s little sister, Kimmie, is struggling to recalibrate to normal life after an injury derails her ice dancing career; and Steven’s best friend, Dustin, is madly (and one-sidedly) in love with Kimmie.
As her friends struggle with the pitfalls of ordinary teenage life, Anna always seems to be able to sail gracefully above it all. That is…until the night she meets Alexia “Count” Vronsky at Grand Central. A notorious playboy who has bounced around boarding schools and who lives for his own pleasure, Alexia is everything Anna is not. But he has never been in love until he meets Anna, and maybe she hasn’t, either. As Alexia and Anna are pulled irresistibly together, she has to decide how much of her life she is willing to let go for the chance to be with him. And when a shocking revelation threatens to shatter their relationship, she is forced to question if she has ever known herself at all.
There's an excerpt in the link below:
https://ew.com/books/2019/08/01/anna-k-anna-karenina-jenny-lee/
There is a strong possibility Tolstoy is spinning in his grave.


    


    
        DernhelmLaughed (+3)

        Yeah, i snorted at the description, especially "Anna's brother, Steven, and his girlfriend, Lolly, are trying to weather an sexting scandal" It sounds like a fun read. I also have a book entitled Android Karenina, which is (predictably) the same story as Anna Karenina, but with an robotic twist.


    

Part 7 - Chapter 27

    Discussion from r/yearofannakarenina (2023)

 Why did Anna expect to see her son in the nursery? What did you think about Tolstoy's description of Anna's little girl?
 Why do you think Anna kissed her hand when looking at herself in the mirror?
 How do you think Vronsky will react to the messages?
 What do you think Anna's maid makes of Anna's behaviour?
* Anything else you'd like to discuss?
Final line:


‘Znamenka, to the Oblonskys.’
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        coltee_cuckoldee (+3)

        She seems to be under the influence of opium and that's why she expected to see Serezha instead. It looks like there is no bond between Anna and Annie and I feel really bad for the child. We haven't seen either parent interact with her.
I think she is surprised by her appearance and is trying to mimic Vronsky's kisses a few nights ago.
I think he might be ignore the message as he seems to be exhausted by this entire situation. She seems to be so insecure the way she was counting the minutes and expecting his return so soon. I feel bad for Vronsky and Anna both but I understand that her poor decisions have led her to this.
Anushka seemed very nonchalant so I think she's used to seeing this behavior from Anna. She knows that the couple fights constantly and she's not surprised by the most recent fight.


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+3)

        She's becoming separated from reality, and I think Sunnydaze is right that it's the opium. I think she kissed her hand to reassure herself that the image in the mirror was real.
And then, going to the nursery, she expects to see her son and instead sees this little girl who looks like Vronsky (and probably like Anna too, with her curly black hair.) It's hard for her to process.
Annushka knows she's upset but doesn't understand how much. Encouraging her to go to Dolly seems like a good thing, though. Dolly is more grounded.
How will Vronsky react? Based on her recent erratic behavior he'll probably be upset. I hope he does go back home, though.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+3)

        I think Anna has taken far too much opium. She is unhinged mentally and now high as a kite.
If he continues ignoring Anna, Vronsky will ignore her message too. If I was writing a very sad tragedy, I would have him purposely stall in getting back to her to teach her a lesson and then have her come totally unhinged waiting for him and OD on the opium to teach him a lesson. But that’s just me.


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+3)

        I think you're right about the opium. She's not thinking rationally anyway, and the drug makes it worse.


    


    
        DernhelmLaughed (+3)

        Anna's been unraveling for a while now, and the only real difference in this chapter is that she isn't hiding it very well. I wish she could identify something to anchor herself to, but I don't think she wants anything in her current situation, not even Vronsky, despite her knee-jerk reaction to his departure.


    

Part 7 - Chapter 28

    Discussion from r/yearofannakarenina (2023)

 While traveling, we witness the ramblings of Anna's thoughts. This harkens back to the train journey early in the book when we saw her slip into a trance-like state. Do you think this was an early sign of her mental deterioration?
 What did you think about Anna's insistence on seeing the letter from Stiva to Dolly, and then her dismissal of its content?
 Why do you think Anna was so hostile to Kitty, whereas Kitty, who we would have expected to be hostile, was the opposite?
 What do you make of this pattern in Anna of having the intention to do one thing and ending up doing another?
* Anything else you'd like to discuss?
Final line:


"‘When I was seeing her into the hall, I thought she was about to cry."

See you all next week!
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        coltee_cuckoldee (+2)

        It could have been. She was unhappy back then since she was in a loveless marriage but her situation is much worse now.
I don't think she was interested in seeing the letter. She just wanted to pass some time and not be forced out (she was probably worried that Dolly might tell her she was too busy and Anna would then have to leave). I think she was interested in Kitty's reaction as well and that's why she tried to provide some excuse or another in order to stay.
Kitty is relatively happy in her life. She has everything she's ever wanted so she does not feel hostile when she sees Anna (the woman who was previously somewhat responsible for her first heartbreak). Anna has always been envied by others so she's unable to tolerate the fact that no one wishes to be in her position currently and she's pitied by everyone around her. Stiva, Dolly, Levin and even Vronsky to some extent seem to be kind to her because of her situation and they are sympathetic. Anna realizes that she's lost everything (unlike Kitty) and that is why she was so hostile. She was plain jealous. The way she talked about Levin meeting her with Kitty was very low of her.
That is purely due to her mental state. She wants to do one thing but then gets angry by her thoughts and does something which worsens the situation.


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+2)

        Yes, that train trip was the first time she seemed mentally "not all there." She was almost hallucinating. Then she got off the train for a rest stop and Vronsky was there. Since she'd been thinking about him, I thought she might be imagining him, but he was really there.
She wanted to see Stiva's letter to see if he'd said anything different to her than he had to Vronsky and Anna. Apparently he hadn't, so there was nothing more to say.
And now she's thinking Vronsky was in love with Kitty, just as she seems to think he's in love with Princess Sorokina or perhaps some other unknown woman. She can't fathom that it's her own irrational behavior that's making him act as he does. And so she's hostile to Kitty, and makes that snide remark about meeting her husband. Kitty wants to be polite and kind, however she might really feel.
As to the pattern of intending to do one thing and than doing another... I think it's just one manifestation of her confusion and irrationality. She doesn't know what she really wants.
I wonder what would have happened if Dolly had been alone, without Kitty. Maybe they would have had a good talk, and maybe Dolly could have helped her, or at least calmed her a little.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+2)

        

Yes, that train trip was the first time she seemed mentally "not all there." She was almost hallucinating. Then she got off the train for a rest stop and Vronsky was there. Since she'd been thinking about him, I thought she might be imagining him, but he was really there.

Ah that’s right. I forgot about that whole scene. She did start slipping on her way back.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+2)

        Interesting callback to the train. It’s hard to say when Anna’s mental health started declining. She seemed fine on the train and was just missing her son and complaining about her husband. Everyone seemed to love and respect her. Then she basically took Vronsky away from Kitty and fell for his charms. Her life seemed boring so she pursued the affair. It didn’t seem like she started slipping away until she told Karenin the truth and was pregnant. I wonder if her labor that almost killed her resulted in her Opium addiction for the pain. She then had postpartum depression and the immense stress of Vronksy trying to kill himself and Karenin not wanting her to be with Vronksy. Then she just kept slipping from there.
I think she just wanted to see the letter to stall for time.
I don’t think Kitty is capable of being hostile. Anna is resentful that Kitty gets to lead a “normal” life with her baby and family. And I suppose she sees her as having a fresh start at a good life and wonders if Vronksy would have rather been with Kitty or been better off with Kitty.
I couldn’t believe Anna threw her visits with Levin in Kitty’s face. Thankfully they had discussed it. It just felt so underhanded. It went right over Kitty’s head. I don’t think Kitty (or Levin) is capable of understanding the level of manipulation of which Anna is capable. Kitty just accepts things at face value - a compliment from Anna to Levin.
I am so sad that Anna went to Dolly to get help and she didn’t have the courage to ask it. And Dolly didn’t have the ability to coax it out of her. She has nowhere else to turn. She considered Dolly her only friend.


“No, I’ll go to Dolly, and say straight out to her, I’m unhappy, I deserve this, I’m to blame, but still I’m unhappy, help me.”



    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+2)

        She seemed fine on the train to Moscow, but on the trip back to Petersburg there was a point where she seemed to disconnect from reality.


    


    
        DernhelmLaughed (+3)

         I think I might pick up more nuance during a re-read, but there is indeed a theme of transition, achieved by traveling. Stiva earlier mentioned how his personality changed when he visited another city with a more libertine outlook.
 She was holding out hope that she might have misunderstood Stiva's news, or that some detail might have been missed. Her hopes were dashed when she read the confirmation in the letter.
 The meeting between Anna, Dolly and Kitty went better than I had expected, but it was still awkward. I think Kitty was in a position to be forgiving because she has moved on, and has more pressing concerns to take her attention. And Anna's clearly in trouble, so Dolly and Kitty would want to be kind, no matter Anna's behavior towards them.
 She feels like any endeavor on her part would be unsuccessful, but she is still going through the motions of trying.


    

Part 7 - Chapter 29

    Discussion from r/yearofannakarenina (2023)

 What do you think about how Anna views other people?



But the same instant she remembered that she had no one now to tell anything amusing to.

Do you think Anna is right? Have Dolly and Kitty really abandoned her?
 What might the consequences be of the note and the telegram Anna sent and Vronsky's response?
 Anything else you'd like to discuss?
Final line:


Pyotr jumped on the box, and putting his arms akimbo, told the coachman to drive to the booking-office.
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        DernhelmLaughed (+2)

        It feels like this message lag is a setup for some tragic miscommunication between Anna and Vronsky.


    


    
        coltee_cuckoldee (+2)

        She's definitely not thinking straight. Her insecurities about being an outcast and Vronsky being interested in other women seem to consume her entirely. I'm not surprised that Anna's becoming a bit delusional as she's had virtually no social support for the past few months.
I don't think Anna could expect Kitty to be her friend especially as she tried to somewhat seduce Levin. However, I don't think that Dolly abandoned her- Anna just happened to catch her at an inconvenient time. Dolly has her own problems as well and she's likely tired of listening to Anna's (I don't recall Dolly confiding in Anna about her financial problems and husband's adultery/incompetency- they only seem to talk about Anna's problems).
I think if Vronsky receives the note, he might rush home and miss Anna completely as she's currently getting ready to visit his mother's place.
Random thoughts:
I wonder if Vronsky's mother will humiliate Anna in the next chapter. That would certainly push her over the edge especially if Vronsky is present and chooses to not say anything.
Also, I'm a bit concerned since Anna declared that she would never return to the house. Where is she planning to go? She's not going to visit Stiva if she believes that Dolly hates her. Since she's essentially breaking up with Vronsky (or has this intention), will he allow her to stay at another one of his properties? Is she going to act on her suicidal thoughts?


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+3)

        I think Anna is becoming paranoid as her mental health deteriorates. She has lost track of time and is panicking. Not sure what she wants to tell Vronsky when she sees him?


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+4)

        In her current deteriorating state of mind, Anna thinks that everyone hates her, and that everyone has base motives. Even Dolly, who has never been anything but kind to her.
She's wrong about that; Dolly is concerned about her but has no idea how bad things are with her. Dolly just says there's "something unusual about her" and that she seemed on the verge of tears. Kitty, too, seemed to feel sorry for her. But neither of them understand how her mind is spiraling.
Vronsky doesn't understand either, and he responded rationally that the soonest he could come was ten o'clock. Tolstoy suggests he hadn't yet received the note where she says she's afraid, but only the telegram telling him to come back. She thinks he doesn't care, and apparently is setting off herself to Countess Vronskaya's, planning on a confrontation of some kind. This can't turn out well.
And then she starts thinking that she'll go on from there, and never come back to the Moscow house. Normally I think she'd take Annushka on such an extended trip, but she isn't thinking straight at all.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+2)

        Ah I didn’t realize the order - so he wouldn’t have yet received her first note (or responded yet) saying she was afraid. Bummer.


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+2)

        I had to read it a couple of times but I think she sent the note and then thought oh! I can send a telegram. So the telegram would have been faster.


    

Part 7 - Chapter 30

    Discussion from r/yearofannakarenina (2023)

 Why is Anna recalling Yashvin's views on life?
 Anna starts reflecting on her past. Is she right about the assumptions of the relationship between her and Vronsky?
 Do you agree with her conclusions?
 Anna's reflection takes place during a journey - as with Dolly before. How would you compare these two scenes?
 Do you think the red bag is important?
 Anything else you'd like to discuss?
Final line:


Then she thought that life might still be happy, and how miserably she loved and hated him, and how fearfully her heart was beating.
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        coltee_cuckoldee (+3)

        She's feeling very low after being overlooked by Vronsky, Dolly and Kitty and is able to finally understand Yashvin's views.
I think there is some element of truth in those assumptions. I do believe that Vronsky loves her but he did pursue her since he enjoyed that element of chase. Now that he has gotten her to leave her husband (I don't think he ever expected the affair to go this far or get this serious), he cannot leave her since she's lost her honor for him. He is with her because he feels a sense of duty towards her due to the circumstances of how they got together.
I do somewhat agree with them. She realizes that while she and Vronsky did fall in love, she has given up much more to be with him. She's lost her reputation, her marriage, her son while Vronsky still has a social life and is well-respected in society (everyone treated him well at that event that Levin attended before Kitty went into labor). She's very bitter by this realization and while she is viewing him negatively, I can't seem to blame her for this. She did choose her own fate but she was madly in love and did not care about the people who she hurt. She seems to realize how she betrayed her son and realizes that she has no excuse for herself.
It makes sense as she's travelling alone and therefore has time to sort her thoughts out. She is also having trouble in her relationship and even though she went to Dolly to discuss and feel better, she ended up feeling worse. She feels rejected by everyone and realizes how differently she's being treated when compared to Vronsky and Betsy (who did cheat on her husband, but was smart enough to not get too involved). Her big mistake was seriously believing that she had a future with Vronsky and he did seem to mislead her into believing that it was true.
No.
This chapter was so sad- especially the lines where Anna realizes that her and Vronsky had different intentions in pursuing the other.
Favorite lines:
What was it he sought in me? Not love so much as the satisfaction of vanity.
Of course there was love too, but the chief element was the pride of success. -> This was so sad to read. I felt really bad for Anna even though she did get herself into this situation.
If without loving me, from duty he'll be good and kind to me, without what I want, that's a thousand times worse than unkindness!


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+3)

        Anna is giving meaning to Yashvin's comments that I don't think he ever intended. He was talking about gambling, and how each man wants to defeat the other. She's generalizing this to fit with her own melancholy thoughts: “the struggle for existence and hatred is the one thing that holds men together.” Yashvin would be surprised.
The solo journey gives Anna time to think, just as Dolly did -- although their journeys were much different. Anna is traveling through the city to the railway station, with lots of people around. Dolly was on a longer trip through the countryside. But both took the opportunity to reflect on their lives.
Anna is casting her relationship with Vronsky in the most negative light possible. Even though she admits he probably isn't in love with other women, she thinks he's tired of her and no longer loves her. I don't think she's right. Vronsky is certainly frustrated with her, but anybody would be. It might even be more frustrating to deal with this if it's someone you love. Her reflection on what she's given up is pretty accurate, though; she did give up her son to be with Vronsky. She's coming to realize that there's no happily-ever-after for her.
The red bag doesn't strike me as particularly important.


    


    
        DernhelmLaughed (+3)

         I wonder if some of Anna's musings are simply futile flailings. I think she can sense that there is no escape for her. Or, at least, no palatable escape for her.
 Even as she wonders if Vronsky might still love her, she knows the answer.
 I think she is missing the will and strength (and opportunity) to leave and start over. I think she is right about the rest of her conclusions - there is no future with Vronsky.
 I would not have noticed this theme on my own, but the travels do seem to mark moments of transition for Anna.
* Not sure of its significance.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+5)

        

…the screw has come unscrewed.

Well that sums up many things here. Anna is probably right at some level. Even if she were granted divorce and got her son back, would she be happy?  She thinks people will still look down on her position. Also she thinks Vronksky is just wanting to marry her out of honor and that he doesn’t love her the same anymore (and vice versa). The proverbial honeymoon is over. The lusty passion they felt seems gone and now they are stuck in a yucky situation.
Side note, Tolstoy’s writing of Anna’s mental illness is incredible(my closet psychologist says Boarderline Personality Disorder). He must have had someone close to him with the illness and was able to see into their mind.
On Dolly’s ride, she, like Anna, reflected on how poorly her life was going.
I am not sure what is Tolstoy’s message to us?
1.That if you cheat on your spouse and run away with your lover you are doomed to lose.
2. Or that the laws and society are so heavily against a woman leaving her spouse that you shouldn’t proceed even if divorce is allowed.
3. Or that one should find happiness in their current relationship because the grass isn’t greener on the other side
4. Or that Anna is severely mentally ill and self medicating with opium and no one in society nor her lover recognize it so it will inevitably be her demise.
5.  Other?


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+3)

        You're right about Tolstoy's depiction of her mental illness; it's amazing. I can just feel the gathering whirlwind of her thoughts.
I don't think Tolstoy has a message to us. He did have a lot to say about the way things were in the Russia of his day, though, including the disadvantageous position of women and the unfair divorce laws, which made for a lose-lose situation no matter what you did. And of course whenever we find Levin expounding his theories, I assume he's speaking for Tolstoy.


    


    
        DernhelmLaughed (+4)

        I don't know enough to diagnose Anna, but your comment made me think that she would have benefited enormously from a therapist, or, at minimum, a sympathetic ear.


    

Part 7 - Chapter 31

    Discussion from r/yearofannakarenina (2023)

 Did the end of this chapter catch you by surprise?
 What did you think about Anna's reaction to Vronsky's note?
 What do you think about Anna's inner thought processes in this chapter?
 Anything else you'd like to discuss?
Final line:


And the light by which she had read the book filled with troubles, falsehoods, sorrow, and evil, flared up more brightly than ever before, lighted up for her all that had been in darkness, flickered, began to grow dim, and was quenched forever.
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        Wooden-Awareness-915 (+3)

        It didn't caught me by surprise as I now she was going to die. But the experience I had reading this chapter was truly immersive. This was the same feeling I got from Levin's mowing arc. 
Anna's character was Tragic, loathsome, pitiful, unlikable, Sympathizable, and beautiful.


    


    
        GigaChan450 (+2)

        This was a very, very sad chapter to read. Along with the past few chapters, as a fellow human being who has experienced low moods, loneliness and borderline depression, these vivid streams of consciousness spoke to my soul. The decision that leads to suicide is very disturbing.
Also, wtf!!! The translator of my edition, Rosemary Edmonds, spoiled this ending RIGHT IN HER FUCKING INTRODUCTION! (She wrote that Tolstoy was inspired to write AK by a woman who threw herself under a train near Tolstoy's house.) These snooty people who write introductions to classic novels, seemingly to show off what they think of what they've read, are completely unbelievable.


    


    
        Inevitable_Wings83 (+4)

        Regarding the note from Vronsky, I believe she wanted to kill herself in front of him. His message said he’d be home by 10 pm. Scoffing from Anna ... she’s disappointed, frustrated. Totally spiraling out of control. Her mind is set on total destruction, until she’s under the train carriage.


    


    
        DernhelmLaughed (+8)

         I was surprised, particularly by the irrevocability and violence of Anna's decision.
 It feels more like the final straw in a series of problems Anna had encountered, because the note, in and of itself, was not momentous.
* Anna seemed to be spiraling down slowly, exhibiting the same numbness of the past several chapters. And the blow she received from Vronsky's note here wasn't particularly grievous, but she quickly leapt from numb sadness into action. Surprised by how much detail we got of Anna calculating the mechanics of her chosen method of suicide. Most awful of all, her moment of clarity and regret once she passed the point of no return.


    


    
        coltee_cuckoldee (+7)

        Wow, I'm surprised by the ending. I was worried that she might try to attempt suicide in Part 8 and I'm shocked that there is going to be an entire part without the titular character. I guess it will describe how everyone reacts to her death. The part that describes how she failed to get under the first carriage because of her bag was really sad. She was so determined to end it all. I'm surprised that the other people at the station did not do anything (there were men who were watching her, ladies checking her clothes out, etc).
It's not totally unexpected. She seems to be very needy and demanded a lot of attention from him. They fought a few days before and he's been ignoring her ever since. I wonder if she would have lived if he agreed to immediately return.
This was so sad to read. Anna's such a well-written character. In the middle parts, I found it difficult to excuse her actions as she was causing so much pain to Karenin and Serezha. However, I felt very bad for her in the later parts as she realizes that she's completely trapped in a situation that she created. It's so weird that Anna got this fate while other women who are having affairs like Betsey are able to live their lives happily. Anna made the mistake of falling in love with Vronsky and the realization that he pursued her to boost his ego hit her was sad to witness.
Favorite line: "And by the light by which she had read the book filled with troubles, falsehoods, sorrow and evil, flared up more brightly than ever before, lighted up for her all that had been in darkness, flickered, began to grow dim, and was quenched forever."
Random thoughts:
Why did Anna think that the "hideous peasant" was familiar? Was he the one in her dreams (the man who speaks French to her)?
I wonder how Karenin will react. Will he marry Lydia (she must be somewhat pleased that Anna is totally out of her way)? Will he get his honor back as Anna is no longer living?
I have a feeling that Vronsky will end up with Princess Sorokina. I don't think he will be in love with her (it will be a loveless marriage like that of Anna/Karenin) but he will be fine with this as he's likely mentally exhausted/burnt out by his affair with Anna. I wonder if he might attempt self-harm (he did try to kill himself previously) as he may feel guilty at dismissing Anna.
There are 19 chapters in the next part and I'm hoping we get to see how different characters react to Anna's death. I hope we don't get 4-5 chapters on the reactions and the rest is dedicated to Levin and his latest obsessions (most likely the book he wants to author).


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+6)

        Oh F$&k, I was not expecting this! I thought maybe quiet Opium OD, not throwing herself in front of a train! Tolstoy WTF!!??  And not just once, but twice she decides to really kill herself. One would think that the near miss of the first train would have an impact to snap her into some version of reality, not make her try harder. Wow, just, wow.
I understood that she hit a point of existential crisis and felt ending it all was the only answer. I guess she can make that choice… but a f&$cking train??


That I couldn’t conceive a position in which life would not be a misery, that we are all created to be miserable, and that we all know it, and all invent means of deceiving each other. And when one sees the truth, what is one to do?



    


    
        LiteraryReadIt (+3)

        And death by train is NOT pretty. /r/eyeblech showed a lot of suicides and accidental deaths by train, which usually resulted in the person becoming an inhuman puppet of blood and body parts.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+3)

        I am still traumatized from reading it. I can’t imagine viewing it. Blech


    


    
        coltee_cuckoldee (+5)

        

not throwing herself in front of a train! 

The accident that took place during Anna and Vronsky's first meeting did foreshadow a lot. I thought she would be injured and taken to a hospital where she would die (she had dreams of dying in childbirth so I assumed that she would be in a hospital setting at the time of death).


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+10)

        This was from prior years comments. It wouldn’t let me link to the comment for some reason.
Anna Karenina's plot was inspired by the story of a real woman.
In his biography of Tolstoy, Henri Troyat explains the novel’s origins this way:
Suddenly Tolstoy had an illumination. He remembered an occurrence that had deeply affected him the previous year. A neighbor and friend of his, Bibikov, the snipe hunter, lived with a woman named Anna Stepanovna Pirogova, a tall, full-blown woman with a broad face and an easy-going nature, who had become his mistress. But he had been neglecting her of late for his children’s German governess. He had even made up his mind to marry the blond Frÿulein. Learning of his treachery, Anna Stepanovna’s jealousy burst all bounds; she ran away, carrying a bundle of clothes, and wandered about the countryside for three days, crazed with grief. Then she threw herself under a freight train at the Yasenki station. Before she died, she sent a note to Bibikov: “You are my murderer. Be happy, if an assassin can be happy. If you like you can see my corpse on the rails at Yasenki.” That was January 4, 1872. The following day Tolstoy had gone to the station as a spectator, while the autopsy was being performed in the presence of a police inspector. Standing in a corner of the shed, he had observed every detail of the woman’s body lying on the table, bloody and mutilated, with its skull crushed. How shameless, he thought, and yet how chaste. A dreadful lesson was brought home to him by that white, naked flesh, those dead breasts, those inert thighs that had felt and given pleasure. He tried to imagine the existence of this poor woman who had given all for love, only to meet with such a trite, ugly death.


    


    
        DernhelmLaughed (+4)

        Thanks for replicating the comment here. I had no idea that Tolstoy had been inspired by a real event, much less one whose gory aftermath he had so closely observed. So many parallels. Her name was even Anna as well.


    

Part 8 - Chapter 1

    Discussion from r/yearofannakarenina (2023)

 We have reached the last part of the book. How did you find the change of scenery?
 How good do you think Sergey's book really is? Who do you believe more - Sergey or the critic?
 What do you think about the way Sergey jumps on to whichever topic is currently popular in society?
 Why do you think Tolstoy abandoned us, leaving us wondering about what followed the dramatic train incident?
 Will this Sergey storyline lead us back to Anna?
 Anything else you'd like to discuss?
Final line:


Katavasov had long been meaning to carry out his promise to stay with Levin, and so he was going with him.



8 Comments


    
        yearofbot (+1)
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        coltee_cuckoldee (+5)

        I wasn't too thrilled to find out that this chapter was about Sergey and nothing significant actually takes place.
I don't believe either of them. I don't think his book was as good as he thinks it is (none of his friends commented on it) but the critic seems to hold some grudge against Sergey which is why the review is harsher than reality.
Yes, both brothers seem to jump from one topic to another. They seem to overestimate their knowledge/intelligence as well. I was surprised that Sergey worked on the book for 6 years and practically no one commented on it.
I think he wanted to distract us from Anna's death. I wanted to know everyone's reaction to it (Vronsky, Dolly, Stiva, Karenin) but I'm sure we'll get each reaction chapter by chapter. Tolstoy might have reintroduced us to Sergey so that we would have a buffer before getting the reactions. In this way, no one reaction is more important than the others.
No, it will likely reintroduce us to Levin but I'm sure this chapter was just filler.


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+3)

        I wasn't surprised to have a change of scenery, since it's a whole new part of the book, but I didn't expect Sergey Ivanovitch to be the first person we saw after the drama of Anna's death.
I suspect his book isn't a masterpiece, as Sergey Ivanovitch doesn't say the critic is wrong. "In spite of the scrupulous conscientiousness with which Sergey Ivanovitch verified the correctness of the critic's arguments, he did not for a minute stop to ponder over the faults and mistakes which were ridiculed; but unconsciously he began immediately trying to recall every detail of his meeting and conversation with the author of the article.”
I was a little surprised at the apparent failure of his book, since he was originally described to us as a celebrated author "well known to all Russia."
As to his enthusiasm for currently popular topics, he's not alone. That's pretty much human nature, and for someone who has time on his hands, it gives him some purpose.
I think Tolstoy will weave in some follow-up to conclude Anna's story, but since it's two months later it will be somebody talking about it in retrospect.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+4)

        I still have PTSD from yesterday. I am glad this was a random chapter. I wasn’t ready to see the aftermath of Anna’s death.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+3)

        Interesting commentary on the original drafts by Tolstoy.
https://www.reddit.com/r/thehemingwaylist/s/KYLvGb9RXR


    


    
        DernhelmLaughed (+2)

         Abrupt change of tone. I suppose this final section will wind up plot threads and show us the aftermath of Anna's death.
 It sounds like a niche topic, even in the intellectual circles that are the target audience. Maybe a few people will really understand it and appreciate it.
 He seems to be seeking external validation, and is thus trying to involve himself in whatever would boost his own visibility.
 Was this change of narrative meant to convey some distance from Anna's death? Maybe by changing the focus of the narrative and hinting at  the passage of time?
* I would not be surprised if this plot line does directly involve Anna. After all, we've seen various social commentary and political theories wound into the plot at various points in the book, sometimes quite tightly-woven. E.g. Levin trying to forget Kitty by delving into agricultural improvements and attempting to restructure the feudal political class system. Like a hybrid of drama and philosophy.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+2)

        

Abrupt change of tone. 

Was it deliberate? https://www.reddit.com/r/thehemingwaylist/s/0LhW2270pz


    


    
        DernhelmLaughed (+2)

        Oh, very interesting parallel! It hadn't occurred to me. Thanks for sharing that.


    

Part 8 - Chapter 2

    Discussion from r/yearofannakarenina (2023)

 How well do you think Stiva can cope with the death of his sister?
 Stiva and Vronsky are going to war. What may be their motivation to do so?
 Why does the princess think that it would be the best for Vronsky to go to war?
 We saw a short glimpse of the interaction between Vronsky and Stiva. Stiva was talking eagerly to Vronsky, while Vronsky was frowning and looking straight, like he would not hear Stiva. What do you think about that scene?
* Anything else you'd like to discuss?
Final line:


Then two officers emerged, bowing too, and a stout man with a big beard, wearing a greasy forage cap.

See you all next week!
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        DernhelmLaughed (+2)

        We're only getting a glimpse of Stiva and Vronsky here, so I can't draw too many conclusions about the impact Anna's death had on them. If enough time has passed, we may not be witnessing their immediate reactions. Are they, on some level, trying to distract themselves from their grief? Or trying to maintain some semblance of normalcy? Or was Anna's death just a blip on their radars? Hard to tell if their mood is sad, numb or death wish.


    


    
        coltee_cuckoldee (+2)

        I think he is coping as well as he possibly could. It's been 2 months since Anna's death and he seems to be trying to move on as he should (he's entertaining guests at parties and he recently got a promotion as well). He's still clearly affected by it since he asked Sergey to let Dolly know that he was doing well (she's probably worried about him).
Vronsky is likely trying to forget the recent incidents and start afresh. He possibly cannot stay in the same city and therefore he's going to war.
She knows that he requires a fresh start. His entire world has been turned upside down and he likely feels guilty over what happened. He requires a task that needs his utmost focus so as to distract himself from negative thoughts.
I felt really bad for Vronsky. It sounds like it was a huge shock to him especially the manner in which he has aged in a few weeks. He's not in the mood to entertain Stiva and is likely unable to not think about Anna in the presence of her brother. The fact that his mom had to drop him at the train station worries me. He's likely mentally and emotionally scarred and I wonder what will now happen to Annie. I assume that Vronsky's mother would take her custody?


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+3)

        It seems like many able bodied men felt called to support the war efforts. I didn’t get the impression Stiva as going to war but was just supporting seeing everyone off and having dinner parties for them. It makes sense that Vronsky found comfort in going back to his military job.
I imagine Stiva and Vronsky had not talked since the funeral. It sounds like Stiva was still mourning Anna but was excited to see him. I picture Stiva babbling excitedly at Vronksky happy to see him. While Vronsky just was solemnly still sad at the loss of Anna and was headed off to war.


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+3)

        Stiva is able to push unpleasant things to the back of his mind and live life as it is most pleasant for him. In the two months since Anna's death he's apparently achieved that. He has "completely forgotten his own despairing sobs over his sister's corpse, and he saw in Vronsky only a hero and an old friend.”
Stiva isn't going to war; he's just part of the crowd at the station. Vronsky is going, though. He's finding some meaning in life and getting himself out of society where everyone knows his story. The princess probably thinks the same.
I think Vronsky is mostly just within himself, set on his purpose and not really caring if he lives or dies. He wouldn't pay much attention to anyone, including Stiva.
Also... I see that Stiva asks Sergey Ivanovitch to give some news to Dolly: "be so good as to tell her I'm appointed secretary of the committee." So he's succeeded in getting more money, and his financial problems are lessened.


    


    
        coltee_cuckoldee (+3)

        

not really caring if he lives or dies

Wow, I did not think of this. I wonder why his mother is not discouraging him from doing this?


    

Part 8 - Chapter 3

    Discussion from r/yearofannakarenina (2023)

 What did you think of the display of patriotism? Do you think it's genuine?
 What do you think of the conversation between Katavasov and the volunteers? What impression did the volunteers make on you?
 How do you think Vronsky will fit in with these volunteer soldiers?
 What do you make of the reluctance of Katavasov and the military man to express what they think, though we know they would have been in agreement?
 Why is Katavasov lying to Sergey about his opinion on the volunteers?
 Anything else you'd like to discuss?
Final line:


At a big station at a town the volunteers were again greeted with shouts and singing, again men and women with collecting boxes appeared, and provincial ladies brought bouquets to the volunteers and followed them into the refreshment room; but all this was on a much smaller and feebler scale than in Moscow.



4 Comments


    
        yearofbot (+1)
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        DernhelmLaughed (+3)

        Some of it probably is genuine patriotism, though I think there's a lot of peer pressure to seem patriotic. We're seeing a mix of motivations from the various characters. And we only really know the backstory of a few of them, such as Vronsky, and so we are more likely to be able to guess his state of mind. Still, many of the characters are likely hiding their true feelings in such a social situation as this. And Vronsky probably finds it easier to hide his sadness in a crowd such as this. The euphoria and anxiety of going to war is like standing on a mountain peak. You'd hardly notice the people standing in the valley in the shadowy gloom.


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+3)

        When there's a popular opinion about a sympathetic cause or person, nobody really wants to say they disagree. It would make them sound like the Grinch Who Stole Christmas. That's what's happening here. The war is accepted as a noble cause, and the volunteers are putting themselves in danger, so they must be acting from noble motives.
Of course they aren't all acting from noble motives. Some are running away from something, some have run through all their money, some think it's an adventure. I'm reminded of a tour of the Alamo several years ago, where there's a room with a biography of each of the men who died there. I noticed that some of them appeared to have been running away from something (debts, wives) and wound up at the Alamo almost by chance. But in the end they were all seen as Heroes of the Alamo. Maybe that's what these Russian misfits are thinking: they'll die as heroes.
Vronsky may not be like them in the nature of what he's escaping, but I think he sees the war as his best and only option given the mess his life has become. I don't think he needs to fit in though; he'll probably be their commander.


    


    
        coltee_cuckoldee (+3)

        I do think it is somewhat genuine. Some of the men likely want to go to war and prove themselves out there. Others might be going as they are expected to go.
I'm surprised that this chapter is about Katavasov. I forgot who this character was and it turns out it is Levin's friend. The volunteers seemed like very different people but I'm sure they'll get together well as they'll likely spend some time together.
I think Vronsky might fit in with the older, more reserved soldiers. I imagine that he will keep to himself in the beginning but he might mingle with the others.
They do not want to deal with the backlash that would come with expressing their differing views. I don't blame them. They're just starting out for war and it would be pointless to single themselves out by revealing their true opinions.
I think he doesn't want anyone to know how he really feels (in case Sergey tells others and everyone finds out). He does not want to cause any unnecessary drama.
Random thoughts: I'm surprised by this chapter. I was hoping that we would get to see more of Vronsky, Karenin and Serezha but we don't yet know much about what happened after Anna's death. I wonder if Tolstoy was revealing his true opinions on the Russo-Turkish war (which was likely going on when Part 8 was written).


    

Part 8 - Chapter 4

    Discussion from r/yearofannakarenina (2023)

 What did you think about Vronsky's mother's opinions on Anna?
 Why do you think Sergey Ivanovich is not as judgemental?
 What do you make of Vronsky’s mother saying she knew it was Anna as soon as she heard a woman had thrown herself under a train?
 Do you think Alexey Karenin gaining custody of Annie is a good outcome for her?
 We learned from the countess that Vronsky had taken Anna's death very hard, and we're reminded of his past failed suicide attempt. Given that he now has the additional burden of a toothache, do you believe he could become suicidal?
 Anything else you'd like to discuss?
Final line:


Sergey Ivanovitch said he would be very glad to, and crossed over to the other side of the station.
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        daphnetis (+3)

        I found Vronsky’s mother’s notes on Anna pretty much diabolical considering 
- she herself had lovers while married as Vronsky himself described her as “a brilliant society woman, who had had during her married life, and still more afterwards, many love affairs notorious in the whole fashionable world” in early chapters
- she supported this relationship until Vronsky disregarded his career for Anna
- Vronsky was the person who dragged Anna’s life into this situation, not the other way around


    


    
        DernhelmLaughed (+3)

         She is speaking from a position of great rage. Complete disregard of Anna's life, only concerned with her son and the family reputation.
 Likely because he is not directly involved, so there's no reason for him to spit the same volume of venom as the countess.
 I don't think it's true, just a nasty thing to say.
 He is not the worst choice to be her guardian, but the bar is very low.
* That toothache comment was so cruel. How can she categorize the toothache on the same level as the impact of Anna's death on Vronsky? Though, I do think Vronsky might want to escape his past, and his mother. Perhaps going to war will be enough for him rather than suicide. He's be in his element as a soldier and be able to focus on his skill in battle and forget.


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+6)

        If my son's life had been ruined as Vronsky's has, I'd be judgmental too about the woman who caused it. Sergey is at more of a distance and also probably recognizes that people are complicated, not all bad or all good.
Did the Countess really think of Anna right away when she heard the news? Maybe, especially if they'd just been talking about her, and Vronsky had just received a note from her. Or maybe she's conveniently revised her memory.
Sadly, I don't think there is a truly good outcome for Annie, but this is the best one. She is legally Karenin's daughter. I hope he does his best for her and is as good a father as he can be. I wonder how Seryozha will relate to her.
For Vronsky, going to war may be his means of suicide. Toothache notwithstanding, I don't think he'll shoot himself again when he has a way to die nobly.
I was surprised to see that Yashvin was the one who effectively recruited him. And I did think Yashvin was a better gambler than that.
When speaking of her son going to the war, the Countess says "ce n'est pas très bien vu a Pétersbourg." I don't know what she's speaking of here. Someone in Petersburg (at court?) holds a dim view of something. Of the war itself? Of Vronsky going to war? Something else?


    


    
        coltee_cuckoldee (+5)

        I think she's being too harsh but I am not surprised since she has always been against this relationship. Vronsky is equally to blame since he was the one who insistently pursued Anna (he literally followed her when she was travelling via train). I think his mother realized how deep his infatuation with Anna ran and she was a bit worried that she would lose her hold over him. I do understand her views though as her son's life has been turned upside down and she's clearly worried about him.
I think Sergey was pretty insulated from the gossip that ran about Anna and therefore he's unaware of several details. He just knows that she was a married woman who left her family to be with her lover and he's able to understand that she might have been unhappy in her marriage and had reasons that seemed valid to her at that point. I also think that he's just trying to not fuel drama- if he hints that he is okay with this negative talk, it might encourage the Countess to continue.
She must have found out about Anna's insecurity and how often the two fought. I don't think Vronsky would have told her but maybe she found out through the servants at her her son's house? She would have been able to tell that Vronsky had just fought with Anna if he was in a bad mood when he visited her. On hearing about the suicide, she put two and two together.
Yes, I worry for Vronsky and I don't think he has the bandwidth to take care of a child. It sounded like either parent barely had a relationship with Annie. It makes sense for him to focus on himself and try to get over what happened. Karenin is the more stable figure and it was incredibly kind of him to offer to do something like this. He clearly wants the best for Serezha and maybe he realizes that it would be best to unite the two half-siblings.
I think he might be suicidal. It seems to be why he has agreed to go fight in the war- he doesn't care what will happen to him and he might think that it would be easier for those around him if he died fighting as opposed to by his own hand.
I'm eager to know Karenin's views on this entire situation. I have a feeling that he might be more sympathetic than expected especially since he offered to generously take care of Annie.


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+4)

        It's kind of him to take Annie, but it's also his responsibility. She's legally his daughter since Anna was married to him.


    


    
        coltee_cuckoldee (+2)

        My bad, I forgot about that part. I wonder if Vronsky's mother will fight for her custody if Vronsky does end up dying in war.


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+3)

        The Countess doesn't seem the sort of person who would do that, plus legally she has no standing. Also, Annie would seem clearly out of place in her household, where on the surface there's nothing irregular about Karenin raising both "his" children.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+6)

        Vronksy’s mother has a right to be upset but there really is no way things would have turned out otherwise in retrospect. His family already tried to get him to not be in the relationship (though likely for other reasons). Maybe they should have checked in on his fragile state more frequently? One never knows. Typically survivors try to cast blame on themselves. His mother doesn’t have capacity to feel guilt around this just yet so she is blaming Anna. It’s human nature.
Vronsky was already in a fragile state with his prior suicide attempt when he left with Anna. No one could have seen how sick Anna was. Like many people, she was either able to mask the extent of her mental illness or didn’t progress in declining until it was too late. Or her postpartum depression was just seen as temporary. Vronsky in his state of mental instability would never leave her.
I won’t forgive Tolstoy if Vronsky outright commits suicide.
I don’t expect a happy ending at this point. So it will probably be something more subtle like he dies in the war (probably volunteering for some suicide mission on the front lines). Thankfully Annie is taken care of which makes me think Tolstoy will have Vronksky die.


    


    
        coltee_cuckoldee (+3)

        

Thankfully Annie is taken care of which makes me think Tolstoy will have Vronksky die.

Good point. It does sound like he's not going to return. I wonder if his mom suspects this as well but it does seem like he regrets giving his daughter up.


    


    
        helenofyork (+8)

        If I were Vronsky’s mother I’d be angry at Anna also! I can’t blame his mother for being furious. Anna ruined her son.


    

Part 8 - Chapter 5

    Discussion from r/yearofannakarenina (2023)

 Vronsky's gnawing toothache contrasts with the image of the even white teeth Tolstoy often liked to describe. Did you find that an effective way to show character development?
 What do you think will happen with Vronsky? Will he survive and come back to war? Or will this be his end?
 We were not spared a description of Anna's corpse, and it appears that her face was undamaged. What did you think about that?
 Did Anna get her revenge on Vronsky?
* Anything else you'd like to discuss?
Final line:


And after talking a little more of King Milan’s proclamation, and the immense effect it might have, they parted, going to their carriages on hearing the second bell.
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        GigaChan450 (+2)

        i'm getting quite sickened and moody over this book now. The line where Vronsky recalls the first and last times he remembers Anna particularly sickens me - from mysterious, exquisite, loving, and seeking and bestowing happiness; to cruel and vindictive.
How did that happen? The gradual change that Tolstoy depicts in this book is so masterful - u don't even feel it happen, it just sinks in like fine wine, capturing you in tipsiness and aroma, and all of a sudden, we're left with a depiction of Anna's 'mangled body'. I'm depressed.
A vicious cycle - who wants to love someone who's 'cruel and vindictive'? Who'd even wanna stay NEAR such a toxic, negative person? But that pulling away from Anna just makes her even more vicious, moody, and mentally ill.
These 2 were NEVER supposed to meet. And both are at blame.
But Koznishev's stance summarises my decision to assess this ethical dilemma - 'it's not for us to judge'.
Tolstoy's genius is that he says things that you already feel but can't quite put into words, and he says it better than you can.


    


    
        DernhelmLaughed (+2)

         It just made me think the toothache might be the final straw that tips Vronsky into a downward spiral.
 He's looking for some escape, and this may manifest as a death wish.
 Undamaged face or not, I felt the indignity of having so many eyes on her.
 I don't know if revenge factored into her goal. And I disagree with the old countess that Anna aimed to ruin Vronsky with her suicide. She just wanted an end to her anguish.
* This is the first time I'm getting a sense of Vronsky's state of mind, and of his reaction to Anna's death. From teh last few chapters, I'd thought he was numb, or perhaps just downcast from the reputational hit. For the first time, I can see he is in a struggle to stay afloat here.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+6)

        This was really sad and heartbreaking to read. I could feel the guilt he had over their last argument. And how she said he would be sorry for it. To me this was the saddest chapter yet.
I don’t understand how Anna’s face survived given how her fall was described and that she was on her hands and knees looking at the train car but I wonder if Vronksky is imaging this.
This quote really got me: 


He tried to recall his best moments with her, but those moments were poisoned forever. He could only think of her as triumphant, successful in her menace of a wholly useless remorse never to be effaced.



    


    
        brioche_01 (+5)

        I did not think of his toothache as character development in contrast to the previous description of his white and even teeth, but I like this idea. I understood the gnawing toothache as Vronsky being in so much emotional pain that he doesn’t care about physical pain anymore. I think he is going to war to die a good death, a noble death. And why bother looking after his teeth if he plans on dying soon. He tells Sergey Ivanovitch : “I’m glad there is something to give my life for, for it’s not simply useless but loathsome to me.”  I don’t think Vronsky wants to come back.
Anna’s face was undamaged and beautiful even in death. This did not make sense to me considering how she died, but Anna’s beauty was reminded to us again and again, and I think Tolstoy wanted her to be this beautiful lady until the very end, even after her death. I also find that, generally in literature and other art forms, women’s suicides tend to be romanticized and there is an inclination for them to be kept beautiful. I think Tolstoy was just following the trend here.
I think Anna got exactly what she was hoping for with her actions. Vronsky is miserable and filled with guilt and regret. That is what she wanted and so, she got her revenge. Revenge for what exactly, I’m not so sure.


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+2)

        If the toothache was meant to show character development, it was lost on me. I mostly saw Tolstoy showing character development through actual thoughts, words or actions. We wouldn't understand his characters nearly as well without their (sometimes extensive) inner monologues.
I think Vronsky intends to die in battle. He declines Sergey Ivanovitch's offer to provide introductory letters that might give him a better position. It seems he just wants to go out and kill Turks and thinks he'll probably die in the process. He has no other purpose now.
Given the nature of her death it seems weird that her face would be undamaged, so I'm sure it means something. Maybe seeing her face reminded Vronsky of all the times he'd seen it in life, from the first attraction to the bitter arguments they had at the last. It made it even sadder than it already was.
She surely got her revenge, which was what she thought she wanted. I don't think she really did want that, and I wonder what would have happened if he'd headed home earlier, catching her before she left.


    


    
        coltee_cuckoldee (+3)

        Maybe, I didn't think of this at all. I thought he was just not taking care of himself and the toothache was a result of that. He could have gotten it looked at before going to war.
I have no clue but I feel like it would be too simple an ending if he does die. He wants to die at the moment and he seems to be preparing for death (gave up Annie's custody) but I hope he survives.
I guess it alludes to her beauty and how that was the main thing that made her stand out in a crowd. This makes me think of The Picture of Dorian Gray and I wonder if beauty is related to sins committed by the person. The fact that her face remained undamaged even though she died such a violent death could refer to how her sins (adultery, etc) were forgiven. Maybe Tolstoy wanted Vronsky to see her undamaged face so that he would never be able to picture her like she was alive (he would only be able to remember how she looked like when she was dead).
In a very messed up way, I think she did. I don't think Vronsky will ever be capable of dating/marrying someone and if he does survive the war, he'll just end up alone.
Random: I recently watched the mini series version of Anna Karenina (with Vittoria Puccini as Anna) and I really enjoyed it. She's gorgeous and the way she carries herself is so elegant- she's the perfect Anna.
Also, I recently found out that Anna is only 27/28 in the book. I always imagined her to be in her early-mid thirties since she was married to Karenin for 8-9 years. I feel so bad for her since she was just a child when she was married off to a man who didn't love her the way she needed him to. The one time she tried to do something for herself, it backfired really badly.


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+3)

        Now I want to read Dorian Gray.


    


    
        coltee_cuckoldee (+2)

        It's a great book!


    

Part 8 - Chapter 6

    Discussion from r/yearofannakarenina (2023)

 What do you think is Levin's opinion on the Serbian war? Why was Kitty embarrassed when she was asked that question?
 Why did Kitty's father have irony on his face when they were talking about Sergey and Katavasov?
 How does Kitty's mother/baby relationship compare with Anna's?



...but that he knew and understood everything, and knew and understood a great deal too that no one else knew, and that she, his mother, had learned and come to understand only through him.

What do you think it is that Kitty has come to learn and understand through her baby?
* Anything else you'd like to discuss?
Final line:


"But now go away, he’s going to sleep."
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        GigaChan450 (+1)

        this chapter rlly acted as a soft landing, by shining a bit of light on life, after the previous few depressing chapters. A mother's bond with her child is the most beautiful thing in the world. We must always preserve it


    


    
        Altruistic-Pitch861 (+2)

        "But I am not a negro. When I have washed, I shall look like a human being"
It's unfortunate that this line comes from a character who's supposedly one of the educated members of society. I don't believe this line reflects Tolstoy's views on race. But I have no doubt he heard comments like these often, probably even from individuals he intellectually respected


    


    
        GigaChan450 (+2)

        fyi tolstoy was a raging misogynist even tho he's arguably one of the most endearing and insightful writers of women in history. So i wouldn't be surprised if an extrapolation of his misogynist views into the racial dimension turned out to be accurate


    


    
        DernhelmLaughed (+3)

        I think the family life in Levin and Kitty's household serves as a contrast to Anna and Vronsky's situation. Whereas their lives might have been similar in the past, in similar social circles, their paths crossed more than once, the two couples have diverged so much further now. Especially striking is the difference in how Anna and Vronsky were hardly ever described as paying attention to Annie, whereas here we see Kitty so in sympatico with her baby's feeding, and we see her attend to him so lovingly.


    


    
        coltee_cuckoldee (+3)

        I don't think Levin would voluntarily agree to fight in the war. As long as he's not forced to join, I don't think he cares. I wonder if a lot of men are fighting the war and Levin is one of the odd ones who have chosen not to- Kitty might have felt embarrassed due to this.
I don't think the Prince is interested in meeting the two guests. He's probably trying to relax since he just returned from abroad.
That's a bit unfair since Anna was a devoted mother to Serezha up until the affair and she was likely suffering from post partum after Annie's birth. Kitty seems to be just as devoted to her son but I doubt that she would ever abandon her child.
She's enjoying her new role as a mother and seems to understand her child very well.


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+3)

        Possibly Levin is not much interested in the Servían war and doesn't have a strong opinion. Kitty might be embarrassed because Sergey Ivanovitch expects him to be as interested in it as everyone in Moscow.
Now we know Katavasov's full name: he is Fyodor Vassilievitch.
I'm not sure what "irony" conveys in this context. It doesn't seem to fit. Anyway, I think he's saying it's hot, and he really doesn't feel like making the effort to entertain guests, especially a couple of intellectuals. Maybe he doesn't really mean it, and is really quite pleased to have company.
Kitty is bonded to her son, and delights in him. There's nothing negative about the relationship; it's all joy. 
But Anna never bonded with her daughter, partly because of the circumstances of her birth and partly because Anna was so ill and nearly died in childbirth, and then couldn't nurse her. Kitty has no trouble with that; she seems to delight in nursing her baby.


    


    
        helenofyork (+3)

        Now you have me wondering how old little Annie is when her mother dies.


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+3)

        I think she’s between one and two.


    


    
        helenofyork (+3)

        So much action in such a short time


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+3)

        It is nice to see Kitty settling into motherhood and she seems to enjoy it. She seems much calmer and more mature now that she has a baby to tend. It was clear from earlier chapters that she loves to take care of people. And that she is good at it. I wonder who in Tolstoy’s life she is modeled after?


    


    
        helenofyork (+3)

        I assumed that Kitty is modeled after his wife, Sonja.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+2)

        Ah that makes sense.


    

Part 8 - Chapter 7

    Discussion from r/yearofannakarenina (2023)

 Do you think Levin is spending too much time alone?
 Why is Levin tormented by his unbelief?
 What do you think about the situation with Dolly and Stiva? Has she made the right decision? What would you have done in her place?
 Kitty blushes at the thought of giving her guests unclean bed linen. Does this suggest that she is a bit ashamed of her humble life?
* Anything else you'd like to discuss?
Final line:


"Yes, only be like your father, only like him," she said, handing Mitya over to the nurse, and putting her lips to his cheek.
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        coltee_cuckoldee (+2)

        He's always been alone so I woudn't be too concerned about it. He has a family this time (previously he would only talk to Agatha).
I think he wants to be a believer but knows that he does not whole-heartedly believe in religion. He cannot pretend to be religious either.
I'm surprised that things are so bad between Dolly and Stiva that she has considered divorcing him. I think she made the wrong choice as Stiva will continue to be financially irresponsible and Dolly will eventually have to sell her entire estate. She seems to be suffering from sunk-cost fallacy and I don't see her situation improving in the future as she'll continue to keep this marriage alive.
I don't think she's ashamed. Levin is well-off (even though he's currently concerned about his finances, he's doing so much better than Stiva and the likes) so I'm sure he has the means to purchase some nice things for the house. She just wants the guests to be impressed by her housekeeping/hostessing.


    


    
        DernhelmLaughed (+5)

         Alone time isn't an issue. - Levin has the option to indulge in his own ruminations alone, or to enjoy the embrace of his loving family. Without the latter, he seemed unsatisfied, and not like some other personalities who truly enjoy isolation.
 Not to deprecate Levin's philosophical angst, which is a crucial part of a meaningful personal journey, but he seems to be someone who enjoys being conflicted about something. Anything.
 Dolly is being far too nice, but I understand that she has limited options, and Stiva's ruin would drag her down in some way.
 I don't think shame or pride is Kitty's prime motivation here. She is simply a good hostess, who would want to ensure the comfort of her guests. And so she makes an effort to provide clean sheets.


    


    
        helenofyork (+3)

        

Not to deprecate Levin's philosophical angst, which is a crucial part of a meaningful personal journey, but he seems to be someone who enjoys being conflicted about something. Anything.

This!
&#x200B;
You win. Levin would be lost if he weren't lost in thought about something and tormented!


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+6)

        And now we finally are going to get the religious commentary from our Tolkien mouthpiece. We knew it was coming.
Poor Dolly. Stiva is a real piece of work. It sounds like Dolly and her children are guardians of Levin since Stiva is at war.
I didn’t take it that Kitty was ashamed by her humble life. Only that she wants to be seen as a good hostess. She leaned that from her mother and takes it seriously.


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+5)

        Stiva isn’t at war, he’s just staying in Moscow living his life. He has to, I suppose, because his job is there, but he’s also enjoying himself as usual.


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+3)

        Is Levin spending too much time alone? Probably not, as long as he comes home for dinner. And why is he tormented by his unbelief? Because Tolstoy was, and he used Levin to show us the evolution of his own beliefs. Maybe he feels the longing expressed by Blaise Pascal here:


“What else does this craving, and this helplessness, proclaim but that there was once in man a true happiness, of which all that now remains is the empty print and trace? This he tries in vain to fill with everything around him, seeking in things that are not there the help he cannot find in those that are, though none can help, since this infinite abyss can be filled only with an infinite and immutable object; in other words by God himself.” 


- Blaise Pascal, Pensées VII(425)As satisfying as it would have been to see Dolly divorce Stiva, she was probably right to keep the family together. I assume the children love their father.
I don’t know what to think about the bed linen, other than Kitty wanting to have things just right for her unexpected guests. If she’d known they were coming she probably would have had everything prepared. I wouldn’t describe her life as “humble” at all.


    

Part 8 - Chapter 8

    Discussion from r/yearofannakarenina (2023)

 Could Levin be wrong in his assumptions here? Could it be that others have the same questions as him, but that they can live without answers?
 Is it possible that he will find an answer to his question with which he is satisfied?
 How would you describe his state of mind?
 Do you think Kitty, Levin and the baby are one of Tolstoy's "happy families"?
* Anything else you'd like to discuss?
Final line:


He was miserably divided against himself, and strained all his spiritual forces to the utmost to escape from this condition.
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        helenofyork (+3)

        It's a good thing that Levin has physical labor to occupy him. If he sat around overthinking all day, he'd go stark-raving mad. Levin thinks and thinks instead of living.


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+5)

        Oh, I hope we're not going to have many chapters of Levin's angst. I do think he'll find an answer with which he's satisfied; I don't think Tolstoy would start this train of thought with no intention of finishing it.
Levin lived in a time of great scientific discovery, and he's having trouble reconciling this discovery with what was apparently a literal interpretation of the Bible. Since he can't do that, he's decided he's an unbeliever. I hope he comes to the conclusion that God is real and guided the processes that the scientists were discovering, so we can get back to the actual story of him and Kitty and their family.
Yes, I think they can be described as a happy family, at least in their relation to one another. If Levin lets his inner turmoil affect their relationship, that might change. Kitty's sister Natalia and her husband Lvov seem to be happy too, on the same page as to their way of life and the raising of their children.


    


    
        coltee_cuckoldee (+2)

        I do believe that others having the same questions as him do exist, but they likely do not hyperfocus on this issue. They might have doubts and would like answers but they don't demand answers immediately. Levin tends to overthink everything and he seems to have no patience in figuring out the answers. If he does not have the answer to something, he will ignore everything else and focus entirely on the one issue he has.
I don't think he will ever be satisfied. If he chooses to become religious, he will likely question his faith within a few years.
He is conflicted as usual and is overthinking things. I am surprised that he has the time/energy to focus on such matters especially since he isn't doing too well financially. He seems to get lost in the details and is always unable to see the bigger picture.
I think so. This is probably going to be a successful union. Levin will not cheat on Kitty and I don't think that she'll ever hate/resent him for anything (unlike Dolly/Anna).


    


    
        DernhelmLaughed (+3)

         That's a very good question. We have seen in the past that Levin doesn't always have a good grasp of other people's experiences, or how they might react to the same situation.
 Levin might have a lightbulb moment where he realizes that his assumptions are flawed, but it is more likely that he will remain permanently dissatisfied because he enjoys being dissatisfied.
 Surprisingly, he is close to giving up on life, on everything. I thought he'd have enough motivation and unexpressed anger to want to fix Russia first.
 I think we have seen that public displays of "happiness" tend to be facades, and not necessarily reflecting a satisfaction with life. Most of our main characters are  struggling with something, but are they unhappy simply because their lives have ups and downs? After reading the bulk of the book, the opening line of the book has taken on some additional nuance, that "happy families" are all alike because there are no bumps in the road for them. Not visible to us, anyway. "Unhappy families" encounter challenges, which mark them in different ways, and so they are no longer the cookie cutter "happy families".
* A bit surprised to see such an apparent mood change in Levin. He has always been dissatisfied and unhappy, but there has always been something to fix. Even in his recent past, he has been happier, and building a life. But today, he is giving up.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+4)

        Levin is overthinking his own thoughts here.
If Christianity can’t explain the problems of his life, then what answers can explain them?
Yet he turned to prayer in his time of need and now turns on himself for turning to Christianity. Yep, that sounds like Levin….
I did find it humorous that in college he thought religion had no place in modern society. And hundreds of later, college students still mull over these same thoughts.


    


    
        DernhelmLaughed (+3)

        Yes, I also found it darkly humorous that no matter the occasion, Levin somehow finds something to be unhappy about.


    

Part 8 - Chapter 9

    Discussion from r/yearofannakarenina (2023)

 How does Levin's anxiety over his religious convictions compare to his anxiety over agricultural reforms? Are they connected?
 It is now the second chapter where we get insights into Levin's crisis. There was no single thought about Kitty and their child. What do you think about that?
 Is there anyone Levin could talk to who could help him clarify his thoughts?
 What do you make of how Anna and Levin, two people in very different positions, went through a similar train of thoughts and came to a similar conclusion?
* Do you think Levin will continue to have suicidal thoughts to the end of the book?
Final line:


But Levin did not shoot himself, and did not hang himself; he went on living.
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        coltee_cuckoldee (+3)

        He seems to be more distressed about his religious convictions. I get the feeling that he's trying to prove himself to be worthy enough for Kitty (who has grown up in religion). If he were married to someone else, I don't think he would be so stressed out.
I wonder if he's a bit distant from Kitty now that he's going through his own crisis of faith.
He might be able to talk about this with his brother, Sergey. He could also mention it briefly (without mentioning the suicidal thoughts) to Stiva as they've been friends for so long but I doubt that Stiva would be of any help.
Anna viewed suicide as a means of revenge against Vronsky. She knew that the action would make him suffer and that it was encouraged her to take that step although she had realized that there was no way to get out of the hole that she had dug for herself.
He might. But I'm sure that he'll be fine and won't take any such step.
Favorite line: "He read and thought, and the more he read and thought the further he felt from his goal."


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+3)

        Levin’s anxiety in this chapter feels a lot more serious than his musings about agricultural reform. I don’t feel they’re particularly connected other than they both express some concerns that Tolstoy himself had.
I don’t think anything about Kitty and Mitya not being mentioned. Tolstoy just chose not to bring them up here.
Is there anyone Levin could talk to? Maybe the old priest he talked to before the wedding.
Thoughts of suicide may not be uncommon when someone is facing what seems to be an impossible dilemma, but fortunately it rarely becomes reality. Even Anna was on the edge of pulling back just as the train was upon her.
No, I don’t think Levin will continue to have suicidal thoughts for the rest of the book. I’ve never read Tolstoy before but I don’t think any author would leave that kind of important issue unresolved.


    


    
        DernhelmLaughed (+3)

        Both Anna and Levin seem to have found suicide as a viable option to relieve themselves of the fatigue of carrying life's burdens. With Levin, however, I got the sense there wasn't some intolerable agony that needed relief, but an inability to reconcile his philosophical stances with his actual life. Almost an escape from boredom.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+6)

        Levin’s existential crisis is really Tolstoy’s. I found this interesting bit in prior years comments:
The lines about Levin hiding his shotgun and chords are lifted right out of Tolstoy's diary, word for word. Other paragraphs seem straight out of his A Confession. (Autobiographical)


It had come to this, that I, a healthy, fortunate man, felt I could no longer live: some irresistible power impelled me to rid myself one way or other of life. I cannot say I wished to kill myself. The power which drew me away from life was stronger, fuller, and more widespread than any mere wish. It was a force similar to the former striving to live, only in a contrary direction. All my strength drew me away from life. The thought of self-destruction now came to me as naturally as thoughts of how to improve my life had come formerly. And it was seductive that I had to be wily with myself lest I should carry it out too hastily. I did not wish to hurry, only because I wanted to use all efforts to disentangle the matter. “If I cannot unravel matters, there will always be time.” And it was then that I, a man favoured by fortune, hid a cord from myself, lest I should hang myself from the crosspiece of the partition in my room, where I undressed alone every evening; and I ceased to go out shooting with a gun, lest I should be tempted by so easy a way of ending my life. I did not myself know what I wanted: I feared life, desired to escape from it; yet still hoped something of it.



    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+4)

        Thank you for finding that. He expressed it in his own words better than he wrote them for Levin.


    


    
        DernhelmLaughed (+3)

        Wow. Almost word for word what Levin was thinking.


    

Part 8 - Chapter 10

    Discussion from r/yearofannakarenina (2023)

 Why is Levin afraid of suicide?
 Why is it for Levin so important, to do everything in the same way as his ancestors?
 What do you think about the way he handles his duties and his work?
 What do you make of Levin in his youth wanting to work for the benefit of society, then after his marriage restricting himself to “living for himself”?
 What is it about the bees that Levin loves so much?
 Anything else you'd like to discuss?
Final line:


So he lived, not knowing and not seeing any chance of knowing what he was and what he was living for, and harassed at this lack of knowledge to such a point that he was afraid of suicide, and yet firmly laying down his own individual definite path in life.
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        helenofyork (+2)

        Levin fears suicide because he really wants to live - and live well. He fears the momentary temptation that would take everything from him. A person can kill themselves quickly. Anna would not have stayed on that track if she had a choice. Fearing suicide means that Levin knows himself. He could act in a pique of passion and not really mean or want to do.
I suspect Levin loves existential angst. He fancies himself a deep thinker and that is why he does so much of it.


    


    
        coltee_cuckoldee (+2)

        He is responsible for his wife and child and I guess he fears that he would almost be blamed if he killed himself as his wife (who herself is young and naive) would now be responsible for the family.
Tradition matters a lot to him. It's probably why he's against the new style of education. There was also a paragraph that described why Levin thought that nobility was important and he did not like the way Stiva earned his way up.
He's definitely more competent at work when compared to Stiva, etc but he does take things too seriously at times. He has a tendency to get lost in one thing and ignore everything else.
It's probably a good decision as Levin tends to hyperfocus on one thing. It would have been worrisome if Levin decided to prioritize his career and helping others over his family. He should live for himself and try to enjoy his current life.


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+2)

        Levin knows how to run his business, and this probably offers some stability when his musings on the meaning of life start to disturb him. He could certainly use a good therapist, but the concept of psychotherapy hadn't been invented yet. Freud hadn't even graduated from medical school.
We haven't seen him with the bees yet, so I don't know why he enjoys this new hobby. Maybe they appear orderly in the way they go about their lives and he finds it comforting against his sometimes confused thoughts.
Kitty is unwell again. What does that mean and why does Tolstoy mention it? Does she have some recurring illness? Or is she pregnant already?


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+2)

        Ah I glossed over the part where Kitty is unwell. Thanks for pointing that out. I hope nothing is too wrong.


    


    
        DernhelmLaughed (+4)

         It seems in line with his tendency to fuss over the theoretical aspects of any new enterprise, rather than move forward with a practical application of his theories. In this case, practical application would be a drastic, irrevocable undertaking.
 Now that Levin has produced a child, he is apparently invested in continuity and tradition as a means to improve his child's life. Perhaps this is the lasting legacy he had hoped to achieve with his great works in agriculture.
 These are tasks that he is perfectly capable of doing, but they take up so much time and energy, he can't sit on the sidelines and play with theories.
 Levin has undergone a major change in his outlook in life. I'm not sure if this had been telegraphed for ages, but I only noticed it in the last few chapters. So perhaps it is because that infallible inner judge that has told him that by choosing to have a family, he has taken one path, and he must perform his role well, to the exclusion of his ambitions in the philosophical and theoretical areenas.
* Beefkeeeping is a microcosm of what Levin wants to excel in - it is a link to Nature and animal husbandry, with an end product that has value. Given the onerous responsibilities that Levin is undertaking, and added attraction here might be that  beefeeping is relaxing and undemannding.


    

Part 8 - Chapter 11

    Discussion from r/yearofannakarenina (2023)

 What do you think of this work period where reportedly peasants have to work three times as hard for three to four weeks?
 Why did Levin cut Fyodor off just as he had started to expand on his idea?
 What is the revelation Levin had?
 Now that Levin has had his revelation, what will he do next?
* Anything else you'd like to discuss?
Final line:


While the peasant had talked about Fokanych living for his soul by obeying the truth and God’s will, a throng of vague but significant thoughts seemed to break loose from wherever they had been locked up and, all rushing towards the same goal, they started spinning round in his head, blinding him with their light.
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        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+2)

        The first line of this chapter:
"The day on which Sergey Ivanovitch came to Pokrovskoe was one of Levin's most painful days.”
What follows did not make me understand what was so particularly painful about it, but the day's not over. Something momentous must be coming.
It started out fairly normally, with a description of the busy harvest season, including the familiar sequence where Levin tells someone how a task should be done and then is ignored. He must be used to it by now. And then Fyodor begins to talk about someone who lives for his soul, and does not forget God. Levin cuts him off before he can give his opinion about Levin himself. I don't think he wants to hear it, but it gets him thinking.


    


    
        DernhelmLaughed (+2)

         I thought it interesting that this period of heroic toil is given descriptions like "an extraordinary intensity of self-sacrifice" and "quickening of energy", and yet, it is also not highly esteemed by those same workers because it is a regularly-occurring work with simple results.
 Levin got an idea and didn't want to hear the rest of the story.
 Perhaps Levin was struck by the idea of prioritizing the soul instead of monetary returns.
 Levin might start implementing compassionate forgiveness of debts despite his own financial needs. This is a way to end the systemic trap that forces the peasants to persist in a misery of labor and debts.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+2)

        It makes sense the peasants have to work more during certain harvests. Then I would guess there are also periods of rest, especially in the winter.
I think Levin has seen that he needs to think more of the greater good.


    


    
        coltee_cuckoldee (+3)

        I'm assuming that they get paid according to the work they get done during this season. It's not surprising since a lot of jobs tend to have busy and dry periods.
I think he realized that he should live in a manner similar to Plato (are we talking about the philosopher here?).
He realized that he should be more generous and I guess he'll start being more lenient with his employees and tenants. I'm not sure if it is a good idea since he is struggling financially and now has a child to raise.


    

Part 8 - Chapter 12

    Discussion from r/yearofannakarenina (2023)

 What do you think was the trigger for Levin's existential crisis? Was it the death of his brother Nikolai, or is there some mental instability in all of the Levin brothers?
 What do you think of Levin’s conclusions?



And most of all, the deceitfulness; yes, the deceitfulness of intellect.

What do you think about that?
 Has Levin found what he was after? Do you think this will be the end of his mental suffering?
* Anything else you'd like to discuss?
Final line:


..Intellectual dishonesty, that’s what it is," he repeated.

See you all next week!
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        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+4)

        This is Tolstoy telling us about his own spiritual awakening. Did he write the whole rest of the book just to get us to read it? Probably not; more likely he wrote Anna's story and then thought "hm, this is pretty good. Maybe I should add my own experiences. Few people would read it if I published that alone."
In any case, I don't think Levin's current crisis of conscience is a sign of mental instability, so I don't think it's a family trait. And Sergey Ivanovitch doesn't seem too unstable, his odd insistence on being faithful to his dead fiancée notwithstanding. If there was any trigger for Levin, it might have been the time he spent in Moscow, and being dissatisfied with the way he lived there.
I don't think Levin/Tolstoy is done with his revelations yet. I expect that he'll at some point be able to reconcile his intellect with his faith, though it seems to be in his nature to continue to think about the meaning of life. And I am still waiting to find out why this is going to be one of his "most painful days."


    


    
        coltee_cuckoldee (+2)

        I think Levin has always been restless and questioned things although I do believe that the Levin brothers' childhood contributed to their unsatisfactory lives. Levin seems to be slightly better off when compared to Nikolai and I hope he'll be able to deal with his issues.
I'm sure he'll change his mind within a few chapters. He always seems to be oscillating between different views.
I guess he's talking about how we tend to overcomplicate things and fool ourselves into believing that we're doing well when we're not. Reminds of my behavior during good sales: I tend to buy a lot of useless items even when I have no need for them- I just tell myself that I'm saving money when I'm actually spending more money than I would have during non-sale periods.
No, I think he'll be satisfied for a few weeks and after that, he will either change his opinion entirely or lose interest in this issue and pursue another one.
Favorite lines: If goodness has a cause, it is no longer goodness; if it has a consequence- a reward, it is also not goodness.
I agree with the other commentators. I'm just bored by these Levin chapters when we could have focused on Anna's immediate family. I want to know Karenin and Serezha's reaction to everything.


    


    
        brioche_01 (+3)

        I think the trigger for Levin’s existential crisis is Tolstoy’s own existential crisis. Unfortunately, Part 8 is bringing down my appreciation of this otherwise great novel. I want to read about the aftermath of Anna’s death but I feel like Tolstoy is done with her and wants to tell us about the importance of God in one’s life instead. I’m frankly struggling to finish the novel at this point. It’s like it’s suddenly a different book, and one I would not have wanted to read.
I want to know what is going on with Vronsky, Karenin, Serozha and Annie. I feel let down.
I don’t think the Levin brothers are all mentally unstable. Koznyshev does not seem to have too many issues there and even our own Levin is just a man who likes to overthink, I would not call him mentally unstable.
I don’t think finding religion will stop Levin’s (or Tolstoy’s) suffering, more than momentarily. He will probably torture himself with questions that have no answers until the very end.


    


    
        MookaMG (+4)

        Wow, we differ a lot here. I thought the book was a drag until this chapter. It's interesting to see the sharp contrast of one main character contemplating the meaning of life and finding the value in it right after the other one commits suicide. Different tastes I guess.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+3)

        For some reason Levin’s existential/midlife crisis is exhausting me. Sorry I can’t even come up with a comment. I am still mourning Anna and wondering how her children are getting along.


    


    
        EmpressPlotina (+3)

        I agree, it's really starting to frustrate me. With only 50 or so pages to go I am tired of Levin/the author self insert...


    


    
        DernhelmLaughed (+3)

         Since the beginning of the book, Levin has consistently looked for something to fix or make more efficient. Philosophy, agriculture etc. And we have seen that his motivation partly springs from a desire to make a name for himself and leave a legacy. He hasn't achieved those lofty early goals, but now he could satisfactorily say that he won Kitty as his wife, and his children will be his legacy. Still, Levin's crisis might be his lack of success by that early yardstick.
 I do wonder if he is now latching on the the idea of altruism, or serving God, as a solution to his failure to fix everything in Russia.
 I don't agree that reason/intellect and goodness/altruism are mutually exclusive.
 I hope Levin can convince himself of a satisfactory solution. We have seen throughout the book that a lot of Levin's unhappiness could have been be easily alleviated by a simple change in his perspective. He doesn't have to actually do anything except convince himself he has succeeded in life. The difficulty will be getting that idea through his thick skull - that he is happy.


    

Part 8 - Chapter 13

    Discussion from r/yearofannakarenina (2023)

 What do you think about Levin's comparison of naughty children and philosophers?
 Do you think Levin will be able to wholeheartedly immerse himself in the church's doctrines now?
 Can you relate to what Levin is going through?
 Do you think Levin will share his thoughts with Kitty, and how do you imagine she will react?
*Anything else you'd like to discuss?
Final line:


"My God, thank you!" he said, stifling the sobs rising within him and wiping away with both hands the tears that had filled his eyes.
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        coltee_cuckoldee (+3)

        I'm surprised that Levin is connecting these two things together. I guess it makes sense in a way but I would not compare children playing around with philosophers asking difficult questions.
I think he will become extremely religious for a while but then he'll lose interest in religion and find another (non) issue to worry about.
Not really. I haven't ever considered a subject as deeply as Levin. He seems to overthink a lot and it's clearly not a useful habit since he's so stressed out all the time. It would be better if he relaxed a bit and worried more about everyday problems like finances, etc. Levin's ability to have enough time to overthink worries me. Is he being a present husband/father?
He might tell her that he believes in God but I don't think he'll tell her all of his intimate thoughts.


    


    
        helenofyork (+2)

        The children are living, playing and enjoying themselves. All without deep thought. They don't care about the fruit, who toiled for it and any financial gain/loss from it. They live.
Levin, on the other hand, is busy thinking.
This book would have been very dangerous to me when I was younger. People who prefer to think instead of act can be drawn into Tolstoy's circles.
The children may have been wasteful but they were right. They seize life with their hands and wring everything they can out of it. That said, when they grow up, they need to balance the enjoyment with seriousness lest they become like their father Stiva!


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+2)

        I have resigned myself that the last 6 chapters will be Levin/Tolstoy and his spiritual quest.
I feel like Levin was saying that the kids were trying to create. Which some philosophers would argue that is why man is here. To create and experience the world.
I guess Levin has had a spiritual awakening whereby he can’t logic through everything and just needs to have Faith. I suspect Kitty will be pleased.


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+2)

        I had to read the "children" anecdote a couple of times to get what he means, but I do like it. Human thought processes aren't capable of understanding the infinite, and Levin is going to stop overthinking it. I don't think he will completely accept the traditional doctrines of the Orthodox Church, but this won't affect his faith. I'm happy to see him come to this realization. And it encourages me to think that upcoming chapters may take place outside of Levin's head.
Will he talk to Kitty about it? I don't think so. We haven't seen him share his inmost thoughts with Kitty before. He may start going to church with her, and if he does she'll be happy about it.


    


    
        DernhelmLaughed (+2)

        This chapter was a bit more hopeful, in that Levin was mulling things over, at least. It's not wildly out of character for Levin to get morose over some disappointment or another, but these past few chapters have surprised me. I had expected that Levin knows how to find something to funnel his frustrations and energies into, rather than giving up on even trying.


    

Part 8 - Chapter 14

    Discussion from r/yearofannakarenina (2023)

 What do you think about Levin's resolution to change his relationship with others? Will he be able to do this in the long run? How well did he do in his first encounters with others?
 What do you think of the conversation between Levin and Sergey?


Levin had always advised his wife not to take the baby to the wood, thinking it unsafe, and he was not pleased to hear this.


Could this start a quarrel with Kitty? Does it feel ominous to you?
 What do the bees teach Levin?
* Anything else you'd like to discuss?
Final line:


Just as his bodily strength was still unaffected, in spite of the bees, so too was the spiritual strength that he had just become aware of.
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        coltee_cuckoldee (+2)

        I think that's a great resolution. He's very odd when it comes to social interactions and now that he has a family, it would definitely help him navigate social situations (I'm assuming that Kitty will make him attend a few balls in the future). I think he will put a lot of efforts towards this initially but then he'll eventually give up (similar to how he's given up on his book). He did pretty badly since he managed to be borderline rude to others.
It seemed like he deliberately wanted to hurt/provoke Sergey when he asked him about his book's reviews.
It could. He seems to be very controlling as in everything has to go exactly his way otherwise he will throw a tantrum.
No clue. Maybe harmony in the way they work together to achieve something?


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+2)

        Levin has learned that his spiritual awakening hasn't made him more comfortable in social interactions. He's trying, though. He thought his brother would want to talk about his book, but he doesn't; Levin doesn't know about the bad reviews. Maybe this awkwardness is part of the reason we were told this was a painful day for Levin.
I wonder why he thinks the wood is unsafe.  Maybe we'll find out, if something happens.
I guess he finds the bees soothing as they go about their well ordered lives. I don't know what they teach him, other than the contrast with the less-ordered lives people lead.


    


    
        DernhelmLaughed (+2)

        Levin's new philosophy in life sounds nice in theory, but the second someone "interferes", Levin is back to his old irritability. The true test of Levin's new resolution is going to be interactions like the one with the coachman, where Levin holds all the power in the relationship and feels entitled to be snippy. Should be interesting to see if Levin feels like he can behave this way with Kitty. I'm betting no.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+3)

        Part 8 is kiiiiillllliiiiinnnggg me. Maybe Tolstoy should have ended at Part 7 and just had an afterword.
I do love Tolstoy’s writing about nature. The bees were so beautifully written.
Hopefully the bees have taught Levin to ground himself and get back to his spiritual high and not let his petty, anxious thoughts take over again.


    

Part 8 - Chapter 15

    Discussion from r/yearofannakarenina (2023)

 The beekeeper believes that the Emperor should decide for the people whether or not the country should go to war, whereas the more intellectual Sergey and Katavasov think that the will of the people is the deciding factor. Where do you think Levin sits between these two extremes?
 Why do you think Tolstoy has added this Serbian war section to the novel? Will it serve to show some character development for Levin?
 We have seen some different points of view about the motivation of the volunteers. Which of those did resonate with you the most? What is your opinion on that topic?
 Does the occurrence of bees and wasps in this chapter have an underlying meaning?
* Anything else you'd like to discuss?
Final line:


"...What right have we to say that this is the people’s will?"
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        DernhelmLaughed (+3)

        I enjoyed the subtext of the bees and wasps as a backdrop for this conversation about the political power structure that controls the Russian population, making tactical decisions about getting into wars, and sending expendable soldiers into battle. And the speakers here are people who mirror that power structure on a much smaller scale. They keep bees and have the power to orchestrate the activities of bees to reap the honey as a reward.


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+3)

        I'm surprised that these learned men believe that there's such a thing as "the will of the people," especially in a country where most of the people don't vote. I've observed that for most people, the "will of the people" is what they and their colleagues want, until there's a vote and somebody is surprised.
The old prince asks "But who has declared war on the Turks?—Ivan Ivanovitch Ragozov and Countess Lidia Ivanovna, assisted by Madame Stahl?” We don't know who Ragozov is, but we've met the two women. Are they leading this movement or is the prince just randomly picking names?
In any case, I don't think "the people" should decide to go to war. A country has leaders for a reason. Levin seems to believe the same.
I don't know what the bees and wasps signify, or why Levin seems to think that telling Dolly it's a wasp will make her feel any better.
I think Tolstoy has added this to expose his own views on this war, or maybe wars in general.


    


    
        helenofyork (+3)

        

The old prince asks "But who has declared war on the Turks?—Ivan Ivanovitch Ragozov and Countess Lidia Ivanovna, assisted by Madame Stahl?” 

Countess Lidia's salon of intellectuals came to my mind. I think that is what the Old Prince means. Wars are cooked up behind closed doors among the powerful.


    


    
        coltee_cuckoldee (+6)

        I think Levin's views are a more realistic version of those of Sergey. It looks like he's against people joining the war and believes that the general public is ignorant of/disinterested in what is actually going on. I do believe that if a country is going to go to war, the general public's opinion should be considered as they will be dealing with a majority of the after effects (lots of young men will die fighting, violence against women, children won't have a normal childhood, etc).
I think he just wanted us to know that he keeps himself well aware when it comes to politics. Honestly, I think that Levin's entire character was thrown in in order to show that Tolstoy knows a lot about different subjects.
The religious reason (the need to help fellow Christians) really surprised me. I was surprised to see the reference to the "Infidel Mussulman (Muslim)" (this reference is in Maude's version but I can't find it in Garnett's- it just refers to non-Christians). I always pictured people from that generation to be unaware of what goes on in other parts of the world (they didn't have social media, etc back then) so I was surprised to see Tolstoy refer to another religion/race even though it's not in a flattering light.
Maybe? It looks like bees are portrayed in a more flattering manner when compared to wasps. Levin apparently learnt some lessons from them in the previous chapter. The bee references remind me of Bridgerton- another book set in affluent European society in the 1800s.
Random thought: I wonder how readers actually felt about this part when it was released. I read somewhere that this entire novel was released in installments so were the readers just as disappointed to find out that the last part primarily centers around Levin?


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+5)

        

Levin's entire character was thrown in in order to show that Tolstoy knows a lot about different subjects. 

Specifically, he wants us to know what he thinks about subjects important to him. And he knows that if he wrote a book expounding his beliefs about these various subjects, it would receive much less attention and possibly even negative reviews -- like the reviews of Sergey Ivanovitch's book.


    


    
        coltee_cuckoldee (+2)

        That's an interesting point. He had already written War and Peace and it would have likely been a huge risk to write an entire book about his beliefs.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+8)

        I just found this in the prior year comments. I feel so vindicated in my comment the other day about wishing he just stopped after Part 7 and wrote a brief afterword.
Katkov's Russian Herald, which was serializing Tolstoy's enormously popular novel as it came out, declined to carry the eighth part, instead printing the following note –
“In the previous issue, the words 'to be continued' appeared at the end of the Anna Karennina installment. But with the death of the heroine the novel really comes to an end. The author had planned an epilogue of a few pages, in which we learn that Vronsky, distraught and grieving, left for Serbia as a volunteer in the army. The other characters are all well, but Levin, in his country retreat, remains hostile to the volunteers and the Slavophiles. Perhaps the author will add chapters to this effect in a special edition to this novel.”
The Herald slyly implies that Levin – the character in Anna Karennina most directly based on Tolstoy – is not quite well. While killing off Anna at the end of the penultimate issue may have been bad timing suspense-wise, the real problem was probably that the Herald was campaigning for intervention in the Balkans, in the face of Czar Alexander II's continued hesitation.
Tolstoy brought out Part Eight of Anna Karenina in a separate edition at personal expense.


    


    
        coltee_cuckoldee (+3)

        

Katkov's Russian Herald, which was serializing Tolstoy's enormously popular novel as it came out, declined to carry the eighth part, instead printing the following note –

Wow, I feel bad for the readers who were following this story in real time. It would have been so underwhelming to read this note instead of finding out the aftermath of what happened.
He really wanted to share his beliefs since he personally paid for the separate edition.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+4)

        And this one:
That same morning I had just seen for the first time the announcement in the newspapers of the separate publication of the eighth and final part of Anna Karenina that had been rejected by the editor of The Russian Messenger, the journal in which the novel had been appearing since its beginning. Everyone also knew that this final, eighth part had been rejected because of its disagreement with the journal’s policy and the convictions of the editors, specifically in regard to the author’s view on the Eastern Question and the war of last year.


    

Part 8 - Chapter 16

    Discussion from r/yearofannakarenina (2023)

 Who do you think is best placed to know the will of the people - the intellectuals, or the workers?
 What do you think Levin means by ‘they’re wearing impenetrable armour, but I’m naked’?
 Do you think Levin should try to argue his opinion, or indeed keep silent?
 Why do you think Sergey Ivanovich is so fired up about this issue?
 What do you make of the way Levin feels this political issue ties into his inner struggle and resolutions?
 Saved by the bell - Levin is rescued from an argument he cannot win by the arrival of the storm clouds. What might the storm bring?
* Anything else you'd like to discuss?
Final line:


And Levin ceased speaking and then called the attention of his guests to the fact that the storm clouds were gathering, and that they had better be going home before it rained.
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        coltee_cuckoldee (+4)

        I think the workers are more aware of the will of the people. The intellectuals likely belong to upper society and are likely ignorant of the struggles of others.
I guess he means that they're more prepared to argue while he is not. I also believe that the others would not react as badly to losing an argument as Levin- they don't have as much pride and that is probably the armour that Levin is referring to.
I think he should keep silent. He does not need to argue with everyone all the time. I suspect that a lot of his acquaintances try to provoke him into an argument in order to get a rise out of him since he gets so agitated.
He clearly supports the war and he might be planning to fight sometime soon.
I wonder if the storm brings any sort of bad news- although this is unlikely since we only have 4 more chapters.
Favorite line: "I must not dispute with them. They are clad in impenetrable armour and I am naked."


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+7)

        Interesting comment from prior year on why Tolstoy’s position is controversial.
https://www.reddit.com/r/thehemingwaylist/s/CdfmkVoDL0


    


    
        DernhelmLaughed (+4)

        That was really interesting context. Thanks for pointing it out.


    

Part 8 - Chapter 17

    Discussion from r/yearofannakarenina (2023)

\ What do you think was the meaning of the thunderstorm and this chapter in general?
&#x200B;
\
&#x200B;
\> "Aren’t you ashamed of yourself? I can’t think how you can be so reckless!" he said angrily to his wife.
&#x200B;
Why did Levin react in this way? What do you think about his reaction?
&#x200B;
\ Do you think Levin will believe that Kitty and Mitya were saved by his prayers?
&#x200B;
\ What will happen after the storm? How did you think the book will end?
&#x200B;
\ Anything else you'd like to discuss?
&#x200B;
\\Final line:\\
&#x200B;
\> Levin walked beside his wife, and, penitent for having been angry, he squeezed her hand when the nurse was not looking.
&#x200B;
See you all next week for the final \\TWO\\* chapters!
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        helenofyork (+3)

        The thunderstorm confronted Levin with his own utter helplessness in the face of nature and other people. His wife decided to take the baby out. The storm rolled in as weather does. The copse has trees that can break and fall and crush, as nature will. It's a moment of passionate, deep feeling that makes him come to his senses.
For as CS Lewis explains in "The Screwtape Letters" where the senior demon advises the junior:


“The characteristic of Pains and Pleasures is that they are unmistakably real, and therefore, as far as they go, give the man who feels them a touchstone of reality. Thus if you had been trying to damn your man by the Romantic method—by making him a kind of Childe Harold or Werther submerged in self-pity for imaginary distresses—you would try to protect him at all costs from any real pain; because, of course, five minutes’ genuine toothache would reveal the romantic sorrows for the nonsense they were and unmask your whole stratagem.”

The fear Levin feels jolts him out of circular thinking.


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+2)

        It seems weird to have this dramatic storm when we’re almost done with the book. Maybe it’s meant to make Levin reach some conclusion?
I think his reaction is understandable. He had told Kitty he didn’t like her going into the copse, and that it was unsafe. Well, apparently it is, in a thunderstorm. They might have been hit by a tree limb. He’s terrified. Understandable.
And Kitty does seem to understand. They walk back to the house hand in hand.
I expect the last two chapters will find Levin becoming more comfortable in his beliefs. (Unless of course Tolstoy intended to write a sequel that never materialized.)
And then he sees they’re all right, and the emotion gets released in anger.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+4)

        I liked this chapter better than the rest of part 8. It was nice to get away from the soapbox. I think Levin will find ways to waffle on religion. I feel like we will end with him in some state of questioning religion with no real resolution.


    


    
        coltee_cuckoldee (+3)

        I think chapter pretty much lets us know that Levin is going to remain religious for quite some time. He was worried that his family would be harmed by the falling tree and they were safe some place else instead. He'll definitely attribute this to his new belief in God.
I understand that he was worried but he should not be speaking to her like that. He should have apologized to her at least. I was surprised by her reaction as well- I half-expected her to break into tears or apologize but she seems to be used to his temper by now.
Yes, he will throw himself into religion and then he'll likely think of some question that cannot be answered by the religious texts and this will cause him to question his beliefs again.
I'm sure that the book is ending with Levin. We only have 2 chapters left and I don't think we'll hear anything about Stiva, Karenin, Vronsky and Serezha. The next 2 chapters will likely solidify the fact that Levin is now religious.


    

Part 8 - Chapter 18

    Discussion from r/yearofannakarenina (2023)




It seemed to him that he had an answer to this question; but he had not time to formulate it to himself before he went into the nursery.

What do you think is the answer? And: will Levin put aside this question of the shared tenets of the other religions, or will he continue to struggle with it?
 What do you think is the implied significance (or not) of Mitya beginning to recognise his parents?
 Do you think it was a good thing that Levin told Kitty he was disappointed in his feelings towards the baby, or should he have kept it to himself?
 Any predictions as to what the last chapter will contain?
* Anything else you'd like to discuss?
Final line:


"Because it’s always so hot and steamy here after the bath . . ."
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        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+3)

        I think Levin has had a genuine spiritual awakening and connection with God that he won't be able to disrupt by overthinking. He may continue to think about the beliefs of other religions but it won't be a deal breaker for him, just something to consider. That's good, since there's only one more chapter and I wouldn't want to leave Levin in the midst of a spiritual crisis.
Mitya begins to recognize his parents, I think at a normal age for babies to do that. The significance is just to provide an occasion for the following brief discussion about Levin's feelings. He definitely should have kept his feelings to himself, especially the "disgust" part, but since he didn't I'm glad his feelings have evolved. The scare in the forest shocked him into the change in feeling, but he would have come to this point eventually.
The last chapter will likely contain whatever more of Tolstoy's feelings and opinions he wants us to know.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+6)

        Crackling up at this comment from prior years:
Well, Levin/Tolstoy does seem like the type to think that his every passing thought constitutes something of grave importance worth imposing on others, whether or not it's actually beneficial or worthwhile... ;D


    


    
        coltee_cuckoldee (+3)

        I think Levin believes that religions only differ in ways of expressing devotion to God. He might believe that the Gods of Christian, Buddhism and Islam refer to the same entity but the rules of the religion (what is allowed and what is prohibited) differ. I think he should be able to put aside this question. Maybe he will meet people from differing religions and this would clarify the answer a bit for him.
It signals the start of a bond between Levin and his son. Now that Mitya is able to recognize his parents, he will hopefully spend more time with his son and be a good father.
He should have kept it to himself. I can't imagine what she felt when he said that he felt nothing for his child. Levin struggles a lot with nearly everything (he has high expectations for the future and is almost always disappointed when  major events occur) and he needs to realize that he needs to focus on his family now and therefore he cannot afford to stress out over every small issue.
I think it will have more of Levin and maybe it will show some bonding between him and Mitya.


    

Part 8 - Chapter 19

    Discussion from r/yearofannakarenina (2023)

CONGRATULATIONS ON FINISHING THE BOOK!
 It seems that Levin has finally found peace with himself. What do you think about his final conclusions?
 What is your opinion about the chapter and the end of the book?
 What were your favourite and least favourite aspects of the novel?
 Which character(s) will leave a lasting impression on you?
* Favourite line, chapter, and/or Part? Anything else you'd like to discuss?
Final line:


“I shall go on in the same way, losing my temper with Ivan the coachman, falling into angry discussions, expressing my opinions tactlessly; there will be still the same wall between the holy of holies of my soul and other people, even my wife; I shall still go on scolding her for my own terror, and being remorseful for it; I shall still be as unable to understand with my reason why I pray, and I shall still go on praying; but my life now, my whole life apart from anything that can happen to me, every minute of it is no more meaningless, as it was before, but it has the positive meaning of goodness, which I have the power to put into it.”
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        helenofyork (+3)

        Thank you for this Reddit! I am so glad to have read both "War and Peace" and "Anna Karenina." I would not have done it without the Reddit reading groups.
I think the ending chapter is perfect because it leaves me, the reader, with a feeling that Levin and Kitty will go on to have a long and happy marriage with many children. They are on the right path, growing and loving one another.
&#x200B;
Anna as a morphine-addict is my biggest takeaway from the book. Ever since I read the article posted here about it, I've been convinced. It made everything fall into place for me.
&#x200B;
I believe Vronsky will survive the war and build a new life, older and wiser.
Karenin and Countess Lydia may very well come together. I would like that.


    


    
        [deleted] (+1)

        Lidija Ivanovna is already married. This is impossible.


    


    
        djolo64 (+1)

        He doesn't survive.


    


    
        djolo64 (+4)

        The real Vronsky died near Aleksinac. Him going to the war was in my mind just a less shameful way to commit suicide.


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+6)

        Finished! Thanks, u/LiteraryReadit for organizing and keeping this going! I'm not sure I would have finished the book with any other format.
I'm glad Levin has found peace and especially glad he chose not to tell Kitty all about it.
This seems an odd way to end a novel, with just the thoughts of one of the main characters. But at least Kitty was there, and happy with her husband. So I suppose this is Tolstoy's version of "and they lived happily ever after."
Kitty was my favorite character, because she matured a lot over the course of the book, and I believed in her character development. She benefited so much from her experience at the spa in Germany, and we can see how she's changed as the book goes on. I found Vronsky the most frustrating, because Tolstoy never really shows us why he changed from a thoughtless cad to a man in love. (Though he was still thoughtless, not understanding or caring what was happening to Anna's life.)


    


    
        DernhelmLaughed (+3)

        Wow, we actually made it to the end! This was an enjoyable read, but I probably would not have finished the book if it hadn't been for these daily discussions to keep a reasonable pace, and to motivate me. Thanks for running this readalong, u/LiteraryReadIt ! I appreciate the effort you put in. And thanks to our group of fellow readers who consistently commented their observations or posted interesting links :)
Overall thoughts: This is my first book by Tolstoy, and I was surprised by how accessible it was in terms of literary themes and social commentary. There were several segues into the political context of the era, but they never veered so far away from the action of the central characters so as to derail the plot. In Levin's case, the context was useful to understand the scope of his aspirations.
It was unsurprising that Anna's story seemingly petered out into nothing but monotonous regret because her lack of options was very convincingly depicted. The main disappointment for me was her failure to act in her own interest, but this self-sabotage is still by her own hand, and I read it as a commentary on the futility of making the best of a bad situation.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+6)

        Hooray! Thank you so much u/literaryReadIt for leading us and posting daily!
I liked the book and am glad I read it. I would have never finished it without this sub and without you all who faithfully commented everyday and stuck until the end. Thank you u/dernhelmlaughed, u/helenofyork, u/Grouchy-Bluejay-4092, u/coltee_cuckoldee for the company! I loved all your insightful comments.
I complained a lot about Part 8, but knowing that it was just Tolstoy’s personal publishing project makes it make more sense. I don’t know what ending you write after your main character throws herself under a train. So I suppose ending with Levin being in a happier place and his sweet life with Kitty works for me.
I was so frustrated with Anna and found her such an unlikeable main character. But I wanted to keep reading about her. I suppose that is the masterpiece of Tolstoy. This is very difficult to achieve.
So many parts were masterfully written - the nature scenes, the dialog, the character development of Anna (and her downward spiral). I felt the mental illness of Anna as she was pulled underwater in her life. This was masterfully done. I loved early Levin and his love for nature and animals (and even farming).
I feel like I was one of the last people who had no idea Anna was going to die and quite frankly am still shocked at her means of suicide. I am glad I went in unspoiled.
I think I would read it again someday if there was an abridged version without all of Tolstoy/Levin’s meandering. Or I suppose I would just zone out on those pages. I think I would see things entirely different knowing how everything turns out. Maybe the movie or TV series would be good for me if anyone has suggestions for which version?
I think I am going to miss the characters and think about what may have happened to them as they continued their life. They have become real over the year.  Do Stiva and Dolly run out of money? Does Alexey raise his children to be happy? How many kids do Kitty and Levin have and what kind of parents are they?
I am headed to r/ayearofmiddlemarch next year to help fill the void.


    


    
        Grouchy-Bluejay-4092 (+4)

        Thank you, too! Reading this wouldn't have been nearly as enjoyable without your and everyone else's company.
My guess: Stiva and Dolly don't run out of money as he has this new lucrative appointment and seems to be the sort who always lands on his feet.
I would have liked to read what happens to Karenin and his awkward little family, and how Seryozha and Annie grow up. I wonder if anyone has ever written a fanfic about them.


    


    
        sunnydaze7777777 (+4)

        I was wondering the same thing about fanfic. I will have to look into it.


    


    
        DernhelmLaughed (+2)

        Likewise! Thanks for the links that you shared, or old comments that you pointed out during this read. :)


    


    
        LiteraryReadIt (+4)

        I'm very glad you liked it.
I've been unbelievably busy and I lost track of my own reading somewhere around the beginning of Part 7, so I'm going to use the rest of December to catch up with everyone before January starts. Reading everyone's opinions and reactions to the rest of A.K. was very entertaining, so I'm going to do my own reading.
The 2012 film adaptation is unique because the camera sometimes treats the film set as a stage play. I remember liking that film's version of Anna's suicide a lot.


    


    
        coltee_cuckoldee (+4)

        I enjoyed reading with you too, Sunny! I loved how you would point out details, either about the book or from previous discussions.


    


    
        coltee_cuckoldee (+9)

        It's good that he's found some meaning to life but I genuinely wonder if it will last. He tends to hop from one problem to another so I won't be surprised if he starts questioning the existance of God again.
I'm a bit disappointed with the last part. I was really hoping to meet Karenin and Serezha one last time but we had to deal with Levin's many thoughts.
My favorite aspect of the book was how well Tolstoy desribed the feelings of the characters and how he wrote in a manner that would help the reader sympathize with Anna. When Anna got pregnant with Vronsky's kid and revealed it to Karenin, I found it difficult to feel sorry for her since she was so irritated with Karenin and she was borderline cruel. When things started going down for her and when got super insecure, I did feel bad for her and I also sympathized with Vronsky since he was constantly walking on eggshells around her. I also loved all the train references! My least favorite aspect of the book was Levin's character. There were just too many chapters dedicated to him and he would spend an entire part pondering over an issue to forget it completely in the next part (for example, he was so determined to write his book but it wasn't even mentioned later- did he start writing it?). I had previously tried to read this book by myself last year but I ultimately quit after 200 pages because I did not enjoy Levin's chapters and how many of those we had.
It's obviously Anna! I wonder how her life would have turned out if she followed all the rules and remained loyal to Karenin. She likely would have felt empty and would have had a very weird bond with Serezha (she had no emotional connection with Karenin so I'm assuming that she would be too connected to Serezha). Would she have similar regrets as Dolly (although Karenin would never cheat)? It sucks because women have to follow all the rules whereas men are allowed to break some (Stiva was never loyal and he probably led a peaceful life whereas Anna was isolated and boycotted). Are the rules even worth following since Dolly seems to regret her marriage to Stiva?
The part where Anna and Vronsky were secretly courting is probably my favorite along with the one where she's becoming super insecure and controlling of him. I enjoyed reading all of Anna's chapters. Some of my favorite lines (in no order):
\- "I have enough pride never to let myself love a man  who does not love me."
\- "Enjoyment lies in the search of truth not in finding it."
\- I often think men don't understand honour, though they are always talking about it.- Friends we shall not be, you know that yourself; but whether we shall be the happiest or the most miserable of human beings rests with you.
Shoutout to the mod u/LiteraryReadIt for facilitating these discussions. I had a lot of fun reading with this group and I loved reading other people's comments! I would love to join you guys for another book next year if that's being planned!
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